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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–447 effective on the later 
of the date on which at least three persons nominated 
under section 604(a) of Pub. L. 108–447 take office or 
May 18, 2005, see section 604(b) of Pub. L. 108–447, set 
out in an Appointments; Effective Date; Transition 
note under section 831a of this title. 

§ 831p. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 
1966, 80 Stat. 648 

Section, act May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 17, 48 Stat. 67, au-
thorized construction of the Cove Creek Dam across 
Clinch River. 

§ 831q. Eminent domain; contracts for relocation 
of railroads, highways, industrial plants, etc. 

In order to enable and empower the Secretary 
of the Army, the Secretary of the Interior, or 
the Board to carry out the authority conferred 
in this chapter, in the most economical and effi-
cient manner, he or it is authorized and empow-
ered in the exercise of the powers of national de-
fense in aid of navigation, and in the control of 
the flood waters of the Tennessee and Mis-
sissippi Rivers, constituting channels of inter-
state commerce, to exercise the right of eminent 
domain for all purposes of this chapter, and to 
condemn all lands, easements, rights of way, 
and other area necessary in order to obtain a 
site for said Cove Creek Dam, and the flowage 
rights for the reservoir of water above said dam, 
and to negotiate and conclude contracts with 
States, counties, municipalities, and all State 
agencies and with railroads, railroad corpora-
tions, common carriers, and all public utility 
commissions and any other person, firm, or cor-
poration, for the relocation of railroad tracks, 
highways, highway bridges, mills, ferries, elec-
tric-light plants, and any and all other prop-
erties, enterprises, and projects whose removal 
may be necessary in order to carry out the pro-
visions of this chapter. When said Cove Creek 
Dam, transmission line, and power house shall 
have been completed, the possession, use, and 
control thereof shall be intrusted to the Cor-
poration for use and operation in connection 
with the general Tennessee Valley project, and 
to promote flood control and navigation in the 
Tennessee River. 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 18, 48 Stat. 67; July 26, 
1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501; Pub. L. 
108–447, div. C, title VI, § 603(a)(2), Dec. 8, 2004, 
118 Stat. 2966.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–447 substituted ‘‘Board’’ for ‘‘board’’ 
in first sentence. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued military Department of the Army 
under administrative supervision of Secretary of the 
Army. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–447 effective on the later 
of the date on which at least three persons nominated 

under section 604(a) of Pub. L. 108–447 take office or 
May 18, 2005, see section 604(b) of Pub. L. 108–447, set 
out in an Appointments; Effective Date; Transition 
note under section 831a of this title. 

COMPLETION OF DAM 

The site for the Cove Creek Dam has been obtained 
and the dam completed. 

§ 831r. Patents; access to Patent and Trademark 
Office and right to copy patents; compensa-
tion to patentees 

The Corporation, as an instrumentality and 
agency of the Government of the United States 
for the purpose of executing its constitutional 
powers, shall have access to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office for the purpose of 
studying, ascertaining, and copying all methods, 
formula, and scientific information (not includ-
ing access to pending applications for patents) 
necessary to enable the Corporation to use and 
employ the most efficacious and economical 
process for the production of fixed nitrogen, or 
any essential ingredient of fertilizer, or any 
method of improving and cheapening the pro-
duction of hydroelectric power, and any owner 
of a patent whose patent rights may have been 
thus in any way copied, used, infringed, or em-
ployed by the exercise of this authority by the 
Corporation shall have as the exclusive remedy 
a cause of action against the Corporation to be 
instituted and prosecuted on the equity side of 
the appropriate district court of the United 
States, for the recovery of reasonable compensa-
tion for such infringement. The Under Secretary 
of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Di-
rector of the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office shall furnish to the Corporation, at 
its request and without payment of fees, copies 
of documents on file in his office: Provided, That 
the benefits of this section shall not apply to 
any art, machine, method of manufacture, or 
composition of matter, discovered or invented 
by such employee during the time of his employ-
ment or service with the Corporation or with 
the Government of the United States. 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 19, 48 Stat. 68; Pub. L. 
106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(9) [title IV, § 4732(b)(7)], 
Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A–583.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Pub. L. 106–113 substituted ‘‘United States Pat-
ent and Trademark Office’’ for ‘‘Patent Office of the 
United States’’ and ‘‘Under Secretary of Commerce for 
Intellectual Property and Director of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office’’ for ‘‘Commissioner of 
Patents’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–113 effective 4 months 
after Nov. 29, 1999, see section 1000(a)(9) [title IV, § 4731] 
of Pub. L. 106–113, set out as a note under section 1 of 
Title 35, Patents. 

§ 831s. Possession by Government in time of war; 
damages to contract holders 

The Government of the United States reserves 
the right, in case of war or national emergency 
declared by Congress, to take possession of all 
or any part of the property described or referred 
to in this chapter for the purpose of manufactur-
ing explosives or for other war purposes; but, if 
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