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§ 1852. Timber removed or transported 

Whoever cuts, or wantonly destroys any tim-
ber growing on the public lands of the United 
States; or 

Whoever removes any timber from said public 
lands, with intent to export or to dispose of the 
same; or 

Whoever, being the owner, master, pilot, oper-
ator, or consignee of any vessel, motor vehicle, 
or aircraft or the owner, director, or agent of 
any railroad, knowingly transports any timber 
so cut or removed from said lands, or lumber 
manufactured therefrom— 

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than one year, or both. 

This section shall not prevent any miner or 
agriculturist from clearing his land in the ordi-
nary working of his mining claim, or in the 
preparation of his farm for tillage, or from tak-
ing the timber necessary to support his improve-
ments, or the taking of timber for the use of the 
United States; nor shall it interfere with or take 
away any right or privilege under any existing 
law of the United States to cut or remove tim-
ber from any public lands. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 787; Pub. L. 
104–294, title VI, § 601(a)(8), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3498.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 103 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 49, 35 Stat. 1098). 

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omit-

ted as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘‘principal’’ 

in section 2 of this title. 

Words ‘‘motor vehicle or aircraft’’ were inserted in 

third paragraph to remove any doubt as to scope of sec-

tion in view of rapidly advancing methods of transpor-

tation. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–294 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000’’ in fourth par. 

§ 1853. Trees cut or injured 

Whoever unlawfully cuts, or wantonly injures 
or destroys any tree growing, standing, or being 
upon any land of the United States which, in 
pursuance of law, has been reserved or purchased 
by the United States for any public use, or upon 
any Indian reservation, or lands belonging to or 
occupied by any tribe of Indians under the au-
thority of the United States, or any Indian al-
lotment while the title to the same shall be held 
in trust by the Government, or while the same 
shall remain inalienable by the allottee without 
the consent of the United States, shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more than one 
year, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 787; Pub. L. 
104–294, title VI, § 601(a)(8), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3498.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 104 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 50, 35 Stat. 1098; June 25, 1910, ch. 431, § 6, 36 

Stat. 857). 

Reference to persons aiding or procuring was deleted 

as unnecessary since such persons are made principals 

by section 2 of this title. 

Maximum fine was increased from $500 to $1,000 to 

conform to other comparable sections of this chapter. 

(See sections 1851 and 1852 of this title.) 
Minor changes were also made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–294 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000’’. 

§ 1854. Trees boxed for pitch or turpentine 

Whoever cuts, chips, chops, or boxes any tree 
upon any lands belonging to the United States, 
or upon any lands covered by or embraced in any 
unperfected settlement, application, filing, 
entry, selection, or location, made under any 
law of the United States, for the purpose of ob-
taining from such tree any pitch, turpentine, or 
other substance; or 

Whoever buys, trades for, or in any manner ac-
quires any pitch, turpentine, or other substance, 
or any article or commodity made from any 
such pitch, turpentine, or other substance, with 
knowledge that the same has been so unlawfully 
obtained— 

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than one year, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 788; Pub. L. 
104–294, title VI, § 601(a)(8), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3498.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 105 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 51, 35 Stat. 1098). 
Reference to persons aiding, encouraging, or causing 

was deleted as unnecessary since such persons are made 

principals by section 2 of this title. 
Maximum fine was increased from $500 to $1,000 to 

conform to other comparable sections of this chapter. 

(See sections 1851 and 1852 of this title.) 
Minor changes also were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–294 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000’’ in last par. 

§ 1855. Timber set afire 

Whoever, willfully and without authority, sets 
on fire any timber, underbrush, or grass or other 
inflammable material upon the public domain or 
upon any lands owned or leased by or under the 
partial, concurrent, or exclusive jurisdiction of 
the United States, or under contract for pur-
chase or for the acquisition of which condemna-
tion proceedings have been instituted, or upon 
any Indian reservation or lands belonging to or 
occupied by any tribe or group of Indians under 
authority of the United States, or upon any In-
dian allotment while the title to the same shall 
be held in trust by the Government, or while the 
same shall remain inalienable by the allottee 
without the consent of the United States, shall 
be fined under this title or imprisoned not more 
than five years, or both. 

This section shall not apply in the case of a 
fire set by an allottee in the reasonable exercise 
of his proprietary rights in the allotment. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 788; Pub. L. 
100–690, title VI, § 6254(j), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4368.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 106 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 52, 35 Stat. 1098; Nov. 15, 1941, ch. 472, § 1, 55 

Stat. 763). 
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