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regularly performs trips at stated periods on any 
post route, or from one place to another between 
which the mail is regularly carried, carries, 
otherwise than in the mail, any letters or pack-
ets, except such as relate to some part of the 
cargo of such conveyance, or to the current busi-
ness of the carrier, or to some article carried at 
the same time by the same conveyance, shall, 
except as otherwise provided by law, be fined 
under this title. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 776; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(A), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 307 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 184, 35 Stat. 1124). 
Words ‘‘by land, air, or water’’ were substituted for 

‘‘stagecoach, railway car, steamboat’’ with necessary 

minor changes in phraseology. 
Enumeration of persons having charge was omitted 

as unnecessary. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $50’’. 

STUDY OF PRIVATE CARRIAGE OF MAIL; REPORTS TO 

PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS 

Congressional findings of need for study and reevalu-

ation of restrictions on private carriage of letters and 

packets contained in this section and submission by 

United States Postal Service of reports to President 

and Congress for modernization of law, regulations, and 

administrative practices, see section 7 of Pub. L. 91–375, 

set out as a note under section 601 of Title 39, Postal 

Service. 

§ 1695. Carriage of matter out of mail on vessels 

Whoever carries any letter or packet on board 
any vessel which carries the mail, otherwise 
than in such mail, shall, except as otherwise 
provided by law, be fined under this title or im-
prisoned not more than thirty days, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 777; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(A), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 308 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 185, 35 Stat. 1124). 
The words ‘‘thirty days’’ were substituted for ‘‘one 

month,’’ to make the term of imprisonment more defi-

nite and to conform to other comparable sections. (See 

section 1693 of this title.) 
Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $50’’. 

STUDY OF PRIVATE CARRIAGE OF MAIL; REPORTS TO 

PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS 

Congressional findings of need for study and reevalu-

ation of restrictions on private carriage of letters and 

packets contained in this section and submission by 

United States Postal Service of reports to President 

and Congress for modernization of law, regulations, and 

administrative practices, see section 7 of Pub. L. 91–375, 

set out as a note under section 601 of Title 39, Postal 

Service. 

§ 1696. Private express for letters and packets 

(a) Whoever establishes any private express for 
the conveyance of letters or packets, or in any 

manner causes or provides for the conveyance of 
the same by regular trips or at stated periods 
over any post route which is or may be estab-
lished by law, or from any city, town, or place 
to any other city, town, or place, between which 
the mail is regularly carried, shall be fined not 
more than $500 or imprisoned not more than six 
months, or both. 

This section shall not prohibit any person 
from receiving and delivering to the nearest 
post office, postal car, or other authorized de-
pository for mail matter any mail matter prop-
erly stamped. 

(b) Whoever transmits by private express or 
other unlawful means, or delivers to any agent 
thereof, or deposits at any appointed place, for 
the purpose of being so transmitted any letter or 
packet, shall be fined under this title. 

(c) This chapter shall not prohibit the convey-
ance or transmission of letters or packets by 
private hands without compensation, or by spe-
cial messenger employed for the particular occa-
sion only. Whenever more than twenty-five such 
letters or packets are conveyed or transmitted 
by such special messenger, the requirements of 
section 601 of title 39, shall be observed as to 
each piece. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 777; Pub. L. 91–375, 
§ 6(j)(14), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 778; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(A), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 304, 306, 309 (Mar. 

4, 1909, ch. 321, §§ 181, 183, 186, 35 Stat. 1123, 1124; June 22, 

1934, ch. 716, 48 Stat. 1207). 

Section consolidates sections 304, 306, and 309 of title 

18, U.S.C., 1940 ed. Reference to persons causing, pro-

curing, aiding or assisting was omitted as such persons 

are principals under section 2 of this title. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined 

under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $50’’. 

1970—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 91–375 substituted ‘‘section 

601 of title 39’’ for ‘‘section 500 of title 39’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–375 effective within 1 year 

after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by 

Board of Governors of United States Postal Service and 

published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an Effective Date note preced-

ing section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

STUDY OF PRIVATE CARRIAGE OF MAIL; REPORTS TO 

PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS 

Congressional findings of need for study and reevalu-

ation of restrictions on private carriage of letters and 

packets contained in this section and submission by 

United States Postal Service of reports to President 

and Congress for modernization of law, regulations, and 

administrative practices, see section 7 of Pub. L. 91–375, 

set out as a note under section 601 of Title 39, Postal 

Service. 

§ 1697. Transportation of persons acting as pri-
vate express 

Whoever, having charge or control of any con-
veyance operating by land, air, or water, know-
ingly conveys or knowingly permits the convey-
ance of any person acting or employed as a pri-
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