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§ 2062. Irradiation of materials 

The Commission and persons lawfully produc-
ing or utilizing special nuclear material are au-
thorized to expose materials of any kind to the 
radiation incident to the processes of producing 
or utilizing special nuclear material. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 42, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 929; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 
were contained in section 4 of act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, 
60 Stat. 759, which was classified to section 1804 of this 
title, prior to the general amendment and renumbering 
of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act Aug. 30, 1954. 

§ 2063. Acquisition of production facilities 

The Commission is authorized to purchase any 
interest in facilities for the production of spe-
cial nuclear materials, or in real property on 
which such facilities are located, without regard 
to the provisions of section 6101 of title 41 upon 
certification by the Commission that such ac-
tion is necessary in the interest of the common 
defense and security, or upon a showing by the 
Commission that advertising is not reasonably 
practicable. Partial and advance payments may 
be made under contracts for such purposes. The 
Commission is further authorized to requisition, 
condemn, or otherwise acquire any interest in 
such production facilities, or to condemn or 
otherwise acquire such real property, and just 
compensation shall be made therefor. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 43, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 929; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

CODIFICATION 

In text, ‘‘section 6101 of title 41’’ substituted for ‘‘sec-
tion 3709 of the Revised Statutes, as amended’’ on au-
thority of Pub. L. 111–350, § 6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 
3854, which Act enacted Title 41, Public Contracts. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 
were contained in section 5 of act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, 
60 Stat. 760, which was classified to section 1805 of this 
title, prior to the general amendment and renumbering 
of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act Aug. 30, 1954. 

§ 2064. Disposition of energy; regulation on sale 

If energy is produced at production facilities 
of the Commission or is produced in experi-
mental utilization facilities of the Commission, 
such energy may be used by the Commission, or 
transferred to other Government agencies, or 
sold to publicly, cooperatively, or privately 
owned utilities or users at reasonable and non-
discriminatory prices. If the energy produced is 
electric energy, the price shall be subject to reg-
ulation by the appropriate agency having juris-
diction. In contracting for the disposal of such 
energy, the Commission shall give preference 
and priority to public bodies and cooperatives or 
to privately owned utilities providing electric 
utility services to high cost areas not being 
served by public bodies or cooperatives. Nothing 

in this chapter shall be construed to authorize 
the Commission to engage in the sale or dis-
tribution of energy for commercial use except 
such energy as may be produced by the Commis-
sion incident to the operation of research and 
development facilities of the Commission, or of 
production facilities of the Commission. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 44, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 929; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 
were contained in section 7(d) of act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 
724, 60 Stat. 764, which was classified to section 1807(d) 
of this title, prior to the general amendment and re-
numbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act Aug. 30, 1954. 

SUBCHAPTER V—SPECIAL NUCLEAR 
MATERIAL 

§ 2071. Determination of other material as special 
nuclear material; Presidential assent; effec-
tive date 

The Commission may determine from time to 
time that other material is special nuclear ma-
terial in addition to that specified in the defini-
tion as special nuclear material. Before making 
any such determination, the Commission must 
find that such material is capable of releasing 
substantial quantities of atomic energy and 
must find that the determination that such ma-
terial is special nuclear material is in the inter-
est of the common defense and security, and the 
President must have expressly assented in writ-
ing to the determination. The Commission’s de-
termination, together with the assent of the 
President, shall be submitted to the Energy 
Committees and a period of thirty days shall 
elapse while Congress is in session (in comput-
ing such thirty days, there shall be excluded the 
days on which either House is not in session be-
cause of an adjournment for more than three 
days) before the determination of the Commis-
sion may become effective: Provided, however, 
That the Energy Committees, after having re-
ceived such determination, may by resolution in 
writing, waive the conditions of or all or any 
portion of such thirty-day period. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 51, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 929; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944; amended Pub. L. 103–437, 
§ 15(f)(2), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4592.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
section 1805(a)(1) of this title, prior to the general 
amendment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act 
Aug. 30, 1954. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Energy Commit-
tees’’ for ‘‘Joint Committee’’ in two places. 

§ 2072. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–489, § 4, Aug. 26, 1964, 
78 Stat. 603 

Section, act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, § 52, as added Aug. 30, 
1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 929, related to Government 
ownership of all special nuclear material and provided 
for compensation of private owners of such material. 
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EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHTS, TITLE AND INTEREST IN 
SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL 

Section 4 of Pub. L. 88–489 provided in part that: ‘‘All 
rights, title, and interest in and to any special nuclear 
material vested in the United States solely by virtue of 
the provisions of the first sentence of such section 52 
[this section], and not by any other transaction author-
ized by the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended [this 
chapter], or other applicable law, are hereby extin-
guished.’’ 

§ 2073. Domestic distribution of special nuclear 
material 

(a) Licenses 

The Commission is authorized (i) to issue li-
censes to transfer or receive in interstate com-
merce, transfer, deliver, acquire, possess, own, 
receive possession of or title to, import, or ex-
port under the terms of an agreement for co-
operation arranged pursuant to section 2153 of 
this title, special nuclear material, (ii) to make 
special nuclear material available for the period 
of the license, and, (iii) to distribute special nu-
clear material within the United States to 
qualified applicants requesting such material— 

(1) for the conduct of research and develop-
ment activities of the types specified in sec-
tion 2051 of this title; 

(2) for use in the conduct of research and de-
velopment activities or in medical therapy 
under a license issued pursuant to section 2134 
of this title; 

(3) for use under a license issued pursuant to 
section 2133 of this title; 

(4) for such other uses as the Commission de-
termines to be appropriate to carry out the 
purposes of this chapter. 

(b) Minimum criteria for licenses 

The Commission shall establish, by rule, mini-
mum criteria for the issuance of specific or gen-
eral licenses for the distribution of special nu-
clear material depending upon the degree of im-
portance to the common defense and security or 
to the health and safety of the public of— 

(1) the physical characteristics of the special 
nuclear material to be distributed; 

(2) the quantities of special nuclear material 
to be distributed; and 

(3) the intended use of the special nuclear 
material to be distributed. 

(c) Manner of distribution; charges for material 
sold; agreements; charges for material leased 

(1) The Commission may distribute special nu-
clear material licensed under this section by 
sale, lease, lease with option to buy, or grant: 
Provided, however, That unless otherwise author-
ized by law, the Commission shall not after De-
cember 31, 1970, distribute special nuclear mate-
rial except by sale to any person who possesses 
or operates a utilization facility under a license 
issued pursuant to section 2133 or 2134(b) of this 
title for use in the course of activities under 
such license; nor shall the Commission permit 
any such person after June 30, 1973, to continue 
leasing for use in the course of such activities 
special nuclear material previously leased to 
such person by the Commission. 

(2) The Commission shall establish reasonable 
sales prices for the special nuclear material li-
censed and distributed by sale under this sec-

tion. Such sales prices shall be established on a 
nondiscriminatory basis which, in the opinion of 
the Commission, will provide reasonable com-
pensation to the Government for such special 
nuclear material. 

(3) The Commission is authorized to enter into 
agreements with licensees for such period of 
time as the Commission may deem necessary or 
desirable to distribute to such licensees such 
quantities of special nuclear material as may be 
necessary for the conduct of the licensed activ-
ity. In such agreements, the Commission may 
agree to repurchase any special nuclear material 
licensed and distributed by sale which is not 
consumed in the course of the licensed activity, 
or any uranium remaining after irradiation of 
such special nuclear material, at a repurchase 
price not to exceed the Commission’s sale price 
for comparable special nuclear material or ura-
nium in effect at the time of delivery of such 
material to the Commission. 

(4) The Commission may make a reasonable 
charge, determined pursuant to this section, for 
the use of special nuclear material licensed and 
distributed by lease under subsection (a)(1), (2) 
or (4) of this section and shall make a reason-
able charge determined pursuant to this section 
for the use of special nuclear material licensed 
and distributed by lease under subsection (a)(3) 
of this section. The Commission shall establish 
criteria in writing for the determination of 
whether special nuclear material will be distrib-
uted by grant and for the determination of 
whether a charge will be made for the use of spe-
cial nuclear material licensed and distributed by 
lease under subsection (a)(1), (2) or (4) of this 
section, considering, among other things, 
whether the licensee is a nonprofit or eleemosy-
nary institution and the purposes for which the 
special nuclear material will be used. 

(d) Determination of charges 

In determining the reasonable charge to be 
made by the Commission for the use of special 
nuclear material distributed by lease to li-
censees of utilization or production facilities li-
censed pursuant to section 2133 or 2134 of this 
title, in addition to consideration of the cost 
thereof, the Commission shall take into consid-
eration— 

(1) the use to be made of the special nuclear 
material; 

(2) the extent to which the use of the special 
nuclear material will advance the develop-
ment of the peaceful uses of atomic energy; 

(3) the energy value of the special nuclear 
material in the particular use for which the li-
cense is issued; 

(4) whether the special nuclear material is to 
be used in facilities licensed pursuant to sec-
tion 2133 or 2134 of this title. In this respect, 
the Commission shall, insofar as practicable, 
make uniform, nondiscriminatory charges for 
the use of special nuclear material distributed 
to facilities licensed pursuant to section 2133 
of this title; and 

(5) with respect to special nuclear material 
consumed in a facility licensed pursuant to 
section 2133 of this title, the Commission shall 
make a further charge equivalent to the sale 
price for similar special nuclear material es-
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tablished by the Commission in accordance 
with subsection (c)(2) of this section, and the 
Commission may make such a charge with re-
spect to such material consumed in a facility 
licensed pursuant to section 2134 of this title. 

(e) License conditions 

Each license issued pursuant to this section 
shall contain and be subject to the following 
conditions— 

(1) Repealed. Pub. L. 88–489, § 8, Aug. 26, 1964, 
78 Stat. 604. 

(2) no right to the special nuclear material 
shall be conferred by the license except as de-
fined by the license; 

(3) neither the license nor any right under 
the license shall be assigned or otherwise 
transferred in violation of the provisions of 
this chapter; 

(4) all special nuclear material shall be sub-
ject to the right of recapture or control re-
served by section 2138 of this title and to all 
other provisions of this chapter; 

(5) no special nuclear material may be used 
in any utilization or production facility except 
in accordance with the provisions of this chap-
ter; 

(6) special nuclear material shall be distrib-
uted only on terms, as may be established by 
rule of the Commission, such that no user will 
be permitted to construct an atomic weapon; 

(7) special nuclear material shall be distrib-
uted only pursuant to such safety standards as 
may be established by rule of the Commission 
to protect health and to minimize danger to 
life or property; and 

(8) except to the extent that the indem-
nification and limitation of liability provi-
sions of section 2210 of this title apply, the li-
censee will hold the United States and the 
Commission harmless from any damages re-
sulting from the use or possession of special 
nuclear material by the licensee. 

(f) Distribution for independent research and de-
velopment activities 

The Commission is directed to distribute with-
in the United States sufficient special nuclear 
material to permit the conduct of widespread 
independent research and development activi-
ties to the maximum extent practicable. In the 
event that applications for special nuclear mate-
rial exceed the amount available for distribu-
tion, preference shall be given to those activi-
ties which are most likely, in the opinion of the 
Commission, to contribute to basic research, to 
the development of peacetime uses of atomic en-
ergy, or to the economic and military strength 
of the Nation. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 53, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 930; amended Pub. 
L. 85–256, § 2, Sept. 2, 1957, 71 Stat. 576; Pub. L. 
85–681, §§ 1, 2, Aug. 19, 1958, 72 Stat. 632; Pub. L. 
88–489, §§ 5–8, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 603, 604; Pub. 
L. 90–190, §§ 9, 10, Dec. 14, 1967, 81 Stat. 577; re-
numbered title I and amended Pub. L. 102–486, 
title IX, § 902(a)(3), (8), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 
2944.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
section 1805(a)(4) of this title, prior to the general 

amendment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act 
Aug. 30, 1954. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 102–486, § 902(a)(3), sub-
stituted ‘‘or grant’’ for ‘‘grant,’’ and struck out ‘‘or 
through the provision of production or enrichment 
services’’ before ‘‘: Provided, however’’ and before ‘‘to 
any person’’. 

1967—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 90–190, § 10, inserted ‘‘or 
through the provision of production or enrichment 
services’’ wherever appearing. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 90–190, § 9, struck out reference to 
the limitations on the distribution of special nuclear 
materials set by the President in determinations made 
pursuant to section 2061 of this title. 

1964—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 88–489, § 5, substituted ‘‘(i) 
to issue licenses to transfer or receive in interstate 
commerce, transfer, deliver, acquire, possess, own, re-
ceive possession of or title to, import, or export under 
the terms of an agreement for cooperation arranged 
pursuant to section 2153 of this title, special nuclear 
material, (ii) to make special nuclear material avail-
able for the period of the license, and, (iii)’’ for ‘‘to 
issue licenses for the possession of, to make available 
for the period of the license, and’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 88–489, § 6, designated existing 
provisions as par. (4), inserted ‘‘by lease’’ wherever ap-
pearing and ‘‘special nuclear material will be distrib-
uted by grant and for the determination of whether’’, 
and added pars. (1) to (3). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 88–489, § 7, inserted ‘‘by lease’’ in 
introductory provisions, and in ch. (5) substituted 
‘‘equivalent to the sale price for similar special nuclear 
material established by the Commission in accordance 
with subsection (c)(2) of this section, and the Commis-
sion may make such a charge with respect to such ma-
terial consumed in a facility licensed pursuant to sec-
tion 2134 of this title’’ for ‘‘based on the cost to the 
Commission, as estimated by the Commission, or the 
average fair price paid for the production of such spe-
cial nuclear material as determined by section 2076 of 
this title, whichever is lower’’. 

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 88–489, § 8, struck out par. (1) 
which provided that title to all special nuclear mate-
rial shall at all times be in the United States. 

1958—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 85–681, § 1, added par. (4). 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 85–681, § 2, substituted ‘‘sub-

sections (a)(1), (2) or (4)’’ for ‘‘subsection (a)(1) or (a) 
(2)’’. 

1957—Subsec. (e)(8). Pub. L. 85–256 inserted ‘‘except to 
the extent that the indemnification and limitation of 
liability provisions of section 2210 of this title apply,’’. 

§ 2074. Foreign distribution of special nuclear 
material 

(a) Compensation; distribution to International 
Atomic Energy Agency; procedure for dis-
tribution; repurchase of unconsumed mate-
rials; price; purchase of materials produced 
outside United States; price 

The Commission is authorized to cooperate 
with any nation or group of nations by distrib-
uting special nuclear material and to distribute 
such special nuclear material, pursuant to the 
terms of an agreement for cooperation to which 
such nation or group of nations is a party and 
which is made in accordance with section 2153 of 
this title. Unless hereafter otherwise authorized 
by law the Commission shall be compensated for 
special nuclear material so distributed at not 
less than the Commission’s published charges 
applicable to the domestic distribution of such 
material, except that the Commission to assist 
and encourage research on peaceful uses or for 
medical therapy may so distribute without 
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charge during any calendar year only a quantity 
of such material which at the time of transfer 
does not exceed in value $10,000 in the case of 
one nation or $50,000 in the case of any group of 
nations. The Commission may distribute to the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, or to any 
group of nations, only such amounts of special 
nuclear materials and for such period of time as 
are authorized by Congress: Provided, however, 
That, (i) notwithstanding this provision, the 
Commission is hereby authorized, subject to the 
provisions of section 2153 of this title, to distrib-
ute to the Agency five thousand kilograms of 
contained uranium-235, five hundred grams of 
uranium-233, and three kilograms of plutonium, 
together with the amounts of special nuclear 
material which will match in amount the sum of 
all quantities of special nuclear materials made 
available by all other members of the Agency to 
June 1, 1960; and (ii) notwithstanding the fore-
going provisions of this subsection, the Commis-
sion may distribute to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, or to any group of nations, such 
other amounts of special nuclear materials and 
for such other periods of time as are established 
in writing by the Commission: Provided, however, 
That before they are established by the Commis-
sion pursuant to this subdivision (ii), such pro-
posed amounts and periods shall be submitted to 
the Congress and referred to the Energy Com-
mittees and a period of sixty days shall elapse 
while Congress is in session (in computing such 
sixty days, there shall be excluded the days on 
which either House is not in session because of 
an adjournment of more than three days): And 

provided further, That any such proposed 
amounts and periods shall not become effective 
if during such sixty-day period the Congress 
passes a concurrent resolution stating in sub-
stance that it does not favor the proposed ac-
tion: And provided further, That prior to the 
elapse of the first thirty days of any such sixty- 
day period the Energy Committees shall submit 
to their respective houses reports of their views 
and recommendations respecting the proposed 
amounts and periods and an accompanying pro-
posed concurrent resolution stating in substance 
that the Congress favors, or does not favor, as 
the case may be, the proposed amounts or peri-
ods. The Commission may agree to repurchase 
any special nuclear material distributed under a 
sale arrangement pursuant to this subsection 
which is not consumed in the course of the ac-
tivities conducted in accordance with the agree-
ment for cooperation, or any uranium remaining 
after irradiation of such special nuclear mate-
rial, at repurchase price not to exceed the Com-
mission’s sale price for comparable special nu-
clear material or uranium in effect at the time 
of delivery of such material to the Commission. 
The Commission may also agree to purchase, 
consistent with and within the period of the 
agreement for cooperation, special nuclear ma-
terial produced in a nuclear reactor located out-
side the United States through the use of special 
nuclear material which was leased or sold pursu-
ant to this subsection. Under any such agree-
ment the Commission shall purchase only such 
material as is delivered to the Commission dur-
ing any period when there is in effect a guaran-
teed purchase price for the same material pro-

duced in a nuclear reactor by a person licensed 
under section 2134 of this title, established by 
the Commission pursuant to section 2076 of this 
title, and the price to be paid shall be the price 
so established by the Commission and in effect 
for the same material delivered to the Commis-
sion. 

(b) Distribution to persons outside United States 
of plutonium and other special nuclear mate-
rial exempted under section 2077(d) of this 
title; compensation; reports 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 
2153 and 2154 of this title and section 125 of the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, the Commission is 
authorized to distribute to any person outside 
the United States (1) plutonium containing 80 
per centum or more by weight of plutonium-238, 
and (2) other special nuclear material when it 
has, in accordance with subsection 2077(d) of this 
title, exempted certain classes or quantities of 
such other special nuclear material or kinds of 
uses or users thereof from the requirements for 
a license set forth in this chapter. Unless here-
after otherwise authorized by law, the Commis-
sion shall be compensated for special nuclear 
material so distributed at not less than the 
Commission’s published charges applicable to 
the domestic distribution of such material. The 
Commission shall not distribute any plutonium 
containing 80 per centum or more by weight of 
plutonium-238 to any person under this sub-
section if, in its opinion, such distribution 
would be inimical to the common defense and 
security. The Commission may require such re-
ports regarding the use of material distributed 
pursuant to the provisions of this subsection as 
it deems necessary. 

(c) Licensing or granting permission to others to 
distribute special nuclear material; condi-
tions 

The Commission is authorized to license or 
otherwise permit others to distribute special nu-
clear material to any person outside the United 
States under the same conditions, except as to 
charges, as would be applicable if the material 
were distributed by the Commission. 

(d) Laboratory samples; medical devices; mon-
itoring or other instruments; emergencies 

The authority to distribute special nuclear 
material under this section other than under an 
export license granted by the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission shall extend only to the fol-
lowing small quantities of special nuclear mate-
rial (in no event more than five hundred grams 
per year of the uranium isotope 233, the uranium 
isotope 235, or plutonium contained in special 
nuclear material to any recipient): 

(1) which are contained in laboratory sam-
ples, medical devices, or monitoring or other 
instruments; or 

(2) the distribution of which is needed to 
deal with an emergency situation in which 
time is of the essence. 

(e) Arrangements for storage or disposition of ir-
radiated fuel elements 

The authority in this section to commit 
United States funds for any activities pursuant 
to any subsequent arrangement under section 
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2160(a)(2)(E) of this title shall be subject to the 
requirements of section 2160 of this title. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 54, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 931; amended Pub. 
L. 85–177, § 7, Aug. 28, 1957, 71 Stat. 455; Pub. L. 
87–206, § 4, Sept. 6, 1961, 75 Stat. 476; Pub. L. 
88–489, § 9, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 604; Pub. L. 
93–377, § 2, Aug. 17, 1974, 88 Stat. 473; Pub. L. 
95–242, title III, §§ 301(a), 303(b)(1), Mar. 10, 1978, 
92 Stat. 125, 131; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 
102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 
2944; Pub. L. 103–437, § 15(f)(3), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4592.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 125 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, referred 
to in subsec. (b), is section 125 of act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 
724, as added by Pub. L. 85–14, Apr. 12, 1957, 71 Stat. 11, 
as amended, and is set out as a note under section 2153 
of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Energy 
Committees and a period’’ for ‘‘Joint Committee and a 
period’’ and ‘‘Energy Committees shall submit to their 
respective houses reports of their views’’ for ‘‘Joint 
Committee shall submit a report to the Congress of its 
views’’. 

1978—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 95–242, § 301(a), added subsec. 
(d). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 95–242, § 303(b)(1), added subsec. 
(e). 

1974—Pub. L. 93–377 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), designated initial proviso as cl. (i), added cl. 
(ii) and references to groups of nations, and substituted 
references to this subsection for references to this sec-
tion, and added subsecs. (b) and (c). 

1964—Pub. L. 88–489 authorized repurchase of uncon-
sumed special nuclear materials, or any uranium re-
maining after irradiation of such materials, at a price 
not exceeding Commission’s sale price for comparable 
material in effect at time of delivery to Commission, 
and purchase of special nuclear material produced out-
side United States through use of material leased or 
sold under this section, during any period when there is 
a guaranteed purchase price for same material as pro-
duced under section 2134 of this title, for such price as 
established by the Commission. 

1961—Pub. L. 87–206 inserted ‘‘five hundred grams of 
uranium 233 and three kilograms of plutonium’’ after 
‘‘five thousand kilograms of contained uranium 235’’. 

1957—Pub. L. 85–177 inserted provisions requiring 
compensation at domestic charges for materials dis-
tributed abroad except for peaceful or medical therapy 
uses, and required Commission to obtain authorization 
of Congress for materials to be contributed to Agency 
beyond amount made available by all other members of 
Agency to July 1, 1960. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–242 effective Mar. 10, 1978, 
except as otherwise provided and regardless of any re-
quirement for the promulgation of implementing regu-
lations, see section 603(c) of Pub. L. 95–242, set out as an 
Effective Date note under section 3201 of Title 22, For-
eign Relations and Intercourse. 

§ 2075. Acquisition of special nuclear material; 
payments; just compensation 

The Commission is authorized, to the extent it 
deems necessary to effectuate the provisions of 
this chapter, to purchase without regard to the 
limitations in section 2074 of this title or any 
guaranteed purchase prices established pursuant 
to section 2076 of this title, and to take, requisi-

tion, condemn, or otherwise acquire any special 
nuclear material or any interest therein. Any 
contract of purchase made under this section 
may be made without regard to the provisions of 
section 6101 of title 41, upon certification by the 
Commission that such action is necessary in the 
interest of the common defense and security, or 
upon a showing by the Commission that adver-
tising is not reasonably practicable. Partial and 
advance payments may be made under contracts 
for such purposes. Just compensation shall be 
made for any right, property, or interest in 
property taken, requisitioned, or condemned 
under this section: Providing, That the authority 
in this section to commit United States funds 
for any activities pursuant to any subsequent 
arrangement under section 2160(a)(2)(E) of this 
title shall be subject to the requirements of sec-
tion 2160 of this title. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 55, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 931; amended Pub. 
L. 88–489, § 10, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 604; Pub. L. 
95–242, title III, § 303(b)(2), Mar. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 
131; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, 
§ 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

CODIFICATION 

In text, ‘‘section 6101 of title 41’’ substituted for ‘‘sec-
tion 3709 of the Revised Statutes, as amended’’ on au-
thority of Pub. L. 111–350, § 6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 
3854, which Act enacted Title 41, Public Contracts. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
section 1805(a)(5) of this title, prior to the general 
amendment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act 
Aug. 30, 1954. 

AMENDMENTS 

1978—Pub. L. 95–424 provided that the authority in 
this section to commit United States funds for any ac-
tivities pursuant to any subsequent arrangement under 
section 2160(a)(2)(E) of this title shall be subject to the 
requirement of section 2160 of this title. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–489 limited the authorization to the 
extent necessary to effectuate the chapter, inserted 
‘‘without regard to the limitations in section 2074 of 
this title or any guaranteed purchase prices established 
pursuant to section 2076 of this title, and to take, req-
uisition, condemn,’’ and ‘‘Any contract of purchase 
made under this section may be made’’, provided for 
just compensation for any right, property, or interest 
taken, requisitioned, or condemned under this section, 
and struck out ‘‘outside the United States’’ after ‘‘any 
interest therein’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–242 effective Mar. 10, 1978, 
except as otherwise provided and regardless of any re-
quirement for the promulgation of implementing regu-
lations, see section 603(c) of Pub. L. 95–242, set out as an 
Effective Date note under section 3201 of Title 22, For-
eign Relations and Intercourse. 

§ 2076. Guaranteed purchase prices 

The Commission shall establish guaranteed 
purchase prices for plutonium produced in a nu-
clear reactor by a person licensed under section 
2134 of this title and delivered to the Commis-
sion before January 1, 1971. The Commission 
shall also establish for such periods of time as it 
may deem necessary, but not to exceed ten 
years as to any such period, guaranteed pur-
chase prices for uranium enriched in the isotope 
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233 produced in a nuclear reactor by a person li-
censed under section 2133 or section 2134 and de-
livered to the Commission within the period of 
the guarantee. Guaranteed purchase prices es-
tablished under the authority of this section 
shall not exceed the Commission’s determina-
tion of the estimated value of plutonium or ura-
nium enriched in the isotope 233 as fuel in nu-
clear reactors, and such prices shall be estab-
lished on a nondiscriminatory basis: Provided, 
That the Commission is authorized to establish 
such guaranteed purchase prices only for such 
plutonium or uranium enriched in the isotope 
233 as the Commission shall determine is pro-
duced through the use of special nuclear mate-
rial which was leased or sold by the Commission 
pursuant to section 2073 of this title. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 56, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 931; amended Pub. 
L. 88–489, § 11, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 605; Pub. L. 
91–560, § 2, Dec. 19, 1970, 84 Stat. 1472; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Pub. L. 91–560 extended the power of the Com-
mission to establish guaranteed purchase prices for 
uranium produced by persons licensed under section 
2133 of this title. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–489 substituted provisions which di-
rected the Commission to establish guaranteed pur-
chase prices for plutonium produced by a person li-
censed under section 2134 of this title and delivered to 
the Commission prior to Jan. 1, 1971, and for uranium 
enriched in the isotope 233, for such periods of time as 
it deems necessary, but not exceeding ten years as to 
any such period, if produced by a person licensed under 
said section 2134, and delivered within the period of the 
guarantee, provided that guaranteed prices established 
under this section shall not exceed the Commission’s 
estimated value of enriched plutonium or uranium as 
fuel in reactors, and shall be on a nondiscriminatory 
basis, and authorized such guaranteed prices only for 
such enriched plutonium or uranium as is produced 
through use of material leased or sold pursuant to sec-
tion 2073 of this title, for provisions requiring the Com-
mission to determine the fair price of special nuclear 
material by considering the value of the material for 
its intended use by the United States, and by giving 
such weight to the cost of production as it found to be 
equitable, providing that such price was to apply to all 
licensed producers of the same material, and permit-
ting the Commission to establish guaranteed fair prices 
for all such material delivered to the Commission for 
such time as it deemed necessary, but not exceeding 
seven years. 

§ 2077. Unauthorized dealings in special nuclear 
material 

(a) Handling by persons 

Unless authorized by a general or specific li-
cense issued by the Commission, which the Com-
mission is authorized to issue pursuant to sec-
tion 2073 of this title, no person may transfer or 
receive in interstate commerce, transfer, de-
liver, acquire, own, possess, receive possession of 
or title to, or import into or export from the 
United States any special nuclear material. 

(b) Engagement or participation in development 
or production 

It shall be unlawful for any person to directly 
or indirectly engage or participate in the devel-
opment or production of any special nuclear ma-

terial outside of the United States except (1) as 
specifically authorized under an agreement for 
cooperation made pursuant to section 2153 of 
this title, including a specific authorization in a 
subsequent arrangement under section 2160 of 
this title, or (2) upon authorization by the Sec-
retary of Energy after a determination that 
such activity will not be inimical to the interest 
of the United States: Provided, That any such de-
termination by the Secretary of Energy shall be 
made only with the concurrence of the Depart-
ment of State and after consultation with the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the Depart-
ment of Commerce, and the Department of De-
fense. The Secretary of Energy shall, within 
ninety days after March 10, 1978, establish or-
derly and expeditious procedures, including pro-
vision for necessary administrative actions and 
inter-agency memoranda of understanding, 
which are mutually agreeable to the Secretaries 
of State, Defense, and Commerce, and the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission for the consider-
ation of requests for authorization under this 
subsection. Such procedures shall include, at a 
minimum, explicit direction on the handling of 
such requests, express deadlines for the solicita-
tion and collection of the views of the consulted 
agencies (with identified officials responsible for 
meeting such deadlines), an interagency coordi-
nating authority to monitor the processing of 
such requests, predetermined procedures for the 
expeditious handling of intra-agency and inter- 
agency disagreements and appeals to higher au-
thorities, frequent meetings of inter-agency ad-
ministrative coordinators to review the status 
of all pending requests, and similar administra-
tive mechanisms. To the extent practicable, an 
applicant should be advised of all the informa-
tion required of the applicant for the entire 
process for every agency’s needs at the begin-
ning of the process. Potentially controversial re-
quests should be identified as quickly as possible 
so that any required policy decisions or diplo-
matic consultations can be initiated in a timely 
manner. An immediate effort should be under-
taken to establish quickly any necessary stand-
ards and criteria, including the nature of any re-
quired assurances or evidentiary showings, for 
the decision required under this subsection. The 
processing of any request proposed and filed as 
of March 10, 1978, shall not be delayed pending 
the development and establishment of proce-
dures to implement the requirements of this 
subsection. Any trade secrets or proprietary in-
formation submitted by any person seeking an 
authorization under this subsection shall be af-
forded the maximum degree of protection allow-
able by law: Provided further, That the export of 
component parts as defined in section 2014(v)(2) 
or (cc)(2) of this title shall be governed by sec-
tions 2139 and 2155 of this title: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding section 7172(d) of this 
title, the Secretary of Energy and not the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission, shall have 
sole jurisdiction within the Department of En-
ergy over any matter arising from any function 
of the Secretary of Energy in this section, sec-
tion 2074(d), section 2094, or section 2141(b) of 
this title. 

(c) Distribution by Commission 

The Commission shall not— 
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(1) distribute any special nuclear material to 
any person for a use which is not under the ju-
risdiction of the United States except pursu-
ant to the provisions of section 2074 of this 
title; or 

(2) distribute any special nuclear material or 
issue a license pursuant to section 2073 of this 
title to any person within the United States if 
the Commission finds that the distribution of 
such special nuclear material or the issuance 
of such license would be inimical to the com-
mon defense and security or would constitute 
an unreasonable risk to the health and safety 
of the public. 

(d) Establishment of classes of special nuclear 
material; exemption of materials, kinds of 
uses and users from requirement of license 

The Commission is authorized to establish 
classes of special nuclear material and to ex-
empt certain classes or quantities of special nu-
clear material or kinds of uses or users from the 
requirements for a license set forth in this sec-
tion when it makes a finding that the exemption 
of such classes or quantities of special nuclear 
material or such kinds of uses or users would 
not be inimical to the common defense and secu-
rity and would not constitute an unreasonable 
risk to the health and safety of the public. 

(e) Transfer, etc., of special nuclear material 

Special nuclear material, as defined in section 
2014 of this title, produced in facilities licensed 
under section 2133 or 2134 of this title may not 
be transferred, reprocessed, used, or otherwise 
made available by any instrumentality of the 
United States or any other person for nuclear 
explosive purposes. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 57, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 932; amended Pub. 
L. 88–489, § 12, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 605; Pub. L. 
93–377, § 3, Aug. 17, 1974, 88 Stat. 475; Pub. L. 
95–242, title III, § 302, Mar. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 126; 
Pub. L. 97–415, § 14, Jan. 4, 1983, 96 Stat. 2075; re-
numbered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, 
§ 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944; Pub. L. 
105–277, div. G, title XII, § 1225(d)(1), Oct. 21, 1998, 
112 Stat. 2681–774; Pub. L. 108–458, title VI, 
§ 6803(a), Dec. 17, 2004, 118 Stat. 3768.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
section 1805(a)(3) of this title, prior to the general 
amendment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act 
Aug. 30, 1954. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–458 substituted ‘‘or par-
ticipate in the development or production of any spe-
cial nuclear material’’ for ‘‘in the production of any 
special nuclear material’’. 

1998—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–277 struck out ‘‘the 
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency,’’ after ‘‘after 
consultation with’’ in first sentence and ‘‘the Director 
of the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency,’’ after 
‘‘Defense, and Commerce,’’ in second sentence. 

1983—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 97–415 added subsec. (e). 
1978—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–242 substituted ‘‘except 

(1) as specifically authorized under an agreement for 
cooperation made pursuant to section 2153 of this title, 
including a specific authorization in a subsequent ar-
rangement under section 2160 of this title, or (2) upon 
authorization by the Secretary of Energy after a deter-

mination that such activity will not be inimical to the 
interest of the United States’’ for ‘‘except (1) under an 
agreement for cooperation made pursuant to section 
2153 of this title, or (2) upon authorization by the Com-
mission after a determination that such activity will 
not be inimical to the interest of the United States’’ in 
existing provisions and inserted provisos relating to de-
terminations by the Secretary of Energy, the proce-
dures to be followed in processing authorization re-
quests, the export of component parts, and the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of Energy. 

1974—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 93–377 added subsec. (d). 
1964—Pub. L. 88–489 amended section generally, and 

among other changes, included all special nuclear ma-
terials within the section, struck out condition that 
such material be ‘‘the property of the United States’’, 
included delivery, acquisition, ownership and receiving 
possession of or title to any special nuclear material 
within the acts prohibited to persons, prohibited the 
Commission from issuing a license pursuant to section 
2073 of this title if the Commission finds that the issu-
ance would be inimical to the common defense and se-
curity or would constitute an unreasonable risk to the 
health and safety of the public, and extended the power 
of the Commission to refuse to distribute any special 
nuclear material if it finds that the distribution would 
constitute an unreasonable risk to the health and safe-
ty of the public. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–277 effective on earlier of 
Apr. 1, 1999, or date of abolition of the United States 
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency pursuant to re-
organization plan described in section 6601 of Title 22, 
Foreign Relations and Intercourse, see section 1201 of 
Pub. L. 105–277, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 6511 of Title 22. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–242 effective Mar. 10, 1978, 
except as otherwise provided and regardless of any re-
quirement for the promulgation of implementing regu-
lations, see section 603(c) of Pub. L. 95–242, set out as an 
Effective Date note under section 3201 of Title 22, For-
eign Relations and Intercourse. 

PERFORMANCE OF FUNCTIONS PENDING DEVELOPMENT 
OF PROCEDURES 

The performance of functions under this chapter, as 
amended by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978, 
Pub. L. 95–242, Mar. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 120, not to be de-
layed pending development of procedures even though 
as many as 120 days [after Mar. 10, 1978] are allowed for 
establishing those procedures, see section 5(b) of Ex. 
Ord. No. 12058, May 11, 1978, 43 F.R. 20947, set out under 
section 3201 of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Inter-
course. 

§ 2078. Congressional review of guaranteed pur-
chase price, guaranteed purchase price pe-
riod, and criteria for waiver of charges 

Before the Commission establishes any guar-
anteed purchase price or guaranteed purchase 
price period in accordance with the provisions of 
section 2076 of this title, or establishes any cri-
teria for the waiver of any charge for the use of 
special nuclear material licensed and distrib-
uted under section 2073 of this title, the pro-
posed guaranteed purchase price, guaranteed 
purchase price period, or criteria for the waiver 
of such charge shall be submitted to the Energy 
Committees and a period of forty-five days shall 
elapse while Congress is in session (in comput-
ing such forty-five days there shall be excluded 
the days in which either House is not in session 
because of adjournment for more than three 
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days): Provided, however, That the Energy Com-
mittees, after having received the proposed 
guaranteed purchase price, guaranteed purchase 
price period, or criteria for the waiver of such 
charge, may by resolution in writing waive the 
conditions of, or all or any portion of, such 
forty-five-day period. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 58, as added Pub. 
L. 85–79, § 2, July 3, 1957, 71 Stat. 275; amended 
Pub. L. 88–489, § 13, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 605; re-
numbered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, 
§ 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944; Pub. L. 
103–437, § 15(f)(4), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4592.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Energy Commit-
tees’’ for ‘‘Joint Committee’’ in two places. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–489 substituted ‘‘guaranteed pur-
chase’’ and ‘‘purchase’’ for ‘‘fair’’ wherever appearing, 
‘‘licensed and distributed’’ for ‘‘licensed or distrib-
uted’’, and provided that the Joint Committee resolu-
tion waiving the conditions of the forty-five-day period 
must be in writing. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—SOURCE MATERIAL 

§ 2091. Determination of source material 

The Commission may determine from time to 
time that other material is source material in 
addition to those specified in the definition of 
source material. Before making such determina-
tion, the Commission must find that such mate-
rial is essential to the production of special nu-
clear material and must find that the deter-
mination that such material is source material 
is in the interest of the common defense and se-
curity, and the President must have expressly 
assented in writing to the determination. The 
Commission’s determination, together with the 
assent of the President, shall be submitted to 
the Energy Committees and a period of thirty 
days shall elapse while Congress is in session (in 
computing such thirty days, there shall be ex-
cluded the days on which either House is not in 
session because of an adjournment of more than 
three days) before the determination of the 
Commission may become effective: Provided, 

however, That the Energy Committees, after 
having received such determination, may by res-
olution in writing waive the conditions of or all 
or any portion of such thirty-day period. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 61, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 932; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944; amended Pub. L. 103–437, 
§ 15(f)(4), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4592.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
section 1805(b)(1) of this title, prior to the general 
amendment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act 
Aug. 30, 1954. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Energy Commit-
tees’’ for ‘‘Joint Committee’’ in two places. 

§ 2092. License requirements for transfers 

Unless authorized by a general or specific li-
cense issued by the Commission which the Com-
mission is authorized to issue, no person may 

transfer or receive in interstate commerce, 
transfer, deliver, receive possession of or title 
to, or import into or export from the United 
States any source material after removal from 
its place of deposit in nature, except that li-
censes shall not be required for quantities of 
source material which, in the opinion of the 
Commission, are unimportant. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 62, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 932; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
section 1805(b)(2) of this title, prior to the general 
amendment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act 
Aug. 30, 1954. 

§ 2093. Domestic distribution of source material 

(a) License 

The Commission is authorized to issue licenses 
for and to distribute source material within the 
United States to qualified applicants requesting 
such material— 

(1) for the conduct of research and develop-
ment activities of the types specified in sec-
tion 2051 of this title; 

(2) for use in the conduct of research and de-
velopment activities or in medical therapy 
under a license issued pursuant to section 2134 
of this title; 

(3) for use under a license issued pursuant to 
section 2133 of this title; or 

(4) for any other use approved by the Com-
mission as an aid to science or industry. 

(b) Minimum criteria for licenses 

The Commission shall establish, by rule, mini-
mum criteria for the issuance of specific or gen-
eral licenses for the distribution of source mate-
rial depending upon the degree of importance to 
the common defense and security or to the 
health and safety of the public of— 

(1) the physical characteristics of the source 
material to be distributed; 

(2) the quantities of source material to be 
distributed; and 

(3) the intended use of the source material to 
be distributed. 

(c) Determination of charges 

The Commission may make a reasonable 
charge determined pursuant to section 2201(m) 
of this title for the source material licensed and 
distributed under subsection (a)(1), (a)(2), or 
(a)(4) of this section and shall make a reasonable 
charge determined pursuant to section 2201(m) 
of this title, for the source material licensed and 
distributed under subsection (a)(3) of this sec-
tion. The Commission shall establish criteria in 
writing for the determination of whether a 
charge will be made for the source material li-
censed and distributed under subsection (a)(1), 
(a)(2), or (a)(4) of this section, considering, 
among other things, whether the licensee is a 
nonprofit or eleemosynary institution and the 
purposes for which the source material will be 
used. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 63, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 933; renumbered 
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