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TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 1418. Regulations 

In carrying out the responsibilities and au-
thority conferred by this subchapter, the Ad-
ministrator, the Secretary, and the Secretary of 
the department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating are authorized to issue such regulations 
as they may deem appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title I, § 108, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 
1059.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 1419. International cooperation 

The Secretary of State, in consultation with 
the Administrator, shall seek effective inter-
national action and cooperation to insure pro-
tection of the marine environment, and may, for 
this purpose, formulate, present, or support spe-
cific proposals in the United Nations and other 
component international organizations for the 
development of appropriate international rules 
and regulations in support of the policy of this 
Act. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title I, § 109, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 
1060.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, means Pub. L. 92–532, 
which is classified generally to this chapter, chapter 41 
(§ 2801 et seq.) of this title, and chapters 32 (§ 1431 et 
seq.) and 32A (§ 1447 et seq.) of Title 16, Conservation. 

§ 1420. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated, for 
purposes of carrying out this subchapter, not to 
exceed $12,000,000 for fiscal year 1993 and not to 
exceed $14,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 
1994, 1995, 1996, and 1997, to remain available 
until expended. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title I, § 111, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 
1060; Pub. L. 93–472, Oct. 26, 1974, 88 Stat. 1430; 
Pub. L. 94–62, § 1, July 25, 1975, 89 Stat. 303; Pub. 
L. 94–326, § 1, June 30, 1976, 90 Stat. 725; Pub. L. 
95–153, § 1, Nov. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 1255; Pub. L. 
96–572, § 1, Dec. 22, 1980, 94 Stat. 3344; Pub. L. 
97–16, June 23, 1981, 95 Stat. 100; Pub. L. 100–536, 
Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2710; Pub. L. 102–580, title 
V, § 509(a), Oct. 31, 1992, 106 Stat. 4870.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–580 substituted ‘‘for fiscal year 1993 
and not to exceed $14,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 

1994, 1995, 1996, and 1997, to remain available until ex-
pended’’ for ‘‘for each of fiscal years 1989, 1990, and 
1991’’. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–536 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions authorizing appropriations not to 
exceed $12,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1989, 1990, and 
1991, for provisions authorizing appropriations for fiscal 
years 1973 to 1982. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–16 increased to $4,213,000 from 
$2,000,000 the authorization of appropriation for fiscal 
year 1982. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–572 inserted provisions authorizing 
appropriations for fiscal years 1980, 1981, and 1982. 

1977—Pub. L. 95–153 inserted provision authorizing ap-
propriations not to exceed $4,800,000 for fiscal year 1978. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–326 inserted provision authorizing ap-
propriations not to exceed $4,800,000 for fiscal year 1977. 

1975—Pub. L. 94–62 substituted ‘‘not to exceed 
$5,500,000 for each of the fiscal years 1974 and 1975’’ for 
‘‘and not to exceed $5,500,000 for fiscal years 1974 and 
1975’’, and inserted provisions authorizing appropria-
tion of an amount not to exceed $5,300,000 for fiscal 
year 1976, and not to exceed $1,325,000 for the transition 
period (July 1 through Sept. 30, 1976). 

1974—Pub. L. 93–472 substituted ‘‘fiscal years 1974 and 
1975,’’ for ‘‘fiscal year 1974,’’. 

§ 1421. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 92–532, title I, § 112, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 
Stat. 1060; Pub. L. 94–326, § 2, June 30, 1976, 90 Stat. 725; 
Pub. L. 96–470, title II, § 209(f), Oct. 19, 1980, 94 Stat. 2245; 
Pub. L. 102–580, title V, § 510, Oct. 31, 1992, 106 Stat. 4870, 
which required the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to report annually to Con-
gress on the administration of this subchapter, termi-
nated, effective May 15, 2000, pursuant to section 3003 of 
Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance. See, also, page 
163 of House Document No. 103–7. 

SUBCHAPTER II—RESEARCH 

§ 1441. Monitoring and research program 

The Secretary of Commerce, in coordination 
with the Secretary of the Department in which 
the Coast Guard is operating and with the Ad-
ministrator shall, within six months of October 
23, 1972, initiate a comprehensive and continuing 
program of monitoring and research regarding 
the effects of the dumping of material into 
ocean waters or other coastal waters where the 
tide ebbs and flows or into the Great Lakes or 
their connecting waters. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title II, § 201, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 
Stat. 1060; Pub. L. 99–272, title VI, § 6061, Apr. 7, 
1986, 100 Stat. 131.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–272 struck out provision which had 
required the Secretary of Commerce to report from 
time to time, not less frequently than annually, his 
findings under this section (including an evaluation of 
the short-term ecological effects and the social and 
economic factors involved) to the Congress. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

§ 1442. Research program respecting possible 
long-range effects of pollution, overfishing, 
and man-induced changes of ocean eco-
systems 

(a) Secretary of Commerce 

(1) The Secretary of Commerce, in close con-
sultation with other appropriate Federal depart-
ments, agencies, and instrumentalities shall, 
within six months of October 23, 1972, initiate a 
comprehensive and continuing program of re-
search with respect to the possible long-range 
effects of pollution, overfishing, and man-in-
duced changes of ocean ecosystems. These re-
sponsibilities shall include the scientific assess-
ment of damages to the natural resources from 
spills of petroleum or petroleum products. In 
carrying out such research, the Secretary of 
Commerce shall take into account such factors 
as existing and proposed international policies 
affecting oceanic problems, economic consider-
ations involved in both the protection and the 
use of the oceans, possible alternatives to exist-
ing programs, and ways in which the health of 
the oceans may best be preserved for the benefit 
of succeeding generations of mankind. 

(2) The Secretary of Commerce shall ensure 
that the program under this section com-
plements, when appropriate, the activities 
undertaken by other Federal agencies pursuant 
to subchapter I of this chapter and section 1443 
of this title. That program shall include but not 
be limited to— 

(A) the development and assessment of sci-
entific techniques to define and quantify the 
degradation of the marine environment; 

(B) the assessment of the capacity of the 
marine environment to receive materials 
without degradation; 

(C) continuing monitoring programs to as-
sess the health of the marine environment, in-
cluding but not limited to the monitoring of 
bottom oxygen concentrations, contaminant 
levels in biota, sediments, and the water col-
umn, diseases in fish and shellfish, and 
changes in types and abundance of indicator 
species; 

(D) the development of methodologies, tech-
niques, and equipment for disposal of waste 
materials to minimize degradation of the ma-
rine environment. 

(3) The Secretary of Commerce shall ensure 
that the comprehensive and continuing research 
program conducted under this subsection is con-
sistent with the comprehensive plan for ocean 
pollution research and development and mon-
itoring prepared under section 1703 1 of this title. 

(b) Action with other nations 

In carrying out his responsibilities under this 
section, the Secretary of Commerce, under the 
foreign policy guidance of the President and 
pursuant to international agreements and trea-
ties made by the President with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, may act alone or in con-
junction with any other nation or group of na-
tions, and shall make known the results of his 
activities by such channels of communication as 
may appear appropriate. 

(c) Cooperation of other departments, agencies, 
and independent instrumentalities 

Each department, agency, and independent in-
strumentality of the Federal Government is au-
thorized and directed to cooperate with the Sec-
retary of Commerce in carrying out the pur-
poses of this section and, to the extent per-
mitted by law, to furnish such information as 
may be requested. 

(d) Utilization of personnel, services, and facili-
ties; inter-agency agreements 

The Secretary of Commerce, in carrying out 
his responsibilities under this section, shall, to 
the extent feasible utilize the personnel, serv-
ices, and facilities of other Federal departments, 
agencies, and instrumentalities (including those 
of the Coast Guard for monitoring purposes), 
and is authorized to enter into appropriate 
inter-agency agreements to accomplish this ac-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title II, § 202, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 
Stat. 1060; Pub. L. 94–62, § 2, July 25, 1975, 89 Stat. 
303; Pub. L. 96–381, § 3, Oct. 6, 1980, 94 Stat. 1524; 
Pub. L. 96–470, title II, § 201(f), Oct. 19, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2242; Pub. L. 99–272, title VI, § 6062, Apr. 7, 
1986, 100 Stat. 131; Pub. L. 100–627, title I, § 101, 
Nov. 7, 1988, 102 Stat. 3213.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1703 of this title, referred to in subsec. (a)(3), 
was repealed by Pub. L. 102–567, title II, § 204, Oct. 29, 
1992, 106 Stat. 4282. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 100–627 added par. (3). 
1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–272, § 6062(1)–(3), des-

ignated existing provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘in 
close consultation’’ for ‘‘in consultation’’, and added 
par. (2). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–272, § 6062(4), redesignated sub-
sec. (d) as (c), and struck out former subsec. (c) which 
required the Secretary of Commerce to make an annual 
report to Congress, in March of each year, on the re-
sults of activities undertaken by him pursuant to this 
section during the previous fiscal year, and to include 
in that report the report to Congress required by sec-
tion 665 of title 16 on activities of the Department of 
Commerce under that section. 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 99–272, § 6062(4), redesignated 
subsec. (e) as (d). Former subsec. (d) redesignated (c). 

1980—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–381 inserted provision in-
cluding within the responsibilities of the Secretary the 
scientific assessment of damages to natural resources 
from spills of petroleum or petroleum products. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96–470 inserted provision requir-
ing the Secretary to include in his annual report the 
report on activities of the Department of Commerce 
under section 665 of title 16. 

1975—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94–62 substituted ‘‘March’’ 
for ‘‘January’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 
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§ 1443. Research program respecting ocean 
dumping and other methods of waste dis-
posal 

(a) Cooperation with public authorities, agen-
cies, and institutions, private agencies and 
institutions, and individuals 

The Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency shall— 

(1) conduct research, investigations, experi-
ments, training, demonstrations, surveys, and 
studies for the purpose of— 

(A) determining means of minimizing or 
ending, as soon as possible after October 6, 
1980, the dumping into ocean waters, or wa-
ters described in section 1411(b) of this title, 
of material which may unreasonably degrade 
or endanger human health, welfare, or amen-
ities, or the marine environment, ecological 
systems, or economic potentialities, and 

(B) developing disposal methods as alter-
natives to the dumping described in subpara-
graph (A); and 

(2) encourage, cooperate with, promote the 
coordination of, and render financial and other 
assistance to appropriate public authorities, 
agencies, and institutions (whether Federal, 
State, interstate, or local) and appropriate 
private agencies, institutions, and individuals 
in the conduct of research and other activities 
described in paragraph (1). 

(b) Termination date for ocean dumping of sew-
age sludge not affected 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
affect in any way the December 31, 1981, termi-
nation date, established in section 1412a of this 
title, for the ocean dumping of sewage sludge. 

(c) Regional management plans for waste dis-
posal 

The Administrator, in cooperation with the 
Secretary, the Secretary of Commerce, and 
other officials of appropriate Federal, State, and 
local agencies, shall assess the feasibility in 
coastal areas of regional management plans for 
the disposal of waste materials. Such plans 
should integrate where appropriate Federal, 
State, regional, and local waste disposal activi-
ties into a comprehensive regional disposal 
strategy. These plans should address, among 
other things— 

(1) the sources, quantities, and types of ma-
terials that require and will require disposal; 

(2) the environmental, economic, social, and 
human health factors (and the methods used 
to assess these factors) associated with dis-
posal alternatives; 

(3) the improvements in production proc-
esses, methods of disposal, and recycling to re-
duce the adverse effects associated with such 
disposal alternatives; 

(4) the applicable laws and regulations gov-
erning waste disposal; and 

(5) improvements in permitting processes to 
reduce administrative burdens. 

(d) Report on sewage disposal in New York met-
ropolitan area 

The Administrator, in cooperation with the 
Secretary of Commerce, shall submit to the 
Congress and the President, not later than one 

year after April 7, 1986, a report on sewage 
sludge disposal in the New York City metropoli-
tan region. The report shall— 

(1) consider the factors listed in subsection 
(c) of this section as they relate to landfilling, 
incineration, ocean dumping, or any other fea-
sible disposal or reuse/recycling option; 

(2) include an assessment of the cost of these 
alternatives; and 

(3) recommend such regulatory or legislative 
changes as may be necessary to reduce the ad-
verse impacts associated with sewage sludge 
disposal. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title II, § 203, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 
Stat. 1061; Pub. L. 96–381, § 1, Oct. 6, 1980, 94 Stat. 
1523; Pub. L. 99–272, title VI, § 6063, Apr. 7, 1986, 
100 Stat. 131.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (a)(1)(A), October 6, 1980, was substituted 
for ‘‘the date of the enactment of this section’’, which 
has been translated to reflect the probable intent of 
Congress as meaning the date of enactment of Pub. L. 
96–381 which amended this section generally and which 
was approved Oct. 6, 1980. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 99–272 added subsecs. 
(c) and (d). 

1980—Pub. L. 96–381 substituted provision authorizing 
the Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to conduct research, etc., and to encourage and 
cooperate with public authorities, etc., for the purpose 
of determining means of minimizing or ending, as soon 
as possible after Oct. 6, 1980, dumping in ocean waters, 
or waters described in section 1411(b) of this title, of 
materials which may unreasonably degrade or endanger 
human health or the marine environment and to de-
velop disposal methods as alternatives to dumping for 
provision authorizing the Secretary of Commerce to 
conduct research, etc., and to encourage and cooperate 
with public authorities, etc., for the purpose of mini-
mizing or ending all dumping of materials within five 
years after the effective date of Pub. L. 92–532, which 
was approved Oct. 23, 1972, and inserted provision di-
recting that nothing in this section be construed to af-
fect in any way the Dec. 31, 1981, termination date, es-
tablished by section 1412a of this title for ocean dump-
ing of sewage sludge. 

§ 1444. Annual reports 

(a) Report by Secretary of Commerce 

In March of each year, the Secretary of Com-
merce shall report to the Congress on his activi-
ties under this subchapter during the previous 
fiscal year. The report shall include— 

(1) the Secretary’s findings made under sec-
tion 1441 of this title, including an evaluation 
of the short-term ecological effects and the so-
cial and economic factors involved with the 
dumping; 

(2) the results of activities undertaken pur-
suant to section 1442 of this title; 

(3) with the concurrence of the Adminis-
trator and after consulting with officials of 
other appropriate Federal agencies, an identi-
fication of the short- and long-term research 
requirements associated with activities under 
subchapter I of this chapter, and a description 
of how Federal research under this subchapter 
and subchapter I of this chapter will meet 
those requirements; and 

(4) activities of the Department of Com-
merce under section 665 of title 16. 



Page 523 TITLE 33—NAVIGATION AND NAVIGABLE WATERS § 1471 

(b) Report by Administrator 

In March of each year, the Administrator shall 
report to the Congress on his activities during 
the previous fiscal year under section 1443 of 
this title. 

(c) Report by Under Secretary 

On October 31 of each year, the Under Sec-
retary shall report to the Congress the specific 
programs that the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and the Environmental 
Protection Agency carried out pursuant to this 
subchapter in the previous fiscal year, specifi-
cally listing the amount of funds allocated to 
those specific programs in the previous fiscal 
year. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title II, § 204, formerly § 205, as 
added Pub. L. 96–572, § 5, Dec. 22, 1980, 94 Stat. 
3345; renumbered § 204 and amended Pub. L. 
99–272, title VI, § 6065, Apr. 7, 1986, 100 Stat. 132; 
Pub. L. 100–627, title I, § 102, Nov. 7, 1988, 102 
Stat. 3213.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 204 of Pub. L. 92–532, which was classi-
fied to this section, was renumbered section 205 and is 
classified to section 1445 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–627 added subsec. (c). 
1986—Pub. L. 99–272 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘The Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency is au-
thorized to conduct a study to assist the city of New 
York in evaluating the technological options available 
for the removal of heavy metals and other toxic or-
ganic materials from the sewage sludge of the city of 
New York. The study shall also examine options avail-
able to reduce the amount of such pollutants entering 
the sewage system. The study is to be completed by 
July 1, 1981.’’ 

§ 1445. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated for 
the first fiscal year after October 23, 1972, and 
for the next two fiscal years thereafter such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out this sub-
chapter, but the sums appropriated for any such 
fiscal year may not exceed $6,000,000. There are 
authorized to be appropriated not to exceed 
$1,500,000 for the transition period (July 1 
through September 30, 1976), not to exceed 
$5,600,000 for fiscal year 1977, and not to exceed 
$6,500,000 for fiscal year 1978, not to exceed 
$11,396,000 for fiscal year 1981, not to exceed 
$12,000,000 for fiscal year 1982, not to exceed 
$10,635,000 for fiscal year 1986, not to exceed 
$11,114,000 for fiscal year 1987, not to exceed 
$13,500,000 for fiscal year 1989, and not to exceed 
$14,500,000 for fiscal year 1990. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title II, § 205, formerly § 204, Oct. 
23, 1972, 86 Stat. 1061; Pub. L. 94–62, § 3, July 25, 
1975, 89 Stat. 303; Pub. L. 94–326, § 3, June 30, 1976, 
90 Stat. 725; Pub. L. 95–153, § 2, Nov. 4, 1977, 91 
Stat. 1255; Pub. L. 96–381, § 2, Oct. 6, 1980, 94 Stat. 
1523; renumbered § 205 and amended Pub. L. 
99–272, title VI, § 6064, Apr. 7, 1986, 100 Stat. 132; 
Pub. L. 100–627, title I, § 103, Nov. 7, 1988, 102 
Stat. 3213.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 205 of Pub. L. 92–532, which was classi-
fied to this section, was renumbered section 204 and is 
classified to section 1444 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–627 inserted provision authorizing 
appropriations not to exceed $13,500,000 for fiscal year 
1989 and not to exceed $14,500,000 for fiscal year 1990. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–272 inserted provision authorizing ap-
propriations not to exceed $10,635,000 for fiscal year 1986 
and not to exceed $11,114,000 for fiscal year 1987. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–381 inserted provision authorizing ap-
propriations not to exceed $11,396,000 for fiscal year 1981 
and not to exceed $12,000,000 for fiscal year 1982. 

1977—Pub. L. 95–153 inserted provision authorizing ap-
propriations not to exceed $6,500,000 for fiscal year 1978. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–326 inserted provision authorizing ap-
propriations not to exceed $5,600,000 for fiscal year 1977. 

1975—Pub. L. 94–62 inserted provision authorizing ap-
propriations not to exceed $1,500,000 for the transition 
period (July 1, through Sept. 30, 1976). 

CHAPTER 28—POLLUTION CASUALTIES ON 
THE HIGH SEAS: UNITED STATES INTER-
VENTION 

Sec. 

1471. Definitions. 
1472. Grave and imminent danger from oil pollu-

tion casualties to coastline or related inter-
ests of United States; Federal nonliability 
for Federal preventive measures on the high 
seas. 

1473. Consultations and determinations respecting 
creation of hazards to human health, etc.; 
criteria for determinations respecting grave 
and imminent dangers of major harmful 
consequences to United States coastline or 
related interests. 

1474. Federal intervention actions. 
1475. Consultation procedure. 
1476. Emergencies. 
1477. Reasonable measures; considerations. 
1478. Personal, flag state, and foreign state consid-

erations. 
1479. Federal liability for unreasonable damages. 
1480. Notification by Secretary of State. 
1481. Violations; penalties. 
1482. Consultation for nomination and nomination 

of experts, negotiators, etc.; proposal of 
amendments to list of substances other 
than convention oil; Presidential accept-
ance of amendments. 

1483. Foreign government ships; immunity. 
1484. Interpretation and administration; other 

right, duty, privilege, or immunity and 
other remedy unaffected. 

1485. Rules and regulations. 
1486. Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund. 
1487. Effective date. 

§ 1471. Definitions 

As used in this chapter— 
(1) ‘‘a substance other than convention oil’’ 

means those oils, noxious substances, liquefied 
gases, and radioactive substances— 

(A) enumerated in the protocol, or 
(B) otherwise determined to be hazardous 

under section 1473(a) of this title; 

(2) ‘‘convention’’ means the International 
Convention Relating to Intervention on the 
High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution Casualties, 
1969, including annexes thereto; 

(3) ‘‘convention oil’’ means crude oil, fuel 
oil, diesel oil, and lubricating oil; 

(4) ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of the 
department in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating; 

(5) ‘‘ship’’ means— 
(A) a seagoing vessel of any type whatso-

ever, and 
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