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tion’s water resources due to, among other 
things, growing national needs, recurring 
drought in the Western States, point and 
nonpoint source pollution, and saltwater in-
trusion into existing groundwater supplies; 

(2) many communities in the United States 
have water supplies containing high salinity 
levels or contaminants which pose health 
risks; 

(3) the Nation needs to develop economical 
processes to treat existing water supplies that 
are contaminated; 

(4) it is necessary to provide for research 
into new techniques to reclaim waste water 
and to convert saline and other contaminated 
waters to a quality suitable for municipal, in-
dustrial, agricultural, recreational, and other 
beneficial uses; 

(5) there is very little Federal funding being 
applied to basic research in the field of treat-
ment of contaminated water through mem-
brane processes; and 

(6) the treatment of contaminated water 
through membrane processes will solve a wide 
variety of water treatment problems, includ-
ing compliance with the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act [33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.] and the 
Safe Drinking Water Act [42 U.S.C. 300f et 
seq.]. 

(Pub. L. 102–490, § 2, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 3142.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, referred to 
in par. (6), is act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as amended gen-
erally by Pub. L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 816, 
which is classified generally to chapter 26 (§ 1251 et seq.) 
of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1251 of Title 33 and 
Tables. 

The Safe Drinking Water Act, referred to in par. (6), 
is title XIV of act July 1, 1944, as added Dec. 16, 1974, 
Pub. L. 93–523, § 2(a), 88 Stat. 1660, as amended, which is 
classified generally to subchapter XII (§ 300f et seq.) of 
chapter 6A of this title. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 201 of this title and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 102–490 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Membrane 
Processes Research Act of 1992’.’’ 

§ 10342. Research program 

The Director of the National Science Founda-
tion shall establish a basic research program on 
membranes and membrane processes. Such pro-
gram may be carried out through awarding 
grants, entering into contracts or cooperative 
agreements, or direct research. 

(Pub. L. 102–490, § 3, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 3142.) 

§ 10343. Goals of research program 

The goals of the research program established 
under section 10342 of this title shall be— 

(1) the development of membranes resistant 
to degradation, bacterial or otherwise, thereby 
extending the life of such membranes; 

(2) the development of membranes useful for 
the efficient and cost effective treatment of 
contaminated water; and 

(3) the development of innovative tech-
nologies for membrane processes. 

(Pub. L. 102–490, § 4, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 3142.) 

§ 10344. Coordination with other research 

The research program established under sec-
tion 10342 of this title shall be carried out in co-
ordination with any other related Federal re-
search efforts. 

(Pub. L. 102–490, § 5, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 3143.) 

§ 10345. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Director of the National Science Foundation, 
from sums otherwise authorized to be appro-
priated, $2,500,000 for fiscal year 1993, for carry-
ing out this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 102–490, § 6, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 3143.) 
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§ 10361. Findings 

Congress finds that— 
(1) adequate and safe supplies of water are 

fundamental to the health, economy, security, 
and ecology of the United States; 

(2) systematic data-gathering with respect 
to, and research and development of, the water 
resources of the United States will help ensure 
the continued existence of sufficient quan-
tities of water to support— 

(A) increasing populations; 
(B) economic growth; 
(C) irrigated agriculture; 
(D) energy production; and 
(E) the protection of aquatic ecosystems; 

(3) global climate change poses a significant 
challenge to the protection and use of the 
water resources of the United States due to an 
increased uncertainty with respect to the tim-
ing, form, and geographical distribution of 
precipitation, which may have a substantial 
effect on the supplies of water for agricultural, 
hydroelectric power, industrial, domestic sup-
ply, and environmental needs; 

(4) although States bear the primary respon-
sibility and authority for managing the water 
resources of the United States, the Federal 
Government should support the States, as well 
as regional, local, and tribal governments, by 
carrying out— 

(A) nationwide data collection and mon-
itoring activities; 

(B) relevant research; and 
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(C) activities to increase the efficiency of 
the use of water in the United States; 

(5) Federal agencies that conduct water 
management and related activities have a re-
sponsibility— 

(A) to take a lead role in assessing risks to 
the water resources of the United States (in-
cluding risks posed by global climate 
change); and 

(B) to develop strategies— 
(i) to mitigate the potential impacts of 

each risk described in subparagraph (A); 
and 

(ii) to help ensure that the long-term 
water resources management of the United 
States is sustainable and will ensure sus-
tainable quantities of water; 

(6) it is critical to continue and expand re-
search and monitoring efforts— 

(A) to improve the understanding of the 
variability of the water cycle; and 

(B) to provide basic information nec-
essary— 

(i) to manage and efficiently use the 
water resources of the United States; and 

(ii) to identify new supplies of water that 
are capable of being reclaimed; and 

(7) the study of water use is vital— 
(A) to the understanding of the impacts of 

human activity on water and ecological re-
sources; and 

(B) to the assessment of whether available 
surface and groundwater supplies will be 
available to meet the future needs of the 
United States. 

(Pub. L. 111–11, title IX, § 9501, Mar. 30, 2009, 123 
Stat. 1329.) 

§ 10362. Definitions 

In this section: 1 

(1) Administrator 

The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration. 

(2) Advisory Committee 

The term ‘‘Advisory Committee’’ means the 
National Advisory Committee on Water Infor-
mation established— 

(A) under the Office of Management and 
Budget Circular 92–01; and 

(B) to coordinate water data collection ac-
tivities. 

(3) Assessment program 

The term ‘‘assessment program’’ means the 
water availability and use assessment pro-
gram established by the Secretary under sec-
tion 10368(a) of this title. 

(4) Climate division 

The term ‘‘climate division’’ means 1 of the 
359 divisions in the United States that rep-
resents 2 or more regions located within a 
State that are as climatically homogeneous as 
possible, as determined by the Administrator. 

(5) Commissioner 

The term ‘‘Commissioner’’ means the Com-
missioner of Reclamation. 

(6) Director 

The term ‘‘Director’’ means the Director of 
the United States Geological Survey. 

(7) Eligible applicant 

The term ‘‘eligible applicant’’ means any 
State, Indian tribe, irrigation district, water 
district, or other organization with water or 
power delivery authority. 

(8) Federal Power Marketing Administration 

The term ‘‘Federal Power Marketing Admin-
istration’’ means— 

(A) the Bonneville Power Administration; 
(B) the Southeastern Power Administra-

tion; 
(C) the Southwestern Power Administra-

tion; and 
(D) the Western Area Power Administra-

tion. 

(9) Hydrologic accounting unit 

The term ‘‘hydrologic accounting unit’’ 
means 1 of the 352 river basin hydrologic ac-
counting units used by the United States Geo-
logical Survey. 

(10) Indian tribe 

The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 450b of title 25. 

(11) Major aquifer system 

The term ‘‘major aquifer system’’ means a 
groundwater system that is— 

(A) identified as a significant groundwater 
system by the Director; and 

(B) included in the Groundwater Atlas of 
the United States, published by the United 
States Geological Survey. 

(12) Major reclamation river basin 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘major reclamation river basin’’ 
means each major river system (including 
tributaries)— 

(i) that is located in a service area of the 
Bureau of Reclamation; and 

(ii) at which is located a federally au-
thorized project of the Bureau of Reclama-
tion. 

(B) Inclusions 

The term ‘‘major reclamation river basin’’ 
includes— 

(i) the Colorado River; 
(ii) the Columbia River; 
(iii) the Klamath River; 
(iv) the Missouri River; 
(v) the Rio Grande; 
(vi) the Sacramento River; 
(vii) the San Joaquin River; and 
(viii) the Truckee River. 

(13) Non-Federal participant 

The term ‘‘non-Federal participant’’ 
means— 

(A) a State, regional, or local authority; 
(B) an Indian tribe or tribal organization; 

or 
(C) any other qualifying entity, such as a 

water conservation district, water conser-
vancy district, or rural water district or as-
sociation, or a nongovernmental organiza-
tion. 
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