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§ 6901. Congressional findings 

(a) Solid waste 

The Congress finds with respect to solid 
waste— 

(1) that the continuing technological 
progress and improvement in methods of man-
ufacture, packaging, and marketing of con-
sumer products has resulted in an ever-mount-
ing increase, and in a change in the character-
istics, of the mass material discarded by the 
purchaser of such products; 

(2) that the economic and population growth 
of our Nation, and the improvements in the 
standard of living enjoyed by our population, 
have required increased industrial production 
to meet our needs, and have made necessary 
the demolition of old buildings, the construc-
tion of new buildings, and the provision of 
highways and other avenues of transportation, 
which, together with related industrial, com-
mercial, and agricultural operations, have re-
sulted in a rising tide of scrap, discarded, and 
waste materials; 

(3) that the continuing concentration of our 
population in expanding metropolitan and 
other urban areas has presented these commu-
nities with serious financial, management, 
intergovernmental, and technical problems in 
the disposal of solid wastes resulting from the 
industrial, commercial, domestic, and other 
activities carried on in such areas; 

(4) that while the collection and disposal of 
solid wastes should continue to be primarily 
the function of State, regional, and local agen-
cies, the problems of waste disposal as set 
forth above have become a matter national in 
scope and in concern and necessitate Federal 
action through financial and technical assist-
ance and leadership in the development, dem-
onstration, and application of new and im-
proved methods and processes to reduce the 
amount of waste and unsalvageable materials 
and to provide for proper and economical solid 
waste disposal practices. 

(b) Environment and health 

The Congress finds with respect to the envi-
ronment and health, that— 

(1) although land is too valuable a national 
resource to be needlessly polluted by discarded 
materials, most solid waste is disposed of on 
land in open dumps and sanitary landfills; 

(2) disposal of solid waste and hazardous 
waste in or on the land without careful plan-
ning and management can present a danger to 
human health and the environment; 

(3) as a result of the Clean Air Act [42 U.S.C. 
7401 et seq.], the Water Pollution Control Act 
[33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.], and other Federal and 
State laws respecting public health and the 
environment, greater amounts of solid waste 
(in the form of sludge and other pollution 
treatment residues) have been created. Simi-
larly, inadequate and environmentally un-
sound practices for the disposal or use of solid 
waste have created greater amounts of air and 
water pollution and other problems for the en-
vironment and for health; 

(4) open dumping is particularly harmful to 
health, contaminates drinking water from un-
derground and surface supplies, and pollutes 
the air and the land; 

(5) the placement of inadequate controls on 
hazardous waste management will result in 
substantial risks to human health and the en-
vironment; 

(6) if hazardous waste management is im-
properly performed in the first instance, cor-
rective action is likely to be expensive, com-
plex, and time consuming; 

(7) certain classes of land disposal facilities 
are not capable of assuring long-term contain-
ment of certain hazardous wastes, and to avoid 
substantial risk to human health and the envi-
ronment, reliance on land disposal should be 
minimized or eliminated, and land disposal, 
particularly landfill and surface impound-
ment, should be the least favored method for 
managing hazardous wastes; and 

(8) alternatives to existing methods of land 
disposal must be developed since many of the 
cities in the United States will be running out 
of suitable solid waste disposal sites within 
five years unless immediate action is taken. 

(c) Materials 

The Congress finds with respect to materials, 
that— 

(1) millions of tons of recoverable material 
which could be used are needlessly buried each 
year; 

(2) methods are available to separate usable 
materials from solid waste; and 

(3) the recovery and conservation of such 
materials can reduce the dependence of the 
United States on foreign resources and reduce 
the deficit in its balance of payments. 

(d) Energy 

The Congress finds with respect to energy, 
that— 

(1) solid waste represents a potential source 
of solid fuel, oil, or gas that can be converted 
into energy; 

(2) the need exists to develop alternative en-
ergy sources for public and private consump-
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tion in order to reduce our dependence on such 
sources as petroleum products, natural gas, 
nuclear and hydroelectric generation; and 

(3) technology exists to produce usable en-
ergy from solid waste. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 1002, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2796; amended 
Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(a), Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3081; 
Pub. L. 98–616, title I, § 101(a), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3224.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Clean Air Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(3), is act 
July 14, 1955, ch. 360, 69 Stat. 322, as amended, which is 
classified generally to chapter 85 (§ 7401 et seq.) of this 
title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 7401 of 
this title and Tables. 

The Water Pollution Control Act, referred to in sub-
sec. (b)(3), is act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as amended gen-
erally by Pub. L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 816, 
which is classified generally to chapter 26 (§ 1251 et seq.) 
of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1251 of Title 33 and 
Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

The statutory system governing the disposal of solid 
wastes set out in this chapter is found in Pub. L. 89–272, 
title II, as amended in its entirety and completely re-
vised by section 2 of Pub. L. 94–580, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2795. See Short Title of 1976 Amendment note below. 

The act, as set out in this chapter, carries a statutory 
credit showing the sections as having been added by 
Pub. L. 94–580, without reference to amendments to the 
act between its original enactment in 1965 and its com-
plete revision in 1976. The act, as originally enacted in 
1965, was classified to section 3251 et seq. of this title. 
For a recapitulation of the provisions of the act as 
originally enacted, see notes in chapter 39 (§ 3251 et 
seq.) of this title where the act was originally set out. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3251 of this title prior to the general 
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L. 
94–580. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (b)(5) to (8). Pub. L. 98–616 added pars. 
(5) to (7), struck out former par. (5) providing that 
‘‘hazardous waste presents, in addition to the problems 
associated with non-hazardous solid waste, special dan-
gers to health and requires a greater degree of regula-
tion than does non-hazardous solid waste; and’’, redes-
ignated former par. (6) as (8), and substituted a period 
for the semicolon at end. 

1978—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 95–609 substituted ‘‘solid 
waste’’ for ‘‘solid-waste’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 2005 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–58, title XV, § 1521, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 
1092, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle B 
(§§ 1521–1533) of title XV of Pub. L. 109–58, enacting sec-
tions 6991j to 6991m of this title, amending sections 6991 
to 6991f, 6991h, and 6991i of this title, and enacting pro-
visions set out as notes under section 6991b of this title] 
may be cited as the ‘Underground Storage Tank Com-
pliance Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–119, § 1, Mar. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 830, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 6921, 6924, 
6925, 6947, and 6949a of this title and enacting provisions 
set out as a note under section 6949a of this title] may 
be cited as the ‘Land Disposal Program Flexibility Act 
of 1996’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 102–386, title I, § 101, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1505, 
provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting sections 6908, 6939c 
to 6939e, and 6965 of this title, amending sections 6903, 
6924, 6927, and 6961 of this title, and enacting provisions 
set out as notes under sections 6939c and 6961 of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘Federal Facility Compliance 
Act of 1992’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–582, § 1, Nov. 1, 1988, 102 Stat. 2950, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 6992 to 6992k of 
this title and section 3063 of Title 18, Crimes and Crimi-
nal Procedure, and amending section 6903 of this title] 
may be cited as the ‘Medical Waste Tracking Act of 
1988’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 98–616 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting sections 6917, 6936 to 6939a, 6949a, 6979a, 6979b, 
and 6991 to 6991i of this title, amending this section and 
sections 6902, 6905, 6912, 6915, 6916, 6921 to 6933, 6935, 6941 
to 6945, 6948, 6956, 6962, 6972, 6973, 6976, 6982 and 6984 of 
this title and enacting provisions set out as notes 
under sections 6905, 6921 and 6926 of this title] may be 
cited as ‘The Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments 
of 1984’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1980 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 96–482, § 1, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2334, provided: 
‘‘This Act [enacting sections 6933, 6934, 6941a, 6955, and 
6956 of this title, amending sections 6903, 6905, 6911, 6912, 
6916, 6921, 6922, 6924, 6925, 6927 to 6931, 6941 to 6943, 6945, 
6946, 6948, 6949, 6952, 6953, 6962, 6963, 6964, 6971, 6973, 6974, 
6976, 6979, and 6982 of this title; and enacting and re-
pealing provisions set out as a note under section 6981 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Solid Waste Disposal 
Act Amendments of 1980’.’’ 

Pub. L. 96–463, § 1, Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2055, provided: 
‘‘This Act [enacting sections 6901a, 6914a and 6932 of 
this title, amending sections 6903, 6943 and 6948 of this 
title, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 
sections 6363 and 6932 of this title] may be cited as the 
‘Used Oil Recycling Act of 1980’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 94–580 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this chapter and provisions set out as notes 
under this section and section 6981 of this title] may be 
cited as the ‘Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
of 1976’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 1001, as added by Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2795, provided that: 
‘‘This title (hereinafter in this title referred to as ‘this 
Act’), together with the following table of contents, 
may be cited as the ‘Solid Waste Disposal Act’ ’’ [table 
of contents omitted]. 

FEDERAL COMPLIANCE WITH POLLUTION CONTROL 
STANDARDS 

For provisions relating to the responsibility of the 
head of each Executive agency for compliance with ap-
plicable pollution control standards, see Ex. Ord. No. 
12088, Oct. 13, 1978, 43 F.R. 47707, set out as a note under 
section 4321 of this title. 

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON MATERIALS POLICY 

Pub. L. 91–512, title II, §§ 201–206, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 
1234, known as the ‘‘National Materials Policy Act of 
1970’’, provided for the establishment of the National 
Commission on Materials Policy to make a full inves-
tigation and study for the purpose of developing a na-
tional materials policy to utilize present resources and 
technology more efficiently and to anticipate the fu-
ture materials requirements of the Nation and the 
world, the Commission to submit to the President and 
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Congress a report on its findings and recommendations 
no later than June 30, 1973, ninety days after the sub-
mission of which it should cease to exist. 

§ 6901a. Congressional findings: used oil recy-
cling 

The Congress finds and declares that— 
(1) used oil is a valuable source of increas-

ingly scarce energy and materials; 
(2) technology exists to re-refine, reprocess, 

reclaim, and otherwise recycle used oil; 
(3) used oil constitutes a threat to public 

health and the environment when reused or 
disposed of improperly; and 

that, therefore, it is in the national interest to 
recycle used oil in a manner which does not con-
stitute a threat to public health and the envi-
ronment and which conserves energy and mate-
rials. 

(Pub. L. 96–463, § 2, Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2055.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Used Oil Recycling 
Act of 1980, and not as part of the Solid Waste Disposal 
Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 6902. Objectives and national policy 

(a) Objectives 

The objectives of this chapter are to promote 
the protection of health and the environment 
and to conserve valuable material and energy 
resources by— 

(1) providing technical and financial assist-
ance to State and local governments and 
interstate agencies for the development of 
solid waste management plans (including re-
source recovery and resource conservation 
systems) which will promote improved solid 
waste management techniques (including 
more effective organizational arrangements), 
new and improved methods of collection, sepa-
ration, and recovery of solid waste, and the en-
vironmentally safe disposal of nonrecoverable 
residues; 

(2) providing training grants in occupations 
involving the design, operation, and mainte-
nance of solid waste disposal systems; 

(3) prohibiting future open dumping on the 
land and requiring the conversion of existing 
open dumps to facilities which do not pose a 
danger to the environment or to health; 

(4) assuring that hazardous waste manage-
ment practices are conducted in a manner 
which protects human health and the environ-
ment; 

(5) requiring that hazardous waste be prop-
erly managed in the first instance thereby re-
ducing the need for corrective action at a fu-
ture date; 

(6) minimizing the generation of hazardous 
waste and the land disposal of hazardous waste 
by encouraging process substitution, mate-
rials recovery, properly conducted recycling 
and reuse, and treatment; 

(7) establishing a viable Federal-State part-
nership to carry out the purposes of this chap-
ter and insuring that the Administrator will, 
in carrying out the provisions of subchapter 
III of this chapter, give a high priority to as-
sisting and cooperating with States in obtain-

ing full authorization of State programs under 
subchapter III of this chapter; 

(8) providing for the promulgation of guide-
lines for solid waste collection, transport, sep-
aration, recovery, and disposal practices and 
systems; 

(9) promoting a national research and devel-
opment program for improved solid waste 
management and resource conservation tech-
niques, more effective organizational arrange-
ments, and new and improved methods of col-
lection, separation, and recovery, and recy-
cling of solid wastes and environmentally safe 
disposal of nonrecoverable residues; 

(10) promoting the demonstration, construc-
tion, and application of solid waste manage-
ment, resource recovery, and resource con-
servation systems which preserve and enhance 
the quality of air, water, and land resources; 
and 

(11) establishing a cooperative effort among 
the Federal, State, and local governments and 
private enterprise in order to recover valuable 
materials and energy from solid waste. 

(b) National policy 

The Congress hereby declares it to be the na-
tional policy of the United States that, wher-
ever feasible, the generation of hazardous waste 
is to be reduced or eliminated as expeditiously 
as possible. Waste that is nevertheless generated 
should be treated, stored, or disposed of so as to 
minimize the present and future threat to 
human health and the environment. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 1003, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2798; amended 
Pub. L. 98–616, title I, § 101(b), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3224.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3251 of this title, prior to the general 
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L. 
94–580. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–616, § 101(b)(1), designated 
existing provisions as subsec. (a). 

Subsec. (a)(4) to (11). Pub. L. 98–616, § 101(b)(2), struck 
out par. (4) which provided for regulating the treat-
ment, storage, transportation, and disposal of hazard-
ous wastes which have adverse effects on health and 
the environment, added pars. (4) to (7), and redesig-
nated former pars. (5) to (8) as (8) to (11), respectively. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98–616, § 101(b)(1), added subsec. 
(b). 

§ 6903. Definitions 

As used in this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-

ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

(2) The term ‘‘construction,’’ with respect to 
any project of construction under this chapter, 
means (A) the erection or building of new struc-
tures and acquisition of lands or interests there-
in, or the acquisition, replacement, expansion, 
remodeling, alteration, modernization, or exten-
sion of existing structures, and (B) the acquisi-
tion and installation of initial equipment of, or 
required in connection with, new or newly ac-
quired structures or the expanded, remodeled, 
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altered, modernized or extended part of existing 
structures (including trucks and other motor ve-
hicles, and tractors, cranes, and other machin-
ery) necessary for the proper utilization and op-
eration of the facility after completion of the 
project; and includes preliminary planning to 
determine the economic and engineering fea-
sibility and the public health and safety aspects 
of the project, the engineering, architectural, 
legal, fiscal, and economic investigations and 
studies, and any surveys, designs, plans, work-
ing drawings, specifications, and other action 
necessary for the carrying out of the project, 
and (C) the inspection and supervision of the 
process of carrying out the project to comple-
tion. 

(2A) The term ‘‘demonstration’’ means the ini-
tial exhibition of a new technology process or 
practice or a significantly new combination or 
use of technologies, processes or practices, sub-
sequent to the development stage, for the pur-
pose of proving technological feasibility and 
cost effectiveness. 

(3) The term ‘‘disposal’’ means the discharge, 
deposit, injection, dumping, spilling, leaking, or 
placing of any solid waste or hazardous waste 
into or on any land or water so that such solid 
waste or hazardous waste or any constituent 
thereof may enter the environment or be emit-
ted into the air or discharged into any waters, 
including ground waters. 

(4) The term ‘‘Federal agency’’ means any de-
partment, agency, or other instrumentality of 
the Federal Government, any independent agen-
cy or establishment of the Federal Government 
including any Government corporation, and the 
Government Printing Office. 

(5) The term ‘‘hazardous waste’’ means a solid 
waste, or combination of solid wastes, which be-
cause of its quantity, concentration, or phys-
ical, chemical, or infectious characteristics 
may— 

(A) cause, or significantly contribute to an 
increase in mortality or an increase in serious 
irreversible, or incapacitating reversible, ill-
ness; or 

(B) pose a substantial present or potential 
hazard to human health or the environment 
when improperly treated, stored, transported, 
or disposed of, or otherwise managed. 

(6) The term ‘‘hazardous waste generation’’ 
means the act or process of producing hazardous 
waste. 

(7) The term ‘‘hazardous waste management’’ 
means the systematic control of the collection, 
source separation, storage, transportation, proc-
essing, treatment, recovery, and disposal of haz-
ardous wastes. 

(8) For purposes of Federal financial assist-
ance (other than rural communities assistance), 
the term ‘‘implementation’’ does not include the 
acquisition, leasing, construction, or modifica-
tion of facilities or equipment or the acquisi-
tion, leasing, or improvement of land. 

(9) The term ‘‘intermunicipal agency’’ means 
an agency established by two or more munici-
palities with responsibility for planning or ad-
ministration of solid waste. 

(10) The term ‘‘interstate agency’’ means an 
agency of two or more municipalities in dif-
ferent States, or an agency established by two 

or more States, with authority to provide for 
the management of solid wastes and serving two 
or more municipalities located in different 
States. 

(11) The term ‘‘long-term contract’’ means, 
when used in relation to solid waste supply, a 
contract of sufficient duration to assure the via-
bility of a resource recovery facility (to the ex-
tent that such viability depends upon solid 
waste supply). 

(12) The term ‘‘manifest’’ means the form used 
for identifying the quantity, composition, and 
the origin, routing, and destination of hazardous 
waste during its transportation from the point 
of generation to the point of disposal, treat-
ment, or storage. 

(13) The term ‘‘municipality’’ (A) means a 
city, town, borough, county, parish, district, or 
other public body created by or pursuant to 
State law, with responsibility for the planning 
or administration of solid waste management, 
or an Indian tribe or authorized tribal organiza-
tion or Alaska Native village or organization, 
and (B) includes any rural community or unin-
corporated town or village or any other public 
entity for which an application for assistance is 
made by a State or political subdivision thereof. 

(14) The term ‘‘open dump’’ means any facility 
or site where solid waste is disposed of which is 
not a sanitary landfill which meets the criteria 
promulgated under section 6944 of this title and 
which is not a facility for disposal of hazardous 
waste. 

(15) The term ‘‘person’’ means an individual, 
trust, firm, joint stock company, corporation 
(including a government corporation), partner-
ship, association, State, municipality, commis-
sion, political subdivision of a State, or any 
interstate body and shall include each depart-
ment, agency, and instrumentality of the United 
States. 

(16) The term ‘‘procurement item’’ means any 
device, good, substance, material, product, or 
other item whether real or personal property 
which is the subject of any purchase, barter, or 
other exchange made to procure such item. 

(17) The term ‘‘procuring agency’’ means any 
Federal agency, or any State agency or agency 
of a political subdivision of a State which is 
using appropriated Federal funds for such pro-
curement, or any person contracting with any 
such agency with respect to work performed 
under such contract. 

(18) The term ‘‘recoverable’’ refers to the capa-
bility and likelihood of being recovered from 
solid waste for a commercial or industrial use. 

(19) The term ‘‘recovered material’’ means 
waste material and byproducts which have been 
recovered or diverted from solid waste, but such 
term does not include those materials and by-
products generated from, and commonly reused 
within, an original manufacturing process. 

(20) The term ‘‘recovered resources’’ means 
material or energy recovered from solid waste. 

(21) The term ‘‘resource conservation’’ means 
reduction of the amounts of solid waste that are 
generated, reduction of overall resource con-
sumption, and utilization of recovered re-
sources. 

(22) The term ‘‘resource recovery’’ means the 
recovery of material or energy from solid waste. 
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(23) The term ‘‘resource recovery system’’ 
means a solid waste management system which 
provides for collection, separation, recycling, 
and recovery of solid wastes, including disposal 
of nonrecoverable waste residues. 

(24) The term ‘‘resource recovery facility’’ 
means any facility at which solid waste is proc-
essed for the purpose of extracting, converting 
to energy, or otherwise separating and preparing 
solid waste for reuse. 

(25) The term ‘‘regional authority’’ means the 
authority established or designated under sec-
tion 6946 of this title. 

(26) The term ‘‘sanitary landfill’’ means a fa-
cility for the disposal of solid waste which meets 
the criteria published under section 6944 of this 
title. 

(26A) The term ‘‘sludge’’ means any solid, 
semisolid or liquid waste generated from a mu-
nicipal, commercial, or industrial wastewater 
treatment plant, water supply treatment plant, 
or air pollution control facility or any other 
such waste having similar characteristics and 
effects. 

(27) The term ‘‘solid waste’’ means any gar-
bage, refuse, sludge from a waste treatment 
plant, water supply treatment plant, or air pol-
lution control facility and other discarded mate-
rial, including solid, liquid, semisolid, or con-
tained gaseous material resulting from indus-
trial, commercial, mining, and agricultural op-
erations, and from community activities, but 
does not include solid or dissolved material in 
domestic sewage, or solid or dissolved materials 
in irrigation return flows or industrial dis-
charges which are point sources subject to per-
mits under section 1342 of title 33, or source, spe-
cial nuclear, or byproduct material as defined by 
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (68 
Stat. 923) [42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.]. 

(28) The term ‘‘solid waste management’’ 
means the systematic administration of activi-
ties which provide for the collection, source sep-
aration, storage, transportation, transfer, proc-
essing, treatment, and disposal of solid waste. 

(29) The term ‘‘solid waste management facil-
ity’’ includes— 

(A) any resource recovery system or compo-
nent thereof, 

(B) any system, program, or facility for re-
source conservation, and 

(C) any facility for the collection, source 
separation, storage, transportation, transfer, 
processing, treatment or disposal of solid 
wastes, including hazardous wastes, whether 
such facility is associated with facilities gen-
erating such wastes or otherwise. 

(30) The terms ‘‘solid waste planning’’, ‘‘solid 
waste management’’, and ‘‘comprehensive plan-
ning’’ include planning or management respect-
ing resource recovery and resource conserva-
tion. 

(31) The term ‘‘State’’ means any of the sev-
eral States, the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

(32) The term ‘‘State authority’’ means the 
agency established or designated under section 
6947 of this title. 

(33) The term ‘‘storage’’, when used in connec-
tion with hazardous waste, means the contain-

ment of hazardous waste, either on a temporary 
basis or for a period of years, in such a manner 
as not to constitute disposal of such hazardous 
waste. 

(34) The term ‘‘treatment’’, when used in con-
nection with hazardous waste, means any meth-
od, technique, or process, including neutraliza-
tion, designed to change the physical, chemical, 
or biological character or composition of any 
hazardous waste so as to neutralize such waste 
or so as to render such waste nonhazardous, 
safer for transport, amenable for recovery, ame-
nable for storage, or reduced in volume. Such 
term includes any activity or processing de-
signed to change the physical form or chemical 
composition of hazardous waste so as to render 
it nonhazardous. 

(35) The term ‘‘virgin material’’ means a raw 
material, including previously unused copper, 
aluminum, lead, zinc, iron, or other metal or 
metal ore, any undeveloped resource that is, or 
with new technology will become, a source of 
raw materials. 

(36) The term ‘‘used oil’’ means any oil which 
has been— 

(A) refined from crude oil, 
(B) used, and 
(C) as a result of such use, contaminated by 

physical or chemical impurities. 

(37) The term ‘‘recycled oil’’ means any used 
oil which is reused, following its original use, 
for any purpose (including the purpose for which 
the oil was originally used). Such term includes 
oil which is re-refined, reclaimed, burned, or re-
processed. 

(38) The term ‘‘lubricating oil’’ means the 
fraction of crude oil which is sold for purposes of 
reducing friction in any industrial or mechani-
cal device. Such term includes re-refined oil. 

(39) The term ‘‘re-refined oil’’ means used oil 
from which the physical and chemical contami-
nants acquired through previous use have been 
removed through a refining process. 

(40) Except as otherwise provided in this para-
graph, the term ‘‘medical waste’’ means any 
solid waste which is generated in the diagnosis, 
treatment, or immunization of human beings or 
animals, in research pertaining thereto, or in 
the production or testing of biologicals. Such 
term does not include any hazardous waste iden-
tified or listed under subchapter III of this chap-
ter or any household waste as defined in regula-
tions under subchapter III of this chapter. 

(41) The term ‘‘mixed waste’’ means waste that 
contains both hazardous waste and source, spe-
cial nuclear, or by-product material subject to 
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et 
seq.). 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 1004, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2798; amended 
Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(b), Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3081; 
Pub. L. 96–463, § 3, Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2055; Pub. 
L. 96–482, § 2, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2334; Pub. L. 
100–582, § 3, Nov. 1, 1988, 102 Stat. 2958; Pub. L. 
102–386, title I, §§ 103, 105(b), Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 
1507, 1512.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Atomic Energy Act of 1954, referred to in pars. 
(27) and (41), is act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, as added by act 
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Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 921, and amended, 
which is classified generally to chapter 23 (§ 2011 et seq.) 
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
2011 of this title and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3252 of this title, prior to the general 
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L. 
94–580. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Par. (15). Pub. L. 102–386, § 103, inserted before 
period at end ‘‘and shall include each department, 
agency, and instrumentality of the United States’’. 

Par. (41). Pub. L. 102–386, § 105(b), added par. (41). 
1988—Par. (40). Pub. L. 100–582 added par. (40). 
1980—Par. (14). Pub. L. 96–482, § 2(a), defined ‘‘open 

dump’’ to include a facility, substituted requirement 
that disposal facility or site not be a sanitary landfill 
meeting section 6944 of this title criteria for prior re-
quirement that disposal site not be a sanitary landfill 
within meaning of section 6944 of this title, and re-
quired that the disposal facility or site not be a facility 
for disposal of hazardous waste. 

Par. (19). Pub. L. 96–482, § 2(b), defined ‘‘recovered ma-
terial’’ to cover byproducts, substituted provision for 
recovery or diversion of waste material and byproducts 
from solid waste for prior provision for collection or re-
covery of material from solid waste, and excluded ma-
terials and byproducts generated from and commonly 
reused within an original manufacturing process. 

Pars. (36) to (39). Pub. L. 96–463, § 3, added pars. (36) to 
(39). 

1978—Par. (8). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(b)(1), struck out pro-
vision stating that employees’ salaries due pursuant to 
subchapter IV of this chapter would not be included 
after Dec. 31, 1979. 

Par. (10). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(b)(2), substituted ‘‘man-
agement’’ for ‘‘disposal’’. 

Par. (29)(C). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(b)(3), substituted ‘‘the 
collection, source separation, storage, transportation, 
transfer, processing, treatment or disposal’’ for ‘‘the 
treatment’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Enforcement functions of Administrator or other offi-
cial of Environmental Protection Agency related to 
compliance with resource conservation and recovery 
permits used under this chapter with respect to pre- 
construction, construction, and initial operation of 
transportation system for Canadian and Alaskan natu-
ral gas transferred to Federal Inspector, Office of Fed-
eral Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation System, until first anniversary of date of initial 
operation of Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Sys-
tem, see Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1979, eff. July 1, 1979, 
§§ 102(a), 203(a), 44 F.R. 33663, 33666, 93 Stat. 1373, 1376, 
set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees. Office of Federal Inspector for 
the Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System abol-
ished and functions and authority vested in Inspector 
transferred to Secretary of Energy by section 3012(b) of 
Pub. L. 102–486, set out as an Abolition of Office of Fed-
eral Inspector note under section 719e of Title 15, Com-
merce and Trade. Functions and authority vested in 
Secretary of Energy subsequently transferred to Fed-
eral Coordinator for Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation Projects by section 720d(f) of Title 15. 

§ 6904. Governmental cooperation 

(a) Interstate cooperation 

The provisions of this chapter to be carried 
out by States may be carried out by interstate 
agencies and provisions applicable to States 
may apply to interstate regions where such 

agencies and regions have been established by 
the respective States and approved by the Ad-
ministrator. In any such case, action required to 
be taken by the Governor of a State, respecting 
regional designation shall be required to be 
taken by the Governor of each of the respective 
States with respect to so much of the interstate 
region as is within the jurisdiction of that 
State. 

(b) Consent of Congress to compacts 

The consent of the Congress is hereby given to 
two or more States to negotiate and enter into 
agreements or compacts, not in conflict with 
any law or treaty of the United States, for— 

(1) cooperative effort and mutual assistance 
for the management of solid waste or hazard-
ous waste (or both) and the enforcement of 
their respective laws relating thereto, and 

(2) the establishment of such agencies, joint 
or otherwise, as they may deem desirable for 
making effective such agreements or com-
pacts. 

No such agreement or compact shall be binding 
or obligatory upon any State a party thereto un-
less it is agreed upon by all parties to the agree-
ment and until it has been approved by the Ad-
ministrator and the Congress. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 1005, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2801.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6905. Application of chapter and integration 
with other Acts 

(a) Application of chapter 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
apply to (or to authorize any State, interstate, 
or local authority to regulate) any activity or 
substance which is subject to the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act [33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.], the 
Safe Drinking Water Act [42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.], 
the Marine Protection, Research and Sanc-
tuaries Act of 1972 [16 U.S.C. 1431 et seq., 1447 et 
seq., 33 U.S.C. 1401 et seq., 2801 et seq.], or the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 [42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.] 
except to the extent that such application (or 
regulation) is not inconsistent with the require-
ments of such Acts. 

(b) Integration with other Acts 

(1) The Administrator shall integrate all pro-
visions of this chapter for purposes of adminis-
tration and enforcement and shall avoid duplica-
tion, to the maximum extent practicable, with 
the appropriate provisions of the Clean Air Act 
[42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.], the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act [33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.], the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 
[7 U.S.C. 136 et seq.], the Safe Drinking Water 
Act [42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.], the Marine Protec-
tion, Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 [16 
U.S.C. 1431 et seq., 1447 et seq., 33 U.S.C. 1401 et 
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seq., 2801 et seq.], and such other Acts of Con-
gress as grant regulatory authority to the Ad-
ministrator. Such integration shall be effected 
only to the extent that it can be done in a man-
ner consistent with the goals and policies ex-
pressed in this chapter and in the other acts re-
ferred to in this subsection. 

(2)(A) As promptly as practicable after Novem-
ber 8, 1984, the Administrator shall submit a re-
port describing— 

(i) the current data and information avail-
able on emissions of polychlorinated dibenzo- 
p-dioxins from resource recovery facilities 
burning municipal solid waste; 

(ii) any significant risks to human health 
posed by these emissions; and 

(iii) operating practices appropriate for con-
trolling these emissions. 

(B) Based on the report under subparagraph 
(A) and on any future information on such emis-
sions, the Administrator may publish advisories 
or guidelines regarding the control of dioxin 
emissions from such facilities. Nothing in this 
paragraph shall be construed to preempt or 
otherwise affect the authority of the Adminis-
trator to promulgate any regulations under the 
Clean Air Act [42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.] regarding 
emissions of polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins. 

(3) Notwithstanding any other provisions of 
law, in developing solid waste plans, it is the in-
tention of this chapter that in determining the 
size of a waste-to-energy facility, adequate pro-
visions shall be given to the present and reason-
ably anticipated future needs, including those 
needs created by thorough implementation of 
section 6962(h) of this title, of the recycling and 
resource recovery interests within the area en-
compassed by the solid waste plan. 

(c) Integration with the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 

(1) No later than 90 days after October 21, 1980, 
the Administrator shall review any regulations 
applicable to the treatment, storage, or disposal 
of any coal mining wastes or overburden pro-
mulgated by the Secretary of the Interior under 
the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1977 
[30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq.]. If the Administrator de-
termines that any requirement of final regula-
tions promulgated under any section of sub-
chapter III of this chapter relating to mining 
wastes or overburden is not adequately ad-
dressed in such regulations promulgated by the 
Secretary, the Administrator shall promptly 
transmit such determination, together with sug-
gested revisions and supporting documentation, 
to the Secretary. 

(2) The Secretary of the Interior shall have ex-
clusive responsibility for carrying out any re-
quirement of subchapter III of this chapter with 
respect to coal mining wastes or overburden for 
which a surface coal mining and reclamation 
permit is issued or approved under the Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 [30 
U.S.C. 1201 et seq.]. The Secretary shall, with 
the concurrence of the Administrator, promul-
gate such regulations as may be necessary to 
carry out the purposes of this subsection and 
shall integrate such regulations with regula-
tions promulgated under the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 1006, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2802; amended 
Pub. L. 96–482, § 3, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2334; Pub. 
L. 98–616, title I, § 102, title V, § 501(f)(2), Nov. 8, 
1984, 98 Stat. 3225, 3276.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, referred to 
in subsecs. (a) and (b), is act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as 
amended generally by Pub. L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 
Stat. 816, which is classified generally to chapter 26 
(§ 1251 et seq.) of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Wa-
ters. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1251 of 
Title 33 and Tables. 

The Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, referred 
to in subsec. (a), is act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, as added by 
act Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 921, and amended, 
which is classified generally to chapter 23 (§ 2011 et seq.) 
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
2011 of this title and Tables. 

The Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries 
Act of 1972, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (b), is Pub. 
L. 92–532, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 1052, as amended, which 
enacted chapters 32 (§ 1431 et seq.) and 32A (§ 1447 et 
seq.) of Title 16, Conservation, and chapters 27 (§ 1401 et 
seq.) and 41 (§ 2801 et seq.) of Title 33, Navigation and 
Navigable Waters. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 1401 of Title 33 and Tables. 

The Safe Drinking Water Act, referred to in subsecs. 
(a) and (b), is title XIV of act July 1, 1944, as added Dec. 
16, 1974, Pub. L. 93–523, § 2(a), 88 Stat. 1660, as amended, 
which is classified generally to subchapter XII (§ 300f et 
seq.) of chapter 6A of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out under section 201 of this title and Tables. 

The Clean Air Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), (2)(B), 
is act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, 69 Stat. 322, as amended, 
which is classified generally to chapter 85 (§ 7401 et seq.) 
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
7401 of this title and Tables. 

The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act, referred to in subsec. (b), is act June 25, 1947, ch. 
125, as amended generally by Pub. L. 92–516, Oct. 21, 
1972, 86 Stat. 973, which is classified generally to sub-
chapter II (§ 136 et seq.) of chapter 6 of Title 7, Agri-
culture. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 136 of 
Title 7 and Tables. 

The Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1977, referred to in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 95–87, Aug. 3, 
1977, 91 Stat. 445, as amended, which is classified gener-
ally to chapter 25 (§ 1201 et seq.) of Title 30, Mineral 
Lands and Mining. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 1201 of Title 30 and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3257 of this title, prior to the general 
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L. 
94–580. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (b)(1), (2). Pub. L. 98–616, § 102, des-
ignated existing provisions as par. (1) and added par. 
(2). 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 98–616, § 501(f)(2), added par. (3). 
1980—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96–482 added subsec. (c). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
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Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

URANIUM MILL TAILINGS 

Section 703 of Pub. L. 98–616 provided that: ‘‘Nothing 
in the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984 
[see Short Title of 1984 Amendment note set out under 
section 6901 of this title] shall be construed to affect, 
modify, or amend the Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation 
Control Act of 1978 [42 U.S.C. 7901 et seq.]’’. 

§ 6906. Financial disclosure 

(a) Statement 

Each officer or employee of the Administrator 
who— 

(1) performs any function or duty under this 
chapter; and 

(2) has any known financial interest in any 
person who applies for or receives financial as-
sistance under this chapter 

shall, beginning on February 1, 1977, annually 
file with the Administrator a written statement 
concerning all such interests held by such offi-
cer or employee during the preceding calendar 
year. Such statement shall be available to the 
public. 

(b) Action by Administrator 

The Administrator shall— 
(1) act within ninety days after October 21, 

1976— 
(A) to define the term ‘‘known financial 

interest’’ for purposes of subsection (a) of 
this section; and 

(B) to establish the methods by which the 
requirement to file written statements spec-
ified in subsection (a) of this section will be 
monitored and enforced, including appro-
priate provision for the filing by such offi-
cers and employees of such statements and 
the review by the Administrator of such 
statements; and 

(2) report to the Congress on June 1, 1978, 
and of each succeeding calendar year with re-
spect to such disclosures and the actions 
taken in regard thereto during the preceding 
calendar year. 

(c) Exemption 

In the rules prescribed under subsection (b) of 
this section, the Administrator may identify 
specific positions within the Environmental 
Protection Agency which are of a nonpolicy- 
making nature and provide that officers or em-
ployees occupying such positions shall be ex-
empt from the requirements of this section. 

(d) Penalty 

Any officer or employee who is subject to, and 
knowingly violates, this section shall be fined 
not more than $2,500 or imprisoned not more 
than one year, or both. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 1007, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2802.) 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of reporting 
provisions in subsec. (b)(2) of this section, see section 
3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set out as a note 

under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance, and 
the 14th item on page 164 of House Document No. 103–7. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6907. Solid waste management information and 
guidelines 

(a) Guidelines 

Within one year of October 21, 1976, and from 
time to time thereafter, the Administrator 
shall, in cooperation with appropriate Federal, 
State, municipal, and intermunicipal agencies, 
and in consultation with other interested per-
sons, and after public hearings, develop and pub-
lish suggested guidelines for solid waste man-
agement. Such suggested guidelines shall— 

(1) provide a technical and economic descrip-
tion of the level of performance that can be at-
tained by various available solid waste man-
agement practices (including operating prac-
tices) which provide for the protection of pub-
lic health and the environment; 

(2) not later than two years after October 21, 
1976, describe levels of performance, including 
appropriate methods and degrees of control, 
that provide at a minimum for (A) protection 
of public health and welfare; (B) protection of 
the quality of ground waters and surface wa-
ters from leachates; (C) protection of the qual-
ity of surface waters from runoff through com-
pliance with effluent limitations under the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as 
amended [33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.]; (D) protection 
of ambient air quality through compliance 
with new source performance standards or re-
quirements of air quality implementation 
plans under the Clean Air Act, as amended [42 
U.S.C. 7401 et seq.]; (E) disease and vector con-
trol; (F) safety; and (G) esthetics; and 

(3) provide minimum criteria to be used by 
the States to define those solid waste manage-
ment practices which constitute the open 
dumping of solid waste or hazardous waste and 
are to be prohibited under subchapter IV of 
this chapter. 

Where appropriate, such suggested guidelines 
also shall include minimum information for use 
in deciding the adequate location, design, and 
construction of facilities associated with solid 
waste management practices, including the con-
sideration of regional, geographic, demographic, 
and climatic factors. 

(b) Notice 

The Administrator shall notify the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
the House of Representatives a reasonable time 
before publishing any suggested guidelines or 
proposed regulations under this chapter of the 
content of such proposed suggested guidelines or 
proposed regulations under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 1008, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2803; amended 
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Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(c), (d), Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 
3081; Pub. L. 103–437, § 15(r), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4594.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, referred to 
in subsec. (a)(2), is act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as amended 
generally by Pub. L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 816, 
which is classified generally to chapter 26 (§ 1251 et seq.) 
of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1251 of Title 33 and 
Tables. 

The Clean Air Act, as amended, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(2), is act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, 69 Stat. 322, as amend-
ed, which is classified generally to chapter 85 (§ 7401 et 
seq.) of this title. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 7401 of this title and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3254c of this title, prior to the general 
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L. 
94–580. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House’’ for ‘‘Committee on Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com-
merce of the House’’. 

1978—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(c), substituted 
‘‘subchapter IV of this chapter’’ for ‘‘title IV of this 
Act’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(d), struck out ‘‘pursu-
ant to this section’’ after ‘‘any suggested guidelines’’ 
and inserted ‘‘or proposed regulations under this chap-
ter’’ after ‘‘suggested guidelines’’ in two places. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Energy and Commerce of House of 
Representatives treated as referring to Committee on 
Commerce of House of Representatives by section 1(a) 
of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding section 21 
of Title 2, The Congress. Committee on Commerce of 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of House of Representatives, and 
jurisdiction over matters relating to securities and ex-
changes and insurance generally transferred to Com-
mittee on Financial Services of House of Representa-
tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Seventh 
Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6908. Small town environmental planning 

(a) Establishment 

The Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (hereafter referred to as the 
‘‘Administrator’’) shall establish a program to 
assist small communities in planning and fi-
nancing environmental facilities. The program 
shall be known as the ‘‘Small Town Environ-
mental Planning Program’’. 

(b) Small Town Environmental Planning Task 
Force 

(1) The Administrator shall establish a Small 
Town Environmental Planning Task Force 

which shall be composed of representatives of 
small towns from different areas of the United 
States, Federal and State governmental agen-
cies, and public interest groups. The Adminis-
trator shall terminate the Task Force not later 
than 2 years after the establishment of the Task 
Force. 

(2) The Task Force shall— 
(A) identify regulations developed pursuant 

to Federal environmental laws which pose sig-
nificant compliance problems for small towns; 

(B) identify means to improve the working 
relationship between the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (hereafter referred to as the 
Agency) and small towns; 

(C) review proposed regulations for the pro-
tection of the environmental and public health 
and suggest revisions that could improve the 
ability of small towns to comply with such 
regulations; 

(D) identify means to promote regionaliza-
tion of environmental treatment systems and 
infrastructure serving small towns to improve 
the economic condition of such systems and 
infrastructure; and 

(E) provide such other assistance to the Ad-
ministrator as the Administrator deems ap-
propriate. 

(c) Identification of environmental requirements 

(1) Not later than 6 months after October 6, 
1992, the Administrator shall publish a list of re-
quirements under Federal environmental and 
public health statutes (and the regulations de-
veloped pursuant to such statutes) applicable to 
small towns. Not less than annually, the Admin-
istrator shall make such additions and deletions 
to and from the list as the Administrator deems 
appropriate. 

(2) The Administrator shall, as part of the 
Small Town Environmental Planning Program 
under this section, implement a program to no-
tify small communities of the regulations iden-
tified under paragraph (1) and of future regula-
tions and requirements through methods that 
the Administrator determines to be effective to 
provide information to the greatest number of 
small communities, including any of the follow-
ing: 

(A) Newspapers and other periodicals. 
(B) Other news media. 
(C) Trade, municipal, and other associations 

that the Administrator determines to be ap-
propriate. 

(D) Direct mail. 

(d) Small Town Ombudsman 

The Administrator shall establish and staff an 
Office of the Small Town Ombudsman. The Of-
fice shall provide assistance to small towns in 
connection with the Small Town Environmental 
Planning Program and other business with the 
Agency. Each regional office shall identify a 
small town contact. The Small Town Ombuds-
man and the regional contacts also may assist 
larger communities, but only if first priority is 
given to providing assistance to small towns. 

(e) Multi-media permits 

(1) The Administrator shall conduct a study of 
establishing a multi-media permitting program 
for small towns. Such evaluation shall include 
an analysis of— 
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1 So in original. Probably should not be capitalized. 

(A) environmental benefits and liabilities of 
a multi-media permitting program; 

(B) the potential of using such a program to 
coordinate a small town’s environmental and 
public health activities; and 

(C) the legal barriers, if any, to the estab-
lishment of such a program. 

(2) Within 3 years after October 6, 1992, the Ad-
ministrator shall report to Congress on the re-
sults of the evaluation performed in accordance 
with paragraph (1). Included in this report shall 
be a description of the activities conducted pur-
suant to subsections (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion. 

(f) ‘‘Small town’’ defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘small 
town’’ means an incorporated or unincorporated 
community (as defined by the Administrator) 
with a population of less than 2,500 individuals. 

(g) Authorization 

There is authorized to be appropriated the sum 
of $500,000 to implement this section. 

(Pub. L. 102–386, title I, § 109, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 
Stat. 1515.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Federal Facility 
Compliance Act of 1992, and not as part of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 6908a. Agreements with Indian tribes 

On and after October 21, 1998, the Adminis-
trator is authorized to enter into assistance 
agreements with Federally 1 recognized Indian 
tribes on such terms and conditions as the Ad-
ministrator deems appropriate for the develop-
ment and implementation of programs to man-
age hazardous waste, and underground storage 
tanks. 

(Pub. L. 105–276, title III, Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 
2499.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development, 
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1999, and 
not as part of the Solid Waste Disposal Act which com-
prises this chapter. 

SUBCHAPTER II—OFFICE OF SOLID WASTE; 
AUTHORITIES OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

§ 6911. Office of Solid Waste and Interagency Co-
ordinating Committee 

(a) Office of Solid Waste 

The Administrator shall establish within the 
Environmental Protection Agency an Office of 
Solid Waste (hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Of-
fice’’) to be headed by an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency. 
The duties and responsibilities (other than du-
ties and responsibilities relating to research and 
development) of the Administrator under this 
chapter (as modified by applicable reorganiza-
tion plans) shall be carried out through the Of-
fice. 

(b) Interagency Coordinating Committee 

(1) There is hereby established an Interagency 
Coordinating Committee on Federal Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Activities which 
shall have the responsibility for coordinating all 
activities dealing with resource conservation 
and recovery from solid waste carried out by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Depart-
ment of Energy, the Department of Commerce, 
and all other Federal agencies which conduct 
such activities pursuant to this chapter or any 
other Act. For purposes of this subsection, the 
term ‘‘resource conservation and recovery ac-
tivities’’ shall include, but not be limited to, all 
research, development and demonstration 
projects on resource conservation or energy, or 
material, recovery from solid waste, and all 
technical or financial assistance for State or 
local planning for, or implementation of, 
projects related to resource conservation or en-
ergy or material, recovery from solid waste. The 
Committee shall be chaired by the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency 
or such person as the Administrator may des-
ignate. Members of the Committee shall include 
representatives of the Department of Energy, 
the Department of Commerce, the Department 
of the Treasury, and each other Federal agency 
which the Administrator determines to have 
programs or responsibilities affecting resource 
conservation or recovery. 

(2) The Interagency Coordinating Committee 
shall include oversight of the implementation of 

(A) the May 1979 Memorandum of Under-
standing on Energy Recovery from Municipal 
Solid Waste between the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the Department of Energy; 

(B) the May 30, 1978, Interagency Agreement 
between the Department of Commerce and the 
Environmental Protection Agency on the Im-
plementation of the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act [42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.]; and 

(C) any subsequent agreements between 
these agencies or other Federal agencies which 
address Federal resource recovery or conserva-
tion activities. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 2001, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2804; amended 
Pub. L. 96–482, § 4(c), Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2335; 
Pub. L. 96–510, title III, § 307(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2810.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (b)(2)(B), is Pub. L. 94–580, Oct. 21, 
1976, 90 Stat. 2796, which is classified generally to this 
chapter (§ 6901 et seq.). For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 6901 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Subsection (b)(3) of this section, which required the 
Interagency Coordinating Committee to submit to Con-
gress on March 1 of each year, a five-year action plan 
for Federal resource conservation or recovery activi-
ties, terminated, effective May 15, 2000, pursuant to sec-
tion 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set out as a note 
under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance. See, 
also, the 2nd item on page 175 of House Document No. 
103–7. 
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