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4102a Pilot program for mitigation of severe repet-
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4103. Repealed. 
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4104c. Mitigation assistance. 
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SUBCHAPTER IV—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

4121. Definitions. 
4122. Studies of other natural disasters; coopera-

tion and consultation with other depart-
ments and agencies. 
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4128. Rules and regulations. 
4129. Federal Insurance Administrator; establish-

ment of position. 

§ 4001. Congressional findings and declaration of 
purpose 

(a) Necessity and reasons for flood insurance 
program 

The Congress finds that (1) from time to time 
flood disasters have created personal hardships 
and economic distress which have required un-
foreseen disaster relief measures and have 
placed an increasing burden on the Nation’s re-
sources; (2) despite the installation of preventive 
and protective works and the adoption of other 
public programs designed to reduce losses 
caused by flood damage, these methods have not 
been sufficient to protect adequately against 
growing exposure to future flood losses; (3) as a 
matter of national policy, a reasonable method 
of sharing the risk of flood losses is through a 
program of flood insurance which can com-
plement and encourage preventive and protec-
tive measures; and (4) if such a program is initi-
ated and carried out gradually, it can be ex-
panded as knowledge is gained and experience is 
appraised, thus eventually making flood insur-
ance coverage available on reasonable terms and 
conditions to persons who have need for such 
protection. 

(b) Participation of Federal Government in flood 
insurance program carried out by private in-
surance industry 

The Congress also finds that (1) many factors 
have made it uneconomic for the private insur-
ance industry alone to make flood insurance 
available to those in need of such protection on 
reasonable terms and conditions; but (2) a pro-
gram of flood insurance with large-scale partici-
pation of the Federal Government and carried 
out to the maximum extent practicable by the 
private insurance industry is feasible and can be 
initiated. 

(c) Unified national program for flood plain man-
agement 

The Congress further finds that (1) a program 
of flood insurance can promote the public inter-
est by providing appropriate protection against 
the perils of flood losses and encouraging sound 
land use by minimizing exposure of property to 
flood losses; and (2) the objectives of a flood in-
surance program should be integrally related to 
a unified national program for flood plain man-
agement and, to this end, it is the sense of Con-
gress that within two years following the effec-
tive date of this chapter the President should 
transmit to the Congress for its consideration 
any further proposals necessary for such a uni-
fied program, including proposals for the alloca-
tion of costs among beneficiaries of flood protec-
tion. 

(d) Authorization of flood insurance program; 
flexibility in program 

It is therefore the purpose of this chapter to 
(1) authorize a flood insurance program by 
means of which flood insurance, over a period of 
time, can be made available on a nationwide 
basis through the cooperative efforts of the Fed-
eral Government and the private insurance in-
dustry, and (2) provide flexibility in the program 
so that such flood insurance may be based on 
workable methods of pooling risks, minimizing 
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