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1991—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–54 substituted ‘‘The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, through the Chief Medical 
Director of the Department of Veterans Affairs, shall, 
to the maximum extent feasible consistent with the re-
sponsibilities of such Secretary and Chief Medical Di-
rector under title 38’’ for ‘‘(1) The Administrator of 
Veterans’ Affairs, through the Chief Medical Director 
of the Veterans’ Administration, shall, to the maxi-
mum extent feasible consistent with the responsibil-
ities of such Administrator and Chief Medical Director 
under subtitle 38’’, ‘‘over which that Secretary’’ for 
‘‘over which the Administrator’’, and ‘‘Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ wherever else 
appearing, and struck out pars. (2) and (3) which read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) Not later than 180 days after standards are pro-
mulgated by the Secretary pursuant to this chapter, 
the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs shall submit to 
the appropriate committees of Congress a full report 
with respect to the regulations (including guidelines, 
policies, and procedures thereunder) prescribed pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) of this subsection. Such report 
shall include— 

‘‘(A) an explanation of any inconsistency between 
standards made applicable by such regulations and 
the standards promulgated by the Secretary pursuant 
to this chapter; 

‘‘(B) an account of the extent, substance, and re-
sults of consultations with the Secretary respecting 
the prescription and implementation of regulations 
by the Administrator; and 

‘‘(C) such recommendations for legislation and ad-
ministrative action as the Administrator determines 
are necessary and desirable. 
‘‘(3) The Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs shall pub-

lish the report required by paragraph (2) in the Federal 
Register.’’ 
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1 So in original. The semicolon probably should be a period. 
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§ 10101. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-

ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

(2) The term ‘‘affected Indian tribe’’ means 
any Indian tribe— 

(A) within whose reservation boundaries a 
monitored retrievable storage facility, test 
and evaluation facility, or a repository for 
high-level radioactive waste or spent fuel is 
proposed to be located; 

(B) whose federally defined possessory or 
usage rights to other lands outside of the 
reservation’s boundaries arising out of con-
gressionally ratified treaties may be sub-
stantially and adversely affected by the lo-
cating of such a facility: Provided, That the 
Secretary of the Interior finds, upon the pe-
tition of the appropriate governmental offi-
cials of the tribe, that such effects are both 
substantial and adverse to the tribe; 1 

(3) The term ‘‘atomic energy defense activ-
ity’’ means any activity of the Secretary per-
formed in whole or in part in carrying out any 
of the following functions: 

(A) naval reactors development; 
(B) weapons activities including defense 

inertial confinement fusion; 
(C) verification and control technology; 
(D) defense nuclear materials production; 
(E) defense nuclear waste and materials 

by-products management; 
(F) defense nuclear materials security and 

safeguards and security investigations; and 
(G) defense research and development. 

(4) The term ‘‘candidate site’’ means an 
area, within a geologic and hydrologic system, 
that is recommended by the Secretary under 

section 10132 of this title for site characteriza-
tion, approved by the President under section 
10132 of this title for site characterization, or 
undergoing site characterization under section 
10133 of this title. 

(5) The term ‘‘civilian nuclear activity’’ 
means any atomic energy activity other than 
an atomic energy defense activity. 

(6) The term ‘‘civilian nuclear power reac-
tor’’ means a civilian nuclear powerplant re-
quired to be licensed under section 2133 or 
2134(b) of this title. 

(7) The term ‘‘Commission’’ means the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission. 

(8) The term ‘‘Department’’ means the De-
partment of Energy. 

(9) The term ‘‘disposal’’ means the emplace-
ment in a repository of high-level radioactive 
waste, spent nuclear fuel, or other highly 
radioactive material with no foreseeable in-
tent of recovery, whether or not such emplace-
ment permits the recovery of such waste. 

(10) The terms ‘‘disposal package’’ and 
‘‘package’’ mean the primary container that 
holds, and is in contact with, solidified high- 
level radioactive waste, spent nuclear fuel, or 
other radioactive materials, and any over-
packs that are emplaced at a repository. 

(11) The term ‘‘engineered barriers’’ means 
manmade components of a disposal system de-
signed to prevent the release of radionuclides 
into the geologic medium involved. Such term 
includes the high-level radioactive waste form, 
high-level radioactive waste canisters, and 
other materials placed over and around such 
canisters. 

(12) The term ‘‘high-level radioactive waste’’ 
means— 

(A) the highly radioactive material result-
ing from the reprocessing of spent nuclear 
fuel, including liquid waste produced di-
rectly in reprocessing and any solid material 
derived from such liquid waste that contains 
fission products in sufficient concentrations; 
and 

(B) other highly radioactive material that 
the Commission, consistent with existing 
law, determines by rule requires permanent 
isolation. 

(13) The term ‘‘Federal agency’’ means any 
Executive agency, as defined in section 105 of 
title 5. 

(14) The term ‘‘Governor’’ means the chief 
executive officer of a State. 

(15) The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ means any In-
dian tribe, band, nation, or other organized 
group or community of Indians recognized as 
eligible for the services provided to Indians by 
the Secretary of the Interior because of their 
status as Indians, including any Alaska Native 
village, as defined in section 3(c) of the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 
1602(c)). 

(16) The term ‘‘low-level radioactive waste’’ 
means radioactive material that— 

(A) is not high-level radioactive waste, 
spent nuclear fuel, transuranic waste, or by- 
product material as defined in section 
2014(e)(2) of this title; and 

(B) the Commission, consistent with exist-
ing law, classifies as low-level radioactive 
waste. 
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