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tion of criminal history records and informa-
tion. 

ARTICLE IX—RENUNCIATION 

(a) In general 

This Compact shall bind each Party State 
until renounced by the Party State. 

(b) Effect 

Any renunciation of this Compact by a Party 
State shall— 

(1) be effected in the same manner by which 
the Party State ratified this Compact; and 

(2) become effective 180 days after written 
notice of renunciation is provided by the 
Party State to each other Party State and to 
the Federal Government. 

ARTICLE X—SEVERABILITY 

The provisions of this Compact shall be sever-
able, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or pro-
vision of this Compact is declared to be contrary 
to the constitution of any participating State, 
or to the Constitution of the United States, or 
the applicability thereof to any government, 
agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, 
the validity of the remainder of this Compact 
and the applicability thereof to any govern-
ment, agency, person, or circumstance shall not 
be affected thereby. If a portion of this Compact 
is held contrary to the constitution of any Party 
State, all other portions of this Compact shall 
remain in full force and effect as to the remain-
ing Party States and in full force and effect as 
to the Party State affected, as to all other pro-
visions. 

ARTICLE XI—ADJUDICATION OF DISPUTES 

(a) In general 

The Council shall— 
(1) have initial authority to make deter-

minations with respect to any dispute regard-
ing— 

(A) interpretation of this Compact; 
(B) any rule or standard established by the 

Council pursuant to Article V; and 
(C) any dispute or controversy between 

any parties to this Compact; and 

(2) hold a hearing concerning any dispute de-
scribed in paragraph (1) at a regularly sched-
uled meeting of the Council and only render a 
decision based upon a majority vote of the 
members of the Council. Such decision shall be 
published pursuant to the requirements of Ar-
ticle VI(e). 

(b) Duties of FBI 

The FBI shall exercise immediate and nec-
essary action to preserve the integrity of the III 
System, maintain system policy and standards, 
protect the accuracy and privacy of records, and 
to prevent abuses, until the Council holds a 
hearing on such matters. 

(c) Right of appeal 

The FBI or a Party State may appeal any deci-
sion of the Council to the Attorney General, and 
thereafter may file suit in the appropriate dis-
trict court of the United States, which shall 
have original jurisdiction of all cases or con-

troversies arising under this Compact. Any suit 
arising under this Compact and initiated in a 
State court shall be removed to the appropriate 
district court of the United States in the man-
ner provided by section 1446 of title 28, United 
States Code, or other statutory authority. 

(Pub. L. 105–251, title II, § 217, Oct. 9, 1998, 112 
Stat. 1876.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Privacy Act of 1974, referred to in Article IV(a), 
(b), is Pub. L. 93–579, Dec. 31, 1974, 88 Stat. 1896, as 
amended, which enacted section 552a of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees, and provisions set 
out as notes under section 552a of Title 5. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 552a of Title 5 and Tables. 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
Article VIII(a), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 
770, as amended, which is set out in the Appendix to 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

The Departments of State, Justice, and Commerce, 
the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriation Act, 
1973, referred to in Article VIII(c), is Pub. L. 92–544, Oct. 
25, 1972, 86 Stat. 1109, as amended. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 
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§ 14661. Program authorized 

The Attorney General is authorized to provide 
grant awards to States to enable States to im-
prove the reporting of unidentified and missing 
persons. 

(Pub. L. 106–177, title II, § 202, Mar. 10, 2000, 114 
Stat. 36.) 

SHORT TITLE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–468, § 1, Nov. 9, 2000, 114 Stat. 2027, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 14665 of this 
title and provisions set out as a note under section 
14665 of this title] may be cited as ‘Kristen’s Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 106–177, title II, § 201, Mar. 10, 2000, 114 Stat. 
36, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this chapter] 
may be cited as ‘Jennifer’s Law’.’’ 

§ 14662. Eligibility 

(a) Application 

To be eligible to receive a grant award under 
this chapter, a State shall submit an application 
at such time and in such form as the Attorney 
General may reasonably require. 

(b) Contents 

Each such application shall include assurances 
that the State shall, to the greatest extent pos-
sible— 

(1) report to the National Crime Information 
Center and when possible, to law enforcement 
authorities throughout the State regarding 
every deceased unidentified person, regardless 
of age, found in the State’s jurisdiction; 

(2) enter a complete profile of such unidenti-
fied person in compliance with the guidelines 
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