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ward the charges, together with the investiga-
tion and allied papers, to the officer exercising 
general court-martial jurisdiction. If that is not 
practicable, he shall report in writing to that of-
ficer the reasons for delay. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 49.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

833 .......... 50:604. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 33), 64 Stat. 119. 

§ 834. Art. 34. Advice of staff judge advocate and 
reference for trial 

(a) Before directing the trial of any charge by 
general court-martial, the convening authority 
shall refer it to his staff judge advocate for con-
sideration and advice. The convening authority 
may not refer a specification under a charge to 
a general court-martial for trial unless he has 
been advised in writing by the staff judge advo-
cate that— 

(1) the specification alleges an offense under 
this chapter; 

(2) the specification is warranted by the evi-
dence indicated in the report of investigation 
under section 832 of this title (article 32) (if 
there is such a report); and 

(3) a court-martial would have jurisdiction 
over the accused and the offense. 

(b) The advice of the staff judge advocate 
under subsection (a) with respect to a specifica-
tion under a charge shall include a written and 
signed statement by the staff judge advocate— 

(1) expressing his conclusions with respect to 
each matter set forth in subsection (a); and 

(2) recommending action that the convening 
authority take regarding the specification. 

If the specification is referred for trial, the rec-
ommendation of the staff judge advocate shall 
accompany the specification. 

(c) If the charges or specifications are not for-
mally correct or do not conform to the sub-
stance of the evidence contained in the report of 
the investigating officer, formal corrections, 
and such changes in the charges and specifica-
tions as are needed to make them conform to 
the evidence, may be made. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 49; Pub. L. 
98–209, § 4, Dec. 6, 1983, 97 Stat. 1395.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

834(a) ......
834(b) ......

50:605(a). 
50:605(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 34), 64 Stat. 119. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for 
the word ‘‘shall’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–209, § 4(a), substituted 
‘‘judge advocate’’ for ‘‘judge advocate or legal officer’’, 
and provisions that the convening authority may not 
refer a specification under a charge to a general court- 
martial for trial unless he has been advised in writing 
by the staff judge advocate that the specification al-
leges an offense under this chapter, the specification is 
warranted by the evidence indicated in the report of in-

vestigation under section 832 of this title (article 32) (if 
there is such a report), and a court-martial would have 
jurisdiction over the accused and the offense, for provi-
sion that the convening authority could not refer a 
charge to a general court-martial for trial unless he 
found that the charge alleged an offense under this 
chapter and was warranted by evidence indicated in the 
report of investigation. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 98–209, § 4(b), added subsec. 
(b) and redesignated former subsec. (b) as (c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–209 effective first day of 
eighth calendar month beginning after Dec. 6, 1983, but 
not to apply to any case in which charges were referred 
to trial before that date, and proceedings in any such 
case to be held in the same manner and with the same 
effect as if such amendments had not been enacted, see 
section 12(a)(1), (3) of Pub. L. 98–209, set out as a note 
under section 801 of this title. 

§ 835. Art. 35. Service of charges 

The trial counsel to whom court-martial 
charges are referred for trial shall cause to be 
served upon the accused a copy of the charges 
upon which trial is to be had. In time of peace 
no person may, against his objection, be brought 
to trial, or be required to participate by himself 
or counsel in a session called by the military 
judge under section 839(a) of this title (article 
39(a)), in a general court-martial case within a 
period of five days after the service of charges 
upon him, or in a special court-martial case 
within a period of three days after the service of 
charges upon him. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 49; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(12), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1337.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

835 .......... 50:606. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 35), 64 Stat. 119. 

The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘shall’’. 
The word ‘‘after’’ is substituted for the words ‘‘subse-
quent to’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–632 inserted reference to a session 
called by the military judge under section 839(a) of this 
title (article 39(a)). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—TRIAL PROCEDURE 

Sec. Art. 

836. 36. President may prescribe rules. 
837. 37. Unlawfully influencing action of court. 
838. 38. Duties of trial counsel and defense coun-

sel. 
839. 39. Sessions. 
840. 40. Continuances. 
841. 41. Challenges. 
842. 42. Oaths. 
843. 43. Statute of limitations. 
844. 44. Former jeopardy. 
845. 45. Pleas of the accused. 
846. 46. Opportunity to obtain witnesses and 

other evidence. 
847. 47. Refusal to appear or testify. 
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Sec. Art. 

848. 48. Contempts. 
849. 49. Depositions. 
850. 50. Admissibility of records of courts of in-

quiry. 
850a. 50a. Defense of lack of mental responsibility. 
851. 51. Voting and rulings. 
852. 52. Number of votes required. 
853. 53. Court to announce action. 
854. 54. Record of trial. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title VIII, § 802(a)(2), Nov. 
14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3906, added item 850a. 

§ 836. Art. 36. President may prescribe rules 

(a) Pretrial, trial, and post-trial procedures, 
including modes of proof, for cases arising under 
this chapter triable in courts-martial, military 
commissions and other military tribunals, and 
procedures for courts of inquiry, may be pre-
scribed by the President by regulations which 
shall, so far as he considers practicable, apply 
the principles of law and the rules of evidence 
generally recognized in the trial of criminal 
cases in the United States district courts, but 
which may not, except as provided in chapter 
47A of this title, be contrary to or inconsistent 
with this chapter. 

(b) All rules and regulations made under this 
article shall be uniform insofar as practicable, 
except insofar as applicable to military commis-
sions established under chapter 47A of this title. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 50; Pub. L. 
96–107, title VIII, § 801(b), Nov. 9, 1979, 93 Stat. 
811; Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title XIII, § 1301(4), 
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1668; Pub. L. 109–366, 
§ 4(a)(3), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2631.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

836(a) ......
836(b) ......

50:611(a). 
50:611(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 36), 64 Stat. 120. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘considers’’ is substituted 
for the word ‘‘deems’’. The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted 
for the word ‘‘shall’’. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘under’’ is substituted for 
the words ‘‘in pursuance of’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–366, § 4(a)(3)(A), inserted 
‘‘, except as provided in chapter 47A of this title,’’ after 
‘‘but which may not’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–366, § 4(a)(3)(B), inserted be-
fore period at end ‘‘, except insofar as applicable to 
military commissions established under chapter 47A of 
this title’’. 

1990—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–510 struck out ‘‘and 
shall be reported to Congress’’ after ‘‘as practicable’’. 

1979—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–107 substituted provi-
sions authorizing pretrial, trial, and post-trial proce-
dures for cases under this chapter triable in courts- 
martial, military commissions and other military tri-
bunals, for provisions authorizing procedure in cases 
before courts-martial, military commissions, and other 
military tribunals. 

§ 837. Art. 37. Unlawfully influencing action of 
court 

(a) No authority convening a general, special, 
or summary court-martial, nor any other com-
manding officer, may censure, reprimand, or ad-

monish the court or any member, military 
judge, or counsel thereof, with respect to the 
findings or sentence adjudged by the court, or 
with respect to any other exercise of its or his 
functions in the conduct of the proceeding. No 
person subject to this chapter may attempt to 
coerce or, by any unauthorized means, influence 
the action of a court-martial or any other mili-
tary tribunal or any member thereof, in reach-
ing the findings or sentence in any case, or the 
action of any convening, approving, or reviewing 
authority with respect to his judicial acts. The 
foregoing provisions of the subsection shall not 
apply with respect to (1) general instructional or 
informational courses in military justice if such 
courses are designed solely for the purpose of in-
structing members of a command in the sub-
stantive and procedural aspects of courts-mar-
tial, or (2) to statements and instructions given 
in open court by the military judge, president of 
a special court-martial, or counsel. 

(b) In the preparation of an effectiveness, fit-
ness, or efficiency report, or any other report or 
document used in whole or in part for the pur-
pose of determining whether a member of the 
armed forces is qualified to be advanced, in 
grade, or in determining the assignment or 
transfer of a member of the armed forces or in 
determining whether a member of the armed 
forces should be retained on active duty, no per-
son subject to this chapter may, in preparing 
any such report (1) consider or evaluate the per-
formance of duty of any such member as a mem-
ber of a court-martial, or (2) give a less favor-
able rating or evaluation of any member of the 
armed forces because of the zeal with which 
such member, as counsel, represented any ac-
cused before a court-martial. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 50; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(13), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1338.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

837 .......... 50:612. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 37), 64 Stat. 120. 

The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘shall’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–632 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), substituted ‘‘military judge’’ for ‘‘law offi-
cer’’, inserted provisions specifically exempting in-
structional or general informational lectures on mili-
tary justice and statements and instructions given in 
open court by the military judge, president of a special 
court-martial, or counsel from prohibitions of subsec. 
(a), and added subsec. (b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

§ 838. Art. 38. Duties of trial counsel and defense 
counsel 

(a) The trial counsel of a general or special 
court-martial shall prosecute in the name of the 
United States, and shall, under the direction of 
the court, prepare the record of the proceedings. 

(b)(1) The accused has the right to be rep-
resented in his defense before a general or spe-
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cial court-martial or at an investigation under 
section 832 of this title (article 32) as provided in 
this subsection. 

(2) The accused may be represented by civilian 
counsel if provided by him. 

(3) The accused may be represented— 
(A) by military counsel detailed under sec-

tion 827 of this title (article 27); or 
(B) by military counsel of his own selection 

if that counsel is reasonably available (as de-
termined under regulations prescribed under 
paragraph (7)). 

(4) If the accused is represented by civilian 
counsel, military counsel detailed or selected 
under paragraph (3) shall act as associate coun-
sel unless excused at the request of the accused. 

(5) Except as provided under paragraph (6), if 
the accused is represented by military counsel 
of his own selection under paragraph (3)(B), any 
military counsel detailed under paragraph (3)(A) 
shall be excused. 

(6) The accused is not entitled to be rep-
resented by more than one military counsel. 
However, the person authorized under regula-
tions prescribed under section 827 of this title 
(article 27) to detail counsel, in his sole discre-
tion— 

(A) may detail additional military counsel 
as assistant defense counsel; and 

(B) if the accused is represented by military 
counsel of his own selection under paragraph 
(3)(B), may approve a request from the accused 
that military counsel detailed under para-
graph (3)(A) act as associate defense counsel. 

(7) The Secretary concerned shall, by regula-
tion, define ‘‘reasonably available’’ for the pur-
pose of paragraph (3)(B) and establish procedures 
for determining whether the military counsel 
selected by an accused under that paragraph is 
reasonably available. Such regulations may not 
prescribe any limitation based on the reasonable 
availability of counsel solely on the grounds 
that the counsel selected by the accused is from 
an armed force other than the armed force of 
which the accused is a member. To the maxi-
mum extent practicable, such regulations shall 
establish uniform policies among the armed 
forces while recognizing the differences in the 
circumstances and needs of the various armed 
forces. The Secretary concerned shall submit 
copies of regulations prescribed under this para-
graph to the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate and the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives. 

(c) In any court-martial proceeding resulting 
in a conviction, the defense counsel— 

(1) may forward for attachment to the record 
of proceedings a brief of such matters as he de-
termines should be considered in behalf of the 
accused on review (including any objection to 
the contents of the record which he considers 
appropriate); 

(2) may assist the accused in the submission 
of any matter under section 860 of this title 
(article 60); and 

(3) may take other action authorized by this 
chapter. 

(d) An assistant trial counsel of a general 
court-martial may, under the direction of the 
trial counsel or when he is qualified to be a trial 

counsel as required by section 827 of this title 
(article 27), perform any duty imposed by law, 
regulation, or the custom of the service upon 
the trial counsel of the court. An assistant trial 
counsel of a special court-martial may perform 
any duty of the trial counsel. 

(e) An assistant defense counsel of a general or 
special court-martial may, under the direction 
of the defense counsel or when he is qualified to 
be the defense counsel as required by section 827 
of this title (article 27), perform any duty im-
posed by law, regulation, or the custom of the 
service upon counsel for the accused. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 50; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(14), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1338; Pub. L. 
97–81, § 4(b), Nov. 20, 1981, 95 Stat. 1088; Pub. L. 
98–209, § 3(e), Dec. 6, 1983, 97 Stat. 1394; Pub. L. 
104–106, div. A, title XV, § 1502(a)(1), Feb. 10, 1996, 
110 Stat. 502; Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title X, 
§ 1067(1), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 774.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

838(a) ......
838(b) ......
838(c) ......

50:613(a). 
50:613(b). 
50:613(c). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 38), 64 Stat. 120. 

838(d) ...... 50:613(d). 
838(e) ...... 50:613(e). 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘has’’ is substituted for 
the words ‘‘shall have’’. The word ‘‘under’’ is sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘pursuant to’’. The word ‘‘duly’’ 
is omitted as surplusage. The words ‘‘detailed’’ and 
‘‘who were detailed’’ are substituted for the word ‘‘ap-
pointed’’, since the filling of the position involved is 
not appointment to an office in the constitutional 
sense. 

In subsection (c), the word ‘‘considers’’ is substituted 
for the words ‘‘may deem’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 106–65 substituted ‘‘and 
the Committee on Armed Services’’ for ‘‘and the Com-
mittee on National Security’’. 

1996—Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 104–106 substituted ‘‘Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on National Security of the House of Represent-
atives’’ for ‘‘Committees on Armed Services of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives’’. 

1983—Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 98–209, § 3(e)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘the person authorized under regulations pre-
scribed under section 827 of this title (article 27) to de-
tail counsel’’ for ‘‘a convening authority’’. 

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 98–209, § 3(e)(2), inserted provi-
sion that such regulations may not prescribe any limi-
tation based on the reasonable availability of counsel 
solely on the grounds that the counsel selected by the 
accused is from an armed force other than the armed 
force of which the accused is a member. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98–209, § 3(e)(3), designated exist-
ing provisions as par. (1), made minor changes in 
phraseology and punctuation, and added pars. (2) and 
(3). 

1981—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–81 revised subsec. (b) by 
dividing its provisions into seven numbered paragraphs 
and inserted provisions relating to the right to counsel 
at an investigation under section 832 of this title (arti-
cle 32), authorizing the promulgation of regulations re-
lating to the ‘‘reasonable availability’’ of military 
counsel, and authorizing the detailing of additional 
military counsel for the accused under specified cir-
cumstances. 

1968—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90–632 substituted ‘‘military 
judge or by the president of a court-martial without a 
military judge’’ for ‘‘president of the court’’. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–209 effective first day of 
eighth calendar month after Dec. 6, 1983, but not to af-
fect the designation or detail of a military judge or 
military counsel to a court-martial before that date, 
see section 12(a)(1), (2) of Pub. L. 98–209, set out as a 
note under section 801 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–81 to take effect at end of 
60-day period beginning on Nov. 20, 1981, and to apply to 
trials by courts-martial in which all charges are re-
ferred to trial on or after that date, see section 7(a) and 
(b)(4) of Pub. L. 97–81, set out as an Effective Date note 
under section 706 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective on first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

§ 839. Art. 39. Sessions 

(a) At any time after the service of charges 
which have been referred for trial to a court- 
martial composed of a military judge and mem-
bers, the military judge may, subject to section 
835 of this title (article 35), call the court into 
session without the presence of the members for 
the purpose of— 

(1) hearing and determining motions raising 
defenses or objections which are capable of de-
termination without trial of the issues raised 
by a plea of not guilty; 

(2) hearing and ruling upon any matter 
which may be ruled upon by the military 
judge under this chapter, whether or not the 
matter is appropriate for later consideration 
or decision by the members of the court; 

(3) if permitted by regulations of the Sec-
retary concerned, holding the arraignment 
and receiving the pleas of the accused; and 

(4) performing any other procedural function 
which may be performed by the military judge 
under this chapter or under rules prescribed 
pursuant to section 836 of this title (article 36) 
and which does not require the presence of the 
members of the court. 

(b) Proceedings under subsection (a) shall be 
conducted in the presence of the accused, the de-
fense counsel, and the trial counsel and shall be 
made a part of the record. These proceedings 
may be conducted notwithstanding the number 
of members of the court and without regard to 
section 829 of this title (article 29). If authorized 
by regulations of the Secretary concerned, and 
if at least one defense counsel is physically in 
the presence of the accused, the presence re-
quired by this subsection may otherwise be es-
tablished by audiovisual technology (such as 
videoteleconferencing technology). 

(c) When the members of a court-martial de-
liberate or vote, only the members may be 
present. All other proceedings, including any 
other consultation of the members of the court 
with counsel or the military judge, shall be 
made a part of the record and shall be in the 
presence of the accused, the defense counsel, the 
trial counsel, and, in cases in which a military 
judge has been detailed to the court, the mili-
tary judge. 

(d) The findings, holdings, interpretations, and 
other precedents of military commissions under 
chapter 47A of this title— 

(1) may not be introduced or considered in 
any hearing, trial, or other proceeding of a 
court-martial under this chapter; and 

(2) may not form the basis of any holding, 
decision, or other determination of a court- 
martial. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 51; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(15), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1338; Pub. L. 
101–510, div. A, title V, § 541(a), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1565; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title V, § 556, 
Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3266; Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, 
title XVIII, § 1803(a)(2), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 
2612.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

839 .......... 50:614. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 39), 64 Stat. 121. 

The word ‘‘When’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘When-
ever’’. The words ‘‘deliberates or votes’’ are substituted 
for the words ‘‘is to deliberate or vote’’. The word 
‘‘may’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘shall’’. The word 
‘‘shall’’ is inserted before the words ‘‘be in the pres-
ence’’ for clarity. 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 111–84 added subsec. (d). 
2006—Pub. L. 109–163 redesignated concluding provi-

sions of subsec. (a) as subsec. (b), substituted ‘‘Proceed-
ings under subsection (a) shall be conducted’’ for 
‘‘These proceedings shall be conducted’’, inserted at 
end ‘‘If authorized by regulations of the Secretary con-
cerned, and if at least one defense counsel is physically 
in the presence of the accused, the presence required by 
this subsection may otherwise be established by audio-
visual technology (such as videoteleconferencing tech-
nology).’’, and redesignated former subsec. (b) as (c). 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–510 inserted at end 
‘‘These proceedings may be conducted notwithstanding 
the number of members of the court and without regard 
to section 829 of this title (article 29).’’ 

1968—Pub. L. 90–632 added subsec. (a), designated ex-
isting provisions as subsec. (b), substituted ‘‘military 
judge’’ for ‘‘law officer’’, and struck out provisions au-
thorizing the court after voting on the findings in a 
general court-martial to request the law officer and the 
reporter to appear before the court to put the findings 
in proper form. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Section 541(e) of Pub. L. 101–510 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by subsections (a) through (d) 
[amending this section and section 841 of this title] 
shall apply only to a court-martial convened on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 5, 
1990].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

§ 840. Art. 40. Continuances 

The military judge or a court-martial without 
a military judge may, for reasonable cause, 
grant a continuance to any party for such time, 
and as often, as may appear to be just. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 51; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(16), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1339.) 
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

840 .......... 50:615. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 40), 64 Stat. 121. 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–632 inserted reference to military 
judge. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

§ 841. Art. 41. Challenges 

(a)(1) The military judge and members of a 
general or special court-martial may be chal-
lenged by the accused or the trial counsel for 
cause stated to the court. The military judge, 
or, if none, the court, shall determine the rel-
evancy and validity of challenges for cause, and 
may not receive a challenge to more than one 
person at a time. Challenges by the trial counsel 
shall ordinarily be presented and decided before 
those by the accused are offered. 

(2) If exercise of a challenge for cause reduces 
the court below the minimum number of mem-
bers required by section 816 of this title (article 
16), all parties shall (notwithstanding section 829 
of this title (article 29)) either exercise or waive 
any challenge for cause then apparent against 
the remaining members of the court before addi-
tional members are detailed to the court. How-
ever, peremptory challenges shall not be exer-
cised at that time. 

(b)(1) Each accused and the trial counsel are 
entitled initially to one peremptory challenge of 
members of the court. The military judge may 
not be challenged except for cause. 

(2) If exercise of a peremptory challenge re-
duces the court below the minimum number of 
members required by section 816 of this title (ar-
ticle 16), the parties shall (notwithstanding sec-
tion 829 of this title (article 29)) either exercise 
or waive any remaining peremptory challenge 
(not previously waived) against the remaining 
members of the court before additional members 
are detailed to the court. 

(c) Whenever additional members are detailed 
to the court, and after any challenges for cause 
against such additional members are presented 
and decided, each accused and the trial counsel 
are entitled to one peremptory challenge 
against members not previously subject to pe-
remptory challenge. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 51; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(17), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1339; Pub. L. 
101–510, div. A, title V, § 541(b)–(d), Nov. 5, 1990, 
104 Stat. 1565; Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title X, 
§ 1075(b)(13), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4369.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

841(a) ......
841(b) ......

50:616(a). 
50:616(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 41), 64 Stat. 121. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for 
the word ‘‘shall’’ before the words ‘‘not receive’’. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘the’’ is inserted before 
the word ‘‘trial’’. The word ‘‘is’’ is substituted for the 
words ‘‘shall be’’. The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for 
the word ‘‘shall’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 111–383 substituted ‘‘trial 
counsel’’ for ‘‘trail counsel’’. 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–510, § 541(b), designated 
existing provision as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–510, § 541(c), amended subsec. 
(b) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as 
follows: ‘‘Each accused and the trial counsel is entitled 
to one peremptory challenge, but the military judge 
may not be challenged except for cause.’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 101–510, § 541(d), added subsec. (c). 
1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–632, § 2(17)(A), (B), in-

serted reference to the military judge and struck out 
references to the law officer of a general court-martial. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90–632, § 2(17)(C), substituted 
‘‘military judge’’ for ‘‘law officer’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–510 applicable only to 
court-martial convened on or after Nov. 5, 1990, see sec-
tion 541(e) of Pub. L. 101–510, set out as a note under 
section 839 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

§ 842. Art. 42. Oaths 

(a) Before performing their respective duties, 
military judges, members of general and special 
courts-martial, trial counsel, assistant trial 
counsel, defense counsel, assistant or associate 
defense counsel, reporters, and interpreters shall 
take an oath to perform their duties faithfully. 
The form of the oath, the time and place of the 
taking thereof, the manner of recording the 
same, and whether the oath shall be taken for 
all cases in which these duties are to be per-
formed or for a particular case, shall be as pre-
scribed in regulations of the Secretary con-
cerned. These regulations may provide that an 
oath to perform faithfully duties as a military 
judge, trial counsel, assistant trial counsel, de-
fense counsel, or assistant or associate defense 
counsel may be taken at any time by any judge 
advocate or other person certified to be qualified 
or competent for the duty, and if such an oath 
is taken it need not again be taken at the time 
the judge advocate or other person is detailed to 
that duty. 

(b) Each witness before a court-martial shall 
be examined on oath. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 51; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(18), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1339; Pub. L. 
98–209, §§ 2(e), 3(f), Dec. 6, 1983, 97 Stat. 1393, 1395.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

842(a) ......
842(b) ......

50:617(a). 
50:617(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 42), 64 Stat. 121. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘all’’ and the word ‘‘the’’ 
before the words ‘‘members’’, ‘‘trial’’, ‘‘defense’’, and 
‘‘reporter’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

In subsections (a) and (b), the words ‘‘or affirmation’’ 
are omitted as covered by the definition of the word 
‘‘oath’’ in section 1 of Title 1. 



Page 430 TITLE 10—ARMED FORCES § 843 

1 So in original. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘Each witness’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘All witnesses’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–209 struck out ‘‘, law spe-
cialist,’’ after ‘‘judge advocate’’ in two places, sub-
stituted ‘‘assistant or associate defense counsel’’ for 
‘‘assistant defense counsel’’. 

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–632 struck out require-
ment that the oath given to court-martial personnel be 
taken in the presence of the accused and provided that 
the form of the oath, the time and place of its taking, 
the manner of recording thereof, and whether the oath 
shall be taken for all cases or for a particular case shall 
be as prescribed by regulations of the Secretary con-
cerned and contemplated secretarial regulations allow-
ing the administration of an oath to certified legal per-
sonnel on a one-time basis. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–209 effective first day of 
eighth calendar month beginning after Dec. 6, 1983, see 
section 12(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98–209, set out as a note under 
section 801 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

§ 843. Art. 43. Statute of limitations 

(a) A person charged with absence without 
leave or missing movement in time of war, with 
murder, rape, or rape of a child, or with any 
other offense punishable by death, may be tried 
and punished at any time without limitation. 

(b)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion (article), a person charged with an offense 
is not liable to be tried by court-martial if the 
offense was committed more than five years be-
fore the receipt of sworn charges and specifica-
tions by an officer exercising summary court- 
martial jurisdiction over the command. 

(2)(A) A person charged with having commit-
ted a child abuse offense against a child is liable 
to be tried by court-martial if the sworn charges 
and specifications are received during the life of 
the child or within five years after the date on 
which the offense was committed, whichever 
provides a longer period, by an officer exercising 
summary court-martial jurisdiction with re-
spect to that person. 

(B) In subparagraph (A), the term ‘‘child abuse 
offense’’ means an act that involves abuse of a 
person who has not attained the age of 16 years 
and constitutes any of the following offenses: 

(i) Any offense in violation of section 920, 
920a, 920b, or 920c of this title (article 120, 120a, 
120b, or 120c). 

(ii) Maiming in violation of section 924 of 
this title (article 124). 

(iii) Sodomy in violation of section 925 of 
this title (article 125). 

(iv) Aggravated assault or assault con-
summated by a battery in violation of section 
928 of this title (article 128). 

(v) Kidnaping,,1 assault with intent to com-
mit murder, voluntary manslaughter, rape, or 
sodomy, or indecent acts in violation of sec-
tion 934 of this title (article 134). 

(C) In subparagraph (A), the term ‘‘child abuse 
offense’’ includes an act that involves abuse of a 

person who has not attained the age of 18 years 
and would constitute an offense under chapter 
110 or 117 of title 18 or under section 1591 of that 
title. 

(3) A person charged with an offense is not lia-
ble to be punished under section 815 of this title 
(article 15) if the offense was committed more 
than two years before the imposition of punish-
ment. 

(c) Periods in which the accused is absent 
without authority or fleeing from justice shall 
be excluded in computing the period of limita-
tion prescribed in this section (article). 

(d) Periods in which the accused was absent 
from territory in which the United States has 
the authority to apprehend him, or in the cus-
tody of civil authorities, or in the hands of the 
enemy, shall be excluded in computing the pe-
riod of limitation prescribed in this article. 

(e) For an offense the trial of which in time of 
war is certified to the President by the Sec-
retary concerned to be detrimental to the pros-
ecution of the war or inimical to the national 
security, the period of limitation prescribed in 
this article is extended to six months after the 
termination of hostilities as proclaimed by the 
President or by a joint resolution of Congress. 

(f) When the United States is at war, the run-
ning of any statute of limitations applicable to 
any offense under this chapter— 

(1) involving fraud or attempted fraud 
against the United States or any agency there-
of in any manner, whether by conspiracy or 
not; 

(2) committed in connection with the acqui-
sition, care, handling, custody, control, or dis-
position of any real or personal property of the 
United States; or 

(3) committed in connection with the nego-
tiation, procurement, award, performance, 
payment, interim financing, cancellation, or 
other termination or settlement, of any con-
tract, subcontract, or purchase order which is 
connected with or related to the prosecution 
of the war, or with any disposition of termi-
nation inventory by any war contractor or 
Government agency; 

is suspended until three years after the termi-
nation of hostilities as proclaimed by the Presi-
dent or by a joint resolution of Congress. 

(g)(1) If charges or specifications are dismissed 
as defective or insufficient for any cause and the 
period prescribed by the applicable statute of 
limitations— 

(A) has expired; or 
(B) will expire within 180 days after the date 

of dismissal of the charges and specifications, 

trial and punishment under new charges and 
specifications are not barred by the statute of 
limitations if the conditions specified in para-
graph (2) are met. 

(2) The conditions referred to in paragraph (1) 
are that the new charges and specifications 
must— 

(A) be received by an officer exercising sum-
mary court-martial jurisdiction over the com-
mand within 180 days after the dismissal of the 
charges or specifications; and 

(B) allege the same acts or omissions that 
were alleged in the dismissed charges or speci-
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fications (or allege acts or omissions that were 
included in the dismissed charges or specifica-
tions). 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 51; Pub. L. 
99–661, div. A, title VIII, § 805(a), (b), Nov. 14, 
1986, 100 Stat. 3908; Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title 
V, § 551, Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1481; Pub. L. 
109–163, div. A, title V, §§ 552(e), 553, Jan. 6, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3263, 3264; Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title 
X, § 1071(a)(4), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2398; Pub. L. 
111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(b)(14), Jan. 7, 2011, 
124 Stat. 4369; Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title V, 
§ 541(d)(1), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1410.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

843(a) ......
843(b) ......

50:618(a). 
50:618(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 43), 64 Stat. 121. 

843(c) ...... 50:618(c). 
843(d) ...... 50:618(d). 
843(e) ...... 50:618(e). 
843(f) ....... 50:618(f). 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘inclusive’’ is omitted as 
surplusage. 

In subsections (b) and (c), the words ‘‘is not’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘shall not be’’. 

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘For an’’ are substituted 
for the words ‘‘In the case of any’’. The word ‘‘is’’ is 
substituted for the words ‘‘shall be’’. The words ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘Sec-
retary of the Department’’. 

In subsection (f), the word ‘‘is’’ is substituted for the 
words ‘‘shall be’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (b)(2)(B)(i). Pub. L. 112–81, § 541(d)(1)(A), 
substituted ‘‘section 920, 920a, 920b, or 920c of this title 
(article 120, 120a, 120b, or 120c)’’ for ‘‘section 920 of this 
title (article 120)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B)(v). Pub. L. 112–81, § 541(d)(1)(B), 
struck out ‘‘indecent assault’’ after ‘‘Kidnaping,’’ and 
‘‘or liberties with a child’’ after ‘‘indecent acts’’. 

Pub. L. 111–383 substituted ‘‘Kidnaping, indecent as-
sault,’’ for ‘‘Kidnaping; indecent assault;’’. 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–163, § 553(a), substituted 
‘‘with murder or rape, or with any other offense punish-
able by death’’ for ‘‘or with any offense punishable by 
death’’. 

Pub. L. 109–163, § 552(e), substituted ‘‘, rape, or rape of 
a child,’’ for ‘‘or rape,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 109–163, § 553(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘during the life of the child or within five 
years after the date on which the offense was commit-
ted, whichever provides a longer period,’’ for ‘‘before 
the child attains the age of 25 years’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 109–163, § 553(b)(2)(A), struck 
out ‘‘sexual or physical’’ before ‘‘abuse of a person’’ in 
introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B)(i). Pub. L. 109–163, § 553(b)(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘Any offense’’ for ‘‘Rape or carnal knowl-
edge’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B)(iii). Pub. L. 109–364, § 1071(a)(4)(A), 
substituted ‘‘125’’ for ‘‘126’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B)(v). Pub. L. 109–163, § 553(b)(2)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘Kidnaping; indecent assault;’’ for ‘‘Indecent 
assault,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(C). Pub. L. 109–364, § 1071(a)(4)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘under chapter 110 or 117 of title 18 or under 
section 1591 of that title’’ for ‘‘under chapter 110 or 117, 
or under section 1591, of title 18’’. 

Pub. L. 109–163, § 553(b)(3), added subpar. (C). 
2003—Subsec. (b)(2), (3). Pub. L. 108–136 added par. (2) 

and redesignated former par. (2) as (3). 
1986—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 99–661, § 805(a), 

amended subsecs. (a) to (c) generally. Prior to amend-
ment, subsecs. (a) to (c) read as follows: 

‘‘(a) A person charged with desertion or absence with-
out leave in time of war, or with aiding the enemy, mu-
tiny, or murder, may be tried and punished at any time 
without limitation. 

‘‘(b) Except as otherwise provided in this article, a 
person charged with desertion in time of peace or any 
of the offenses punishable under sections 919–932 of this 
title (articles 119–132) is not liable to be tried by court- 
martial if the offense was committed more than three 
years before the receipt of sworn charges and specifica-
tions by an officer exercising summary court-martial 
jurisdiction over the command. 

‘‘(c) Except as otherwise provided in this article, a 
person charged with any offense is not liable to be tried 
by court-martial or punished under section 815 of this 
title (article 15) if the offense was committed more 
than two years before the receipt of sworn charges and 
specifications by an officer exercising summary court- 
martial jurisdiction over the command or before the 
imposition of punishment under section 815 of this title 
(article 15).’’ 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 99–661, § 805(b), added subsec. (g). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title V, § 541(f), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 
Stat. 1411, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
this section [enacting sections 920b and 920c of this 
title and amending this section and sections 918 and 920 
of this title] shall take effect 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act [Dec. 31, 2011] and shall apply 
with respect to offenses committed on or after such ef-
fective date.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title V, § 552(f), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 
Stat. 3263, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
this section [amending this section and sections 918 and 
920 of this title and enacting provisions set out as notes 
under section 920 of this title] shall take effect on Octo-
ber 1, 2007.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Section 805(c) of Pub. L. 99–661 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion] shall apply to an offense committed on or after 
the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 14, 1986].’’ 

§ 844. Art. 44. Former jeopardy 

(a) No person may, without his consent, be 
tried a second time for the same offense. 

(b) No proceeding in which an accused has 
been found guilty by a court-martial upon any 
charge or specification is a trial in the sense of 
this article until the finding of guilty has be-
come final after review of the case has been 
fully completed. 

(c) A proceeding which, after the introduction 
of evidence but before a finding, is dismissed or 
terminated by the convening authority or on 
motion of the prosecution for failure of avail-
able evidence or witnesses without any fault of 
the accused is a trial in the sense of this article. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 52.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

844(a) ......
844(b) ......
844(c) ......

50:619(a). 
50:619(b). 
50:619(c). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 44), 64 Stat. 122. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for 
the word ‘‘shall’’. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘is’’ is substituted for the 
words ‘‘shall be held to be’’. 

In subsection (c), the word ‘‘after’’ is substituted for 
the words ‘‘subsequent to’’. The word ‘‘before’’ is sub-
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stituted for the words ‘‘prior to’’. The word ‘‘is’’ is sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘shall be’’. 

§ 845. Art. 45. Pleas of the accused 

(a) If an accused after arraignment makes an 
irregular pleading, or after a plea of guilty sets 
up matter inconsistent with the plea, or if it ap-
pears that he has entered the plea of guilty im-
providently or through lack of understanding of 
its meaning and effect, or if he fails or refuses to 
plead, a plea of not guilty shall be entered in the 
record, and the court shall proceed as though he 
had pleaded not guilty. 

(b) A plea of guilty by the accused may not be 
received to any charge or specification alleging 
an offense for which the death penalty may be 
adjudged. With respect to any other charge or 
specification to which a plea of guilty has been 
made by the accused and accepted by the mili-
tary judge or by a court-martial without a mili-
tary judge, a finding of guilty of the charge or 
specification may, if permitted by regulations of 
the Secretary concerned, be entered imme-
diately without vote. This finding shall con-
stitute the finding of the court unless the plea 
of guilty is withdrawn prior to announcement of 
the sentence, in which event the proceedings 
shall continue as though the accused had plead-
ed not guilty. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 52; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(19), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1339.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

845(a) ......
845(b) ......

50:620(a). 
50:620(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 45), 64 Stat. 122. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for 
the word ‘‘shall’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–632, § 2(19)(A), substituted 
‘‘after arraignment’’ for ‘‘arraigned before a court-mar-
tial’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90–632, § 2(19)(B), inserted provi-
sions covering the making and accepting of a guilty 
plea to charges or specifications other than charges and 
specifications alleging an offense for which the death 
penalty may be adjudged. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

§ 846. Art. 46. Opportunity to obtain witnesses 
and other evidence 

The trial counsel, the defense counsel, and the 
court-martial shall have equal opportunity to 
obtain witnesses and other evidence in accord-
ance with such regulations as the President may 
prescribe. Process issued in court-martial cases 
to compel witnesses to appear and testify and to 
compel the production of other evidence shall be 
similar to that which courts of the United 
States having criminal jurisdiction may law-
fully issue and shall run to any part of the 
United States, or the Commonwealths and pos-
sessions. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 53; Pub. L. 
109–163, div. A, title X, § 1057(a)(6), Jan. 6, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3441.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

846 .......... 50:621. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 46), 64 Stat. 122. 

The word ‘‘Commonwealths’’ is inserted to reflect the 
present status of Puerto Rico. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–163 substituted ‘‘Commonwealths 
and possessions’’ for ‘‘Territories, Commonwealths, and 
possessions’’. 

§ 847. Art. 47. Refusal to appear or testify 

(a) Any person not subject to this chapter 
who— 

(1) has been duly subpoenaed to appear as a 
witness before a court-martial, military com-
mission, court of inquiry, or any other mili-
tary court or board, or before any military or 
civil officer designated to take a deposition to 
be read in evidence before such a court, com-
mission, or board, or has been duly issued a 
subpoena duces tecum for an investigation 
pursuant to section 832(b) of this title (article 
32(b)); 

(2) has been provided a means for reimburse-
ment from the Government for fees and mile-
age at the rates allowed to witnesses attend-
ing the courts of the United States or, in the 
case of extraordinary hardship, is advanced 
such fees and mileage; and 

(3) willfully neglects or refuses to appear, or 
refuses to qualify as a witness or to testify or 
to produce any evidence which that person 
may have been legally subpoenaed to produce; 

is guilty of an offense against the United States. 

(b) Any person who commits an offense named 
in subsection (a) shall be tried on indictment or 
information in a United States district court or 
in a court of original criminal jurisdiction in 
any of the Commonwealths or possessions of the 
United States, and jurisdiction is conferred upon 
those courts for that purpose. Upon conviction, 
such a person shall be fined or imprisoned, or 
both, at the court’s discretion. 

(c) The United States attorney or the officer 
prosecuting for the United States in any such 
court of original criminal jurisdiction shall, 
upon the certification of the facts to him by the 
military court, commission, court of inquiry, 
board, or convening authority, file an informa-
tion against and prosecute any person violating 
this article. 

(d) The fees and mileage of witnesses shall be 
advanced or paid out of the appropriations for 
the compensation of witnesses. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041. 70A Stat. 53; Pub. L. 
104–106, div. A, title XI, § 1111, Feb. 10, 1996, 110 
Stat. 461; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title X, 
§ 1057(a)(5), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3440; Pub. L. 
112–81, div. A, title V, § 542(a), (b), Dec. 31, 2011, 
125 Stat. 1411.) 
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

847(a) ......
847(b) ......

50:622(a). 
50:622(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 47), 64 Stat. 123. 

847(c) ...... 50:622(c). 
847(d) ...... 50:622(d). 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘Any’’ is substituted for 
the word ‘‘Every’’. The word ‘‘is’’ is substituted for the 
words ‘‘shall be deemed’’. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘named in subsection 
(a)’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘denounced by this 
article’’. The words ‘‘Territories, Commonwealths, or’’ 
are substituted for the word ‘‘Territorial’’. The words 
‘‘not more than’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘a pe-
riod not exceeding’’. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘It shall be the duty of 
* * * to’’ are omitted as surplusage. The words ‘‘United 
States Attorney’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘United 
States district attorney’’, to conform to the terminol-
ogy of section 501 of title 28. The word ‘‘shall’’ is in-
serted after the word ‘‘jurisdiction’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112–81, § 542(b), substituted 
‘‘subpoenaed’’ for ‘‘subpenaed’’ in two places. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 112–81, § 542(a)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘board, or has been duly issued a subpoena 
duces tecum for an investigation pursuant to section 
832(b) of this title (article 32(b));’’ for ‘‘board;’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 112–81, § 542(a)(1)(B), substituted 
‘‘provided a means for reimbursement from the Govern-
ment for fees and mileage’’ for ‘‘duly paid or tendered 
the fees and mileage of a witness’’ and inserted ‘‘or, in 
the case of extraordinary hardship, is advanced such 
fees and mileage’’ before semicolon. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 112–81, § 542(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘board, or convening authority’’ for ‘‘or board’’. 

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–163 substituted ‘‘Com-
monwealths or possessions’’ for ‘‘Territories, Common-
wealths, or possessions’’. 

1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–106 inserted ‘‘indictment 
or’’ after ‘‘shall be tried on’’ and substituted ‘‘shall be 
fined or imprisoned, or both, at the court’s discretion’’ 
for ‘‘shall be punished by a fine of not more than $500, 
or imprisonment for not more than six months, or 
both’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title V, § 542(c), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 
Stat. 1411, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
subsection (a) [amending this section] shall apply with 
respect to subpoenas issued after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 31, 2011].’’ 

§ 848. Art. 48. Contempts 

(a) AUTHORITY TO PUNISH CONTEMPT.—A judge 
detailed to a court-martial, a court of inquiry, 
the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces, a military Court of Criminal Ap-
peals, a provost court, or a military commission 
may punish for contempt any person who— 

(1) uses any menacing word, sign, or gesture 
in the presence of the judge during the pro-
ceedings of the court-martial, court, or mili-
tary commission; 

(2) disturbs the proceedings of the court- 
martial, court, or military commission by any 
riot or disorder; or 

(3) willfully disobeys the lawful writ, proc-
ess, order, rule, decree, or command of the 
court-martial, court, or military commission. 

(b) PUNISHMENT.—The punishment for con-
tempt under subsection (a) may not exceed con-
finement for 30 days, a fine of $1,000, or both. 

(c) INAPPLICABILITY TO MILITARY COMMISSIONS 
UNDER CHAPTER 47A.—This section does not 
apply to a military commission established 
under chapter 47A of this title. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 53; Pub. L. 
109–366, § 4(a)(2), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2631; Pub. 
L. 111–383, div. A, title V, § 542(a), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 
Stat. 4218.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

848 .......... 50:623. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 48), 64 Stat. 123. 

The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘shall’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 111–383 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘A court-martial, 
provost court, or military commission may punish for 
contempt any person who uses any menacing word, 
sign, or gesture in its presence, or who disturbs its pro-
ceedings by any riot or disorder. The punishment may 
not exceed confinement for 30 days or a fine of $100, or 
both. This section does not apply to a military commis-
sion established under chapter 47A of this title.’’ 

2006—Pub. L. 109–366 inserted last sentence. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title V, § 542(b), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 
Stat. 4218, provided that: ‘‘Section 848 of title 10, United 
States Code (article 48 of the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice), as amended by subsection (a), shall apply with 
respect to acts of contempt committed after the date of 
the enactment of this Act [Jan. 7, 2011].’’ 

§ 849. Art. 49. Depositions 

(a) At any time after charges have been signed 
as provided in section 830 of this title (article 
30), any party may take oral or written deposi-
tions unless the military judge or court-martial 
without a military judge hearing the case or, if 
the case is not being heard, an authority com-
petent to convene a court-martial for the trial 
of those charges forbids it for good cause. If a 
deposition is to be taken before charges are re-
ferred for trial, such an authority may designate 
commissioned officers to represent the prosecu-
tion and the defense and may authorize those of-
ficers to take the deposition of any witness. 

(b) The party at whose instance a deposition is 
to be taken shall give to every other party rea-
sonable written notice of the time and place for 
taking the deposition. 

(c) Depositions may be taken before and au-
thenticated by any military or civil officer au-
thorized by the laws of the United States or by 
the laws of the place where the deposition is 
taken to administer oaths. 

(d) A duly authenticated deposition taken 
upon reasonable notice to the other parties, so 
far as otherwise admissible under the rules of 
evidence, may be read in evidence or, in the case 
of audiotape, videotape, or similar material, 
may be played in evidence before any military 
court or commission in any case not capital, or 
in any proceeding before a court of inquiry or 
military board, if it appears— 

(1) that the witness resides or is beyond the 
State, Commonwealth, or District of Columbia 
in which the court, commission, or board is or-
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dered to sit, or beyond 100 miles from the 
place of trial or hearing; 

(2) that the witness by reason of death, age, 
sickness, bodily infirmity, imprisonment, 
military necessity, nonamenability to process, 
or other reasonable cause, is unable or refuses 
to appear and testify in person at the place of 
trial or hearing; or 

(3) that the present whereabouts of the wit-
ness is unknown. 

(e) Subject to subsection (d), testimony by 
deposition may be presented by the defense in 
capital cases. 

(f) Subject to subsection (d), a deposition may 
be read in evidence or, in the case of audiotape, 
videotape, or similar material, may be played in 
evidence in any case in which the death penalty 
is authorized but is not mandatory, whenever 
the convening authority directs that the case be 
treated as not capital, and in such a case a sen-
tence of death may not be adjudged by the 
court-martial. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 53; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(20), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1340; Pub. L. 
98–209, § 6(b), Dec. 6, 1983, 97 Stat. 1400; Pub. L. 
109–163, div. A, title X, § 1057(a)(3), Jan. 6, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3440.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

849(a) ......
849(b) ......

50:624(a). 
50:624(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 49), 64 Stat. 123. 

849(c) ...... 50:624(c). 
849(d) ...... 50:624(d). 
849(e) ...... 50:624(e). 
849(f) ....... 50:624(f). 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘commissioned’’ is in-
serted for clarity. 

In subsection (d), the word ‘‘Commonwealth’’ is in-
serted to reflect the present status of Puerto Rico. The 
words ‘‘of Columbia’’ are inserted after the word ‘‘Dis-
trict’’ for clarity. The words ‘‘the distance of’’ are 
omitted as surplusage. 

In subsections (e) and (f), the words ‘‘the require-
ments of’’ and the words ‘‘of this article’’ are omitted 
as surplusage. The word ‘‘presented’’ is substituted for 
the word ‘‘adduced’’ in subsection (e). 

In subsection (f), the word ‘‘directs’’ is substituted for 
the words ‘‘shall have directed’’. The words ‘‘by law’’ 
are omitted as surplusage. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 109–163 struck out ‘‘Terri-
tory,’’ after ‘‘State,’’. 

1983—Subsecs. (d), (f). Pub. L. 98–209 inserted ‘‘or, in 
the case of audiotape, videotape, or similar material, 
may be played in evidence’’ after ‘‘read in evidence’’. 

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–632 inserted reference to 
the taking of depositions being forbidden by the mili-
tary judge or the court-martial without a military 
judge if the case is being heard. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–209 effective on first day of 
eighth calendar month beginning after Dec. 6, 1983, but 
not to apply to any case in which the findings and sen-
tence were adjudged by a court-martial before that 
date, and the proceedings in any such case to be held 
in the same manner and with the same effect as if such 
amendments had not been enacted, see section 12(a)(1), 
(4) of Pub. L. 98–209, set out as a note under section 801 
of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

§ 850. Art. 50. Admissibility of records of courts of 
inquiry 

(a) In any case not capital and not extending 
to the dismissal of a commissioned officer, the 
sworn testimony, contained in the duly authen-
ticated record of proceedings of a court of in-
quiry, of a person whose oral testimony cannot 
be obtained, may, if otherwise admissible under 
the rules of evidence, be read in evidence by any 
party before a court-martial or military com-
mission if the accused was a party before the 
court of inquiry and if the same issue was in-
volved or if the accused consents to the intro-
duction of such evidence. This section does not 
apply to a military commission established 
under chapter 47A of this title. 

(b) Such testimony may be read in evidence 
only by the defense in capital cases or cases ex-
tending to the dismissal of a commissioned offi-
cer. 

(c) Such testimony may also be read in evi-
dence before a court of inquiry or a military 
board. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 54; Pub. L. 
109–366, § 4(a)(2), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2631.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

850(a) ......
850(b) ......

50:625(a). 
50:625(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 50), 64 Stat. 124. 

850(c) ...... 50:625(c). 

In subsections (a) and (b), the word ‘‘commissioned’’ 
is inserted for clarity. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–366 inserted last sen-
tence. 

§ 850a. Art. 50a. Defense of lack of mental respon-
sibility 

(a) It is an affirmative defense in a trial by 
court-martial that, at the time of the commis-
sion of the acts constituting the offense, the ac-
cused, as a result of a severe mental disease or 
defect, was unable to appreciate the nature and 
quality or the wrongfulness of the acts. Mental 
disease or defect does not otherwise constitute a 
defense. 

(b) The accused has the burden of proving the 
defense of lack of mental responsibility by clear 
and convincing evidence. 

(c) Whenever lack of mental responsibility of 
the accused with respect to an offense is prop-
erly at issue, the military judge, or the presi-
dent of a court-martial without a military 
judge, shall instruct the members of the court 
as to the defense of lack of mental responsibility 
under this section and charge them to find the 
accused— 

(1) guilty; 
(2) not guilty; or 
(3) not guilty only by reason of lack of men-

tal responsibility. 
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(d) Subsection (c) does not apply to a court- 
martial composed of a military judge only. In 
the case of a court-martial composed of a mili-
tary judge only, whenever lack of mental re-
sponsibility of the accused with respect to an of-
fense is properly at issue, the military judge 
shall find the accused— 

(1) guilty; 
(2) not guilty; or 
(3) not guilty only by reason of lack of men-

tal responsibility. 

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 
852 of this title (article 52), the accused shall be 
found not guilty only by reason of lack of men-
tal responsibility if— 

(1) a majority of the members of the court- 
martial present at the time the vote is taken 
determines that the defense of lack of mental 
responsibility has been established; or 

(2) in the case of a court-martial composed 
of a military judge only, the military judge 
determines that the defense of lack of mental 
responsibility has been established. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title VIII, 
§ 802(a)(1), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3905.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 802(b) of Pub. L. 99–661 provided that: ‘‘Sec-
tion 850a of title 10, United States Code, as added by 
subsection (a)(1), shall apply only to offenses commit-
ted on or after the date of the enactment of this Act 
[Nov. 14, 1986].’’ 

§ 851. Art. 51. Voting and rulings 

(a) Voting by members of a general or special 
court-martial on the findings and on the sen-
tence, and by members of a court-martial with-
out a military judge upon questions of chal-
lenge, shall be by secret written ballot. The jun-
ior member of the court shall count the votes. 
The count shall be checked by the president, 
who shall forthwith announce the result of the 
ballot to the members of the court. 

(b) The military judge and, except for ques-
tions of challenge, the president of a court-mar-
tial without a military judge shall rule upon all 
questions of law and all interlocutory questions 
arising during the proceedings. Any such ruling 
made by the military judge upon any question of 
law or any interlocutory question other than 
the factual issue of mental responsibility of the 
accused, or by the president of a court-martial 
without a military judge upon any question of 
law other than a motion for a finding of not 
guilty, is final and constitutes the ruling of the 
court. However, the military judge or the presi-
dent of a court-martial without a military judge 
may change his ruling at any time during trial. 
Unless the ruling is final, if any member objects 
thereto, the court shall be cleared and closed 
and the question decided by a voice vote as pro-
vided in section 852 of this title (article 52), be-
ginning with the junior in rank. 

(c) Before a vote is taken on the findings, the 
military judge or the president of a court-mar-
tial without a military judge shall, in the pres-
ence of the accused and counsel, instruct the 
members of the court as to the elements of the 
offense and charge them— 

(1) that the accused must be presumed to be 
innocent until his guilt is established by legal 

and competent evidence beyond reasonable 
doubt; 

(2) that in the case being considered, if there 
is a reasonable doubt as to the guilt of the ac-
cused, the doubt must be resolved in favor of 
the accused and he must be acquitted; 

(3) that, if there is a reasonable doubt as to 
the degree of guilt, the finding must be in a 
lower degree as to which there is no reason-
able doubt; and 

(4) that the burden of proof to establish the 
guilt of the accused beyond reasonable doubt 
is upon the United States. 

(d) Subsections (a), (b), and (c) do not apply to 
a court-martial composed of a military judge 
only. The military judge of such a court-martial 
shall determine all questions of law and fact 
arising during the proceedings and, if the ac-
cused is convicted, adjudge an appropriate sen-
tence. The military judge of such a court-mar-
tial shall make a general finding and shall in ad-
dition on request find the facts specially. If an 
opinion or memorandum of decision is filed, it 
will be sufficient if the findings of fact appear 
therein. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 54; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(21), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1340.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

851(a) ......
851(b) ......

50:626(a). 
50:626(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 51), 64 Stat. 124. 

851(c) ...... 50:626(c). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘in each case’’ are omit-
ted as surplusage. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘is’’ is substituted for the 
words ‘‘shall be’’ in the second sentence. The word 
‘‘constitutes’’ is substituted for the words ‘‘shall con-
stitute’’. The word ‘‘However,’’ is substituted for the 
word ‘‘but’’. The word ‘‘his’’ is substituted for the 
words ‘‘any such’’. The words ‘‘the ruling is’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘such ruling be’’. The words 
‘‘voice vote’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘vote * * * 
viva voce’’. 

In subsection (c), the word ‘‘must’’ is substituted for 
the word ‘‘shall’’ in clause (2), since a condition is pre-
scribed, not a command. The words ‘‘United States’’ 
are substituted for the word ‘‘Government’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–632, § 2(21)(A), limited the 
balloting on the question of challenges to courts-mar-
tial without military judges. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90–632, § 2(21)(B), substituted 
‘‘military judge’’ for ‘‘law officer’’ and inserted ref-
erence to the military judge’s ruling upon challenges 
for cause when a military judge is part of a court-mar-
tial and reference to questions of law. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 90–632, § 2(21)(C), substituted 
‘‘military judge’’ for ‘‘law officer’’ and made minor 
changes in phraseology eliminating the division be-
tween general and special court-martials. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 90–632, § 2(21)(D), added subsec. (d). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

§ 852. Art. 52. Number of votes required 

(a)(1) No person may be convicted of an offense 
for which the death penalty is made mandatory 
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by law, except by the concurrence of all the 
members of the court-martial present at the 
time the vote is taken. 

(2) No person may be convicted of any other 
offense, except as provided in section 845(b) of 
this title (article 45(b)) or by the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the members present at the time 
the vote is taken. 

(b)(1) No person may be sentenced to suffer 
death, except by the concurrence of all the 
members of the court-martial present at the 
time the vote is taken and for an offense in this 
chapter expressly made punishable by death. 

(2) No person may be sentenced to life impris-
onment or to confinement for more than ten 
years, except by the concurrence of three- 
fourths of the members present at the time the 
vote is taken. 

(3) All other sentences shall be determined by 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members 
present at the time the vote is taken. 

(c) All other questions to be decided by the 
members of a general or special court-martial 
shall be determined by a majority vote, but a 
determination to reconsider a finding of guilty 
or to reconsider a sentence, with a view toward 
decreasing it, may be made by any lesser vote 
which indicates that the reconsideration is not 
opposed by the number of votes required for that 
finding or sentence. A tie vote on a challenge 
disqualifies the member challenged. A tie vote 
on a motion for a finding of not guilty or on a 
motion relating to the question of the accused’s 
sanity is a determination against the accused. A 
tie vote on any other question is a determina-
tion in favor of the accused. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 55; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(22), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1340.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

852(a) ......
852(b) ......

50:627(a). 
50:627(b) 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 52), 64 Stat. 125. 

852(c) ...... 50:627(c). 

In subsections (a) and (b), the word ‘‘may’’ is sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘shall’’. 

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘for more than’’ are 
substituted for the words ‘‘in excess of’’. 

In subsection (c), the word ‘‘disqualifies’’ is sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘shall disqualify’’. The word ‘‘is’’ 
is substituted for the words ‘‘shall be’’ in the last two 
sentences. 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 90–632, § 2(22)(A), inserted 
reference to the exception provided in section 845(b) of 
this title (article 45(b)). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 90–632, § 2(22)(B), provided that a 
determination to reconsider a finding of guilty or to re-
consider a sentence, with a view toward decreasing it, 
may be made by a vote of less than a majority vote 
which indicates that the reconsideration is not opposed 
by the number of votes required for that finding or sen-
tence. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

§ 853. Art. 53. Court to announce action 

A court-martial shall announce its findings 
and sentence to the parties as soon as deter-
mined. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 56.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

853 .......... 50:628. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 53), 64 Stat. 125. 

The word ‘‘A’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘Every’’. 

§ 854. Art. 54. Record of trial 

(a) Each general court-martial shall keep a 
separate record of the proceedings in each case 
brought before it, and the record shall be au-
thenticated by the signature of the military 
judge. If the record cannot be authenticated by 
the military judge by reason of his death, dis-
ability, or absence, it shall be authenticated by 
the signature of the trial counsel or by that of 
a member if the trial counsel is unable to au-
thenticate it by reason of his death, disability, 
or absence. In a court-martial consisting of only 
a military judge the record shall be authenti-
cated by the court reporter under the same con-
ditions which would impose such a duty on a 
member under this subsection. 

(b) Each special and summary court-martial 
shall keep a separate record of the proceedings 
in each case, and the record shall be authenti-
cated in the manner required by such regula-
tions as the President may prescribe. 

(c)(1) A complete record of the proceedings and 
testimony shall be prepared— 

(A) in each general court-martial case in 
which the sentence adjudged includes death, a 
dismissal, a discharge, or (if the sentence ad-
judged does not include a discharge) any other 
punishment which exceeds that which may 
otherwise be adjudged by a special court-mar-
tial; and 

(B) in each special court-martial case in 
which the sentence adjudged includes a bad- 
conduct discharge, confinement for more than 
six months, or forfeiture of pay for more than 
six months. 

(2) In all other court-martial cases, the record 
shall contain such matters as may be prescribed 
by regulations of the President. 

(d) A copy of the record of the proceedings of 
each general and special court-martial shall be 
given to the accused as soon as it is authenti-
cated. 

(e) In the case of a general or special court- 
martial involving a sexual assault or other of-
fense covered by section 920 of this title (article 
120), a copy of all prepared records of the pro-
ceedings of the court-martial shall be given to 
the victim of the offense if the victim testified 
during the proceedings. The records of the pro-
ceedings shall be provided without charge and as 
soon as the records are authenticated. The vic-
tim shall be notified of the opportunity to re-
ceive the records of the proceedings. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 56; Pub. L. 
90–632, § 2(23), Oct. 24, 1968, 82 Stat. 1340; Pub. L. 
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98–209, § 6(c), Dec. 6, 1983, 97 Stat. 1400; Pub. L. 
106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title V, § 555(a)], Oct. 30, 2000, 
114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–127; Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, 
title V, § 586(e), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1435.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

854(a) ......
854(b) ......

50:629(a). 
50:629(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 54), 64 Stat. 125. 

854(c) ...... 50:629(c). 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘If’’ is substituted for the 
words ‘‘In case’’. The words ‘‘any of those’’ are sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘such’’ in the last sentence. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘and the’’ are substituted 
for the word ‘‘which’’ before the word ‘‘record’’. The 
words ‘‘the matter and shall be authenticated in the 
manner required by such regulations as’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘such matter and be authenti-
cated in such manner as may be required by regula-
tions which’’. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘it is’’ are inserted before 
the word ‘‘authenticated’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 112–81 added subsec. (e). 
2000—Subsec. (c)(1)(B). Pub. L. 106–398 inserted 

‘‘, confinement for more than six months, or forfeiture 
of pay for more than six months’’ after ‘‘bad-conduct 
discharge’’. 

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–209, § 6(c)(1), struck out 
provision that if the proceedings had resulted in an ac-
quittal of all charges and specifications or, if not af-
fecting a general or flag officer, in a sentence not in-
cluding discharge and not in excess of that which could 
otherwise be adjudged by a special court-martial, the 
record had to contain such matters as might be pre-
scribed by regulations of the President. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98–209, § 6(c)(2), substituted ‘‘the 
record’’ for ‘‘the record shall contain the matter and’’. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 98–209, § 6(c)(3), (4), added 
subsec. (c) and redesignated former subsec. (c) as (d). 

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–632 provided for authen-
tication of a record of trial by general court-martial by 
the signature of the military judge, for alternate meth-
ods of authentication if the military judge for specified 
reasons is unable to authenticate it, for authentication 
when a court-martial consists only of a military judge, 
and for summarized records of trial in specified cases. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title V, § 555(b)], Oct. 30, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–127, provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this sec-
tion] shall take effect as of April 1, 2000, and shall apply 
with respect to charges referred on or after that date to 
trial by special court-martial.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–209 effective first day of 
eighth calendar month beginning after Dec. 6, 1983, but 
not to apply to any case in which the findings and sen-
tence were adjudged by a court-martial before that 
date, and the proceedings in any such case to be held 
in the same manner and with the same effect as if such 
amendments had not been enacted, see section 12(a)(1), 
(4) of Pub. L. 98–209, set out as a note under section 801 
of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–632 effective first day of 
tenth month following October 1968, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 90–632, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

SUBCHAPTER VIII—SENTENCES 

Sec. Art. 

855. 55. Cruel and unusual punishments prohib-
ited. 

Sec. Art. 

856. 56. Maximum limits. 
856a. 56a. Sentence of confinement for life without 

eligibility for parole. 
857. 57. Effective date of sentences. 
857a. 57a. Deferment of sentences. 
858. 58. Execution of confinement. 
858a. 58a. Sentences: reduction in enlisted grade 

upon approval. 
858b. 58b. Sentences: forfeiture of pay and allow-

ances during confinement. 

AMENDMENTS 

1997—Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title V, § 581(a)(2), Nov. 18, 
1997, 111 Stat. 1760, added item 856a. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title XI, §§ 1122(a)(2), 
1123(b), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 463, 464, added items 857a 
and 858b. 

1960—Pub. L. 86–633, § 1(2), July 12, 1960, 74 Stat. 468, 
added item 858a. 

§ 855. Art. 55. Cruel and unusual punishments 
prohibited 

Punishment by flogging, or by branding, 
marking, or tattooing on the body, or any other 
cruel or unusual punishment, may not be ad-
judged by any court-martial or inflicted upon 
any person subject to this chapter. The use of 
irons, single or double, except for the purpose of 
safe custody, is prohibited. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 56.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

855 .......... 50:636. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 55), 64 Stat. 126. 

The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘shall’’. 

§ 856. Art. 56. Maximum limits 

The punishment which a court-martial may 
direct for an offense may not exceed such limits 
as the President may prescribe for that offense. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 56.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

856 .......... 50:637. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 56), 64 Stat. 126. 

The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘shall’’. 

§ 856a. Art. 56a. Sentence of confinement for life 
without eligibility for parole 

(a) For any offense for which a sentence of 
confinement for life may be adjudged, a court- 
martial may adjudge a sentence of confinement 
for life without eligibility for parole. 

(b) An accused who is sentenced to confine-
ment for life without eligibility for parole shall 
be confined for the remainder of the accused’s 
life unless— 

(1) the sentence is set aside or otherwise 
modified as a result of— 

(A) action taken by the convening author-
ity, the Secretary concerned, or another per-
son authorized to act under section 860 of 
this title (article 60); or 

(B) any other action taken during post- 
trial procedure and review under any other 
provision of subchapter IX; 
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