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SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY 

§ 5601. Findings 

(a) The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Although the juvenile violent crime ar-

rest rate in 1999 was the lowest in the decade, 
there remains a consensus that the number of 
crimes and the rate of offending by juveniles 
nationwide is still too high. 

(2) According to the Office of Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention, allowing 1 
youth to leave school for a life of crime and of 
drug abuse costs society $1,700,000 to $2,300,000 
annually. 

(3) One in every 6 individuals (16.2 percent) 
arrested for committing violent crime in 1999 
was less than 18 years of age. In 1999, juveniles 
accounted for 9 percent of murder arrests, 17 
percent of forcible rape arrests, 25 percent of 
robbery arrest, 14 percent of aggravated as-
sault arrests, and 24 percent of weapons ar-
rests. 

(4) More than 1⁄2 of juvenile murder victims 
are killed with firearms. Of the nearly 1,800 
murder victims less than 18 years of age, 17 
percent of the victims less than 13 years of age 
were murdered with a firearm, and 81 percent 
of the victims 13 years of age or older were 
killed with a firearm. 

(5) Juveniles accounted for 13 percent of all 
drug abuse violation arrests in 1999. Between 
1990 and 1999, juvenile arrests for drug abuse 
violations rose 132 percent. 

(6) Over the last 3 decades, youth gang prob-
lems have increased nationwide. In the 1970’s, 
19 States reported youth gang problems. By 
the late 1990’s, all 50 States and the District of 
Columbia reported gang problems. For the 
same period, the number of cities reporting 
youth gang problems grew 843 percent, and the 
number of counties reporting gang problems 
increased more than 1,000 percent. 

(7) According to a national crime survey of 
individuals 12 years of age or older during 1999, 
those 12 to 19 years old are victims of violent 
crime at higher rates than individuals in all 
other age groups. Only 30.8 percent of these 
violent victimizations were reported by youth 
to police in 1999. 

(8) One-fifth of juveniles 16 years of age who 
had been arrested were first arrested before at-
taining 12 years of age. Juveniles who are 
known to the juvenile justice system before 
attaining 13 years of age are responsible for a 
disproportionate share of serious crimes and 
violence. 

(9) The increase in the arrest rates for girls 
and young juvenile offenders has changed the 
composition of violent offenders entering the 
juvenile justice system. 

(10) These problems should be addressed 
through a 2-track common sense approach 
that addresses the needs of individual juve-
niles and society at large by promoting— 

(A) quality prevention programs that— 
(i) work with juveniles, their families, 

local public agencies, and community- 
based organizations, and take into consid-
eration such factors as whether or not ju-
veniles have been the victims of family 
violence (including child abuse and ne-
glect); and 

(ii) are designed to reduce risks and de-
velop competencies in at-risk juveniles 
that will prevent, and reduce the rate of, 
violent delinquent behavior; and 

(B) programs that assist in holding juve-
niles accountable for their actions and in de-
veloping the competencies necessary to be-
come responsible and productive members of 
their communities, including a system of 
graduated sanctions to respond to each de-
linquent act, requiring juveniles to make 
restitution, or perform community service, 
for the damage caused by their delinquent 
acts, and methods for increasing victim sat-
isfaction with respect to the penalties im-
posed on juveniles for their acts. 

(11) Coordinated juvenile justice and delin-
quency prevention projects that meet the 
needs of juveniles through the collaboration of 
the many local service systems juveniles en-
counter can help prevent juveniles from be-
coming delinquent and help delinquent youth 
return to a productive life. 

(b) Congress must act now to reform this pro-
gram by focusing on juvenile delinquency pre-
vention programs, as well as programs that hold 
juveniles accountable for their acts and which 
provide opportunities for competency develop-
ment. Without true reform, the juvenile justice 
system will not be able to overcome the chal-
lenges it will face in the coming years when the 
number of juveniles is expected to increase by 18 
percent between 2000 and 2030. 

(Pub. L. 93–415, title I, § 101, Sept. 7, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1109; Pub. L. 96–509, § 3, Dec. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 2750; 
Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 611, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 
2107; Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(a), Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4982; Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, title II, § 12202, Nov. 
2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1869.) 



Page 5628 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 5601 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–273 amended heading and text gener-
ally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 

‘‘(a) The Congress hereby finds that— 
‘‘(1) juveniles accounted for almost half the arrests 

for serious crimes in the United States in 1974 and for 
less than one-third of such arrests in 1983; 

‘‘(2) recent trends show an upsurge in arrests of 
adolescents for murder, assault, and weapon use; 

‘‘(3) the small number of youth who commit the 
most serious and violent offenses are becoming more 
violent; 

‘‘(4) understaffed, overcrowded juvenile courts, 
prosecutorial and public defender offices, probation 
services, and correctional facilities and inadequately 
trained staff in such courts, services, and facilities 
are not able to provide individualized justice or effec-
tive help; 

‘‘(5) present juvenile courts, foster and protective 
care programs, and shelter facilities are inadequate 
to meet the needs of children, who, because of this 
failure to provide effective services, may become de-
linquents; 

‘‘(6) existing programs have not adequately re-
sponded to the particular problems of the increasing 
numbers of young people who are addicted to or who 
abuse alcohol and other drugs, particularly nonopiate 
or polydrug abusers; 

‘‘(7) juvenile delinquency can be reduced through 
programs designed to keep students in elementary 
and secondary schools through the prevention of un-
warranted and arbitrary suspensions and expulsions; 

‘‘(8) States and local communities which experience 
directly the devastating failures of the juvenile jus-
tice system do not presently have sufficient technical 
expertise or adequate resources to deal comprehen-
sively with the problems of juvenile delinquency; 

‘‘(9) existing Federal programs have not provided 
the direction, coordination, resources, and leadership 
required to meet the crisis of delinquency; 

‘‘(10) the juvenile justice system should give addi-
tional attention to the problem of juveniles who com-
mit serious crimes, with particular attention given to 
the areas of sentencing, providing resources nec-
essary for informed dispositions, and rehabilitation; 

‘‘(11) emphasis should be placed on preventing 
youth from entering the juvenile justice system to 
begin with; and 

‘‘(12) the incidence of juvenile delinquency can be 
reduced through public recreation programs and ac-
tivities designed to provide youth with social skills, 
enhance self esteem, and encourage the constructive 
use of discretionary time. 
‘‘(b) Congress finds further that the high incidence of 

delinquency in the United States today results in enor-
mous annual cost and immeasurable loss of human life, 
personal security, and wasted human resources and 
that juvenile delinquency constitutes a growing threat 
to the national welfare requiring immediate and com-
prehensive action by the Federal Government to reduce 
and prevent delinquency.’’ 

1992—Subsec. (a)(2), (3). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(a)(2), added 
pars. (2) and (3). Former pars. (2) and (3) redesignated 
(4) and (5), respectively. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(a)(1), (3), redesig-
nated par. (2) as (4) and inserted ‘‘prosecutorial and 
public defender offices,’’. Former par. (4) redesignated 
(6). 

Subsec. (a)(5) to (10). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(a)(1), redesig-
nated pars. (3) to (8) as (5) to (10), respectively. 

Subsec. (a)(11), (12). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(a)(4)–(6), added 
pars. (11) and (12). 

1984—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 98–473, § 611(1), substituted 
‘‘accounted’’ for ‘‘account’’ and ‘‘in 1974 and for less 
than one-third of such arrests in 1983’’ for ‘‘today’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 98–473, § 611(2), inserted ‘‘and in-
adequately trained staff in such courts, services, and 
facilities’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 98–473, § 611(3), struck out ‘‘the 
countless, abandoned, and dependent’’ before ‘‘children, 
who’’. 

Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 98–473, § 611(4), substituted ‘‘re-
duced’’ for ‘‘prevented’’. 

1980—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 96–509, § 3(1), inserted ref-
erence to alcohol abuse. 

Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 96–509, § 3(2)–(4), added par. (8). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, title II, § 12223, Nov. 2, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1896, as amended by Pub. L. 108–7, div. B, title I, 
§ 110(2), (3), Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 67, provided that: 

‘‘(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), this subtitle [subtitle B (§§ 12201–12223) of 
title II of div. C of Pub. L. 107–273, see Short Title of 
2002 Amendment note below] and the amendments 
made by this subtitle shall take effect on the effective 
date provided in section 12102(b) [set out as a note 
under section 3796ee of this title]. 

‘‘(b) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS.—The amendments 
made by this subtitle shall apply only with respect to 
fiscal years beginning on or after the effective date pro-
vided in subsection (a).’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7296, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4463, as amended by Pub. L. 101–204, title X, § 1001(d), 
Dec. 7, 1989, 103 Stat. 1827, provided that: 

‘‘(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), this subtitle [subtitle F (§§ 7250–7296) of title 
VII of Pub. L. 100–690, see Short Title of 1988 Amend-
ment note below] and the amendments made by this 
Act [probably should be subtitle] shall take effect on 
October 1, 1988. 

‘‘(b) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS.—(1) The amend-
ments made by section 7258(a) [amending section 5633 of 
this title] shall not apply to a State with respect to a 
fiscal year beginning before the date of the enactment 
of this Act [Nov. 18, 1988] if the State plan is approved 
before such date by the Administrator for such fiscal 
year. 

‘‘(2) The amendments made by section 7253(b)(1) 
[amending section 5614 of this title] and section 7278 
[enacting section 5732 of this title] shall not apply with 
respect to fiscal year 1989. 

‘‘(3) Notwithstanding the 180-day period provided in— 
‘‘(A) section 207 of the Juvenile Justice and Delin-

quency Prevention Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5611 et seq.) 
[42 U.S.C. 5617], as added by section 7255; 

‘‘(B) section 361 of the Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5701 et seq.) [42 U.S.C. 5715], as 
redesignated by section 7273(e)(2) and amended by 
section 7274; and 

‘‘(C) section 404(a)(5) of the Missing Children’s As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5773(a)(5)), as amended by sec-
tion 7285(a)(3); 

the reports required by such sections to be submitted 
with respect to fiscal year 1988 shall be submitted not 
later than August 1, 1989.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Section 670 of division II (§§ 610–670) of chapter VI of 
title II of Pub. L. 98–473 provided that: 

‘‘(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), this divi-
sion and the amendments made by this division [see 
Short Title of 1984 Amendment note below] shall take 
effect on the date of the enactment of this joint resolu-
tion [Oct. 12, 1984] or October 1, 1984, whichever occurs 
later. 

‘‘(b) Paragraph (2) of section 331(c) of the Runaway 
and Homeless Youth Act, as added by section 657(d) of 
this division [section 5751(c)(2) of this title], shall not 
apply with respect to any grant or payment made be-
fore the effective date of this joint resolution [Oct. 12, 
1984].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Section 263(c) of Pub. L. 93–415, as added by Pub. L. 
95–115, § 6(d)(2), Oct. 3, 1977, 91 Stat. 1058, which provided 
that except as otherwise provided by the Juvenile Jus-
tice Amendments of 1977 (see Short Title of 1977 



Page 5629 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 5601 

Amendments note below), the amendments made by the 
Juvenile Justice Amendments of 1977 were to take ef-
fect on Oct. 1, 1977, was repealed by Pub. L. 100–690, 
title VII, § 7266(2), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4449. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 263(a), (b) of Pub. L. 93–415, as amended by 
Pub. L. 94–273, § 32(a), Apr. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 380; Pub. L. 
95–115, § 6(d)(1), Oct. 3, 1977, 91 Stat. 1058, which provided 
that (a) except as provided by subsections (b) and (c) 
(set out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amendment note 
above), the foregoing provisions of such Act (enacting 
subchapters I and II of this chapter and amending sec-
tion 5108 of Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees) were to take effect on Sept. 7, 1974, and that 
(b) section 5614(b)(5) and 5614(b)(6) of this title was to 
become effective at the close of the thirty-first day of 
the twelfth calendar month of 1974 and section 5614(l) of 
this title was to become effective at the close of the 
thirtieth day of the eleventh month of 1976, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7266(2), Nov. 18, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4449. 

SHORT TITLE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 110–378, § 1, Oct. 8, 2008, 122 Stat. 4068, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 5714–25 and 5732–1 of 
this title and amending sections 5701, 5711, 5712, 5714–2, 
5714–23, 5714–41, 5732a, and 5751 of this title] may be 
cited as the ‘Reconnecting Homeless Youth Act of 
2008’.’’ 

Pub. L. 110–240, § 1, June 3, 2008, 122 Stat. 1560, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 5771, 5773, and 
5777 of this title and repealing section 5776a of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘Protecting Our Children 
Comes First Act of 2007’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 2003 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 108–96, § 1, Oct. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 1167, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 5752 of this title, 
amending sections 5701, 5711, 5712, 5714–2, 5714–21, 
5714–23, 5714–24, 5732a, 5751, 5771, 5773, and 5777 of this 
title, repealing section 5714–25 of this title, and enact-
ing provisions set out as notes under sections 5701 and 
5714–1 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Runaway, 
Homeless, and Missing Children Protection Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, title II, § 12201, Nov. 2, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1869, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle B 
(§§ 12201–12223) of title II of div. C of Pub. L. 107–273, en-
acting subchapter V of this chapter, parts C to E of sub-
chapter II of this chapter, and sections 5677 to 5681 of 
this title, redesignating part J of subchapter II of this 
chapter as part F of subchapter II of this chapter, 
amending this section and sections 5602, 5603, 5612, 5614, 
5616, 5617, 5631 to 5633, 5671, 5672, 5674, 5675, 5773, 13002, 
13003, 13013, and 13023 of this title, repealing parts C to 
I of subchapter II of this chapter, and enacting provi-
sions set out as notes under this section] may be cited 
as the ‘Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
Act of 2002’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–71, § 1, Oct. 12, 1999, 113 Stat. 1032, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 5714–25, 5714–41, 
5731a, and 5732a of this title, amending sections 5701, 
5711, 5712, 5713, 5714–1 to 5714–21, 5714–23, 5714–24, 5714a to 
5731, 5732, 5751 to 5773, 5775, and 5777 of this title, and en-
acting provisions set out as a note under section 7101 of 
Title 20, Education] may be cited as the ‘Missing, Ex-
ploited, and Runaway Children Protection Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–322, title XVII, § 170301, Sept. 13, 1994, 108 
Stat. 2043, provided that subtitle C (§§ 170301–170303) of 
title XVII of Pub. L. 103–322, which enacted section 
5776a of this title, amended sections 5777 and 5778 of this 
title, and enacted provisions set out as a note under 

section 5776a of this title, could be cited as the ‘‘Mor-
gan P. Hardiman Task Force on Missing and Exploited 
Children Act’’, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 105–314, title 
VII, § 703(g), Oct. 30, 1998, 112 Stat. 2989. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7250(a), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 
Stat. 4434, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle F 
(§§ 7250–7296) of title VII of Pub. L. 100–690, enacting sec-
tions 5617, 5662, 5665, 5665a, 5667, 5673 to 5676, 5712a to 
5712c, 5714–1, 5714–2, 5732, 5733, and 5778 of this title, 
amending sections 5603, 5611, 5614, 5616, 5631 to 5633, 5651 
to 5654, 5659 to 5661, 5671, 5672, 5711 to 5714, 5714a, 5714b, 
5715, 5716, 5731, 5751, 5773, 5775, 5776, and 5777 of this title 
and sections 5315 and 5316 of Title 5, Government Orga-
nization and Employees, repealing sections 5634 to 5639, 
5656, 5657, and 5774 of this title, enacting provisions set 
out as notes under this section and section 5617 of this 
title, and repealing provisions set out as a note under 
this section] may be cited as the ‘Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Amendments of 1988’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Section 610 of Pub. L. 98–473 provided that: ‘‘This Di-
vision [division II (§§ 610–670) of chapter VI of title II of 
Pub. L. 98–473, enacting sections 5714a, 5714b, and 5771 
to 5777 of this title, amending this section and sections 
5602, 5603, 5611, 5612, 5614, 5616, 5632 to 5635, 5637, 5638, 
5651, 5653, 5654, 5657, 5659, 5661, 5671, 5672, 5702, 5711 to 
5714, and 5751 of this title, repealing sections 5617, 5655, 
and 5741 of this title, and enacting provisions set out as 
notes under this section] may be cited as the ‘Juvenile 
Justice, Runaway Youth, and Missing Children’s Act 
Amendments of 1984’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 96–509 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting section 5617 of this title, amending this sec-
tion and sections 5602, 5603, 5611, 5612, 5614 to 5616, 5632 
to 5634, 5637, 5638, 5651, 5654 to 5656, 5659 to 5661, 5671, 
5672, 5711 to 5713, 5715, and 5751 of this title, repealing 
former section 5617 and sections 5618 and 5619 of this 
title, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 
this section and section 5633 of this title] may be cited 
as the ‘Juvenile Justice Amendments of 1980’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 95–115, § 1, Oct. 3, 1977, 91 Stat. 1048, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 5741 of this title, 
amending section 5316 of Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees, sections 4351 and 5038 of Title 18, 
Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and sections 3723, 3767, 
3811 to 3814, 3821, 3882, 3883, 3888, 3889, 5603, 5611, 5612, 
5614 to 5618, 5631 to 5635, 5637 to 5639, 5651, 5653 to 5657, 
5659 to 5661, 5671, 5672, 5711 to 5713, 5731, and 5751 of this 
title, repealing sections 3821, 5658, and 5732 of this title, 
enacting provisions set out as notes under this section 
and sections 5632, 5633, and 5638 of this title, and amend-
ing provisions set out as a note under this section] may 
be cited as the ‘Juvenile Justice Amendments of 1977’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 93–415 provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting this chapter, sections 3772 to 3774, and 3821 of 
this title, and sections 4351 to 4353, 5038 to 5042 of Title 
18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, amending sections 
3701, 3723, 3733, 3768, 3811 to 3814, 3882, 3883 and 3888 of 
this title, section 5108 of Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees, and sections 5031 to 5037 of Title 
18, and repealing section 3889 of this title] may be cited 
as the ‘Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
Act of 1974’.’’ 

Section 301 of title III of Pub. L. 93–415, as amended 
by Pub. L. 96–509, § 18(b), Dec. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 2762, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This title [enacting subchapter III of this 
chapter] may be cited as the ‘Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Act’.’’ 

Section 401 of title IV of Pub. L. 93–415, as added by 
Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 660, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2125, 
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as amended by Pub. L. 101–204, title X, § 1004(1), Dec. 7, 
1990, 103 Stat. 1828, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting 
subchapter IV of this chapter] may be cited as the 
‘Missing Children’s Assistance Act’.’’ 

Section 501 of title V of Pub. L. 93–415, as added by 
Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, title II, § 12222(a), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1894, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting sub-
chapter V of this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Incen-
tive Grants for Local Delinquency Prevention Pro-
grams Act of 2002’.’’ 

A prior section 501 of title V of Pub. L. 93–415, as 
added by Pub. L. 102–586, § 5(a), Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 
5027, provided that title V (enacting subchapter V of 
this chapter) could be cited as the ‘‘Incentive Grants 
for Local Delinquency Prevention Programs Act’’, prior 
to the general amendment of title V of Pub. L. 93–415 
by Pub. L. 107–273, § 12222(a). 

Another section 501 of Pub. L. 93–415, title V, Sept. 7, 
1974, 88 Stat. 1133, amended section 5031 of Title 18, 
Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

Pub. L. 108–21, title III, § 361, Apr. 30, 2003, 117 Stat. 
665, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle D (§§ 361–363) 
of title III of Pub. L. 108–21, enacting part B of sub-
chapter VI of this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Code 
Adam Act of 2003’.’’ 

§ 5602. Purposes 

The purposes of this subchapter and sub-
chapter II of this chapter are— 

(1) to support State and local programs that 
prevent juvenile involvement in delinquent be-
havior; 

(2) to assist State and local governments in 
promoting public safety by encouraging ac-
countability for acts of juvenile delinquency; 
and 

(3) to assist State and local governments in 
addressing juvenile crime through the provi-
sion of technical assistance, research, train-
ing, evaluation, and the dissemination of in-
formation on effective programs for combating 
juvenile delinquency. 

(Pub. L. 93–415, title I, § 102, Sept. 7, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1110; Pub. L. 96–509, § 4, Dec. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 2750; 
Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 612, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 
2108; Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(b), Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4982; Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, title II, § 12203, Nov. 
2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1871.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–273 amended heading and text gener-
ally. Prior to text, section read as follows: 

‘‘(a) It is the purpose of this chapter— 
‘‘(1) to provide for the thorough and ongoing eval-

uation of all federally assisted juvenile justice and 
delinquency prevention programs; 

‘‘(2) to provide technical assistance to public and 
private nonprofit juvenile justice and delinquency 
prevention programs; 

‘‘(3) to establish training programs for persons, in-
cluding professionals, paraprofessionals, and volun-
teers, who work with delinquents or potential delin-
quents or whose work or activities relate to juvenile 
delinquency programs; 

‘‘(4) to establish a centralized research effort on the 
problems of juvenile delinquency, including the dis-
semination of the findings of such research and all 
data related to juvenile delinquency; 

‘‘(5) to develop and encourage the implementation 
of national standards for the administration of juve-
nile justice, including recommendations for adminis-
trative, budgetary, and legislative action at the Fed-
eral, State, and local level to facilitate the adoption 
of such standards; 

‘‘(6) to assist States and local communities with re-
sources to develop and implement programs to keep 

students in elementary and secondary schools and to 
prevent unwarranted and arbitrary suspensions and 
expulsions; 

‘‘(7) to establish a Federal assistance program to 
deal with the problems of runaway and homeless 
youth; 

‘‘(8) to strengthen families in which juvenile delin-
quency has been a problem; 

‘‘(9) to assist State and local governments in re-
moving juveniles from jails and lockups for adults; 

‘‘(10) to assist State and local governments in im-
proving the administration of justice and services for 
juveniles who enter the system; and 

‘‘(11) to assist States and local communities to pre-
vent youth from entering the justice system to begin 
with. 
‘‘(b) It is therefore the further declared policy of Con-

gress to provide the necessary resources, leadership, 
and coordination (1) to develop and implement effective 
methods of preventing and reducing juvenile delin-
quency, including methods with a special focus on pre-
serving and strengthening families so that juveniles 
may be retained in their homes; (2) to develop and con-
duct effective programs to prevent delinquency, to di-
vert juveniles from the traditional juvenile justice sys-
tem and to provide critically needed alternatives to in-
stitutionalization; (3) to improve the quality of juve-
nile justice in the United States; (4) to increase the ca-
pacity of State and local governments and public and 
private agencies to conduct effective juvenile justice 
and delinquency prevention and rehabilitation pro-
grams and to provide research, evaluation, and training 
services in the field of juvenile delinquency prevention; 
(5) to encourage parental involvement in treatment and 
alternative disposition programs; and (6) to provide for 
coordination of services between State, local, and com-
munity-based agencies and to promote interagency co-
operation in providing such services.’’ 

1992—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(b)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘justice and delinquency prevention’’ for ‘‘de-
linquency’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(b)(1)(B), substituted 
‘‘nonprofit juvenile justice and delinquency prevention 
programs’’ for ‘‘agencies, institutions, and individuals 
in developing and implementing juvenile delinquency 
programs’’. 

Subsec. (a)(8), (9). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(b)(1)(C)–(E), 
added par. (8) and redesignated former par. (8) as (9). 

Subsec. (a)(10), (11). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(b)(1)(F), (G), 
added pars. (10) and (11). 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(b)(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘preserving and strengthening families’’ for ‘‘maintain-
ing and strengthening the family unit’’. 

Subsec. (b)(5), (6). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(b)(2)(B), (C), 
added cls. (5) and (6). 

1984—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 98–473, § 612(1), substituted 
‘‘ongoing’’ for ‘‘prompt’’. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 98–473, § 612(2), substituted ‘‘the 
dissemination of’’ for ‘‘an information clearinghouse to 
disseminate’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 98–473, § 612(3), inserted ‘‘and 
homeless’’. 

1980—Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 96–509, § 4(a), added par. 
(8). 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 96–509, § 4(b), inserted reference 
to methods with a special focus on maintaining and 
strengthening the family unit so that juveniles may be 
retained in their homes. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–273 effective on the first 
day of the first fiscal year that begins after Nov. 2, 2002, 
and applicable only with respect to fiscal years begin-
ning on or after the first day of the first fiscal year 
that begins after Nov. 2, 2002, see section 12223 of Pub. 
L. 107–273, as amended, set out as a note under section 
5601 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–473 effective Oct. 12, 1984, 
see section 670(a) of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as a note 
under section 5601 of this title. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘provide’’. 

§ 5603. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘community based’’ facility, 

program, or service means a small, open group 
home or other suitable place located near the 
juvenile’s home or family and programs of 
community supervision and service which 
maintain community and consumer participa-
tion in the planning operation, and evaluation 
of their programs which may include, but are 
not limited to, medical, educational, voca-
tional, social, and psychological guidance, 
training, special education, counseling, alco-
holism treatment, drug treatment, and other 
rehabilitative services; 

(2) the term ‘‘Federal juvenile delinquency 
program’’ means any juvenile delinquency pro-
gram which is conducted, directly, or indi-
rectly, or is assisted by any Federal depart-
ment or agency, including any program funded 
under this chapter; 

(3) the term ‘‘juvenile delinquency program’’ 
means any program or activity related to ju-
venile delinquency prevention, control, diver-
sion, treatment, rehabilitation, planning, edu-
cation, training, and research, including drug 
and alcohol abuse programs; the improvement 
of the juvenile justice system; and any pro-
gram or activity designed to reduce known 
risk factors for juvenile delinquent behavior, 
provides 1 activities that build on protective 
factors for, and develop competencies in, juve-
niles to prevent, and reduce the rate of, delin-
quent juvenile behavior; 

(4)(A) the term ‘‘Bureau of Justice Assist-
ance’’ means the bureau established by section 
3741 of this title; 

(B) the term ‘‘Office of Justice Programs’’ 
means the office established by section 3711 of 
this title; 

(C) the term ‘‘National Institute of Justice’’ 
means the institute established by section 
3722(a) of this title; and 

(D) the term ‘‘Bureau of Justice Statistics’’ 
means the bureau established by section 
3732(a) of this title; 

(5) the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the 
agency head designated by section 5611(b) of 
this title; 

(6) the term ‘‘law enforcement and criminal 
justice’’ means any activity pertaining to 
crime prevention, control, or reduction or the 
enforcement of the criminal law, including, 
but not limited to police efforts to prevent, 
control, or reduce crime or to apprehend 
criminals, activities of courts having criminal 
jurisdiction and related agencies (including 
prosecutorial and defender services), activities 
of corrections, probation, or parole authori-
ties, and programs relating to the prevention, 
control, or reduction of juvenile delinquency 
or narcotic addiction; 

(7) the term ‘‘State’’ means any State of the 
United States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands; 

(8) the term ‘‘unit of local government’’ 
means— 

(A) any city, county, township, town, bor-
ough, parish, village, or other general pur-
pose political subdivision of a State; 

(B) any law enforcement district or judi-
cial enforcement district that— 

(i) is established under applicable State 
law; and 

(ii) has the authority to, in a manner 
independent of other State entities, estab-
lish a budget and raise revenues; 

(C) an Indian Tribe that performs law en-
forcement functions, as determined by the 
Secretary of the Interior; or 

(D) for the purposes of assistance eligi-
bility, any agency of the government of the 
District of Columbia or the Federal Govern-
ment that performs law enforcement func-
tions in and for— 

(i) the District of Columbia; or 
(ii) any Trust Territory of the United 

States; 

(9) the term ‘‘combination’’ as applied to 
States or units of local government means any 
grouping or joining together of such States or 
units for the purpose of preparing, developing, 
or implementing a juvenile justice and delin-
quency prevention plan; 

(10) the term ‘‘construction’’ means acquisi-
tion, expansion, remodeling, and alteration of 
existing buildings, and initial equipment of 
any such buildings, or any combination of 
such activities (including architects’ fees but 
not the cost of acquisition of land for build-
ings); 

(11) the term ‘‘public agency’’ means any 
State, unit of local government, combination 
of such States or units, or any department, 
agency, or instrumentality of any of the fore-
going; 

(12) the term ‘‘secure detention facility’’ 
means any public or private residential facil-
ity which— 

(A) includes construction fixtures designed 
to physically restrict the movements and ac-
tivities of juveniles or other individuals held 
in lawful custody in such facility; and 

(B) is used for the temporary placement of 
any juvenile who is accused of having com-
mitted an offense or of any other individual 
accused of having committed a criminal of-
fense; 

(13) the term ‘‘secure correctional facility’’ 
means any public or private residential facil-
ity which— 

(A) includes construction fixtures designed 
to physically restrict the movements and ac-
tivities of juveniles or other individuals held 
in lawful custody in such facility; and 

(B) is used for the placement, after adju-
dication and disposition, of any juvenile who 
has been adjudicated as having committed 
an offense or any other individual convicted 
of a criminal offense; 

(14) the term ‘‘serious crime’’ means crimi-
nal homicide, forcible rape or other sex of-
fenses punishable as a felony, mayhem, kid-
napping, aggravated assault, drug trafficking, 
robbery, larceny or theft punishable as a fel-
ony, motor vehicle theft, burglary or breaking 
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and entering, extortion accompanied by 
threats of violence, and arson punishable as a 
felony; 

(15) the term ‘‘treatment’’ includes but is 
not limited to medical, educational, special 
education, social, psychological, and voca-
tional services, corrective and preventive 
guidance and training, and other rehabilita-
tive services designed to protect the public, in-
cluding services designed to benefit addicts 
and other users by eliminating their depend-
ence on alcohol or other addictive or non-
addictive drugs or by controlling their depend-
ence and susceptibility to addiction or use; 

(16) the term ‘‘valid court order’’ means a 
court order given by a juvenile court judge to 
a juvenile— 

(A) who was brought before the court and 
made subject to such order; and 

(B) who received, before the issuance of 
such order, the full due process rights guar-
anteed to such juvenile by the Constitution 
of the United States; 

(17) the term ‘‘Council’’ means the Coordi-
nating Council on Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention established in section 
5616(a)(1) of this title; 

(18) the term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ means— 
(A) a federally recognized Indian tribe; or 
(B) an Alaskan Native organization; 

(19) the term ‘‘comprehensive and coordi-
nated system of services’’ means a system 
that— 

(A) ensures that services and funding for 
the prevention and treatment of juvenile de-
linquency are consistent with policy goals of 
preserving families and providing appro-
priate services in the least restrictive envi-
ronment so as to simultaneously protect ju-
veniles and maintain public safety; 

(B) identifies, and intervenes early for the 
benefit of, young children who are at risk of 
developing emotional or behavioral prob-
lems because of physical or mental stress or 
abuse, and for the benefit of their families; 

(C) increases interagency collaboration 
and family involvement in the prevention 
and treatment of juvenile delinquency; and 

(D) encourages private and public partner-
ships in the delivery of services for the pre-
vention and treatment of juvenile delin-
quency; 

(20) the term ‘‘gender-specific services’’ 
means services designed to address needs 
unique to the gender of the individual to 
whom such services are provided; 

(21) the term ‘‘home-based alternative serv-
ices’’ means services provided to a juvenile in 
the home of the juvenile as an alternative to 
incarcerating the juvenile, and includes home 
detention; 

(22) the term ‘‘jail or lockup for adults’’ 
means a locked facility that is used by a 
State, unit of local government, or any law 
enforcement authority to detain or confine 
adults— 

(A) pending the filing of a charge of violat-
ing a criminal law; 

(B) awaiting trial on a criminal charge; or 
(C) convicted of violating a criminal law; 

(23) the term ‘‘nonprofit organization’’ 
means an organization described in section 
501(c)(3) of title 26 that is exempt from tax-
ation under section 501(a) of title 26; 

(24) the term ‘‘graduated sanctions’’ means 
an accountability-based, graduated series of 
sanctions (including incentives, treatment, 
and services) applicable to juveniles within 
the juvenile justice system to hold such juve-
niles accountable for their actions and to pro-
tect communities from the effects of juvenile 
delinquency by providing appropriate sanc-
tions for every act for which a juvenile is adju-
dicated delinquent, by inducing their law-abid-
ing behavior, and by preventing their subse-
quent involvement with the juvenile justice 
system; 

(25) the term ‘‘contact’’ means the degree of 
interaction allowed between juvenile offenders 
in a secure custody status and incarcerated 
adults under section 31.303(d)(1)(i) of title 28, 
Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect on 
December 10, 1996; 

(26) the term ‘‘adult inmate’’ means an indi-
vidual who— 

(A) has reached the age of full criminal re-
sponsibility under applicable State law; and 

(B) has been arrested and is in custody for 
or awaiting trial on a criminal charge, or is 
convicted of a criminal offense; 

(27) the term ‘‘violent crime’’ means— 
(A) murder or nonnegligent manslaughter, 

forcible rape, or robbery, or 
(B) aggravated assault committed with the 

use of a firearm; 

(28) the term ‘‘collocated facilities’’ means 
facilities that are located in the same build-
ing, or are part of a related complex of build-
ings located on the same grounds; and 

(29) the term ‘‘related complex of buildings’’ 
means 2 or more buildings that share— 

(A) physical features, such as walls and 
fences, or services beyond mechanical serv-
ices (heating, air conditioning, water and 
sewer); or 

(B) the specialized services that are allow-
able under section 31.303(e)(3)(i)(C)(3) of title 
28 of the Code of Federal Regulations, as in 
effect on December 10, 1996. 

(Pub. L. 93–415, title I, § 103, Sept. 7, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1111; Pub. L. 95–115, § 2, Oct. 3, 1977, 91 Stat. 1048; 
Pub. L. 96–509, §§ 5, 19(a), Dec. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 
2751, 2762; Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 613, Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 2108; Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, 
§§ 7251(a), 7252(b)(1), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4435, 
4436; Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(c), Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4983; Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(b) [title I, 
§ 129(a)(1)], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–50, 2681–75; 
Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, title II, § 12204, Nov. 2, 
2002, 116 Stat. 1871.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 93–415, Sept. 7, 1974, 88 
Stat. 1109, known as the Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention Act of 1974, which is classified prin-
cipally to this chapter. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 5601 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Par. (3). Pub. L. 107–273, § 12204(1), substituted 
‘‘designed to reduce known risk factors for juvenile de-



Page 5633 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 5603 

linquent behavior, provides activities that build on pro-
tective factors for, and develop competencies in, juve-
niles to prevent, and reduce the rate of, delinquent ju-
venile behavior’’ for ‘‘to help prevent juvenile delin-
quency’’. 

Par. (4). Pub. L. 107–273, § 12204(2), made technical 
amendment to references in original act which appear 
in text as references to sections 3741, 3711, 3722 and 3732 
of this title. 

Par. (7). Pub. L. 107–273, § 12204(3), struck out ‘‘the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,’’ after ‘‘Puerto 
Rico,’’. 

Par. (12)(B). Pub. L. 107–273, § 12204(4), struck out ‘‘, of 
any nonoffender,’’ after ‘‘committed an offense’’. 

Par. (13)(B). Pub. L. 107–273, § 12204(5), struck out 
‘‘, any nonoffender,’’ after ‘‘committed an offense’’. 

Par. (14). Pub. L. 107–273, § 12204(6), inserted ‘‘drug 
trafficking,’’ after ‘‘aggravated assault,’’. 

Par. (16)(C). Pub. L. 107–273, § 12204(7), struck out sub-
par. (C) which read as follows: ‘‘with respect to whom 
an appropriate public agency (other than a court or law 
enforcement agency), before the issuance of such 
order— 

‘‘(i) reviewed the behavior of such juvenile and the 
circumstances under which such juvenile was brought 
before the court and made subject to such order; 

‘‘(ii) determined the reasons for the behavior that 
caused such juvenile to be brought before the court 
and made subject to such order; 

‘‘(iii) determined that all dispositions (including 
treatment), other than placement in a secure deten-
tion facility or a secure correctional facility, have 
been exhausted or are clearly inappropriate; and 

‘‘(iv) submitted to the court a written report stat-
ing the results of the review conducted under clause 
(i) and the determinations made under clauses (ii) 
and (iii);’’. 
Par. (22). Pub. L. 107–273, § 12204(8)(A), redesignated 

cls. (i) to (iii) as subpars. (A) to (C), respectively. 
Pars. (24) to (29). Pub. L. 107–273, § 12204(8)(B)–(10), 

added pars. (24) to (29). 
1998—Par. (8). Pub. L. 105–277, § 101(b) [title I, 

§ 129(a)(1)(A)], added par. (8) and struck out former par. 
(8) which read as follows: ‘‘the term ‘unit of general 
local government’ means any city, county, township, 
town, borough, parish, village, or other general purpose 
political subdivision of a State, an Indian tribe which 
performs law enforcement functions as determined by 
the Secretary of the Interior, or, for the purpose of as-
sistance eligibility, any agency of the District of Co-
lumbia government performing law enforcement func-
tions in and for the District of Columbia and funds ap-
propriated by the Congress for the activities of such 
agency may be used to provide the non-Federal share of 
the cost of programs or projects funded under this sub-
chapter;’’. 

Par. (9). Pub. L. 105–277, § 101(b) [title I, § 129(a)(1)(B)], 
substituted ‘‘units of local government’’ for ‘‘units of 
general local government’’. 

1992—Par. (16). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(c)(1), amended par. 
(16) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (16) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘the term ‘valid court order’ means a court order 
given by a juvenile court judge to a juvenile who has 
been brought before the court and made subject to a 
court order. The use of the word ‘valid’ permits the in-
carceration of juveniles for violation of a valid court 
order only if they received their full due process rights 
as guaranteed by the Constitution of the United 
States;’’. 

Pars. (19) to (23). Pub. L. 102–586, § 1(c)(2)–(4), added 
pars. (19) to (23). 

1988—Par. (5). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7252(b)(1), substituted 
‘‘section 5611(b)’’ for ‘‘section 5611(c)’’. 

Pars. (17), (18). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7251(a), added pars. 
(17) and (18). 

1984—Par. (3). Pub. L. 98–473, § 613(1), struck out ‘‘for 
neglected, abandoned, or dependent youth and other 
youth’’ before ‘‘to help’’ and inserted ‘‘juvenile’’ after 
‘‘prevent’’. 

Par. (4)(A). Pub. L. 98–473, § 613(2), substituted ‘‘ ‘Bu-
reau of Justice Assistance’ means the bureau estab-

lished by section 3741 of this title’’ for ‘‘ ‘Office of Jus-
tice Assistance, Research, and Statistics’ means the of-
fice established by section 3781(a) of this title’’. 

Par. (4)(B). Pub. L. 98–473, § 613(2), substituted ‘‘ ‘Of-
fice of Justice Programs’ means the office established 
by section 3711 of this title’’ for ‘‘ ‘Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration’ means the administration 
established by section 3711 of this title’’. 

Par. (6). Pub. L. 98–473, § 613(3), substituted ‘‘serv-
ices),’’ for ‘‘services,’’ before ‘‘activities of’’. 

Par. (14). Pub. L. 98–473, § 613(4)(A), inserted ‘‘or other 
sex offenses punishable as a felony’’. 

Par. (16). Pub. L. 98–473, § 613(4)(B)–(6), added par. (16). 
1980—Par. (1). Pub. L. 96–509, § 5(a), inserted reference 

to special education. 
Par. (4). Pub. L. 96–509, § 5(b), designated existing pro-

visions as subpar. (B) and added subpars. (A), (C), and 
(D). 

Par. (5). Pub. L. 96–509, § 19(a), substituted ‘‘section 
5611(c) of this title’’ for ‘‘section 3711(c) of this title’’. 

Par. (7). Pub. L. 96–509, § 5(c), substituted ‘‘the Virgin 
Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands’’ for ‘‘and any 
territory or possession of the United States’’. 

Par. (9). Pub. L. 96–509, § 5(d), substituted ‘‘juvenile 
justice and delinquency prevention’’ for ‘‘law enforce-
ment’’. 

Par. (12). Pub. L. 96–509, § 5(e), substituted definition 
of ‘‘secure detention facility’’ for definition of ‘‘correc-
tional institution or facility’’. 

Pars. (13), (14). Pub. L. 96–509, § 5(f), added pars. (13) 
and (14). Former par. (13) redesignated (15). 

Par. (15). Pub. L. 96–509, § 5(f), (g), redesignated former 
par. (13) as (15), inserted reference to special education, 
and substituted ‘‘protect the public, including services 
designed to benefit addicts and other users by eliminat-
ing their dependence on alcohol or other addictive or 
nonaddictive drugs or by controlling their dependence 
and susceptibility to addiction or use’’ for ‘‘protect the 
public and benefit the addict or other user by eliminat-
ing his dependence on addicting or other drugs or by 
controlling his dependence, and his susceptibility to 
addiction or use’’. 

1977—Par. (3). Pub. L. 95–115 substituted ‘‘to help pre-
vent delinquency’’ for ‘‘who are in danger of becoming 
delinquent’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–273 effective on the first 
day of the first fiscal year that begins after Nov. 2, 2002, 
and applicable only with respect to fiscal years begin-
ning on or after the first day of the first fiscal year 
that begins after Nov. 2, 2002, see section 12223 of Pub. 
L. 107–273, as amended, set out as a note under section 
5601 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–690 effective Oct. 1, 1988, 
see section 7296(a) of Pub. L. 100–690, set out as a note 
under section 5601 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–473 effective Oct. 12, 1984, 
see section 670(a) of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as a note 
under section 5601 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–115 effective Oct. 1, 1977, 
see section 263(c) of Pub. L. 93–415, as added by Pub. L. 
95–115, set out as a note under section 5601 of this title. 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title 
48, Territories and Insular Possessions. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

SUBCHAPTER II—PROGRAMS AND OFFICES 

PART A—JUVENILE JUSTICE AND DELINQUENCY 
PREVENTION OFFICE 

§ 5611. Establishment 

(a) Placement within Department of Justice 
under general authority of Attorney General 

There is hereby established an Office of Juve-
nile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (here-
inafter in this division 1 referred to as the ‘‘Of-
fice’’) within the Department of Justice under 
the general authority of the Attorney General. 

(b) Administrator; head, appointment, authori-
ties, etc. 

The Office shall be headed by an Adminis-
trator (hereinafter in this subchapter referred to 
as the ‘‘Administrator’’) appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, from among individuals who have had 
experience in juvenile justice programs. The Ad-
ministrator is authorized to prescribe regula-
tions consistent with this chapter to award, ad-
minister, modify, extend, terminate, monitor, 
evaluate, reject, or deny all grants and con-
tracts from, and applications for, funds made 
available under this subchapter. The Adminis-
trator shall have the same reporting relation-
ship with the Attorney General as the directors 
of other offices and bureaus within the Office of 
Justice Programs have. 

(c) Deputy Administrator; appointment, func-
tions, etc. 

There shall be in the Office a Deputy Adminis-
trator who shall be appointed by the Attorney 
General. The Deputy Administrator shall per-
form such functions as the Administrator may 
from time to time assign or delegate and shall 
act as the Administrator during the absence or 
disability of the Administrator. 

(Pub. L. 93–415, title II, § 201(a)–(f), Sept. 7, 1974, 
88 Stat. 1112, 1113; Pub. L. 95–115, § 3(a)(1)–(3)(A), 
(4), (5), Oct. 3, 1977, 91 Stat. 1048, 1049; Pub. L. 
96–509, §§ 6, 19(b), Dec. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 2752, 2762; 
Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 620, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 
2108; Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7252(a), Nov. 18, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4436; Pub. L. 102–586, § 2(a), Nov. 4, 
1992, 106 Stat. 4984.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This division, referred to in subsec. (a), probably 
means division II (§§ 610–670) of chapter VI of title II of 
Pub. L. 98–473, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2107, which made 
numerous amendments to this chapter. For complete 
classification of this division to the Code, see Short 
Title of 1984 Amendment note set out under section 5601 
of this title and Tables. 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 93–415, Sept. 7, 
1974, 88 Stat. 1109, known as the Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974, which is classified 
principally to this chapter. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 5601 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–586 amended third sen-
tence generally, substituting ‘‘The Administrator shall 

have the same reporting relationship with the Attorney 
General as the directors of other offices and bureaus 
within the Office of Justice Programs have’’ for ‘‘The 
Administrator shall report to the Attorney General 
through the Assistant Attorney General who heads the 
Office of Justice Programs under part A of title I of the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968’’. 

1988—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–690 struck out ‘‘and 
whose function shall be to supervise and direct the Na-
tional Institute for Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention established by section 5651 of this title’’ 
after ‘‘Attorney General’’ in first sentence and ‘‘also’’ 
after ‘‘The Deputy Administrator shall’’ in second sen-
tence. 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–473, in amending subsec. 
(a) generally, substituted provisions relating to estab-
lishment of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention for former provisions which also 
provided for the establishment of the Office and its ad-
ministration by an Administrator. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98–473, in amending subsec. (b) 
generally, substituted provisions relating to functions 
and duties of the Administrator for former provisions 
which related to administration of the program. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98–473, in amending subsec. (c) 
generally, substituted provisions relating to Deputy 
Administrator for former provisions which related to 
nomination of the Administrator by the President. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 98–473, in amending section gener-
ally, struck out subsec. (d) which related to powers of 
the Administrator. See subsec. (b) of this section. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 98–473, in amending section gener-
ally, struck out subsec. (e) which related to Deputy Ad-
ministrator. See subsec. (c) of this section. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 98–473, in amending section gener-
ally, struck out subsec. (f) which related to supervision 
of the National Institute for Juvenile Justice and De-
linquency Prevention. 

1980—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–509, § 6(a), substituted 
‘‘under the general authority of the Attorney General’’ 
for ‘‘Law Enforcement Assistance Administration’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96–509, § 19(b)(1), substituted ‘‘Ad-
ministrator’’ for ‘‘Associate Administrator’’ as the 
name of the official heading the Office of Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention and struck out provi-
sions that had governed the meaning to be placed upon 
the use of the title ‘‘Associate Administrator’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 96–509, §§ 6(b), 19(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘Administrator’’ for ‘‘Associate Administrator’’ wher-
ever appearing, struck out provisions that had required 
the former Associate Administrator to report directly 
to the Administrator, and provided that the Adminis-
trator exercise all necessary powers under the general 
authority of the Attorney General rather than the Ad-
ministrator of the Law Enforcement Assistance Admin-
istration, clarified that the Administrator of the Office 
of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention is au-
thorized to prescribe regulations for all grants and con-
tracts available under part B and part C of this sub-
chapter, and provided that the Administrator of the 
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration and the 
Director of the National Institute of Justice may dele-
gate authority to the Administrator for all juvenile 
justice and delinquency prevention grants and con-
tracts for funds made available under the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 96–509, §§ 6(c), 19(b)(3), substituted 
‘‘Deputy Administrator’’ for ‘‘Deputy Associate Admin-
istrator’’, ‘‘Administrator’’ for ‘‘Associate Adminis-
trator’’, ‘‘Attorney General’’ for ‘‘Administrator of the 
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration’’, and ‘‘of-
fice’’ for ‘‘Office’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–509, §§ 6(d), 19(b)(4), substituted 
‘‘Deputy Administrator’’ for ‘‘Deputy Associate Admin-
istrator’’ and ‘‘Attorney General’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’. 

1977—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–115, § 3(a)(1), inserted pro-
visions relating to administration of provisions of this 
chapter. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 95–115, § 3(a)(2), (3)(A), inserted 
provisions relating to statutory references to the Asso-
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