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Section 4531, Pub. L. 91-609, title VII, §728, Dec. 31,
1970, 84 Stat. 1803, authorized use of funds under the
new communities development program jointly with
funds available under other Federal assistance pro-
grams.

Section 4532, Pub. L. 91-609, title VII, §729, Dec. 31,
1970, 84 Stat. 1804; Pub. L. 93-383, title VIII, §803(a), (b),
Aug. 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 725, provided for establishment
and operation of New Community Development Cor-
poration within Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.
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§4541. Congressional findings and declaration of
purpose

(a) The Congress finds that—

(1) alcohol is one of the most dangerous
drugs and the drug most frequently abused in
the United States;

(2) approximately ten million, or 7 percent,
of the adults in the United States are alcohol-
ics or problem drinkers;

(3) it is estimated that alcoholism and other
alcohol related problems cost the United
States over $43,000,000,000 annually in lost pro-
duction, medical and public assistance expend-
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itures, police and court costs, and motor vehi-
cle and other accidents;

(4) alcohol abuse is found with increasing
frequency among persons who are multiple-
drug abusers and among former heroin users
who are being treated in methadone mainte-
nance programs;

(5) alcohol abuse is being discovered among
growning numbers of youth;

(6) alcohol abuse and alcoholism have a sub-
stantial impact on the families of alcohol
abusers and alcoholics and contributes to do-
mestic violence;

(7) alcohol abuse and alcoholism, together
with abuse of other legal and illegal drugs,
present a need for prevention and intervention
programs designed to reach the general popu-
lation and members of high risk populations
such as youth, women, the elderly, and fami-
lies of alcohol abusers and alcoholics; and

(8) alcoholism is an illness requiring treat-
ment and rehabilitation through the assist-
ance of a broad range of community health
and social services and with the cooperation of
law enforcement agencies, employers, em-
ployee associations, and associations of con-
cerned individuals.

(b) It is the policy of the United States and the
purpose of this chapter to approach alcohol
abuse and alcoholism from a comprehensive
community care standpoint, and to meet the
problems of alcohol abuse and alcoholism
through—

(1) comprehensive Federal, State, and local
planning for, and effective use of, Federal as-
sistance to States, and direct Federal assist-
ance to community-based programs to meet
the urgent needs of special populations, in co-
ordination with all other governmental and
nongovernmental sources of assistance;

(2) the development of methods for diverting
problem drinkers from criminal justice sys-
tems into prevention and treatment programs;

(3) the development and encouragement of
prevention programs designed to combat the
spread of alcoholism, alcohol abuse, and abuse
of other legal and illegal drugs;

(4) the development and encouragement of
effective occupational prevention and treat-
ment programs within government and in co-
operation with the private sector; and

(5) increased Federal commitment to re-
search into the behavioral and biomedical eti-
ology of, the treatment of, and the mental and
physical health and social and economic con-
sequences of, alcohol abuse and alcoholism.

(Pub. L. 91-616, §2, as added Pub. L. 93-282, title
I, §102(a), May 14, 1974, 88 Stat. 126; amended
Pub. L. 94371, §2, July 26, 1976, 90 Stat. 1035;
Pub. L. 95-622, title II, §268(a), Nov. 9, 1978, 92
Stat. 3437; Pub. L. 96-180, §2, Jan. 2, 1980, 93 Stat.
1301.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’”, meaning Pub. L. 91-616, Dec. 31,
1970, 84 Stat. 1848, known as the Comprehensive Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment, and Re-
habilitation Act of 1970. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note below and
Tables.
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