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§ 2224. Attorney General approval of title 

All real property acquired under this chapter 
shall be subject to the provisions of sections 3111 
and 3112 of title 40: Provided, however, That real 
property acquired by purchase or donation, or 
other means of transfer may also be occupied, 
used, and improved for the purposes of this 
chapter prior to approval of title by the Attor-
ney General in those cases where the President 
determines that such action is required in the 
interest of the common defense and security. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 174, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 953; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

CODIFICATION 

In text, ‘‘sections 3111 and 3112 of title 40’’ substituted 
for ‘‘section 355 of the Revised Statutes, as amended’’ 
on authority of Pub. L. 107–217, § 5(c), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1303, the first section of which enacted Title 40, 
Public Buildings, Property, and Works. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
section 1813(b) of this title, prior to the general amend-
ment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act Aug. 
30, 1954. 

SUBCHAPTER XV—JUDICIAL REVIEW AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 

§ 2231. Applicability of administrative procedure 
provisions; definitions 

The provisions of subchapter II of chapter 5, 
and chapter 7, of title 5 shall apply to all agency 
action taken under this chapter, and the terms 
‘‘agency’’ and ‘‘agency action’’ shall have the 
meaning specified in section 551 of title 5: Pro-

vided, however, That in the case of agency pro-
ceedings or actions which involve Restricted 
Data, defense information, safeguards informa-
tion protected from disclosure under the author-
ity of section 2167 of this title or information 
protected from dissemination under the author-
ity of section 2168 of this title, the Commission 
shall provide by regulation for such parallel pro-
cedures as will effectively safeguard and prevent 
disclosure of Restricted Data, defense informa-
tion, such safeguards information, or informa-
tion protected from dissemination under the au-
thority of section 2168 of this title to unauthor-
ized persons with minimum impairment of the 
procedural rights which would be available if 
Restricted Data, defense information, such safe-
guards information, or information protected 
from dissemination under the authority of sec-
tion 2168 of this title were not involved. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 181, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 953; amended Pub. 
L. 96–295, title II, § 207(b), June 30, 1980, 94 Stat. 
789; Pub. L. 97–90, title II, § 210(b), Dec. 4, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1170; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, 
title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Subchapter II of chapter 5, and chapter 7, of title 5’’ 
substituted in text for the first reference to the Admin-
istrative Procedure Act on authority of Pub. L. 89–554, 
§ 7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first section of 
which enacted Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. ‘‘Section 551 of title 5’’ substituted for the 
second reference to the Administrative Procedure Act 
to reflect the codification of the definitions of ‘‘agen-
cy’’ and ‘‘agency action’’ in that section. Prior to the 
enactment of Title 5, the Administrative Procedure Act 
was classified to sections 1001 to 1011 of Title 5. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
section 1814(a), (c) of this title, prior to the general 
amendment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act 
Aug. 30, 1954. 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–90, in proviso, substituted ‘‘involve 
Restricted Data, defense information, safeguards infor-
mation protected from disclosure under the authority 
of section 2167 of this title or information protected 
from dissemination under the authority of section 2168 
of this title, the Commission shall provide by regula-
tion for such parallel procedures as will effectively 
safeguard and prevent disclosure of Restricted Data, 
defense information, such safeguards information, or 
information protected from dissemination under the 
authority of section 2168 of this title to unauthorized 
persons with minimum impairment of the procedural 
rights which would be available if Restricted Data, de-
fense information, such safeguards information, or in-
formation protected from dissemination under the au-
thority of section 2168 of this title were not involved’’ 
for ‘‘involve Restricted Data, defense information, or 
safeguards information protected from disclosure under 
the authority of section 2167 of this title, the Commis-
sion shall provide by regulation for such parallel proce-
dures as will effectively safeguard and prevent disclo-
sure of Restricted Data, defense information, or such 
safeguards information, to unauthorized persons with 
minimum impairment of the procedural rights which 
would be available if Restricted Data, defense informa-
tion, or such safeguards information, were not in-
volved’’. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–295 inserted references and made pro-
visions applicable to safeguards information. 

§ 2232. License applications 

(a) Contents and form 

Each application for a license hereunder shall 
be in writing and shall specifically state such in-
formation as the Commission, by rule or regula-
tion, may determine to be necessary to decide 
such of the technical and financial qualifica-
tions of the applicant, the character of the ap-
plicant, the citizenship of the applicant, or any 
other qualifications of the applicant as the Com-
mission may deem appropriate for the license. 
In connection with applications for licenses to 
operate production or utilization facilities, the 
applicant shall state such technical specifica-
tions, including information of the amount, 
kind, and source of special nuclear material re-
quired, the place of the use, the specific charac-
teristics of the facility, and such other informa-
tion as the Commission may, by rule or regula-
tion, deem necessary in order to enable it to find 
that the utilization or production of special nu-
clear material will be in accord with the com-
mon defense and security and will provide ade-
quate protection to the health and safety of the 
public. Such technical specifications shall be a 
part of any license issued. The Commission may 
at any time after the filing of the original appli-
cation, and before the expiration of the license, 
require further written statements in order to 
enable the Commission to determine whether 
the application should be granted or denied or 
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whether a license should be modified or revoked. 
All applications and statements shall be signed 
by the applicant or licensee. Applications for, 
and statements made in connection with, li-
censes under sections 2133 and 2134 of this title 
shall be made under oath or affirmation. The 
Commission may require any other applications 
or statements to be made under oath or affirma-
tion. 

(b) Review of applications by Advisory Commit-
tee on Reactor Safeguards; report 

The Advisory Committee on Reactor Safe-
guards shall review each application under sec-
tion 2133 or section 2134(b) of this title for a con-
struction permit or an operating license for a fa-
cility, any application under section 2134(c) of 
this title for a construction permit or an operat-
ing license for a testing facility, any application 
under subsection (a) or (c) of section 2134 of this 
title specifically referred to it by the Commis-
sion, and any application for an amendment to 
a construction permit or an amendment to an 
operating license under section 2133 or 2134(a), 
(b), or (c) of this title specifically referred to it 
by the Commission, and shall submit a report 
thereon which shall be made part of the record 
of the application and available to the public ex-
cept to the extent that security classification 
prevents disclosure. 

(c) Commercial power; publication 

The Commission shall not issue any license 
under section 2133 of this title for a utilization 
or production facility for the generation of com-
mercial power until it has given notice in writ-
ing to such regulatory agency as may have juris-
diction over the rates and services incident to 
the proposed activity; until it has published no-
tice of the application in such trade or news 
publications as the Commission deems appro-
priate to give reasonable notice to municipali-
ties, private utilities, public bodies, and co-
operatives which might have a potential inter-
est in such utilization or production facility; 
and until it has published notice of such applica-
tion once each week for four consecutive weeks 
in the Federal Register, and until four weeks 
after the last notice. 

(d) Preferred consideration 

The Commission, in issuing any license for a 
utilization or production facility for the genera-
tion of commercial power under section 2133 of 
this title, shall give preferred consideration to 
applications for such facilities which will be lo-
cated in high cost power areas in the United 
States if there are conflicting applications for a 
limited opportunity for such license. Where such 
conflicting applications resulting from limited 
opportunity for such license include those sub-
mitted by public or cooperative bodies such ap-
plications shall be given preferred consider-
ation. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 182, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 953; amended Aug. 
6, 1956, ch. 1015, § 5, 70 Stat. 1069; Pub. L. 85–256, 
§ 6, Sept. 2, 1957, 71 Stat. 579; Pub. L. 87–615, § 3, 
Aug. 29, 1962, 76 Stat. 409; Pub. L. 91–560, § 9, Dec. 
19, 1970, 84 Stat. 1474; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 
102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 
2944.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 91–560 substituted provisions 
requiring notification by publication giving reasonable 
notice to municipalities, private utilities, public bod-
ies, and cooperatives which might have a potential in-
terest in such utilization or production facility, for 
provisions requiring notice in writing to municipali-
ties, private utilities, public bodies and cooperatives 
within transmission distance authorized to engage in 
the distribution of electric energy. 

1962—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 87–615 substituted provi-
sions requiring review of applications under section 
2133 or 2134(b) of this title for a construction permit or 
an operating license for a facility, or under section 
2134(c) of this title for a testing facility, for provisions 
which required review of license applications for such 
facilities, and inserted provisions requiring review of 
any application for an amendment to a construction 
permit or operating license under section 2133 or 
2134(a), (b), or (c) of this title specifically referred to it 
by the Commission. 

1957—Subsecs. (b) to (d). Pub. L. 85–256 added subsec. 
(b) and redesignated former subsecs. (b) and (c) as (c) 
and (d), respectively. 

1956—Subsec. (a). Act Aug. 6, 1956, struck out ‘‘under 
oath or affirmation’’ from last sentence, and inserted 
two sentences at end requiring applications and state-
ments in connection with sections 2133 and 2134 to be 
made under oath or affirmation and authorizing Com-
mission to require any other applications or state-
ments to be made under oath or affirmation. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Advisory committees in existence on Jan. 5, 1973, to 
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 
period following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the case of a 
committee established by the President or an officer of 
the Federal Government, such committee is renewed by 
appropriate action prior to the expiration of such 2- 
year period, or in the case of a committee established 
by the Congress, its duration is otherwise provided by 
law. See section 14 of Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 
Stat. 776, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. 

§ 2233. Terms of licenses 

Each license shall be in such form and contain 
such terms and conditions as the Commission 
may, by rule or regulation, prescribe to effec-
tuate the provisions of this chapter, including 
the following provisions: 

(a) Repealed. Pub. L. 88–489, § 18, Aug. 26, 1964, 
78 Stat. 607. 

(b) No right to the special nuclear material 
shall be conferred by the license except as de-
fined by the license. 

(c) Neither the license nor any right under the 
license shall be assigned or otherwise trans-
ferred in violation of the provisions of this chap-
ter. 

(d) Every license issued under this chapter 
shall be subject to the right of recapture or con-
trol reserved by section 2138 of this title, and to 
all of the other provisions of this chapter, now 
or hereafter in effect and to all valid rules and 
regulations of the Commission. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 183, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 954; amended Pub. 
L. 88–489, § 18, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 607; renum-
bered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), 
Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1964—Par. (a). Pub. L. 88–489 struck out par. (a) which 
placed title to all special nuclear material utilized or 
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produced by facilities pursuant to license in the United 
States at all times. 

§ 2234. Inalienability of licenses 

No license granted hereunder and no right to 
utilize or produce special nuclear material 
granted hereby shall be transferred, assigned or 
in any manner disposed of, either voluntarily or 
involuntarily, directly or indirectly, through 
transfer of control of any license to any person, 
unless the Commission shall, after securing full 
information, find that the transfer is in accord-
ance with the provisions of this chapter, and 
shall give its consent in writing. The Commis-
sion may give such consent to the creation of a 
mortgage, pledge, or other lien upon any facility 
or special nuclear material, owned or thereafter 
acquired by a licensee, or upon any leasehold or 
other interest to such facility, and the rights of 
the creditors so secured may thereafter be en-
forced by any court subject to rules and regula-
tions established by the Commission to protect 
public health and safety and promote the com-
mon defense and security. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 184, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 954; amended Pub. 
L. 88–489, § 19, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 607; renum-
bered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), 
Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1964—Pub. L. 88–489 inserted ‘‘or special nuclear ma-
terial,’’ after ‘‘lien upon any facility’’ and substituted 
‘‘interest in such facility’’ for ‘‘interest in such prop-
erty’’. 

§ 2235. Construction permits and operating li-
censes 

(a) All applicants for licenses to construct or 
modify production or utilization facilities shall, 
if the application is otherwise acceptable to the 
Commission, be initially granted a construction 
permit. The construction permit shall state the 
earliest and latest dates for the completion of 
the construction or modification. Unless the 
construction or modification of the facility is 
completed by the completion date, the construc-
tion permit shall expire, and all rights there-
under be forfeited, unless upon good cause 
shown, the Commission extends the completion 
date. Upon the completion of the construction 
or modification of the facility, upon the filing of 
any additional information needed to bring the 
original application up to date, and upon finding 
that the facility authorized has been con-
structed and will operate in conformity with the 
application as amended and in conformity with 
the provisions of this chapter and of the rules 
and regulations of the Commission, and in the 
absence of any good cause being shown to the 
Commission why the granting of a license would 
not be in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter, the Commission shall thereupon issue a 
license to the applicant. For all other purposes 
of this chapter, a construction permit is deemed 
to be a ‘‘license’’. 

(b) After holding a public hearing under sec-
tion 2239(a)(1)(A) of this title, the Commission 
shall issue to the applicant a combined con-
struction and operating license if the applica-
tion contains sufficient information to support 

the issuance of a combined license and the Com-
mission determines that there is reasonable as-
surance that the facility will be constructed and 
will operate in conformity with the license, the 
provisions of this chapter, and the Commission’s 
rules and regulations. The Commission shall 
identify within the combined license the inspec-
tions, tests, and analyses, including those appli-
cable to emergency planning, that the licensee 
shall perform, and the acceptance criteria that, 
if met, are necessary and sufficient to provide 
reasonable assurance that the facility has been 
constructed and will be operated in conformity 
with the license, the provisions of this chapter, 
and the Commission’s rules and regulations. 
Following issuance of the combined license, the 
Commission shall ensure that the prescribed in-
spections, tests, and analyses are performed and, 
prior to operation of the facility, shall find that 
the prescribed acceptance criteria are met. Any 
finding made under this subsection shall not re-
quire a hearing except as provided in section 
2239(a)(1)(B) of this title. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 185, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 955; renumbered 
title I and amended Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, 
§ 902(a)(8), title XXVIII, § 2801, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2944, 3120.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–486 inserted ‘‘and operating li-
censes’’ after ‘‘permits’’ in section catchline, des-
ignated existing text as subsec. (a), and added subsec. 
(b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Section 2806 of Pub. L. 102–486 provided that: ‘‘Sec-
tions 185 b. and 189 a. (1)(B) of the Atomic Energy Act 
of 1954 [subsec. (b) of this section and section 
2239(a)(1)(B) of this title], as added by sections 2801 and 
2802 of this Act, shall apply to all proceedings involving 
a combined license for which an application was filed 
after May 8, 1991, under such sections.’’ 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 12129 

Ex. Ord. No. 12129, Apr. 5, 1979, 44 F.R. 21001, which es-
tablished a Critical Energy Facility Program, was re-
voked by Ex. Ord. No. 12553, Feb. 25, 1986, 51 F.R. 7237. 

§ 2236. Revocation of licenses 

(a) False applications; failure of performance 

Any license may be revoked for any material 
false statement in the application or any state-
ment of fact required under section 2232 of this 
title, or because of conditions revealed by such 
application or statement of fact or any report, 
record, or inspection or other means which 
would warrant the Commission to refuse to 
grant a license on an original application, or for 
failure to construct or operate a facility in ac-
cordance with the terms of the construction per-
mit or license or the technical specifications in 
the application, or for violation of, or failure to 
observe any of the terms and provisions of this 
chapter or of any regulation of the Commission. 

(b) Procedure 

The Commission shall follow the provisions of 
section 558(c) of title 5 in revoking any license. 

(c) Repossession of material 

Upon revocation of the license, the Commis-
sion may immediately retake possession of all 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘section’’. 

special nuclear material held by the licensee. In 
cases found by the Commission to be of extreme 
importance to the national defense and security 
or to the health and safety of the public, the 
Commission may recapture any special nuclear 
material held by the licensee or may enter upon 
and operate the facility prior to any of the pro-
cedures provided under subchapter II of chapter 
5 and chapter 7 of title 5. Just compensation 
shall be paid for the use of the facility. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 186, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 955; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsecs. (b) and (c), ‘‘section 558(c) of title 5’’ and 
‘‘subchapter II of chapter 5 and chapter 7 of title 5’’ 
substituted for ‘‘section 9(b) of the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act [5 U.S.C. 1008(b)]’’ and ‘‘the Administration 
Procedure Act [5 U.S.C. 1001–1011]’’, respectively, on au-
thority of Pub. L. 89–554, § 7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, 
the first section of which enacted Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees. 

§ 2237. Modification of license 

The terms and conditions of all licenses shall 
be subject to amendment, revision, or modifica-
tion, by reason of amendments of this chapter or 
by reason of rules and regulations issued in ac-
cordance with the terms of this chapter. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 187, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 955; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

§ 2238. Continued operation of facilities 

Whenever the Commission finds that the pub-
lic convenience and necessity or the production 
program of the Commission requires continued 
operation of a production facility or utilization 
facility the license for which has been revoked 
pursuant to section 2236 of this title, the Com-
mission may, after consultation with the appro-
priate regulatory agency, State or Federal, hav-
ing jurisdiction, order that possession be taken 
of and such facility be operated for such period 
of time as the public convenience and necessity 
or the production program of the Commission 
may, in the judgment of the Commission, re-
quire, or until a license for the operation of the 
facility shall become effective. Just compensa-
tion shall be paid for the use of the facility. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 188, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 955; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

§ 2239. Hearings and judicial review 

(a)(1)(A) In any proceeding under this chapter, 
for the granting, suspending, revoking, or 
amending of any license or construction permit, 
or application to transfer control, and in any 
proceeding for the issuance or modification of 
rules and regulations dealing with the activities 
of licensees, and in any proceeding for the pay-
ment of compensation, an award or royalties 
under sections 1 2183, 2187, 2236(c) or 2238 of this 

title, the Commission shall grant a hearing upon 
the request of any person whose interest may be 
affected by the proceeding, and shall admit any 
such person as a party to such proceeding. The 
Commission shall hold a hearing after thirty 
days’ notice and publication once in the Federal 
Register, on each application under section 2133 
or 2134(b) of this title for a construction permit 
for a facility, and on any application under sec-
tion 2134(c) of this title for a construction per-
mit for a testing facility. In cases where such a 
construction permit has been issued following 
the holding of such a hearing, the Commission 
may, in the absence of a request therefor by any 
person whose interest may be affected, issue an 
operating license or an amendment to a con-
struction permit or an amendment to an operat-
ing license without a hearing, but upon thirty 
days’ notice and publication once in the Federal 
Register of its intent to do so. The Commission 
may dispense with such thirty days’ notice and 
publication with respect to any application for 
an amendment to a construction permit or an 
amendment to an operating license upon a de-
termination by the Commission that the amend-
ment involves no significant hazards consider-
ation. 

(B)(i) Not less than 180 days before the date 
scheduled for initial loading of fuel into a plant 
by a licensee that has been issued a combined 
construction permit and operating license under 
section 2235(b) of this title, the Commission 
shall publish in the Federal Register notice of 
intended operation. That notice shall provide 
that any person whose interest may be affected 
by operation of the plant, may within 60 days re-
quest the Commission to hold a hearing on 
whether the facility as constructed complies, or 
on completion will comply, with the acceptance 
criteria of the license. 

(ii) A request for hearing under clause (i) shall 
show, prima facie, that one or more of the ac-
ceptance criteria in the combined license have 
not been, or will not be met, and the specific 
operational consequences of nonconformance 
that would be contrary to providing reasonable 
assurance of adequate protection of the public 
health and safety. 

(iii) After receiving a request for a hearing 
under clause (i), the Commission expeditiously 
shall either deny or grant the request. If the re-
quest is granted, the Commission shall deter-
mine, after considering petitioners’ prima facie 
showing and any answers thereto, whether dur-
ing a period of interim operation, there will be 
reasonable assurance of adequate protection of 
the public health and safety. If the Commission 
determines that there is such reasonable assur-
ance, it shall allow operation during an interim 
period under the combined license. 

(iv) The Commission, in its discretion, shall 
determine appropriate hearing procedures, 
whether informal or formal adjudicatory, for 
any hearing under clause (i), and shall state its 
reasons therefor. 

(v) The Commission shall, to the maximum 
possible extent, render a decision on issues 
raised by the hearing request within 180 days of 
the publication of the notice provided by clause 
(i) or the anticipated date for initial loading of 
fuel into the reactor, whichever is later. Com-
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mencement of operation under a combined li-
cense is not subject to subparagraph (A). 

(2)(A) The Commission may issue and make 
immediately effective any amendment to an op-
erating license or any amendment to a combined 
construction and operating license, upon a de-
termination by the Commission that such 
amendment involves no significant hazards con-
sideration, notwithstanding the pendency before 
the Commission of a request for a hearing from 
any person. Such amendment may be issued and 
made immediately effective in advance of the 
holding and completion of any required hearing. 
In determining under this section whether such 
amendment involves no significant hazards con-
sideration, the Commission shall consult with 
the State in which the facility involved is lo-
cated. In all other respects such amendment 
shall meet the requirements of this chapter. 

(B) The Commission shall periodically (but not 
less frequently than once every thirty days) 
publish notice of any amendments issued, or 
proposed to be issued, as provided in subpara-
graph (A). Each such notice shall include all 
amendments issued, or proposed to be issued, 
since the date of publication of the last such 
periodic notice. Such notice shall, with respect 
to each amendment or proposed amendment (i) 
identify the facility involved; and (ii) provide a 
brief description of such amendment. Nothing in 
this subsection shall be construed to delay the 
effective date of any amendment. 

(C) The Commission shall, during the ninety- 
day period following the effective date of this 
paragraph, promulgate regulations establishing 
(i) standards for determining whether any 
amendment to an operating license or any 
amendment to a combined construction and op-
erating license involves no significant hazards 
consideration; (ii) criteria for providing or, in 
emergency situations, dispensing with prior no-
tice and reasonable opportunity for public com-
ment on any such determination, which criteria 
shall take into account the exigency of the need 
for the amendment involved; and (iii) procedures 
for consultation on any such determination with 
the State in which the facility involved is lo-
cated. 

(b) The following Commission actions shall be 
subject to judicial review in the manner pre-
scribed in chapter 158 of title 28 and chapter 7 of 
title 5: 

(1) Any final order entered in any proceeding 
of the kind specified in subsection (a) of this 
section. 

(2) Any final order allowing or prohibiting a 
facility to begin operating under a combined 
construction and operating license. 

(3) Any final order establishing by regula-
tion standards to govern the Department of 
Energy’s gaseous diffusion uranium enrich-
ment plants, including any such facilities 
leased to a corporation established under the 
USEC Privatization Act [42 U.S.C. 2297h et 
seq.]. 

(4) Any final determination under section 
2297f(c) of this title relating to whether the 
gaseous diffusion plants, including any such 
facilities leased to a corporation established 
under the USEC Privatization Act [42 U.S.C. 
2297h et seq.], are in compliance with the Com-

mission’s standards governing the gaseous dif-
fusion plants and all applicable laws. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 189, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 955; amended Pub. 
L. 85–256, § 7, Sept. 2, 1957, 71 Stat. 579; Pub. L. 
87–615, § 2, Aug. 29, 1962, 76 Stat. 409; Pub. L. 
97–415, § 12(a), Jan. 4, 1983, 96 Stat. 2073; renum-
bered title I and amended Pub. L. 102–486, title 
IX, § 902(a)(8), title XXVIII, §§ 2802, 2804, 2805, Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944, 3120, 3121; Pub. L. 104–134, 
title III, § 3116(c), Apr. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 1321–349.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The effective date of this paragraph, referred to in 
subsec. (a)(2)(C), probably means the date of enactment 
of Pub. L. 97–415, which was approved Jan. 4, 1983. 

The USEC Privatization Act, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(3), (4), is subchapter A (§§ 3101–3117) of chapter 1 of 
title III of Pub. L. 104–134, Apr. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1321–335, which is classified principally to subchapter 
VIII (§ 2297h et seq.) of this chapter. For complete clas-
sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 
1996 Amendment note set out under section 2011 of this 
title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–134 amended subsec. (b) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘Any final order entered in any proceeding of the 
kind specified in subsection (a) of this section or any 
final order allowing or prohibiting a facility to begin 
operating under a combined construction and operating 
license shall be subject to judicial review in the man-
ner prescribed in the Act of December 29, 1950, as 
amended (ch. 1189, 64 Stat. 1129), and to the provisions 
of section 10 of the Administrative Procedure Act, as 
amended.’’ 

1992—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 102–486, § 2802, designated 
existing provisions as subpar. (A) and added subpar. (B). 

Subsec. (a)(2)(A), (C). Pub. L. 102–486, § 2804, inserted 
‘‘or any amendment to a combined construction and 
operating license’’ after ‘‘any amendment to an operat-
ing license’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–486, § 2805, inserted ‘‘or any 
final order allowing or prohibiting a facility to begin 
operating under a combined construction and operating 
license’’ before ‘‘shall be subject to judicial review’’. 

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–415 designated existing 
provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

1962—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 87–615 substituted ‘‘con-
struction permit for a facility’’ and ‘‘construction per-
mit for a testing facility’’ for ‘‘license for a facility’’ 
and ‘‘license for a testing facility’’ respectively, and 
authorized the commission in cases where a permit has 
been issued following a hearing, and in the absence of 
a request therefor by anyone whose interest may be af-
fected, to issue an operating license or an amendment 
to a construction permit or an operating license with-
out a hearing upon thirty days’ notice and publication 
once in the Federal Register of its intent to do so, and 
to dispense with such notice and publication with re-
spect to any application for an amendment to a con-
struction permit or to an operating license upon its de-
termination that the amendment involves no signifi-
cant hazards consideration. 

1957—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 85–256 required the Commis-
sion to hold a hearing after 30 days notice and publica-
tion once in the Federal Register on an application for 
a license for a facility or a testing facility. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Subsec. (a)(1)(B) of this section, as added by section 
2802 of Pub. L. 102–486, applicable to all proceedings in-
volving combined license for which application was 
filed after May 8, 1991, see section 2806 of Pub. L. 
102–486, set out as a note under section 2235 of this title. 
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AUTHORITY TO EFFECTUATE AMENDMENTS TO 
OPERATING LICENSES 

Section 12(b) of Pub. L. 97–415 provided that: ‘‘The au-
thority of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, under 
the provisions of the amendment made by subsection 
(a) [amending this section], to issue and to make imme-
diately effective any amendment to an operating li-
cense shall take effect upon the promulgation by the 
Commission of the regulations required in such provi-
sions.’’ 

REVIEW OF NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION ASSESSMENT 
STATEMENTS 

No court or regulatory body to have jurisdiction to 
compel performance of or to review adequacy of per-
formance of any Nuclear Proliferation Assessment 
Statement called for by the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 
[this chapter] or by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act 
of 1978, Pub. L. 95–242, Mar. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 120, see sec-
tion 2160a of this title. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDERS REVIEW ACT 

Court of appeals exclusive jurisdiction respecting 
final orders of Atomic Energy Commission, now the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the Secretary of 
Energy, made reviewable by this section, see section 
2342 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

§ 2240. Licensee incident reports as evidence 

No report by any licensee of any incident aris-
ing out of or in connection with a licensed activ-
ity made pursuant to any requirement of the 
Commission shall be admitted as evidence in 
any suit or action for damages growing out of 
any matter mentioned in such report. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 190, as added Pub. 
L. 87–206, § 16, Sept. 6, 1961, 75 Stat. 479; renum-
bered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), 
Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

§ 2241. Atomic safety and licensing boards; estab-
lishment; membership; functions; compensa-
tion 

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 
556(b) and 557(b) of title 5, the Commission is au-
thorized to establish one or more atomic safety 
and licensing boards, each comprised of three 
members, one of whom shall be qualified in the 
conduct of administrative proceedings and two 
of whom shall have such technical or other 
qualifications as the Commission deems appro-
priate to the issues to be decided, to conduct 
such hearings as the Commission may direct and 
make such intermediate or final decisions as the 
Commission may authorize with respect to the 
granting, suspending, revoking or amending of 
any license or authorization under the provi-
sions of this chapter, any other provision of law, 
or any regulation of the Commission issued 
thereunder. The Commission may delegate to a 
board such other regulatory functions as the 
Commission deems appropriate. The Commis-
sion may appoint a panel of qualified persons 
from which board members may be selected. 

(b) Board members may be appointed by the 
Commission from private life, or designated 
from the staff of the Commission or other Fed-
eral agency. Board members appointed from pri-
vate life shall receive a per diem compensation 
for each day spent in meetings or conferences, 
and all members shall receive their necessary 
traveling or other expenses while engaged in the 

work of a board. The provisions of section 2203 of 
this title shall be applicable to board members 
appointed from private life. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 191, as added Pub. 
L. 87–615, § 1, Aug. 29, 1962, 76 Stat. 409; amended 
Pub. L. 91–560, § 10, Dec. 19, 1970, 84 Stat. 1474; re-
numbered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, 
§ 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘sections 556(b) and 557(b) of title 5’’ 
substituted for ‘‘sections 7(a) and 8(a) of the Adminis-
trative Procedure Act [5 U.S.C. 1006(a), 1007(a)]’’ on au-
thority of Pub. L. 89–554, § 7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, 
the first section of which enacted Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees. 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91–560 required that two 
members of the board should have such technical or 
other qualifications the Commission deems appropriate 
to the issues to be decided. 

§ 2242. Temporary operating license 

(a) Fuel loading, testing, and operation at spe-
cific power level; petition, affidavit, etc. 

In any proceeding upon an application for an 
operating license for a utilization facility re-
quired to be licensed under section 2133 or 
2134(b) of this title, in which a hearing is other-
wise required pursuant to section 2239(a) of this 
title, the applicant may petition the Commis-
sion for a temporary operating license for such 
facility authorizing fuel loading, testing, and 
operation at a specific power level to be deter-
mined by the Commission, pending final action 
by the Commission on the application. The ini-
tial petition for a temporary operating license 
for each such facility, and any temporary oper-
ating license issued for such facility based upon 
the initial petition, shall be limited to power 
levels not to exceed 5 percent of rated full ther-
mal power. Following issuance by the Commis-
sion of the temporary operating license for each 
such facility, the licensee may file petitions 
with the Commission to amend the license to 
allow facility operation in staged increases at 
specific power levels, to be determined by the 
Commission, exceeding 5 percent of rated full 
thermal power. The initial petition for a tem-
porary operating license for each such facility 
may be filed at any time after the filing of: (1) 
the report of the Advisory Committee on Reac-
tor Safeguards required by section 2232(b) of this 
title; (2) the filing of the initial Safety Evalua-
tion Report by the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion staff and the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion staff’s first supplement to the report pre-
pared in response to the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Reactor Safeguards for the facil-
ity; (3) the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
staff’s final detailed statement on the environ-
mental impact of the facility prepared pursuant 
to section 4332(2)(C) of this title; and (4) a State, 
local, or utility emergency preparedness plan for 
the facility. Petitions for the issuance of a tem-
porary operating license, or for an amendment 
to such a license allowing operation at a specific 
power level greater than that authorized in the 
initial temporary operating license, shall be ac-
companied by an affidavit or affidavits setting 
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forth the specific facts upon which the peti-
tioner relies to justify issuance of the tem-
porary operating license or the amendment 
thereto. The Commission shall publish notice of 
each such petition in the Federal Register and 
in such trade or news publications as the Com-
mission deems appropriate to give reasonable 
notice to persons who might have a potential in-
terest in the grant of such temporary operating 
license or amendment thereto. Any person may 
file affidavits or statements in support of, or in 
opposition to, the petition within thirty days 
after the publication of such notice in the Fed-
eral Register. 

(b) Operation at greater power level; criteria, ef-
fect, terms and conditions, etc.; procedures 
applicable 

With respect to any petition filed pursuant to 
subsection (a) of this section, the Commission 
may issue a temporary operating license, or 
amend the license to authorize temporary oper-
ation at each specific power level greater than 
that authorized in the initial temporary operat-
ing license, as determined by the Commission, 
upon finding that— 

(1) in all respects other than the conduct or 
completion of any required hearing, the re-
quirements of law are met; 

(2) in accordance with such requirements, 
there is reasonable assurance that operation 
of the facility during the period of the tem-
porary operating license in accordance with 
its terms and conditions will provide adequate 
protection to the public health and safety and 
the environment during the period of tem-
porary operation; and 

(3) denial of such temporary operating li-
cense will result in delay between the date on 
which construction of the facility is suffi-
ciently completed, in the judgment of the 
Commission, to permit issuance of the tem-
porary operating license, and the date when 
such facility would otherwise receive a final 
operating license pursuant to this chapter. 

The temporary operating license shall become 
effective upon issuance and shall contain such 
terms and conditions as the Commission may 
deem necessary, including the duration of the li-
cense and any provision for the extension there-
of. Any final order authorizing the issuance or 
amendment of any temporary operating license 
pursuant to this section shall recite with speci-
ficity the facts and reasons justifying the find-
ings under this subsection, and shall be trans-
mitted upon such issuance to the Committees on 
Natural Resources and on Energy and Commerce 
of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of the 
Senate. The final order of the Commission with 
respect to the issuance or amendment of a tem-
porary operating license shall be subject to judi-
cial review pursuant to chapter 158 of title 28. 
The requirements of section 2239(a) of this title 
with respect to the issuance or amendment of 
facility licenses shall not apply to the issuance 
or amendment of a temporary operating license 
under this section. 

(c) Hearing for final operating license; suspen-
sion, issuance, compliance, etc., with tem-
porary operating license 

Any hearing on the application for the final 
operating license for a facility required pursu-
ant to section 2239(a) of this title shall be con-
cluded as promptly as practicable. The Commis-
sion shall suspend the temporary operating li-
cense if it finds that the applicant is not pros-
ecuting the application for the final operating 
license with due diligence. Issuance of a tem-
porary operating license under subsection (b) of 
this section shall be without prejudice to the 
right of any party to raise any issue in a hearing 
required pursuant to section 2239(a) of this title; 
and failure to assert any ground for denial or 
limitation of a temporary operating license 
shall not bar the assertion of such ground in 
connection with the issuance of a subsequent 
final operating license. Any party to a hearing 
required pursuant to section 2239(a) of this title 
on the final operating license for a facility for 
which a temporary operating license has been is-
sued under subsection (b) of this section, and 
any member of the Atomic Safety and Licensing 
Board conducting such hearing, shall promptly 
notify the Commission of any information indi-
cating that the terms and conditions of the tem-
porary operating license are not being met, or 
that such terms and conditions are not suffi-
cient to comply with the provisions of para-
graph (2) of subsection (b) of this section. 

(d) Administrative remedies for minimization of 
need for license 

The Commission is authorized and directed to 
adopt such administrative remedies as the Com-
mission deems appropriate to minimize the need 
for issuance of temporary operating licenses 
pursuant to this section. 

(e) Expiration of issuing authority 

The authority to issue new temporary operat-
ing licenses under this section shall expire on 
December 31, 1983. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 192, as added Pub. 
L. 92–307, June 2, 1972, 86 Stat. 191; amended Pub. 
L. 97–415, § 11, Jan. 4, 1983, 96 Stat. 2071; renum-
bered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), 
Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944; Pub. L. 103–437, 
§ 15(f)(8), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4593.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Natural 
Resources and on’’ for ‘‘Interior and Insular Affairs 
and’’. 

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–415 substituted provi-
sions setting forth procedures for petitioning for a tem-
porary operating license in any proceeding upon an ap-
plication for an operating license for a utilization facil-
ity required to be licensed under section 2133 or 2134(b) 
of this title in which a hearing is otherwise required 
pursuant to section 2239(a) of this title, for provisions 
setting forth procedures for petitioning for a temporary 
operating license in any proceeding upon an applica-
tion for an operating license for a nuclear power reac-
tor in which a hearing is otherwise required pursuant 
to section 2239(a) of this title. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–415 substituted provisions re-
lating to requisite findings, effectiveness, terms and 
conditions, etc., with respect to petition for a tem-
porary operating license for a utilization facility or 
amendment of the license to authorize temporary oper-
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘section’’. 

ation at greater power levels than authorized in the 
initial temporary operating license, for provisions re-
lating to requisite findings, terms and conditions, etc., 
with respect to petition for a temporary operating li-
cense for a nuclear power reactor. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 97–415 inserted provisions relating 
to notification requirements on any party to the hear-
ing and any Board member, and substituted provisions 
relating to suspension of the temporary operating li-
cense, for provisions relating to vacation of the tem-
porary operating license. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97–415 substituted provisions re-
lating to administrative remedies for minimization of 
need for temporary operating licenses for provisions 
setting forth expiration of authority under this section 
on Oct. 30, 1973. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 97–415 added subsec. (e). 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Energy and Commerce of House of 
Representatives treated as referring to Committee on 
Commerce of House of Representatives by section 1(a) 
of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding section 21 
of Title 2, The Congress. Committee on Commerce of 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of House of Representatives, and 
jurisdiction over matters relating to securities and ex-
changes and insurance generally transferred to Com-
mittee on Financial Services of House of Representa-
tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Seventh 
Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

§ 2243. Licensing of uranium enrichment facili-
ties 

(a) Environmental impact statement 

(1) Major Federal action 

The issuance of a license under sections 2073 
and 2093 of this title for the construction and 
operation of any uranium enrichment facility 
shall be considered a major Federal action sig-
nificantly affecting the quality of the human 
environment for purposes of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 
et seq.). 

(2) Timing 

An environmental impact statement pre-
pared under paragraph (1) shall be prepared be-
fore the hearing on the issuance of a license 
for the construction and operation of a ura-
nium enrichment facility is completed. 

(b) Adjudicatory hearing 

(1) In general 

The Commission shall conduct a single adju-
dicatory hearing on the record with regard to 
the licensing of the construction and oper-
ation of a uranium enrichment facility under 
sections 2073 and 2093 of this title. 

(2) Timing 

Such hearing shall be completed and a deci-
sion issued before the issuance of a license for 
such construction and operation. 

(3) Single proceeding 

No further Commission licensing action 
shall be required to authorize operation. 

(c) Inspection and operation 

Prior to commencement of operation of a ura-
nium enrichment facility licensed hereunder, 
the Commission shall verify through inspection 
that the facility has been constructed in accord-
ance with the requirements of the license for 

construction and operation. The Commission 
shall publish notice of the inspection results in 
the Federal Register. 

(d) Insurance and decommissioning 

(1) The Commission shall require, as a condi-
tion of the issuance of a license under sections 
2073 and 2093 of this title for a uranium enrich-
ment facility, that the licensee have and main-
tain liability insurance of such type and in such 
amounts as the Commission judges appropriate 
to cover liability claims arising out of any oc-
currence within the United States, causing, 
within or outside the United States, bodily in-
jury, sickness, disease, or death, or loss of or 
damage to property, or loss of use of property, 
arising out of or resulting from the radioactive, 
toxic, explosive, or other hazardous properties of 
chemical compounds containing source or spe-
cial nuclear material. 

(2) The Commission shall require, as a condi-
tion for the issuance of a license under sections 
2073 and 2093 of this title for a uranium enrich-
ment facility, that the licensee provide adequate 
assurance of the availability of funds for the de-
commissioning (including decontamination) of 
such facility using funding mechanisms that 
may include, but are not necessarily limited to, 
the following: 

(A) Prepayment (in the form of a trust, es-
crow account, government fund, certificate of 
deposit, or deposit of government securities). 

(B) Surety (in the form of a surety or per-
formance bond, letter of credit, or line of cred-
it), insurance, or other guarantee (including 
parent company guarantee) method. 

(C) External sinking fund in which deposits 
are made at least annually. 

(e) No Price-Anderson coverage 

Section 2210 of this title shall not apply to any 
license under section 2073 or 2093 of this title for 
a uranium enrichment facility constructed after 
November 15, 1990. 

(f) Limitation 

No license or certificate of compliance may be 
issued to the United States Enrichment Cor-
poration or its successor under this section or 
sections 1 2073, 2093, or 2297f of this title, if the 
Commission determines that— 

(1) the Corporation is owned, controlled, or 
dominated by an alien, a foreign corporation, 
or a foreign government; or 

(2) the issuance of such a license or certifi-
cate of compliance would be inimical to— 

(A) the common defense and security of 
the United States; or 

(B) the maintenance of a reliable and eco-
nomical domestic source of enrichment serv-
ices. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 193, as added Pub. 
L. 101–575, § 5(e), Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2835; re-
numbered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, 
§ 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944; amended 
Pub. L. 104–134, title III, § 3116(b)(2), Apr. 26, 1996, 
110 Stat. 1321–349.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, re-
ferred to in subsec. (a)(1), is Pub. L. 91–190, Jan. 1, 1970, 
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83 Stat. 852, as amended, which is classified generally 
to chapter 55 (§ 4321 et seq.) of this title. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 4321 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 104–134 added subsec. (f). 

REFERENCES TO UNITED STATES ENRICHMENT 
CORPORATION 

References to the United States Enrichment Corpora-
tion deemed, as of the privatization date (July 28, 1998), 
to be references to the private corporation, see section 
3116(e) of Pub. L. 104–134, set out as a note under former 
section 2297 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER XVI—JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
ATOMIC ENERGY 

§§ 2251 to 2257. Repealed. Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, 
title I, § 302(a), as added Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 
1073, § 1, as added Sept. 20, 1977, Pub. L. 
95–110, § 1, 91 Stat. 884; renumbered title I, 
Oct. 24, 1992, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, 
§ 902(a)(8), 106 Stat. 2944 

Section 2251, act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, § 201, as added 
Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 956, provided for es-
tablishment of Joint Committee on Atomic Energy. 

Provisions similar to section 2251 were contained in 
section 1815(a) of this title prior to the general amend-
ment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946 by act Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, 68 Stat. 921. 

Section 2252, act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, § 202, as added 
Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 956; amended Sept. 6, 
1961, Pub. L. 87–206, § 17, 75 Stat. 479; Mar. 26, 1964, Pub. 
L. 88–294, 78 Stat. 172; Dec. 6, 1974, Pub. L. 93–514, 88 
Stat. 1611, set out authority and duties of Joint Com-
mittee. 

Provisions similar to section 2252 were contained in 
section 1815(b) of this title prior to the general amend-
ment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946 by act Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, 68 Stat. 921. 

Section 2253, act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, § 203, as added 
Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 956, provided for a 
Chairman and a Vice Chairman of Committee. 

Provisions similar to section 2253 were contained in 
section 1815(c) of this title prior to the general amend-
ment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946 by act Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, 68 Stat. 921. 

Section 2254, act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, § 204, as added 
Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 957; amended Dec. 27, 
1974, Pub. L. 93–554, title I, § 101(2), 88 Stat. 1776, related 
to the powers of Committee. 

Provisions similar to section 2254 were contained in 
section 1815(d) of this title prior to the general amend-
ment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946 by act Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, 68 Stat. 921. 

Section 2255, act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, § 205, as added 
Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 957, related to staff 
and assistance for Committee. 

Provisions similar to section 2255 were contained in 
section 1815(e) of this title prior to the general amend-
ment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946 by act Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, 68 Stat. 921. 

Section 2256, act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, § 206, as added 
Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 957, related to classi-
fication of information originating in Committee. 

Section 2257, act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, § 207, as added 
Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 957, required that 
Committee keep records of all Committee actions. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Section 302(a) of act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, as 
added Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, as added Sept. 20, 1977, 
Pub. L. 95–110, § 1, 91 Stat. 884; renumbered title I, Oct. 
24, 1992, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), 106 Stat. 
2944, provided that the repeal of sections 2251 to 2257 is 
effective Sept. 20, 1977. 

§ 2258. Joint Committee on Atomic Energy abol-
ished 

(a) Abolition 

The Joint Committee on Atomic Energy is 
abolished. 

(b) References in rules, etc., on and after Septem-
ber 20, 1977 

Any reference in any rule, resolution, or order 
of the Senate or the House of Representatives or 
in any law, regulation, or Executive order to the 
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy shall, on 
and after September 20, 1977, be considered as re-
ferring to the committees of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives which, under the rules 
of the Senate and the House, have jurisdiction 
over the subject matter of such reference. 

(c) Transfer of records, data, etc.; copies 

All records, data, charts, and files of the Joint 
Committee on Atomic Energy are transferred to 
the committees of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives which, under the rules of the Sen-
ate and the House, have jurisdiction over the 
subject matters to which such records, data, 
charts, and files relate. In the event that any 
record, data, chart, or file shall be within the ju-
risdiction of more than one committee, dupli-
cate copies shall be provided upon request. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 301, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, as added Pub. L. 95–110, § 1, 
Sept. 20, 1977, 91 Stat. 884; renumbered title I, 
Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 
106 Stat. 2944.) 

§ 2259. Information and assistance to Congres-
sional committees 

(a) Secretary of Energy and Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission 

The Secretary of Energy and the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission shall keep the committees 
of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
which, under the rules of the Senate and the 
House, have jurisdiction over the functions of 
the Secretary or the Commission, fully and cur-
rently informed with respect to the activities of 
the Secretary and the Commission. 

(b) Department of Defense and Department of 
State 

The Department of Defense and Department of 
State shall keep the committees of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives which, under 
the rules of the Senate and the House, have ju-
risdiction over national security considerations 
of nuclear energy, fully and currently informed 
with respect to such matters within the Depart-
ment of Defense and Department of State relat-
ing to national security considerations of nu-
clear technology which are within the jurisdic-
tion of such committees. 

(c) Government agencies 

Any Government agency shall furnish any in-
formation requested by the committees of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives which, 
under the rules of the Senate and the House, 
have jurisdiction over the development, utiliza-
tion, or application of nuclear energy, with re-
spect to the activities or responsibilities of such 
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