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subsection (a) [amending this section] shall not affect 
any basis for distribution of funds by formula (in effect 
on the date of enactment of this Act [May 13, 2002]) to— 

‘‘(1) the Federated States of Micronesia; 
‘‘(2) the Republic of the Marshall Islands; or 
‘‘(3) the Republic of Palau.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER II—COORDINATION AND 
PLANNING OF AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH, EXTENSION, AND TEACHING 

§ 3121. Responsibilities of Secretary and Depart-
ment of Agriculture 

The Department of Agriculture is designated 
as the lead agency of the Federal Government 
for agricultural research (except with respect to 
the biomedical aspects of human nutrition con-
cerned with diagnosis or treatment of disease), 
extension, and teaching in the food and agricul-
tural sciences, and the Secretary, in carrying 
out the Secretary’s responsibilities, shall— 

(1) establish jointly with the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services procedures for co-
ordination with respect to nutrition research 
in areas of mutual interest; 

(2) keep informed of developments in, and 
the Nation’s need for, research, extension, 
teaching, and manpower development in the 
food and agricultural sciences and represent 
such need in deliberations within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, elsewhere within the ex-
ecutive branch of the United States Govern-
ment, and with the several States and their 
designated land-grant colleges and univer-
sities, other colleges and universities, agricul-
tural and related industries, and other inter-
ested institutions and groups; 

(3) coordinate all agricultural research, ex-
tension, and teaching activity conducted or fi-
nanced by the Department of Agriculture and, 
to the maximum extent practicable, by other 
agencies of the executive branch of the United 
States Government; 

(4) take the initiative in establishing coordi-
nation of State-Federal cooperative agricul-
tural research, extension, and teaching pro-
grams, funded in whole or in part by the De-
partment of Agriculture in each State, 
through the administrative heads of land- 
grant colleges and universities and the State 
directors of agricultural experiment stations 
and cooperative extension services, and other 
appropriate program administrators; 

(5) consult the Advisory Board and appro-
priate advisory committees of the Department 
of Agriculture in the formulation of basic poli-
cies, goals, strategies, and priorities for pro-
grams of agricultural research, extension, and 
teaching; 

(6) report (as a part of the Department of Ag-
riculture’s annual budget submissions) to the 
House Committee on Agriculture, the House 
Committee on Appropriations, the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry, and the Senate Committee on Ap-
propriations actions taken or proposed to sup-
port the recommendations of the Advisory 
Board; 

(7) establish appropriate review procedures 
to assure that agricultural research projects 
are timely and properly reported and pub-
lished and that there is no unnecessary dupli-

cation of effort or overlapping between agri-
cultural research units; 

(8) establish Federal or cooperative multi-
disciplinary research teams on major agricul-
tural research problems with clearly defined 
leadership, budget responsibility, and research 
programs; 

(9) in order to promote the coordination of 
agricultural research of the Department of Ag-
riculture, conduct a continuing inventory of 
ongoing and completed research projects being 
conducted within or funded by the Depart-
ment; 

(10) coordinate all agricultural research, ex-
tension, and teaching activities conducted or 
financed by the Department of Agriculture 
with the periodic renewable resource assess-
ment and program provided for in sections 1601 
and 1602 of title 16 and the appraisal and pro-
gram provided for in sections 2004 and 2005 of 
title 16; 

(11) coordinate the efforts of States, State 
cooperative institutions, State extension serv-
ices, the Advisory Board, and other appro-
priate institutions in assessing the current 
status of, and developing a plan for, the effec-
tive transfer of new technologies, including 
biotechnology, to the farming community, 
with particular emphasis on addressing the 
unique problems of small- and medium-sized 
farms in gaining information about those 
technologies; and 

(12) establish appropriate controls with re-
spect to the development and use of the appli-
cation of biotechnology to agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1405, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 985; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1405, Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1298; Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, 
§ 1404, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1544; Pub. L. 101–624, 
title XVI, § 1605(b)(3), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3714; 
Pub. L. 104–127, title VIII, §§ 852(b)(1), 853(b)(2), 
Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1171, 1172.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Par. (5). Pub. L. 104–127, § 852(b)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Advisory Board’’ for ‘‘Joint Council, Advisory 
Board,’’. 

Par. (11). Pub. L. 104–127, § 852(b)(1)(B), struck out 
‘‘the Joint Council,’’ before ‘‘the Advisory Board’’. 

Par. (12). Pub. L. 104–127, § 853(b)(2), struck out 
‘‘, after coordination with the Technology Board,’’ 
after ‘‘establish’’. 

1990—Par. (12). Pub. L. 101–624 inserted ‘‘, after co-
ordination with the Technology Board,’’ after ‘‘estab-
lish’’. 

1985—Pars. (11), (12). Pub. L. 99–198 added pars. (11) 
and (12) and struck out former par. (11) which required 
the Secretary to ‘‘take the initiative in overcoming 
barriers to long-range planning by developing, in con-
junction with the States, State cooperative institu-
tions, the Joint Council, the Advisory Board, and other 
appropriate institutions, a long-term needs assessment 
for food, fiber, and forest products, and by determining 
the research requirements necessary to meet the iden-
tified needs.’’ 

1981—Par. (1). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1405(1), substituted 
‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’’ for ‘‘Sec-
retary of Health, Education, and Welfare’’. 

Par. (5). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1405(2), substituted ‘‘and ap-
propriate advisory’’ for ‘‘and other appropriate advi-
sory’’. 

Par. (6). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1405(3), inserted ‘‘or pro-
posed’’. 

Pars. (10), (11). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1405(4)–(6), added pars. 
(10) and (11). 
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subchapter effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section 1901 of 
Pub. L. 95–113, set out as an Effective Date of 1977 
Amendment note under section 1307 of this title. 

§ 3122. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–127, title VIII, 
§ 852(a), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1171 

Section, Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1407, Sept. 29, 1977, 
91 Stat. 986; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1407, Dec. 22, 1981, 
95 Stat. 1299; Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, § 1405, Dec. 23, 
1985, 99 Stat. 1545; Pub. L. 101–624, title XVI, § 1604(a), 
Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3706; Pub. L. 102–237, title IV, 
§§ 402(1), 407(1), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1863, 1864; Pub. L. 
104–66, title I, § 1012(d), (e), Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 712, re-
lated to establishment of Joint Council on Food and 
Agricultural Sciences. 

§ 3123. National Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, Education, and Economics Advisory 
Board 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish within the De-
partment of Agriculture a board to be known as 
the ‘‘National Agricultural Research, Extension, 
Education, and Economics Advisory Board’’. 

(b) Membership 

(1) In general 

The Advisory Board shall consist of 25 mem-
bers, appointed by the Secretary. 

(2) Selection of members 

The Secretary shall appoint members of the 
Advisory Board from nominations submitted 
by organizations, associations, societies, coun-
cils, federations, groups, and companies fitting 
the criteria specified in paragraph (3). 

(3) Membership categories 

The Advisory Board shall consist of mem-
bers from each of the following categories: 

(A) 1 member representing a national farm 
organization. 

(B) 1 member representing farm coopera-
tives. 

(C) 1 member actively engaged in the pro-
duction of a food animal commodity, rec-
ommended by a coalition of national live-
stock organizations. 

(D) 1 member actively engaged in the pro-
duction of a plant commodity, recommended 
by a coalition of national crop organiza-
tions. 

(E) 1 member actively engaged in aqua-
culture, recommended by a coalition of na-
tional aquacultural organizations. 

(F) 1 member representing a national food 
animal science society. 

(G) 1 member representing a national crop, 
soil, agronomy, horticulture, plant pathol-
ogy, or weed science society. 

(H) 1 member representing a national food 
science organization. 

(I) 1 member representing a national 
human health association. 

(J) 1 member representing a national nu-
tritional science society. 

(K) 1 member representing the land-grant 
colleges and universities eligible to receive 
funds under the Act of July 2, 1862 (7 U.S.C. 
301 et seq.). 

(L) 1 member representing the land-grant 
colleges and universities eligible to receive 
funds under the Act of August 30, 1890 (7 
U.S.C. 321 et seq.), including Tuskegee Uni-
versity. 

(M) 1 member representing the 1994 Insti-
tutions (as defined in section 532 of the Eq-
uity in Educational Land-Grant Status Act 
of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note; Public Law 
103–382)). 

(N) 1 member representing NLGCA Institu-
tions. 

(O) 1 member representing Hispanic-serv-
ing institutions. 

(P) 1 member representing the American 
Colleges of Veterinary Medicine. 

(Q) 1 member engaged in the transpor-
tation of food and agricultural products to 
domestic and foreign markets. 

(R) 1 member representing food retailing 
and marketing interests. 

(S) 1 member representing food and fiber 
processors. 

(T) 1 member actively engaged in rural 
economic development. 

(U) 1 member representing a national con-
sumer interest group. 

(V) 1 member representing a national for-
estry group. 

(W) 1 member representing a national con-
servation or natural resource group. 

(X) 1 member representing private sector 
organizations involved in international de-
velopment. 

(Y) 1 member representing a national so-
cial science association. 

(4) Ex officio members 

The Secretary, the Under Secretary of Agri-
culture for Research, Education, and Eco-
nomics, the Administrator of the Agricultural 
Research Service, the Director of the National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture, the Admin-
istrator of the Economic Research Service, 
and the Administrator of the National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service shall serve as ex 
officio members of the Advisory Board. 

(5) Officers 

At the first meeting of the Advisory Board 
each year, the members shall elect from 
among the members of the Advisory Board a 
chairperson, vice chairperson, and 7 additional 
members to serve on the executive committee 
established under paragraph (6). 

(6) Executive committee 

The Advisory Board shall establish an execu-
tive committee charged with the responsibil-
ity of working with the Secretary and officers 
and employees of the Department of Agri-
culture to summarize and disseminate the rec-
ommendations of the Advisory Board. 

(7) Equal representation of public and private 
sector members 

In appointing members to serve on the Advi-
sory Board, the Secretary shall ensure, to the 
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maximum extent practicable, equal represen-
tation of public and private sector members. 

(c) Duties 

The Advisory Board shall— 
(1) review and provide consultation to the 

Secretary, land-grant colleges and univer-
sities, and the Committee on Agriculture of 
the House of Representatives, the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the 
Senate, the Subcommittee on Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and Related Agencies of the Commit-
tee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Subcommittee on Agri-
culture, Rural Development and Related Agen-
cies of the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate on long-term and short-term na-
tional policies and priorities, as set forth in 
section 3101 of this title, relating to agricul-
tural research, extension, education, and eco-
nomics; 

(2) evaluate the results and effectiveness of 
agricultural research, extension, education, 
and economics with respect to the policies and 
priorities; 

(3) review and make recommendations to the 
Under Secretary of Agriculture for Research, 
Education, and Economics on the research, ex-
tension, education, and economics portion of 
the draft strategic plan required under section 
306 of title 5; and 

(4) review the mechanisms of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for technology assess-
ment (which should be conducted by qualified 
professionals) for the purposes of— 

(A) performance measurement and evalua-
tion of the implementation by the Secretary 
of the strategic plan required under section 
306 of title 5; 

(B) implementation of the national re-
search policies and priorities set forth in 
section 3101 of this title; and 

(C) the development of mechanisms for the 
assessment of emerging public and private 
agricultural research and technology trans-
fer initiatives. 

(d) Consultation 

(1) Duties of Advisory Board 

In carrying out this section, the Advisory 
Board shall consult with any appropriate 
agencies of the Department of Agriculture and 
solicit opinions and recommendations from 
persons who will benefit from and use feder-
ally funded agricultural research, extension, 
education, and economics. 

(2) Duties of Secretary 

To comply with a provision of this chapter 
or any other law that requires the Secretary 
to consult or cooperate with the Advisory 
Board or that authorizes the Advisory Board 
to submit recommendations to the Secretary, 
the Secretary shall— 

(A) solicit the written opinions and recom-
mendations of the Advisory Board; and 

(B) provide a written response to the Advi-
sory Board regarding the manner and extent 
to which the Secretary will implement rec-
ommendations submitted by the Advisory 
Board. 

(e) Appointment 

A member of the Advisory Board shall be ap-
pointed by the Secretary for a term of up to 3 
years. The members of the Advisory Board shall 
be appointed to serve staggered terms. 

(f) Federal Advisory Committee Act 

The Advisory Board shall be deemed to have 
filed a charter for the purpose of section 9(c) of 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. 
App.). 

(g) Annual limitation on Advisory Board ex-
penses 

(1) Maximum amount 

Not more than $500,000 may be used to cover 
the necessary expenses of the Advisory Board 
for each fiscal year. 

(2) General limitation 

The expenses of the Advisory Board shall not 
be counted toward any general limitation on 
the expenses of advisory committees, panels, 
commissions, and task forces of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture contained in any Act 
making appropriations for the Department of 
Agriculture, whether enacted before, on, or 
after June 23, 1998, unless the appropriation 
Act specifically refers to this subsection and 
specifically includes this Advisory Board with-
in the general limitation. 

(h) Termination 

The Advisory Board shall remain in existence 
until September 30, 2012. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1408, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 988; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1408, Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1300; Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, 
§ 1406, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1545; Pub. L. 101–624, 
title XVI, § 1604(b), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3709; 
Pub. L. 102–237, title IV, § 402(2), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 
Stat. 1863; Pub. L. 104–66, title I, §§ 1011(t), 1012(f), 
Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 710, 712; Pub. L. 104–127, 
title VIII, § 802(a), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1156; 
Pub. L. 105–185, title II, § 222, June 23, 1998, 112 
Stat. 538; Pub. L. 107–171, title VII, §§ 7133, 
7209(a), May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 435, 444; Pub. L. 
110–234, title VII, §§ 7102(a), 7511(c)(8), May 22, 
2008, 122 Stat. 1214, 1268; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), 
title VII, §§ 7102(a), 7511(c)(8), June 18, 2008, 122 
Stat. 1664, 1975, 2029.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of July 2, 1862, referred to in subsec. (b)(3)(K), is 
act July 2, 1862, ch. 130, 12 Stat. 503, popularly known 
as the ‘‘Morrill Act’’ and also as the ‘‘First Morrill 
Act’’, which is classified generally to subchapter I (§ 301 
et seq.) of chapter 13 of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 301 of this title and Tables. 

Act of August 30, 1890, referred to in subsec. (b)(3)(L), 
is act Aug. 30, 1890, ch. 841, 26 Stat. 417, popularly 
known as the Agricultural College Act of 1890 and also 
as the Second Morrill Act, which is classified generally 
to subchapter II (§ 321 et seq.) of chapter 13 of this title. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 321 of this title 
and Tables. 

For definition of ‘‘this chapter’’, referred to in sub-
sec. (d)(2), see note set out under section 3102 of this 
title. 

Section 9 of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (f), is section 9 of Pub. L. 92–463, 
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which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7102(a)(1)(A), 
substituted ‘‘25’’ for ‘‘31’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7102(a)(1)(B), added 
par. (3) and struck out former par. (3) which related to 
membership categories and directed that the Advisory 
Board consist of members from each of the categories 
listed in former subpars. (A) to (EE). 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7511(c)(8), substituted 
‘‘the Director of the National Institute of Food and Ag-
riculture’’ for ‘‘the Administrator of the Cooperative 
State Research, Education, and Extension Service’’. 

Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7102(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘$500,000’’ for ‘‘$350,000’’. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7102(a)(3), substituted 
‘‘2012’’ for ‘‘2007’’. 

2002—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 107–171, § 7209(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘31 members’’ for ‘‘30 members’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3)(R) to (EE). Pub. L. 107–171, § 7209(a)(2), 
added subpar. (R) and redesignated former subpars. (R) 
to (DD) as (S) to (EE), respectively. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 107–171, § 7209(a)(3), substituted 
‘‘Secretary, land-grant colleges and universities, and 
the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate, the Subcommittee on Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and Related Agencies of the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives, and the 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development and 
Related Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations 
of the Senate’’ for ‘‘Secretary and land-grant colleges 
and universities’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 107–171, § 7209(a)(4), inserted 
‘‘consult with any appropriate agencies of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and’’ after ‘‘The Advisory Board 
shall’’. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 107–171, § 7133, substituted ‘‘2007’’ 
for ‘‘2002’’. 

1998—Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 105–185, § 222(a), added 
par. (7). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 105–185, § 222(b), designated exist-
ing provisions as par. (1), inserted heading, and added 
par. (2). 

Subsecs. (g), (h). Pub. L. 105–185, § 222(c), added subsec. 
(g) and redesignated former subsec. (g) as (h). 

1996—Pub. L. 104–127 amended section generally, sub-
stituting present provisions for provisions which estab-
lished National Agricultural Research and Extension 
Users Advisory Board and provided for membership, 
chairperson and vice-chairperson, meetings, panels of 
the Board, responsibilities of the Board, reports by the 
Board, and a report by the Secretary of Agriculture on 
manner in which recommendations of Board had been 
incorporated into programs of Department of Agri-
culture. 

1995—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 104–66, § 1012(f), inserted 
‘‘may provide’’ before ‘‘a written report’’ in first sen-
tence. 

Subsec. (g)(2), (3). Pub. L. 104–66, § 1011(t), redesig-
nated par. (3) as (2) and struck out former par. (2) which 
required Advisory Board to submit to the President and 
congressional committees a report containing appraisal 
by Board of President’s proposed budget for food and 
agricultural sciences and recommendations of Sec-
retary. 

1991—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 102–237, § 402(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Government’’ for ‘‘government’’. 

Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 102–237, § 402(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘federally’’ for ‘‘Federally’’. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–624 amended section generally, sub-
stituting present provisions for provisions which estab-
lished National Agricultural Research and Extension 
Users Advisory Board to expire on Sept. 30, 1990, au-
thorized membership of Board at 25 representatives, 
provided for selection of chairman and vice-chairman, 
provided for meetings at least once during each three 
month period, authorized establishment of panels to as-
sist Board in meeting its responsibilities, and outlined 
general and specific responsibilities of Board, including 
the submission of reports. 

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–198, § 1406(a), substituted 
‘‘1990’’ for ‘‘1985’’. 

Subsec. (f)(2)(G). Pub. L. 99–198, § 1406(b), added sub-
par. (G). 

1981—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1408(a), substituted 
‘‘that expires September 30, 1985’’ for ‘‘of five years’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1408(b), in provision pre-
ceding par. (1) substituted ‘‘twenty-five’’ for ‘‘twenty- 
one’’ and inserted ‘‘to serve staggered terms’’ and in 
par. (1) substituted ‘‘eight’’ for ‘‘four’’ and ‘‘agricul-
tural, forestry, and aquacultural products, from var-
ious geographical regions’’ for ‘‘agricultural commod-
ities, forest products, and aquacultural products’’. 

Subsec. (f)(2)(E). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1408(c)(1), substituted 
‘‘July 1’’ for ‘‘October 1’’. 

Subsec. (f)(2)(F). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1408(c)(2), substituted 
‘‘February 20 of’’ for ‘‘March 1 of’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, except as other-
wise provided, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110–246, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 8701 of this 
title. 

Amendment by section 7511(c)(8) of Pub. L. 110–246 ef-
fective Oct. 1, 2009, see section 7511(c) of Pub. L. 110–246, 
set out as a note under section 1522 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

EFFECT OF 2008 AMENDMENT ON TERMS 

Pub. L. 110–234, title VII, § 7102(b), May 22, 2008, 122 
Stat. 1215, and Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title VII, § 7102(b), 
June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1976, provided that: ‘‘Noth-
ing in this section [amending this section] or any 
amendment made by this section affects the term of 
any member of the National Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, Education, and Economics Advisory Board 
serving as of the date of enactment of this Act [June 18, 
2008].’’ 

[Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 
provisions. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) 
of Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 8701 
of this title.] 

§ 3123a. Specialty crop committee 

(a) Establishment 

Not later than 90 days after December 21, 2004, 
the executive committee of the Advisory Board 
shall establish, and appoint the initial members 
of, a permanent specialty crops committee that 
will be responsible for studying the scope and ef-
fectiveness of research, extension, and eco-
nomics programs affecting the specialty crop in-
dustry. 

(b) Members 

Individuals who are not members of the Advi-
sory Board may be appointed as members of the 
specialty crops committee. Members of the spe-
cialty crops committee shall serve at the discre-
tion of the executive committee. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(c) Annual committee report 

Not later than 180 days after the establish-
ment of the specialty crops committee, and an-
nually thereafter, the specialty crops committee 
shall submit to the Advisory Board a report con-
taining the findings of its study under sub-
section (a) of this section. The specialty crops 
committee shall include in each report recom-
mendations regarding the following: 

(1) Measures designed to improve the effi-
ciency, productivity, and profitability of spe-
cialty crop production in the United States. 

(2) Measures designed to improve competi-
tiveness in research, extension, and economics 
programs affecting the specialty crop indus-
try. 

(3) Programs that would— 
(A) enhance the quality and shelf-life of 

fresh fruits and vegetables, including their 
taste and appearance; 

(B) develop new crop protection tools and 
expand the applicability and cost-effective-
ness of integrated pest management; 

(C) prevent the introduction of foreign 
invasive pests and diseases; 

(D) develop new products and new uses of 
specialty crops; 

(E) develop new and improved marketing 
tools for specialty crops; 

(F) enhance food safety regarding spe-
cialty crops; 

(G) improve mechanization of production 
practices; and 

(H) enhance irrigation techniques used in 
specialty crop production. 

(4) Analyses of changes in macroeconomic 
conditions, technologies, and policies on spe-
cialty crop production and consumption, with 
particular focus on the effect of those changes 
on the financial stability of producers. 

(5) Development of data that provide applied 
information useful to specialty crop growers, 
their associations, and other interested bene-
ficiaries in evaluating that industry from a re-
gional and national perspective. 

(d) Consideration by Secretary 

In preparing the annual budget recommenda-
tions for the Department of Agriculture, the 
Secretary shall take into consideration those 
findings and recommendations contained in the 
most-recent report of the specialty crops com-
mittee that are adopted by the Advisory Board. 

(e) Annual report by Secretary 

In the budget material submitted to Congress 
by the Secretary in connection with the budget 
submitted pursuant to section 1105 of title 31 for 
a fiscal year, the Secretary shall include a re-
port describing how the Secretary addressed 
each recommendation of the specialty crops 
committee described in subsection (d) of this 
section. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1408A, as added Pub. 
L. 108–465, title III, § 303, Dec. 21, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3885; amended Pub. L. 110–234, title VII, § 7103, 
May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1215; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), 
title VII, § 7103, June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1976.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 

L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3123a, Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, 
§ 1408A, as added Pub. L. 101–624, title XVI, § 1605(a), 
Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3711; amended Pub. L. 102–237, 
title IV, § 402(3), (4), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1863, related 
to establishment of Agricultural Science and Tech-
nology Review Board, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 104–127, 
title VIII, § 853(a), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1172. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (c)(4), (5). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7103, added 
pars. (4) and (5). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 8701 of this title. 

§ 3123b. Renewable energy committee 

(a) Initial members 

Not later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this section, the executive committee of 
the Advisory Board shall establish and appoint 
the initial members of a permanent renewable 
energy committee. 

(b) Duties 

The permanent renewable energy committee 
shall study the scope and effectiveness of re-
search, extension, and economics programs af-
fecting the renewable energy industry. 

(c) Nonadvisory Board members 

(1) In general 

An individual who is not a member of the 
Advisory Board may be appointed as a member 
of the renewable energy committee. 

(2) Service 

A member of the renewable energy commit-
tee shall serve at the discretion of the execu-
tive committee. 

(d) Report by renewable energy committee 

Not later than 180 days after the date of estab-
lishment of the renewable energy committee, 
and annually thereafter, the renewable energy 
committee shall submit to the Advisory Board a 
report that contains the findings and any recom-
mendations of the renewable energy committee 
with respect to the study conducted under sub-
section (b). 

(e) Consultation 

In carrying out the duties described in sub-
section (b), the renewable energy committee 
shall consult with the Biomass Research and De-
velopment Technical Advisory Committee es-
tablished under section 8605 1 of this title. 

(f) Matters to be considered in budget recom-
mendation 

In preparing the annual budget recommenda-
tions for the Department, the Secretary shall 
take into consideration those findings and rec-
ommendations contained in the most recent re-
port of the renewable energy committee under 
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subsection (d) that are developed by the Advi-
sory Committee. 

(g) Report by the Secretary 

In the budget material submitted to Congress 
by the Secretary in connection with the budget 
submitted pursuant to section 1105 of title 31 for 
a fiscal year, the Secretary shall include a re-
port that describes the ways in which the Sec-
retary addressed each recommendation of the 
renewable energy committee described in sub-
section (f). 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1408B, as added Pub. 
L. 110–234, title VII, § 7104, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 
1216, and Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title VII, § 7104, 
June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1977.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 
subsec. (a), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–246, 
which was approved June 18, 2008. 

Section 8605 of this title, referred to in subsec. (e), 
was in the original ‘‘section 9008(d) of the Biomass Re-
search and Development Act of 2000 (7 U.S.C. 8605)’’, and 
was translated as meaning section 306 of title III of 
Pub. L. 106–224, to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress, because title III of Pub. L. 106–224, known as the 
Biomass Research and Development Act of 2000, does 
not contain a section 9008 and section 306 of the Act re-
lated to the establishment of the Biomass Research and 
Development Technical Advisory Committee, prior to 
repeal by Pub. L. 110–246, title IX, § 9001(b), June 18, 
2008, 122 Stat. 2095. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 
sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 
Pub. L. 110–246. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Enactment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 8701 of 
this title. 

§ 3124. Existing research programs 

It is the intent of Congress in enacting this 
chapter to augment, coordinate, and supplement 
the planning, initiation, and conduct of agricul-
tural research programs existing prior to Sep-
tember 29, 1977, except that it is not the intent 
of Congress in enacting this title to limit the 
authority of the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services under any Act which the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services administers. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1409, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 989; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1409, Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1301.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definition of ‘‘this chapter’’, referred to in text, 
see note set out under section 3102 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–98 substituted ‘‘Secretary of Health 
and Human Services’’ for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare’’ in two places. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

§ 3124a. Federal-State partnership and coordina-
tion 

(a) Covered programs; statement of purposes 

A unique partnership arrangement exists in 
food and agricultural research, extension, and 
teaching between the Federal Government and 
the governments of the several States whereby 
the States have accepted and have supported, 
through legislation and appropriations— 

(1) research programs under— 
(A) the Act of March 2, 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361a 

et seq.), commonly known as the Hatch Act 
of 1887; 

(B) the Act of October 10, 1962 (16 U.S.C. 
582a et seq.), commonly known as the 
McIntire-Stennis Act of 1962; 

(C) subchapter V of this chapter; and 
(D) subchapter VI of this chapter; 

(2) extension programs under subchapter VI 
of this chapter and the Act of May 8, 1914 (7 
U.S.C. 341 et seq.), commonly known as the 
Smith-Lever Act; 

(3) teaching programs under— 
(A) the Act of July 2, 1862 (7 U.S.C. 301 et 

seq.), commonly known as the First Morrill 
Act; 

(B) the Act of August 30, 1890 (7 U.S.C. 321 
et seq.), commonly known as the Second 
Morrill Act; and 

(C) the Act of June 29, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 329), 
commonly known as the Bankhead-Jones 
Act; and 

(4) international agricultural programs 
under title XII of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2220a et seq.). 

This partnership in publicly supported agricul-
tural research, extension, and teaching involv-
ing the programs of Federal agencies and the 
programs of the States has played a major role 
in the outstanding successes achieved in meet-
ing the varied, dispersed, and in many cases, 
site-specific needs of American agriculture. This 
partnership must be preserved and enhanced. 

(b) Establishment, etc., of cooperative centers 

In order to promote research and education in 
food and human nutrition, the Secretary may 
establish cooperative human nutrition centers 
to focus resources, facilities, and scientific ex-
pertise on particular high priority nutrition 
problems identified by the Department. Such 
centers shall be established at State cooperative 
institutions; and at other colleges and univer-
sities, having a demonstrable capacity to carry 
out human nutrition research and education. 

(c) Designation of State cooperative institutions; 
reports; research grants 

(1) To promote research for purposes of devel-
oping agricultural policy alternatives, the Sec-
retary is encouraged— 

(A) to designate at least one State coopera-
tive institution to conduct research in an 
interdisciplinary fashion; and 

(B) to report on a regular basis with respect 
to the effect of emerging technological, eco-
nomic, sociological, and environmental devel-
opments on the structure of agriculture. 

(2) Support for this effort should include 
grants to examine the role of various food pro-



Page 1414 TITLE 7—AGRICULTURE § 3124a 

duction, processing, and distribution systems 
that may primarily benefit small- and medium- 
sized family farms, such as diversified farm 
plans, energy, water, and soil conservation tech-
nologies, direct and cooperative marketing, pro-
duction and processing cooperatives, and rural 
community resource management. 

(d) Designation of State agricultural experiment 
stations and Agricultural Research Service 
facilities; pilot projects; additional research 

To address more effectively the critical need 
for reducing farm input costs, improving soil, 
water, and energy conservation on farms and in 
rural areas, using sustainable agricultural 
methods, adopting alternative processing and 
marketing systems, and encouraging rural re-
sources management, the Secretary is encour-
aged to designate at least one State agricultural 
experiment station and one Agricultural Re-
search Service facility to examine these issues 
in an integrated and comprehensive manner, 
while conducting ongoing pilot projects contrib-
uting additional research through the Federal- 
State partnership. 

(e) Applicability of Federal Advisory Committee 
Act 

(1) Public meetings 

All meetings of any entity described in para-
graph (3) shall be publicly announced in ad-
vance and shall be open to the public. Detailed 
minutes of meetings and other appropriate 
records of the activities of such an entity shall 
be kept and made available to the public on 
request. 

(2) Exemption 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App.) and title XVIII of this Act [7 
U.S.C. 2281 et seq.] shall not apply to any en-
tity described in paragraph (3). 

(3) Entities described 

This subsection shall apply to any commit-
tee, board, commission, panel, or task force, 
or similar entity that— 

(A) is created for the purpose of coopera-
tive efforts in agricultural research, exten-
sion, or teaching; and 

(B) consists entirely of— 
(i) full-time Federal employees; and 
(ii) one or more individuals who are em-

ployed by, or are officials of— 
(I) a State cooperative institution or 

State cooperative agency; or 
(II) a public college or university or 

other postsecondary institution. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1409A, as added Pub. 
L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1410(a), Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 
1301; amended Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, § 1407, 
Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1545; Pub. L. 101–624, title 
XVI, § 1601(f)(1)(B), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3704; 
Pub. L. 104–127, title VIII, § 803, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1159.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of March 2, 1887, referred to in subsec. (a)(1)(A), 
is act Mar. 2, 1887, ch. 314, 24 Stat. 440, as amended, pop-
ularly known as the Hatch Act of 1887, which is classi-
fied generally to sections 361a to 361i of this title. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 361a of this title 
and Tables. 

Act of October 10, 1962, referred to in subsec. (a)(1)(B), 
is Pub. L. 87–788, Oct. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 806, popularly 
known as the ‘‘McIntire-Stennis Act of 1962’’ and also 
as the ‘‘McIntire-Stennis Cooperative Forestry Act’’, 
which is classified generally to subchapter III (§ 582a et 
seq.) of chapter 3 of Title 16, Conservation. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 582a of Title 16 and 
Tables. 

Act of May 8, 1914, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), is act 
May 8, 1914, ch. 79, 38 Stat. 372, as amended, popularly 
known as the Smith-Lever Act, which is classified gen-
erally to subchapter IV (§ 341 et seq.) of chapter 13 of 
this title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 341 of 
this title and Tables. 

Act of July 2, 1862, referred to in subsec. (a)(3)(A), is 
act July 2, 1862, ch. 130, 12 Stat. 503, popularly known 
as the ‘‘Morrill Act’’ and also as the ‘‘First Morrill 
Act’’, which is classified generally to subchapter I (§ 301 
et seq.) of chapter 13 of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 301 of this title and Tables. 

Act of August 30, 1890, referred to in subsec. (a)(3)(B), 
is act Aug. 30, 1890, ch. 841, 26 Stat. 417, as amended, 
popularly known as the Agricultural College Act of 1890 
and also as the Second Morrill Act, which is classified 
generally to subchapter II (§ 321 et seq.) of chapter 13 of 
this title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 321 of 
this title and Tables. 

Act of June 29, 1935, referred to in subsec. (a)(3)(C), is 
act June 29, 1935, ch. 338, 49 Stat. 436, popularly known 
as the Bankhead-Jones Act and as the Agricultural Re-
search Act, which was classified principally to sections 
329 and 427 to 427j of this title, and was repealed by act 
Aug. 11, 1966, ch. 790, § 2, 69 Stat. 674, except for sections 
1, 10, and 22 of the Act, which are classified to sections 
427, 427i, and 329, respectively, of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note under section 427 of this title and Tables. 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, referred to in sub-
sec. (a)(4), is Pub. L. 87–195, Sept. 4, 1961, 75 Stat. 424, as 
amended. Title XII of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 probably means title XII of chapter 2 of part I of 
the Act, which is classified generally to subpart XII 
(§ 2220a et seq.) of part II of subchapter I of chapter 32 
of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 2151 of Title 22 
and Tables. 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
subsec. (e)(2), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 
as amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees. 

Title XVIII of this Act, referred to in subsec. (e)(2), is 
title XVIII of the Food and Agriculture Act of 1977, 
Pub. L. 95–113, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 1041, as amended, 
which is classified generally to chapter 55A (§ 2281 et 
seq.) of this title. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1977 Amendment 
note set out under section 1281 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–127 added subsec. (e). 
1990—Subsecs. (c) to (e). Pub. L. 101–624 redesignated 

subsecs. (d) and (e) as (c) and (d), respectively, and 
struck out former subsec. (c) which read as follows: ‘‘In 
order to meet the increasing needs of consumers and to 
promote the health and welfare of people, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that the cooperative research, ex-
tension, and teaching programs of the various States 
adequately address the challenges described in para-
graph (10) of section 3101 of this title. The Secretary 
may implement new cooperative initiatives in home 
economics and related disciplines to address such chal-
lenges.’’ 

1985—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 99–198, § 1407(a), added 
par. (4). 
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Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 99–198, § 1407(b), added sub-
secs. (d) and (e). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Dec. 22, 1981, see section 1801 of Pub. 
L. 97–98, set out as a note under section 4301 of this 
title. 

§ 3125. Annual report of Secretary of Agriculture 
to President and Congress 

The Secretary shall submit to the President 
and Congress by January 1 of each year a report 
on the Nation’s agricultural research, extension, 
and teaching activities, and such report shall in-
clude— 

(1) a review covering the following three cat-
egories of activities of the Department of Ag-
riculture with respect to agricultural re-
search, extension, and teaching activities and 
the relationship of these activities to similar 
activities of other departments and agencies 
of the Federal Government, the States, col-
leges and universities, and the private sector— 

(A) a current inventory of such activities 
organized by statutory authorization and 
budget outlay; 

(B) a current inventory of such activities 
organized by field of basic and applied 
science; and 

(C) a current inventory of such activities 
organized by commodity and product cat-
egory; 

(2) any recommendations of the Advisory 
Board; and 

(3) in the second and succeeding years, a 
five-year projection of national priorities with 
respect to agricultural research, extension, 
and teaching, taking into account both domes-
tic and international needs. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1410, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 989; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1411, Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1302; Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, 
§ 1408, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1546; Pub. L. 101–624, 
title XVI, § 1605(b)(4), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3714; 
Pub. L. 104–127, title VIII, §§ 802(b)(2), 852(b)(2), 
853(b)(3), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1159, 1171, 1172.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Par. (2). Pub. L. 104–127 substituted ‘‘any recom-
mendations of the Advisory Board’’ for ‘‘the recom-
mendations of the Joint Council developed under sec-
tion 3122(f) of this title, the recommendations of the 
Advisory Board developed under section 3123(g) of this 
title, and the recommendations of the Technology 
Board developed under section 3123a(d) of this title’’. 

1990—Par. (2). Pub. L. 101–624 amended par. (2) gener-
ally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as follows: ‘‘the 
statements of recommendations of the Joint Council 
developed pursuant to the provisions of section 
3122(d)(2)(G) of this title and the statement of recom-
mendations of the Advisory Board developed pursuant 
to the provisions of section 3123(f)(2)(E) of this title; 
and’’. 

1985—Par. (4). Pub. L. 99–198 struck out par. (4) which 
provided for inclusion ‘‘in the report of January 1, 1984, 
the Secretary’s needs assessment developed pursuant to 
the provisions of section 3121(11) of this title’’. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–98 substituted in provision preceding 
par. (1) ‘‘January 1’’ for ‘‘February 1’’ and added par. 
(4). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
of this section relating to submittal to Congress of an-
nual report on agricultural research, extension, and 
teaching activities, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as 
amended, set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 
31, Money and Finance, and page 44 of House Document 
No. 103–7. 

§ 3125a. National Agricultural Library 

(a) Purpose 

The purpose of this section is to consolidate 
and expand the statutory authority for the oper-
ation of the library of the Department of Agri-
culture established pursuant to section 2201 of 
this title as the primary agricultural informa-
tion resource of the United States. 

(b) Establishment 

There is established in the Department of Ag-
riculture the National Agricultural Library to 
serve as the primary agricultural information 
resource of the United States. 

(c) Director 

The Secretary shall appoint a Director for the 
National Agricultural Library who shall be sub-
ject to the direction of the Secretary. 

(d) Functions of Director 

The Director may— 
(1) acquire, preserve, and manage informa-

tion and information products and services in 
all phases of agriculture and allied sciences; 

(2) organize agricultural information and in-
formation products and services by cataloging, 
indexing, bibliographical listing, and other ap-
propriate techniques; 

(3) provide agricultural information and in-
formation products and services to agencies of 
the Department of Agriculture and the Fed-
eral Government, public and private organiza-
tions, and individuals, within the United 
States and internationally; 

(4) plan for, coordinate, and evaluate infor-
mation and library needs related to agricul-
tural research and education; 

(5) cooperate with and coordinate efforts 
among agricultural college and university li-
braries, in conjunction with private industry 
and other agricultural library and information 
centers, toward the development of a compre-
hensive agricultural library and information 
network; and 

(6) coordinate the development of specialized 
subject information services among the agri-
cultural and library information communities. 

(e) Library products and services 

The Director may— 
(1) make copies of the bibliographies pre-

pared by the National Agricultural Library; 
(2) make microforms and other reproduc-

tions of books and other library materials in 
the Department; 

(3) provide any other library and informa-
tion products and services; and 

(4) sell those products and services at such 
prices (not less than the estimated total cost 
of disseminating the products and services) as 
the Secretary may determine appropriate. 

(f) Receipts 

Funds received from sales under subsection (e) 
of this section shall be deposited in the Treasury 
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of the United States to the credit of the applica-
ble appropriation and shall remain available 
until expended. 

(g) Agreements 

(1) In general 

The Director may enter into agreement 
with, and receive funds from any State, and 
other political subdivision, organization, busi-
ness, or individual for the purpose of conduct-
ing activities to carry out this section. 

(2) Funds 

Funds received under this subsection for 
payments for library products and services or 
other activities shall be deposited to the mis-
cellaneous contributed fund account, and shall 
remain available until expended. 

(h) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated for 
each fiscal year such sums as may be necessary 
to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1410A, as added Pub. 
L. 101–624, title XVI, § 1606(a), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3714.) 

ENHANCED USE LEASE AUTHORITY PILOT PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 103–354, title III, § 308, as added by Pub. L. 
110–234, title VII, § 7409, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1252, and 
Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title VII, § 7409, June 18, 2008, 122 
Stat. 1664, 2014, provided that: 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—To enhance the use of real 
property administered by agencies of the Department, 
the Secretary may establish a pilot program, in accord-
ance with this section, at the Beltsville Agricultural 
Research Center of the Agricultural Research Service 
and the National Agricultural Library to lease non-
excess property of the Center or the Library to any in-
dividual or entity, including agencies or instrumental-
ities of State or local governments. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding chapter 5 of sub-

title I of title 40, United States Code, the Secretary 
may lease real property at the Beltsville Agricultural 
Research Center or the National Agricultural Library 
in accordance with such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary may prescribe, if the Secretary determines 
that the lease— 

‘‘(A) is consistent with, and will not adversely af-
fect, the mission of the Department agency admin-
istering the property; 

‘‘(B) will enhance the use of the property; 
‘‘(C) will not permit any portion of Department 

agency property or any facility of the Department 
to be used for the public retail or wholesale sale of 
merchandise or residential development; 

‘‘(D) will not permit the construction or modifica-
tion of facilities financed by non-Federal sources to 
be used by an agency, except for incidental use; and 

‘‘(E) will not include any property or facility re-
quired for any Department agency purpose without 
prior consideration of the needs of the agency. 
‘‘(2) TERM.—The term of a lease under this section 

shall not exceed 30 years. 
‘‘(3) CONSIDERATION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Consideration provided for a 
lease under this section shall be— 

‘‘(i) in an amount equal to fair market value, as 
determined by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(ii) in the form of cash. 
‘‘(B) USE OF FUNDS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Consideration provided for a 
lease under this section shall be— 

‘‘(I) deposited in a capital asset account to be 
established by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(II) available until expended, without further 
appropriation, for maintenance, capital revital-

ization, and improvements of the Department 
properties and facilities at the Beltsville Agri-
cultural Research Center and National Agricul-
tural Library. 
‘‘(ii) BUDGETARY TREATMENT.—For purposes of 

the budget, the amounts described in clause (i) 
shall not be treated as a receipt of any Depart-
ment agency or any other agency leasing prop-
erty under this section. 

‘‘(4) COSTS.—The lessee shall cover all costs associ-
ated with a lease under this section, including the 
cost of— 

‘‘(A) the project to be carried out on property or 
at a facility covered by the lease; 

‘‘(B) provision and administration of the lease; 
‘‘(C) construction of any needed facilities; 
‘‘(D) provision of applicable utilities; and 
‘‘(E) any other facility cost normally associated 

with the operation of a leased facility. 
‘‘(5) PROHIBITION OF USE OF APPROPRIATIONS.—The 

Secretary shall not use any funds made available to 
the Secretary in an appropriations Act for the con-
struction or operating costs of any space covered by 
a lease under this section. 

‘‘(6) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—This section and 
the authority provided by this section terminate— 

‘‘(A) on the date that is 5 years after the date of 
enactment of this section [June 18, 2008]; or 

‘‘(B) with respect to any particular leased prop-
erty, on the date of termination of the lease. 

‘‘(c) EFFECT OF OTHER LAWS.— 
‘‘(1) UTILIZATION.—Property that is leased pursuant 

to this section shall not be considered to be un-
utilized or underutilized for purposes of section 501 of 
the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act 
[now the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act] 
(42 U.S.C. 11411). 

‘‘(2) DISPOSAL.—Property at the Beltsville Agricul-
tural Research Center or the National Agricultural 
Library that is leased pursuant to this section shall 
not be considered to be disposed of by sale, lease, 
rental, excessing, or surplusing for purposes of sec-
tion 523 of Public Law 100–202 (101 Stat. 1329–417). 
‘‘(d) ADMINISTRATION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the 
date of enactment of this section [June 18, 2008], the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the 
Senate a report that describes detailed management 
objectives and performance measurements by which 
the Secretary intends to evaluate the success of the 
program under this section. 

‘‘(2) REPORTS.—Not later than 1, 3, and 5 years after 
the date of enactment of this section [June 18, 2008], 
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the 
Senate a report describing the implementation of the 
program under this section, including— 

‘‘(A) a copy of each lease entered into pursuant to 
this section; and 

‘‘(B) an assessment by the Secretary of the suc-
cess of the program using the management objec-
tives and performance measurements developed by 
the Secretary.’’ 

[Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 
provisions. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) 
of Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 8701 
of this title.] 

§ 3125b. National Rural Information Center 
Clearinghouse 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish, within the Na-
tional Agricultural Library, in coordination 
with the National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture, a National Rural Information Center 
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Clearinghouse (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Clearinghouse’’) to perform the functions spec-
ified in subsection (b) of this section. 

(b) Functions 

The Clearinghouse shall provide and distribute 
information and data to any industry, organiza-
tion, or Federal, State, or local government en-
tity, on request, about programs and services 
provided by Federal, State, and local agencies 
and private nonprofit organizations and institu-
tions under which individuals residing in, or or-
ganizations and State and local government en-
tities operating in, a rural area may be eligible 
for any kind of assistance, including job train-
ing, education, health care, and economic devel-
opment assistance, and emotional and financial 
counseling. To the extent possible, the National 
Agricultural Library shall use telecommunica-
tions technology to disseminate information to 
rural areas. 

(c) Federal agencies 

On request of the Secretary, the head of a Fed-
eral agency shall provide to the Clearinghouse 
such information as the Secretary may request 
to enable the Clearinghouse to carry out sub-
section (b) of this section. 

(d) State and local agencies and nonprofit orga-
nizations 

The Secretary shall request State and local 
governments and private nonprofit organiza-
tions and institutions to provide to the Clear-
inghouse such information as such agencies and 
organizations may have about any program or 
service of such agencies, organizations, and in-
stitutions under which individuals residing in a 
rural area may be eligible for any kind of assist-
ance, including job training, educational, health 
care, and economic development assistance, and 
emotional and financial counseling. 

(e) Limitation on authorization of appropriations 

To carry out this section, there are authorized 
to be appropriated $500,000 for each of the fiscal 
years 1991 through 2012. 

(Pub. L. 101–624, title XXIII, § 2381, Nov. 28, 1990, 
104 Stat. 4049; Pub. L. 104–127, title VIII, § 842, 
Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1170; Pub. L. 105–185, title 
III, § 301(b)(3), June 23, 1998, 112 Stat. 563; Pub. L. 
107–171, title VII, § 7101, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 
431; Pub. L. 110–234, title VII, §§ 7212, 7511(c)(9), 
May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1242, 1268; Pub. L. 110–246, 
§ 4(a), title VII, §§ 7212, 7511(c)(9), June 18, 2008, 
122 Stat. 1664, 2003, 2029.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

Section was enacted as part of the Rural Economic 
Development Act of 1990, and also as part of the Food, 
Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990, and 
not as part of the National Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 which com-
prises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7511(c)(9), sub-
stituted ‘‘National Institute of Food and Agriculture’’ 
for ‘‘Extension Service’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7212, substituted ‘‘2012’’ 
for ‘‘2007’’. 

2002—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–171 substituted ‘‘2007’’ 
for ‘‘2002’’. 

1998—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 105–185 substituted ‘‘2002’’ 
for ‘‘1997’’. 

1996—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–127 substituted ‘‘1997’’ 
for ‘‘1995’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, except as other-
wise provided, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110–246, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 8701 of this 
title. 

Amendment by section 7511(c)(9) of Pub. L. 110–246 ef-
fective Oct. 1, 2009, see section 7511(c) of Pub. L. 110–246, 
set out as a note under section 1522 of this title. 

§ 3125c. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–127, title VIII, 
§ 859(a), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1173 

Section, Pub. L. 101–624, title XIV, § 1499A, as added 
Pub. L. 102–237, title II, § 201(h)(1), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 
1847, related to education program regarding handling 
of agricultural chemicals and agricultural chemical 
containers. 

§ 3126. Libraries and information network 

(a) Congressional declaration of policy 

It is declared to be the policy of Congress 
that— 

(1) cooperation and coordination among, and 
the more effective utilization of, disparate ag-
ricultural libraries and information units be 
facilitated; 

(2) information and library needs related to 
agricultural research and education be effec-
tively planned for, coordinated, and evaluated; 

(3) a structure for the coordination of the ag-
ricultural libraries of colleges and univer-
sities, Department of Agriculture libraries, 
and their closely allied information gathering 
and disseminating units be established in close 
conjunction with private industry and other 
research libraries; 

(4) effective access by all colleges and uni-
versities and Department of Agriculture per-
sonnel to literature and information regarding 
the food and agricultural sciences be provided; 

(5) programs for training in information uti-
lization with respect to the food and agricul-
tural sciences, including research grants for li-
brarians, information scientists, and agricul-
tural scientists be established or strength-
ened; and 

(6) the Department of Agriculture establish 
mutually valuable working relationships with 
international and foreign information and 
data programs. 

(b) Food and Nutrition and Education Resources 
Center 

There is established within the National Agri-
cultural Library of the Department of Agri-
culture a Food and Nutrition Information and 
Education Resources Center. Such Center shall 
be responsible for— 

(1) assembling and collecting food and nutri-
tion education materials, including the results 
of nutrition research, training methods, proce-
dures, and other materials related to the pur-
pose of this chapter; 
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(2) maintaining such information and mate-
rials in a library; and 

(3) providing notification about these collec-
tions on a regular basis to the State coopera-
tive extension services, State educational 
agencies, and other interested persons. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

Funds are authorized to be appropriated annu-
ally in such amounts as Congress may deter-
mine necessary to support the purposes of this 
section. The Secretary is authorized to carry 
out this section with existing facilities through 
the use of grants, contracts, or such other 
means as the Secretary deems appropriate and 
to require matching of funds. No funds appro-
priated to support the purposes of this section 
shall be used to purchase additional equipment 
unless specifically authorized by law subsequent 
to September 29, 1977. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1411, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 990; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1412, Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1302.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definition of ‘‘this chapter’’, referred to in sub-
sec. (b)(1), see note set out under section 3102 of this 
title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1412(1)–(3), added 
par. (6). 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1412(4), substituted ‘‘no-
tification about these collections on a regular basis to 
the State cooperative extension services, State edu-
cational agencies, and other interested persons’’ for 
‘‘for the dissemination of such information and mate-
rials on a regular basis to State educational agencies 
and other interested persons’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

§ 3127. Support for Advisory Board 

(a) Appointment of staff 

To assist the Advisory Board in the perform-
ance of its duties, the Secretary may appoint, 
after consultation with the chairperson of the 
Advisory Board— 

(1) a full-time executive director who shall 
perform such duties as the chairperson of the 
Advisory Board may direct and who shall re-
ceive compensation at a rate not to exceed the 
rate payable for GS–18 of the General Schedule 
established in section 5332 of title 5; and 

(2) a professional staff of not more than five 
full-time employees qualified in the food and 
agricultural sciences, of which one shall serve 
as the executive secretary to the Advisory 
Board. 

(b) Additional clerical assistance and staff per-
sonnel 

The Secretary shall provide such additional 
clerical assistance and staff personnel as may be 
required to assist the Advisory Board in carry-
ing out its duties. 

(c) Assistance of outside personnel 

In formulating its recommendations to the 
Secretary, the Advisory Board may obtain the 

assistance of Department of Agriculture em-
ployees, and, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the assistance of employees of other 
Federal departments and agencies conducting 
related programs of agricultural research, ex-
tension, and teaching and of appropriate rep-
resentatives of colleges and universities, includ-
ing State agricultural experiment stations, co-
operative extension services, and other non-Fed-
eral organizations conducting significant pro-
grams in the food and agricultural sciences. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1412, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 991; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1413, Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1302; Pub. L. 101–624, title XVI, 
§ 1605(b)(1), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3713; Pub. L. 
102–237, title IV, § 402(5), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 
1863; Pub. L. 104–127, title VIII, §§ 852(b)(3), 
853(b)(4), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1171, 1172; Pub. L. 
105–185, title VI, § 606(c)(1), June 23, 1998, 112 
Stat. 603.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 105–185, § 606(c)(1)(A), 
substituted ‘‘its duties’’ for ‘‘their duties’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105–185, § 606(c)(1)(B), substituted 
‘‘its recommendations’’ for ‘‘their recommendations’’. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–127, §§ 852(b)(3)(A), 853(b)(4)(A), in 
section catchline, substituted ‘‘Advisory Board’’ for 
‘‘Joint Council, Advisory Board, and Technology 
Board’’. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–127, §§ 852(b)(3)(B)(i), (ii), 
853(b)(4)(B)(i), in introductory provisions, substituted 
‘‘To assist the Advisory Board in’’ for ‘‘To assist the 
Joint Council, the Advisory Board, and the Technology 
Board in’’ and ‘‘with the chairperson of the Advisory 
Board’’ for ‘‘with the cochairpersons of the Joint Coun-
cil and the chairperson of the Advisory Board and the 
Technology Board’’. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104–127, §§ 852(b)(3)(B)(ii), 
853(b)(4)(B)(i), substituted ‘‘the chairperson of the Advi-
sory Board’’ for ‘‘the cochairpersons of the Joint Coun-
cil and the chairperson of the Advisory Board and the 
Technology Board’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 104–127, §§ 852(b)(3)(B)(iii), 
853(b)(4)(B)(ii), substituted ‘‘one shall serve as the exec-
utive secretary to the Advisory Board’’ for ‘‘one shall 
serve as the executive secretary to the Joint Council, 
one shall serve as the executive secretary to the Advi-
sory Board, and one shall serve as the executive sec-
retary to the Technology Board’’. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 104–127, §§ 852(b)(3)(C), 
853(b)(4)(C), substituted ‘‘Advisory Board’’ for ‘‘Joint 
Council, Advisory Board, and Technology Board’’. 

1991—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 102–237 substituted 
‘‘, Advisory Board, and Technology Board’’ for ‘‘and 
Advisory Board’’. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–624, § 1605(b)(1)(A), amended section 
catchline generally. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1605(b)(1)(B), in introduc-
tory provision, substituted ‘‘, the Advisory Board, and 
the Technology Board’’ for ‘‘and the Advisory Board’’ 
and inserted ‘‘and the Technology Board’’ before the 
dash, in par. (1), inserted ‘‘and the Technology Board’’ 
before ‘‘may direct’’, and in par. (2), substituted ‘‘Coun-
cil,’’ for ‘‘Council and’’ and inserted before period at 
end ‘‘, and one shall serve as the executive secretary to 
the Technology Board’’. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1605(b)(1)(C), (D), 
which directed the substitution of ‘‘, the Advisory 
Board, and the Technology Board’’ for ‘‘and the Advi-
sory Board’’, could not be executed because the phrase 
‘‘and the Advisory Board’’ did not appear in text. 

1981—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–98 inserted in provision 
preceding par. (1) provision requiring consultation with 
the cochairpersons of the Joint Council and the chair-
person of the Advisory Board, redesignated former par. 
(2) as (1) and substituted provision that a full-time ex-
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ecutive director perform such duties as the cochair-
persons of the Joint Council and chairperson of the Ad-
visory Board direct for provision that an executive di-
rector perform such duties as the chairman of the Joint 
Council and the chairman of the Advisory Board direct, 
and redesignated former par. (1) as (2) and inserted pro-
vision that one of the full-time staff serve as the execu-
tive secretary to the Joint Council and one serve as ex-
ecutive secretary to the Advisory Board. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 
of Title 5. 

§ 3128. General provisions 

(a) Vacancies in Advisory Board 

Any vacancy in the Advisory Board shall not 
affect its duties under this title and shall be 
filled in the same manner as the original posi-
tion. 

(b) Compensation and expenses of members of 
Advisory Board 

Members of the Advisory Board shall serve 
without compensation, if not otherwise officers 
or employees of the United States, except that 
they shall, while away from their homes or reg-
ular places of business in the performance of 
services under this chapter, be allowed travel 
expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, in the same manner as persons employed 
intermittently in the Government service are 
allowed expenses under sections 5701 through 
5707 of title 5. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated annu-
ally such sums as Congress may determine nec-
essary to carry out the provisions of section 3127 
of this title and subsection (b) of this section. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1413, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 991; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1414(a), Dec. 
22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1303; Pub. L. 101–624, title XVI, 
§ 1605(b)(2), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3713; Pub. L. 
103–354, title II, § 218(e)(7), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 
3213; Pub. L. 104–127, title VIII, §§ 852(b)(4), 
853(b)(5), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1171, 1172; Pub. L. 
105–185, title VI, § 606(b), (c)(2), June 23, 1998, 112 
Stat. 603, 604.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definition of ‘‘this chapter’’, referred to in sub-
sec. (b), see note set out under section 3102 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–185, § 606(c)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘its duties’’ for ‘‘their powers’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–185, § 606(b), substituted ‘‘Ad-
visory Board’’ for ‘‘Joint Council, the Advisory 
Board,’’. 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–127, §§ 852(b)(4)(A), 
853(b)(5)(A), substituted ‘‘the Advisory Board’’ for ‘‘the 
Joint Council, the Advisory Board, or the Technology 
Board’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–127, § 853(b)(5)(B), struck out 
‘‘and the Technology Board’’ before ‘‘shall serve with-
out’’. 

Pub. L. 104–127, § 852(b)(4)(B), which directed substi-
tution of ‘‘Advisory Board’’ for ‘‘Joint Council, Advi-
sory Board,’’ could not be executed because those words 
did not appear in text. 

1994—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103–354 struck out subsec. 
(d) which read as follows: ‘‘The President shall appoint, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, an 
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture who shall perform 
such duties as are necessary to carry out this chapter 
and who shall receive compensation at the rate now or 
hereafter prescribed by law for Assistant Secretaries of 
Agriculture.’’ 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1605(b)(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘, the Advisory Board, or the Technology 
Board’’ for ‘‘or the Advisory Board’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1605(b)(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘, the Advisory Board, and the Technology Board’’ for 
‘‘and Advisory Board’’. 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1605(b)(2)(C), redes-
ignated subsec. (e) as (d) and struck out former subsec. 
(d) which read as follows: ‘‘The Subcommittee on Food, 
Agricultural, and Forestry Research, the Joint Council, 
and the Advisory Board shall improve communication 
and interaction among themselves and with others in 
the agricultural science and education system through 
such mechanisms as the exchange of reports, joint 
meetings, and the use of liaison representatives.’’ 

1981—Subsecs. (c) to (e). Pub. L. 97–98 added subsecs. 
(c) to (e). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

§ 3129. Accountability 

(a) Review of information technology systems 

The Secretary shall conduct a comprehensive 
review of state-of-the-art information tech-
nology systems that are available for use in de-
veloping the system required by subsection (b) 
of this section. 

(b) Monitoring and evaluation system 

The Secretary shall develop and carry out a 
system to monitor and evaluate agricultural re-
search and extension activities conducted or 
supported by the Department of Agriculture 
that will enable the Secretary to measure the 
impact and effectiveness of research, extension, 
and education programs according to priorities, 
goals, and mandates established by law. In de-
veloping the system, the Secretary shall incor-
porate information transfer technologies to op-
timize public access to research information. 

(c) Consistency with other requirements 

The Secretary shall develop and implement 
the system in a manner consistent with the Gov-
ernment Performance and Results Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–62; 107 Stat. 285) and amend-
ments made by the Act. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1413A, as added Pub. 
L. 104–127, title VIII, § 804, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1160.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Government Performance and Results Act of 
1993, referred to in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 103–62, Aug. 3, 
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1993, 107 Stat. 285, which enacted section 306 of Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees, sections 1115 
to 1119, 9703, and 9704 of Title 31, Money and Finance, 
and sections 2801 to 2805 of Title 39, Postal Service, 
amended section 1105 of Title 31, and enacted provisions 
set out as notes under sections 1101 and 1115 of Title 31. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title of 1993 Amendment note set out under sec-
tion 1101 of Title 31 and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3129, Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1413A, 
as added Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 255(a), June 30, 1980, 
94 Stat. 707, provided for biomass energy educational 
and technical assistance programs, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 101–624, title XVI, § 1601(f)(1)(C), Nov. 28, 1990, 
104 Stat. 3704. 

§ 3129a. Federal Advisory Committee Act exemp-
tion for competitive research, extension, and 
education programs 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. 
App.) and title XVIII of this Act [7 U.S.C. 2281 et 
seq.] shall not apply to any committee, board, 
commission, panel, or task force, or similar en-
tity, created solely for the purpose of reviewing 
applications or proposals requesting funding 
under any competitive research, extension, or 
education program carried out by the Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1413B, as added Pub. 
L. 104–127, title VIII, § 804, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1160.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
text, is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, as 
amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

Title XVIII of this Act, referred to in text, is title 
XVIII of the Food and Agriculture Act of 1977, Pub. L. 
95–113, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 1041, as amended, which is 
classified generally to chapter 55A (§ 2281 et seq.) of this 
title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title of 1977 Amendment note set out 
under section 1281 of this title and Tables. 

§ 3130. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–127, title VIII, § 858, 
Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1173 

Section, Pub. L. 101–624, title XIV, § 1456, Nov. 28, 1990, 
104 Stat. 3614, related to composting research and ex-
tension program. 

SUBCHAPTER III—AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH AND EDUCATION GRANTS AND 
FELLOWSHIPS 

§ 3151. Grants to enhance research capacity in 
schools of veterinary medicine 

(a) Competitive grant program 

The Secretary shall conduct a program of 
competitive grants to States for the purpose of 
meeting the costs of renovation, improving com-
pliance with Federal regulations, employing fac-
ulty, acquiring equipment, and taking other ac-
tion related to the improvement of schools of 
veterinary medicine to ensure agricultural com-
petitiveness on a worldwide basis. This grant 
program shall be based on a matching formula 
of 50 per centum Federal and 50 per centum 
State funding. 

(b) Preference 

Except with respect to the States of Alaska 
and Hawaii, the Secretary shall give preference 

in awarding grants to States which file, with 
their application for funds under this section, 
assurances satisfactory to the Secretary that— 

(1) the State has established a veterinary 
medical training program with one or more 
States without colleges of veterinary medicine 
which consists of appropriate cooperative 
agreements providing for a sharing of curricu-
lum and costs by the individual States; 

(2) the clinical training of the school to be 
improved shall emphasize care and preventive 
medical programs for food animals and com-
panion animals (including horses) which sup-
port industries of major economic importance; 
and 

(3) the Secretary may set aside a portion of 
funds appropriated for the award of grants 
under this section and make such amounts 
available only for grants to eligible colleges 
and universities that the Secretary deter-
mines have unique capabilities for achieving 
the objective of full participation of minority 
groups in research in the Nation’s schools of 
veterinary medicine. 

Notwithstanding clause (1) of this subsection, no 
State which the Secretary determines has made 
a reasonable effort to establish appropriate co-
operative agreements shall be denied a grant or 
otherwise prejudiced because of its failure to es-
tablish such cooperative agreements. 

(c) Apportionment and distribution of funds 

Funds appropriated to carry out this section 
for any fiscal year shall be apportioned and dis-
tributed as follows: 

(1) Five per centum shall be retained by the 
Department of Agriculture for administration, 
program assistance to eligible States, and pro-
gram coordination. 

(2) The remainder shall be apportioned and 
distributed by the Secretary to those States 
which have applied for funds under this sec-
tion on such basis as the Secretary may deem 
appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1415, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 993; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1417, Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1305; Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, 
§ 1410, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1547; Pub. L. 101–624, 
title XVI, § 1607(a), (b), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 
3716.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–624, § 1607(b)(1), amended section 
catchline generally. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1607(b)(1), inserted head-
ing. 

Pub. L. 101–624, § 1607(a)(1), amended first sentence 
generally. Prior to amendment, first sentence read as 
follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall conduct a program of 
grants to States for the purpose of meeting the costs of 
construction, employing faculty, acquiring equipment, 
and taking other action relating to the initial estab-
lishment and initial operation of schools of veterinary 
medicine, or the expansion of existing schools of veteri-
nary medicine, as determned [sic] by the Secretary by 
regulations.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1607(b)(2), inserted head-
ing. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1607(a)(2), struck out 
‘‘, or has made a reasonable effort to establish,’’ after 
‘‘established’’, and ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘States;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1607(a)(3), amended 
par. (2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as 
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