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(2) Effect of inconsistent opening dates for mi-
gratory bird hunting 

The Secretary shall reduce by 25 percent the 
amount of a grant otherwise determined for a 
State under the program if the opening dates 
for migratory bird hunting in the State are 
not consistent for residents and non-residents. 

(e) Regulations 

The Secretary shall promulgate such regula-
tions as are necessary to carry out this section. 

(f) Funding 

Of the funds of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion, the Secretary shall use, to the maximum 
extent practicable, $50,000,000 for the period of 
fiscal years 2009 through 2012. 

(Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1240R, as added Pub. 
L. 110–234, title II, § 2606, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 
1070, and Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title II, § 2606, 
June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1798.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 
sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 
Pub. L. 110–246. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Enactment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 8701 of 
Title 7, Agriculture. 

SUBCHAPTER V—FUNDING AND 
ADMINISTRATION 

CODIFICATION 

Subtitle E of title XII of the Food Security Act, com-
prising this subchapter, was originally enacted by Pub. 
L. 99–198, title XII, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1514, and 
amended by Pub. L. 101–624, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3359; 
Pub. L. 102–237, Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1818; Pub. L. 
102–552, Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4102; and Pub. L. 104–66, 
Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 707. Subtitle E was shown herein, 
however, as having been added by Pub. L. 104–127, title 
III, § 341, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1007, without reference 
to the intervening amendments because of the exten-
sive revision of the subtitle’s provisions by Pub. L. 
104–127. Subsequently, subtitle E was amended by Pub. 
L. 107–171 to add new sections 3841, 3842, and 3844 and to 
repeal former sections 3841 and 3842. 

§ 3841. Commodity Credit Corporation 

(a) In general 

For each of fiscal years 2002 through 2012 (and 
fiscal year 2014 in the case of the programs spec-
ified in paragraphs (3)(B), (4), (6), and (7)), the 
Secretary shall use the funds, facilities, and au-
thorities of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
to carry out the following programs under sub-
chapter IV (including the provision of technical 
assistance): 

(1) The conservation reserve program under 
subpart B of part I, including to the maximum 
extent practicable— 

(A) $100,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 
2009 through 2012 to provide cost share pay-
ments under paragraph (3) of section 3834(b) 
of this title in connection with thinning ac-
tivities conducted on land described in sub-
paragraph (A)(iii) of such paragraph; and 

(B) $25,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 
2009 through 2012 to carry out section 3835(f) 

of this title to facilitate the transfer of land 
subject to contracts from retired or retiring 
owners and operators to beginning farmers 
or ranchers and socially disadvantaged farm-
ers or ranchers. 

(2) The wetlands reserve program under sub-
part C of part I. 

(3)(A) CONSERVATION SECURITY PROGRAM.— 
The conservation security program under sub-
part A of part II, using such sums as are nec-
essary to administer contracts entered into 
before September 30, 2008. 

(B) CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM.— 
The conservation stewardship program under 
subpart B of part II. 

(4) The farmland protection program under 
subpart C of part II, using, to the maximum 
extent practicable— 

(A) $97,000,000 in fiscal year 2008; 
(B) $121,000,000 in fiscal year 2009; 
(C) $150,000,000 in fiscal year 2010; 
(D) $175,000,000 in fiscal year 2011; and 
(E) $200,000,000 in each of fiscal years 2012 

through 2014. 

(5) The grassland reserve program under sub-
part D of part II. 

(6) The environmental quality incentives 
program under part IV, using, to the maxi-
mum extent practicable— 

(A) $1,200,000,000 in fiscal year 2008; 
(B) $1,337,000,000 in fiscal year 2009; 
(C) $1,450,000,000 in fiscal year 2010; 
(D) $1,588,000,000 in fiscal year 2011; and 
(E) $1,750,000,000 in each of fiscal years 2012 

through 2014. 

(7) The wildlife habitat incentives program 
under section 3839bb–1 of this title, using, to 
the maximum extent practicable— 

(A) $15,000,000 in fiscal year 2002; 
(B) $30,000,000 in fiscal year 2003; 
(C) $60,000,000 in fiscal year 2004; and 
(D) $85,000,000 in each of fiscal years 2005 

through 2014. 

(b) Technical assistance 

Effective for fiscal year 2005 and each subse-
quent fiscal year, Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion funds made available for each of the pro-
grams specified in paragraphs (1) through (7) of 
subsection (a) of this section— 

(1) shall be available for the provision of 
technical assistance for the programs for 
which funds are made available; and 

(2) shall not be available for the provision of 
technical assistance for conservation pro-
grams specified in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion other than the program for which the 
funds were made available. 

(c) Relationship to other law 

The use of Commodity Credit Corporation 
funds under subsection (b) of this section to pro-
vide technical assistance shall not be considered 
an allotment or fund transfer from the Commod-
ity Credit Corporation for purposes of the limit 
on expenditures for technical assistance imposed 
by section 714i of title 15. 

(d) Regional equity 

(1) Priority funding to promote equity 

Before April 1 of each fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall give priority for funding under the 
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conservation programs under subchapter IV 
(excluding the conservation reserve program 
under subpart B of part I, the wetlands reserve 
program under subpart C of part I, and the 
conservation security program under subpart 
A of part II) to approved applications in any 
State that has not received, for the fiscal 
year, an aggregate amount of at least 
$15,000,000 for those conservation programs. 

(2) Specific funding allocations 

In determining the specific funding alloca-
tions for States under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall consider the respective demand in 
each State for each program covered by such 
paragraph. 

(e) Acceptance and use of contributions 

(1) Authority to establish contribution ac-
counts 

Subject to paragraph (2), the Secretary may 
establish a sub-account for each conservation 
program administered by the Secretary under 
subchapter IV to accept contributions of non- 
Federal funds to support the purposes of the 
program. 

(2) Deposit and use of contributions 

Contributions of non-Federal funds received 
for a conservation program administered by 
the Secretary under subchapter IV shall be de-
posited into the sub-account established under 
this subsection for the program and shall be 
available to the Secretary, without further ap-
propriation and until expended, to carry out 
the program. 

(f) Allocations review and update 

(1) Review 

Not later than January 1, 2012, the Secretary 
shall conduct a review of conservation pro-
grams and authorities under this chapter that 
utilize allocation formulas to determine the 
sufficiency of the formulas in accounting for 
State-level economic factors, level of agricul-
tural infrastructure, or related factors that af-
fect conservation program costs. 

(2) Update 

The Secretary shall improve conservation 
program allocation formulas as necessary to 
ensure that the formulas adequately reflect 
the costs of carrying out the conservation pro-
grams. 

(g) Assistance to certain farmers or ranchers for 
conservation access 

(1) Assistance 

Of the funds made available for each of fiscal 
years 2009 through 2012 to carry out the envi-
ronmental quality incentives program and the 
acres made available for each of such fiscal 
years to carry out the conservation steward-
ship program, the Secretary shall use, to the 
maximum extent practicable— 

(A) 5 percent to assist beginning farmers 
or ranchers; and 

(B) 5 percent to assist socially disadvan-
taged farmers or ranchers. 

(2) Repooling of funds 

In any fiscal year, amounts not obligated 
under paragraph (1) by a date determined by 

the Secretary shall be available for payments 
and technical assistance to all persons eligible 
for payments or technical assistance in that 
fiscal year under the environmental quality 
incentives program. 

(3) Repooling of acres 

In any fiscal year, acres not obligated under 
paragraph (1) by a date determined by the Sec-
retary shall be available for use in that fiscal 
year under the conservation stewardship pro-
gram. 

(h) Report on program enrollments and assist-
ance 

Beginning in calendar year 2009, and each year 
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate a semi-
annual report containing statistics by State re-
lated to enrollments in conservation programs 
under this subchapter, as follows: 

(1) Payments made under the wetlands re-
serve program for easements valued at $250,000 
or greater. 

(2) Payments made under the farmland pro-
tection program for easements in which the 
Federal share is $250,000 or greater. 

(3) Payments made under the grassland re-
serve program valued at $250,000 or greater. 

(4) Payments made under the environmental 
quality incentives program for land deter-
mined to have special environmental signifi-
cance pursuant to section 3839aa–7(b) of this 
title. 

(5) Payments made under the agricultural 
water enhancement program subject to the 
waiver of adjusted gross income limitations 
pursuant to section 3839aa–9(g) of this title. 

(6) Waivers granted by the Secretary under 
section 1308–3a(b)(2) of title 7 in order to pro-
tect environmentally sensitive land of special 
significance. 

(Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1241, as added Pub. L. 
107–171, title II, § 2701, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 278; 
amended Pub. L. 108–7, div. N, title II, §§ 213, 
216(c), Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 545, 546; Pub. L. 
108–11, title II, § 2106(a), Apr. 16, 2003, 117 Stat. 
590; Pub. L. 108–199, div. H, § 101, Jan. 23, 2004, 118 
Stat. 434; Pub. L. 108–324, div. B, § 101(e), Oct. 13, 
2004, 118 Stat. 1235; Pub. L. 108–498, § 1(a), Dec. 23, 
2004, 118 Stat. 4020; Pub. L. 109–171, title I, 
§§ 1202(b), 1203(c), Feb. 8, 2006, 120 Stat. 5, 6; Pub. 
L. 110–234, title II, §§ 2701–2705, May 22, 2008, 122 
Stat. 1071–1074; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title II, 
§§ 2701–2705, June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1799–1802; 
Pub. L. 112–55, div. A, title VII, § 716(d)–(f), Nov. 
18, 2011, 125 Stat. 582.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (f)(1), was in the 
original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title XII of Pub. L. 
99–198, which enacted this chapter and former section 
2005a of this title and amended sections 590g, 2004, 2005, 
2006, and 2009 of this title, sections 4207 and 4209 of Title 
7, Agriculture, and provisions set out as a note under 
section 1981 of Title 7. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
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L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

Section 2701 of Pub. L. 107–171, which directed that 
subtitle E of the Food Security Act of 1985 be amended 
by striking section 1241 and adding a new section 1241 
(this section), was executed by striking section 1241 of 
subtitle E of title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 
and adding the new section 1241 in lieu thereof, to re-
flect the probable intent of Congress. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3841, Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1241, as 
added Pub. L. 104–127, title III, § 341, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1007, related to funding for the Commodity Credit 
Corporation, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 107–171, title II, 
§ 2701, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 278. See Codification note 
above. 

Another prior section 3841, Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, 
§ 1241, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1514, related to use of Com-
modity Credit Corporation, prior to the general amend-
ment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 104–127. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112–55, § 716(e)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘2012 (and fiscal year 2014 in the case of the 
programs specified in paragraphs (3)(B), (4), (6), and 
(7)),’’ for ‘‘2012,’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (a)(4)(E). Pub. L. 112–55, § 716(e)(2), substituted 
‘‘each of fiscal years 2012 through 2014’’ for ‘‘fiscal year 
2012’’. 

Subsec. (a)(6)(E). Pub. L. 112–55, § 716(d), substituted 
‘‘each of fiscal years 2012 through 2014’’ for ‘‘fiscal year 
2012’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7)(D). Pub. L. 112–55, § 716(f), substituted 
‘‘2014’’ for ‘‘2012’’. 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2701(a), substituted 
‘‘2012’’ for ‘‘2007’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2701(b), inserted 
‘‘, including to the maximum extent practicable—’’ 
after ‘‘part I’’ and added subpars. (A) and (B). 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2701(c), amended par. 
(3) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (3) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The conservation security program under sub-
part A of part II, using not more than— 

‘‘(A) $1,954,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 2006 
through 2010; and 

‘‘(B) $5,650,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 2006 
through 2015.’’ 
Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2701(d), amended par. 

(4) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (4) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The farmland protection program under subpart 
B of part II, using, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable— 

‘‘(A) $50,000,000 in fiscal year 2002; 
‘‘(B) $100,000,000 in fiscal year 2003; 
‘‘(C) $125,000,000 in each of fiscal years 2004 and 2005; 
‘‘(D) $100,000,000 in fiscal year 2006; and 
‘‘(E) $97,000,000 in fiscal year 2007.’’ 

Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2701(e), amended par. 
(5) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (5) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The grassland reserve program under subpart C 
of part II, using, to the maximum extent practicable 
$254,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 2003 through 
2007.’’ 

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2701(f), amended par. 
(6) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (6) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The environmental quality incentives program 
under part IV, using, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable— 

‘‘(A) $400,000,000 in fiscal year 2002; 
‘‘(B) $700,000,000 in fiscal year 2003; 
‘‘(C) $1,000,000,000 in fiscal year 2004; 
‘‘(D) $1,200,000,000 in each of fiscal years 2005 and 

2006; 
‘‘(E) $1,270,000,000 in each of fiscal years 2007 

through 2009; and 
‘‘(F) $1,300,000,000 in fiscal year 2010.’’ 

Subsec. (a)(7)(D). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2701(g), substituted 
‘‘2012’’ for ‘‘2007’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2703(a), designated exist-
ing provisions as par. (1), inserted heading, substituted 
‘‘$15,000,000’’ for ‘‘$12,000,000’’, and added par. (2). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2702, added subsec. (e). 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2703(b), added subsec. (f). 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2704, added subsec. (g). 
Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2705, added subsec. (h). 
2006—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 109–171, § 1202(b), sub-

stituted a dash for ‘‘$6,037,000,000 for the period of fiscal 
years 2005 through 2014.’’ and added subpars. (A) and 
(B). 

Subsec. (a)(6)(E), (F). Pub. L. 109–171, § 1203(c), added 
subpars. (E) and (F) and struck out former subpar. (E) 
which read as follows: ‘‘$1,300,000,000 in fiscal year 
2007.’’ 

2004—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 108–324 inserted ‘‘, using 
not more than $6,037,000,000 for the period of fiscal 
years 2005 through 2014’’ before period at end. 

Pub. L. 108–199 struck out ‘‘, using not more than 
$3,773,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 2003 through 
2013’’ before period at end. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–498 added subsec. (b) and 
struck out heading and text of former subsec. (b), 
which related to availability of certain Commodity 
Credit Corporation funds under subsec. (a) for the pro-
vision of technical assistance for conservation and con-
servation security programs. 

2003—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 108–7, § 216(c), inserted 
‘‘, using not more than $3,773,000,000 for the period of 
fiscal years 2003 through 2013’’ before period at end. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–11 added subsec. (b) and 
struck out heading and text of former subsec. (b). Text 
read as follows: 

‘‘(1) FEBRUARY 20, 2003, THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2003.— 
During the period beginning on February 20, 2003, and 
ending on September 30, 2003, Commodity Credit Cor-
poration funds made available under paragraphs (4) 
through (7) of subsection (a) of this section shall be 
available for the provision of technical assistance (sub-
ject to section 3842 of this title) for the conservation 
programs specified in subsection (a) of this section. 

‘‘(2) SUBSEQUENT FISCAL YEARS.—Effective beginning 
on October 1, 2003, Commodity Credit Corporation funds 
made available under paragraphs (3) through (7) of sub-
section (a) of this section shall be available for the pro-
vision of technical assistance (subject to section 3842 of 
this title) for the conservation programs specified in 
subsection (a) of this section.’’ 

Pub. L. 108–7, § 213(1), added subsec. (b) and struck out 
heading and text of former subsec. (b). Text read as fol-
lows: ‘‘Nothing in this section affects the limit on ex-
penditures for technical assistance imposed by section 
714i of title 15.’’ 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 108–7, § 213(2), added subsec. 
(c) and redesignated former subsec. (c) as (d). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 8701 of Title 7, Agriculture. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 108–498, § 1(b), Dec. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 4020, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The amendment made by subsection (a) 
[amending this section] takes effect on October 1, 2004.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 108–11, title II, § 2106(b), Apr. 16, 2003, 117 Stat. 
590, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] takes effect on Feb-
ruary 20, 2003.’’ 

§ 3842. Delivery of technical assistance 

(a) Definition of eligible participant 

In this section, the term ‘‘eligible participant’’ 
means a producer, landowner, or entity that is 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘third-party’’. 

participating in, or seeking to participate in, 
programs for which the producer, landowner, or 
entity is otherwise eligible to participate in 
under this chapter or the agricultural manage-
ment assistance program under section 1524 of 
title 7. 

(b) Purpose of technical assistance 

The purpose of technical assistance authorized 
by this section is to provide eligible participants 
with consistent, science-based, site-specific 
practices designed to achieve conservation ob-
jectives on land active in agricultural, forestry, 
or related uses. 

(c) Provision of technical assistance 

The Secretary shall provide technical assist-
ance under this chapter to an eligible partici-
pant— 

(1) directly; 
(2) through an agreement with a third-party 

provider; or 
(3) at the option of the eligible participant, 

through a payment, as determined by the Sec-
retary, to the eligible participant for an ap-
proved third-party provider, if available. 

(d) Non-Federal assistance 

The Secretary may request the services of, 
and enter into cooperative agreements or con-
tracts with, other agencies within the Depart-
ment or non-Federal entities to assist the Sec-
retary in providing technical assistance nec-
essary to assist in implementing conservation 
programs under this chapter. 

(e) Certification of third-party providers 

(1) Purpose 

The purpose of the third-party provider pro-
gram is to increase the availability and range 
of technical expertise available to eligible par-
ticipants to plan and implement conservation 
measures. 

(2) Regulations 

Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008, the Secretary shall promul-
gate such regulations as are necessary to 
carry out this section. 

(3) Expertise 

In promulgating such regulations, the Sec-
retary, to the maximum extent practicable, 
shall— 

(A) ensure that persons with expertise in 
the technical aspects of conservation plan-
ning, watershed planning, and environ-
mental engineering, including commercial 
entities, nonprofit entities, State or local 
governments or agencies, and other Federal 
agencies, are eligible to become approved 
providers of the technical assistance; 

(B) provide national criteria for the cer-
tification of third party 1 providers; and 

(C) approve any unique certification stand-
ards established at the State level. 

(f) Administration 

(1) Funding 

Effective for fiscal year 2008 and each subse-
quent fiscal year, funds of the Commodity 

Credit Corporation made available to carry 
out technical assistance for each of the pro-
grams specified in section 3841 of this title 
shall be available for the provision of tech-
nical assistance from third-party providers 
under this section. 

(2) Term of agreement 

An agreement with a third-party provider 
under this section shall have a term that— 

(A) at a minimum, is equal to the period 
beginning on the date on which the agree-
ment is entered into and ending on the date 
that is 1 year after the date on which all ac-
tivities performed pursuant to the agree-
ment have been completed; 

(B) does not exceed 3 years; and 
(C) can be renewed, as determined by the 

Secretary. 

(3) Review of certification requirements 

Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of the Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008, the Secretary shall— 

(A) review certification requirements for 
third-party providers; and 

(B) make any adjustments considered nec-
essary by the Secretary to improve partici-
pation. 

(4) Eligible activities 

(A) Inclusion of activities 

The Secretary may include as activities el-
igible for payments to a third party 1 pro-
vider— 

(i) technical services provided directly to 
eligible participants, such as conservation 
planning, education and outreach, and as-
sistance with design and implementation 
of conservation practices; and 

(ii) related technical assistance services 
that accelerate conservation program de-
livery. 

(B) Exclusions 

The Secretary shall not designate as an ac-
tivity eligible for payments to a third party 1 
provider any service that is provided by a 
business, or equivalent, in connection with 
conducting business and that is customarily 
provided at no cost. 

(5) Payment amounts 

The Secretary shall establish fair and rea-
sonable amounts of payments for technical 
services provided by third-party providers. 

(g) Availability of technical services 

(1) In general 

In carrying out the programs under this 
chapter and the agricultural management as-
sistance program under section 1524 of title 7, 
the Secretary shall make technical services 
available to all eligible participants who are 
installing an eligible practice. 

(2) Technical service contracts 

In any case in which financial assistance is 
not provided under a program referred to in 
paragraph (1), the Secretary may enter into a 
technical service contract with the eligible 
participant for the purposes of assisting in the 
planning, design, or installation of an eligible 
practice. 
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(h) Review of conservation practice standards 

(1) Review required 

The Secretary shall— 
(A) review conservation practice stand-

ards, including engineering design specifica-
tions, in effect on the date of the enactment 
of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act 
of 2008; 

(B) ensure, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the completeness and relevance of 
the standards to local agricultural, forestry, 
and natural resource needs, including spe-
cialty crops, native and managed polli-
nators, bioenergy crop production, forestry, 
and such other needs as are determined by 
the Secretary; and 

(C) ensure that the standards provide for 
the optimal balance between meeting site- 
specific conservation needs and minimizing 
risks of design failure and associated costs 
of construction and installation. 

(2) Consultation 

In conducting the review under paragraph 
(1), the Secretary shall consult with eligible 
participants, crop consultants, cooperative ex-
tension and land grant universities, non-
governmental organizations, and other quali-
fied entities. 

(3) Expedited revision of standards 

If the Secretary determines under paragraph 
(1) that revisions to the conservation practice 
standards, including engineering design speci-
fications, are necessary, the Secretary shall 
establish an administrative process for expe-
diting the revisions. 

(i) Addressing concerns of speciality crop, or-
ganic, and precision agriculture producers 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall— 
(A) to the maximum extent practicable, 

fully incorporate specialty crop production, 
organic crop production, and precision agri-
culture into the conservation practice stand-
ards; and 

(B) provide for the appropriate range of 
conservation practices and resource mitiga-
tion measures available to producers in-
volved with organic or specialty crop pro-
duction or precision agriculture. 

(2) Availability of adequate technical assist-
ance 

(A) In general 

The Secretary shall ensure that adequate 
technical assistance is available for the im-
plementation of conservation practices by 
producers involved with organic, specialty 
crop production, or precision agriculture 
through Federal conservation programs. 

(B) Requirements 

In carrying out subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary shall develop— 

(i) programs that meet specific needs of 
producers involved with organic, specialty 
crop production or precision agriculture 
through cooperative agreements with 
other agencies and nongovernmental orga-
nizations; and 

(ii) program specifications that allow for 
innovative approaches to engage local re-
sources in providing technical assistance 
for planning and implementation of con-
servation practices. 

(Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1242, as added Pub. L. 
107–171, title II, § 2701, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 279; 
amended Pub. L. 110–234, title II, § 2706, May 22, 
2008, 122 Stat. 1074; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title II, 
§ 2706, June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1802.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a), (c), (d), and 
(g)(1), was in the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title 
XII of Pub. L. 99–198, which enacted this chapter and 
former section 2005a of this title and amended sections 
590g, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2009 of this title, sections 4207 
and 4209 of Title 7, Agriculture, and provisions set out 
as a note under section 1981 of Title 7. 

The date of the enactment of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008, referred to in subsecs. (e)(2), 
(f)(3), and (h)(1)(A), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 
110–246, which was approved June 18, 2008. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

Section 2701 of Pub. L. 107–171, which directed that 
subtitle E of the Food Security Act of 1985 be amended 
by striking section 1242 and adding a new section 1242 
(this section), was executed by striking section 1242 of 
subtitle E of title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 
and adding the new section 1242 in lieu thereof, to re-
flect the probable intent of Congress. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3842, Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1242, as 
added Pub. L. 104–127, title III, § 341, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1008, related to use of other agencies, prior to re-
peal by Pub. L. 107–171, title II, § 2701, May 13, 2002, 116 
Stat. 278. See Codification note above. 

Another prior section 3842, Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, 
§ 1242, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1515, related to use of other 
agencies, prior to the general amendment of this sub-
chapter by Pub. L. 104–127. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–246, § 2706, amended section gener-
ally. Prior to amendment, section related to: in subsec. 
(a), provision of technical assistance to an eligible pro-
ducer directly or through an approved third party; and, 
in subsec. (b), establishment of a system to certify 
third-party providers, transition provisions for persons 
that had provided assistance before May 13, 2002, and 
cooperative agreements or contracts with non-Federal 
entities. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 8701 of Title 7, Agriculture. 

§ 3843. Cooperative conservation partnership ini-
tiative 

(a) Establishment of Initiative 

The Secretary shall establish a cooperative 
conservation partnership initiative (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘‘Initiative’’) to work 
with eligible partners to provide assistance to 
producers enrolled in a program described in 
subsection (c)(1) that will enhance conservation 



Page 2254 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 3843 
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outcomes on agricultural and nonindustrial pri-
vate forest land. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of a partnership entered into 
under the Initiative shall be— 

(1) to address conservation priorities involv-
ing agriculture and nonindustrial private for-
est land on a local, State, multi-State, or re-
gional level; 

(2) to encourage producers to cooperate in 
meeting applicable Federal, State, and local 
regulatory requirements related to production 
involving agriculture and nonindustrial pri-
vate forest land; 

(3) to encourage producers to cooperate in 
the installation and maintenance of conserva-
tion practices that affect multiple agricul-
tural or nonindustrial private forest oper-
ations; or 

(4) to promote the development and dem-
onstration of innovative conservation prac-
tices and delivery methods, including those for 
specialty crop and organic production and pre-
cision agriculture producers. 

(c) Initiative programs 

(1) Covered programs 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Ini-
tiative applies to all conservation programs 
under subchapter IV. 

(2) Excluded programs 

The Initiative shall not include the follow-
ing programs: 

(A) Conservation reserve program. 
(B) Wetlands reserve program. 
(C) Farmland protection program 1 
(D) Grassland reserve program. 

(d) Eligible partners 

The Secretary may enter into a partnership 
under the Initiative with one or more of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) States and local governments. 
(2) Indian tribes. 
(3) Producer associations. 
(4) Farmer cooperatives. 
(5) Institutions of higher education. 
(6) Nongovernmental organizations with a 

history of working cooperatively with produc-
ers to effectively address conservation prior-
ities related to agricultural production and 
nonindustrial private forest land. 

(e) Implementation agreements 

The Secretary shall carry out the Initiative— 
(1) by selecting, through a competitive proc-

ess, eligible partners from among applications 
submitted under subsection (f); and 

(2) by entering into multi-year agreements 
with eligible partners so selected for a period 
not to exceed 5 years. 

(f) Applications 

(1) Required information 

An application to enter into a partnership 
agreement under the Initiative shall include 
the following: 

(A) A description of the area covered by 
the agreement, conservation priorities in 

the area, conservation objectives to be 
achieved, and the expected level of partici-
pation by agricultural producers and non-
industrial private forest landowners. 

(B) A description of the partner, or part-
ners, collaborating to achieve the objectives 
of the agreement, and the roles, responsibil-
ities, and capabilities of the partner. 

(C) A description of the resources that are 
requested from the Secretary, and the non- 
Federal resources that will be leveraged by 
the Federal contribution. 

(D) A description of the plan for monitor-
ing, evaluating, and reporting on progress 
made towards achieving the objectives of the 
agreement. 

(E) Such other information that may be 
required by the Secretary. 

(2) Priorities 

The Secretary shall give priority to applica-
tions for agreements that— 

(A) have a high percentage of producers in-
volved and working agricultural or non-
industrial private forest land included in the 
area covered by the agreement; 

(B) significantly leverage non-Federal fi-
nancial and technical resources and coordi-
nate with other local, State, or Federal ef-
forts; 

(C) deliver high percentages of applied con-
servation to address water quality, water 
conservation, or State, regional, or national 
conservation initiatives; 

(D) provide innovation in conservation 
methods and delivery, including outcome- 
based performance measures and methods; 
or 

(E) meet other factors, as determined by 
the Secretary. 

(g) Relationship to covered programs 

(1) Compliance with program rules 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary shall ensure that resources made avail-
able under the Initiative are delivered in ac-
cordance with the applicable rules of programs 
specified in subsection (c)(1) through normal 
program mechanisms relating to program 
functions, including rules governing appeals, 
payment limitations, and conservation com-
pliance. 

(2) Adjustment 

The Secretary may adjust the elements of 
any program specified in subsection (c)(1)— 

(A) to better reflect unique local circum-
stances and purposes if the Secretary deter-
mines such adjustments are necessary to 
achieve the purposes of the Initiative; and 

(B) to provide preferential enrollment to 
producers who are eligible for the applicable 
program and to participate in the Initiative. 

(h) Technical and financial assistance 

The Secretary shall provide appropriate tech-
nical and financial assistance to producers par-
ticipating in the Initiative in an amount deter-
mined to be necessary to achieve the purposes of 
the Initiative. 

(i) Funding 

(1) Reservation 

Of the funds and acres made available for 
each of fiscal years 2009 through 2012 to imple-
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ment the programs described in subsection 
(c)(1), the Secretary shall reserve 6 percent of 
the funds and acres to ensure an adequate 
source of funds and acres for the Initiative. 

(2) Allocation requirements 

Of the funds and acres reserved for the Ini-
tiative for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall al-
locate— 

(A) 90 percent of the funds and acres to 
projects based on the direction of State con-
servationists, with the advice of State tech-
nical committees; and 

(B) 10 percent of the funds and acres to 
projects based on a national competitive 
process established by the Secretary. 

(3) Unused funding 

Any funds and acres reserved for a fiscal 
year under paragraph (1) that are not obli-
gated by April 1 of that fiscal year may be 
used to carry out other activities under the 
program that is the source of the funds or 
acres during the remainder of that fiscal year. 

(4) Administrative costs of partners 

Overhead or administrative costs of partners 
may not be covered by funds provided through 
the Initiative. 

(Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1243, as added Pub. L. 
104–127, title III, § 341, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1008; 
amended Pub. L. 107–171, title II, §§ 2003, 2006(d), 
May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 233, 237; Pub. L. 110–234, 
title II, § 2707, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1077; Pub. L. 
110–246, § 4(a), title II, § 2707, June 18, 2008, 122 
Stat. 1664, 1805.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3843, Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1243, 
Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1515; Pub. L. 101–624, title XIV, 
§ 1442, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3602, which related to ad-
ministration of this chapter, was omitted in the gen-
eral amendment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 104–127. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–246, § 2707(b), amended section gener-
ally. Prior to amendment, section related to adminis-
tration of comprehensive conservation enhancement 
program. 

Pub. L. 110–246, § 2707(a), redesignated and transferred 
subsecs. (a), (c), and (d) of this section to subsecs. (c) to 
(e), respectively, of section 3844 of this title. 

2002—Pub. L. 107–171, § 2006(d), substituted ‘‘Adminis-
tration of CCEP’’ for ‘‘Administration’’ in section 
catchline. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 107–171, § 2003, added subsec. (f). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 8701 of Title 7, Agriculture. 

§ 3844. Administrative requirements for con-
servation programs 

(a) Incentives for certain farmers and ranchers 
and Indian tribes 

(1) Incentives authorized 

In carrying out any conservation program 
administered by the Secretary, the Secretary 
may provide to a person or entity specified in 
paragraph (2) incentives to participate in the 
conservation program— 

(A) to foster new farming and ranching op-
portunities; and 

(B) to enhance long-term environmental 
goals. 

(2) Covered persons 

Incentives authorized by paragraph (1) may 
be provided to the following: 

(A) Beginning farmers or ranchers. 
(B) Socially disadvantaged farmers or 

ranchers. 
(C) Limited resource farmers or ranchers. 
(D) Indian tribes. 

(b) Privacy of personal information relating to 
natural resources conservation programs 

(1) Information received for technical and fi-
nancial assistance 

(A) In general 

In accordance with section 552(b)(3) of title 
5, except as provided in subparagraph (C) and 
paragraph (2), information described in sub-
paragraph (B)— 

(i) shall not be considered to be public 
information; and 

(ii) shall not be released to any person or 
Federal, State, local agency or Indian 
tribe (as defined by the Secretary) outside 
the Department of Agriculture. 

(B) Information 

The information referred to in subpara-
graph (A) is information— 

(i) provided to the Secretary or a con-
tractor of the Secretary (including infor-
mation provided under subchapter IV) for 
the purpose of providing technical or fi-
nancial assistance to an owner, operator, 
or producer with respect to any natural re-
sources conservation program adminis-
tered by the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service or the Farm Service Agency; 
and 

(ii) that is proprietary (within the mean-
ing of section 552(b)(4) of title 5) to the ag-
ricultural operation or land that is a part 
of an agricultural operation of the owner, 
operator, or producer. 

(C) Exception 

Nothing in this section affects the avail-
ability of payment information (including 
payment amounts and the names and ad-
dresses of recipients of payments) under sec-
tion 552 of title 5. 

(2) Exceptions 

(A) Release and disclosure for enforcement 

The Secretary may release or disclose to 
the Attorney General information covered 
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by paragraph (1) to the extent necessary to 
enforce the natural resources conservation 
programs referred to in paragraph (1)(B)(i). 

(B) Disclosure to cooperating persons and 
agencies 

(i) In general 

The Secretary may release or disclose 
information covered by paragraph (1) to a 
person or Federal, State, local, or tribal 
agency working in cooperation with the 
Secretary in providing technical and fi-
nancial assistance described in paragraph 
(1)(B)(i) or collecting information from 
data gathering sites. 

(ii) Use of information 

The person or Federal, State, local, or 
tribal agency that receives information de-
scribed in clause (i) may release the infor-
mation only for the purpose of assisting 
the Secretary— 

(I) in providing the requested technical 
or financial assistance; or 

(II) in collecting information from 
data gathering sites. 

(C) Statistical and aggregate information 

Information covered by paragraph (1) may 
be disclosed to the public if the information 
has been transformed into a statistical or 
aggregate form without naming any— 

(i) individual owner, operator, or pro-
ducer; or 

(ii) specific data gathering site. 

(D) Consent of owner, operator, or producer 

(i) In general 

An owner, operator, or producer may 
consent to the disclosure of information 
described in paragraph (1). 

(ii) Condition of other programs 

The participation of the owner, operator, 
or producer in, and the receipt of any bene-
fit by the owner, operator, or producer 
under, this chapter or any other program 
administered by the Secretary may not be 
conditioned on the owner, operator, or pro-
ducer providing consent under this para-
graph. 

(3) Violations; penalties 

Section 2276(c) of title 7 shall apply with re-
spect to the release of information collected in 
any manner or for any purpose prohibited by 
this subsection. 

(4) Data collection, disclosure, and review 

Nothing in this subsection— 
(A) affects any procedure for data collec-

tion or disclosure through the National Re-
sources Inventory; or 

(B) limits the authority of Congress or the 
Government Accountability Office to review 
information collected or disclosed under this 
subsection. 

(c) Plans 

The Secretary shall, to the extent practicable, 
avoid duplication in— 

(1) the conservation plans required for— 
(A) highly erodible land conservation 

under subchapter II; 

(B) the conservation reserve program es-
tablished under subpart B of part I of sub-
chapter IV; and 

(C) the wetlands reserve program estab-
lished under subpart C of part I of sub-
chapter IV; and 

(2) the environmental quality incentives pro-
gram established under part IV of subchapter 
IV. 

(d) Tenant protection 

Except for a person who is a tenant on land 
that is subject to a conservation reserve con-
tract that has been extended by the Secretary, 
the Secretary shall provide adequate safeguards 
to protect the interests of tenants and share-
croppers, including provision for sharing, on a 
fair and equitable basis, in payments under the 
programs established under subchapters II 
through IV. 

(e) Provision of technical assistance by other 
sources 

In the preparation and application of a con-
servation compliance plan under subchapter II 
or similar plan required as a condition for as-
sistance from the Department of Agriculture, 
the Secretary shall permit persons to secure 
technical assistance from approved sources, as 
determined by the Secretary, other than the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. If the 
Secretary rejects a technical determination 
made by such a source, the basis of the Sec-
retary’s determination must be supported by 
documented evidence. 

(f) Acreage limitations 

(1) Limitations 

(A) Enrollments 

The Secretary shall not enroll more than 
25 percent of the cropland in any county in 
the programs administered under subparts B 
and C of part I of subchapter IV. 

(B) Easements 

Not more than 10 percent of the cropland 
in a country 1 may be subject to an easement 
acquired under subpart C of part I of sub-
chapter IV. 

(2) Exceptions 

The Secretary may exceed the limitation in 
paragraph (1)(A), if the Secretary determines 
that— 

(A) the action would not adversely affect 
the local economy of a county; and 

(B) operators in the county are having dif-
ficulties complying with conservation plans 
implemented under section 3812 of this title. 

(3) Waiver to exclude certain acreage 

The Secretary may grant a waiver to ex-
clude acreage enrolled under subsection 
(c)(2)(B) or (f)(4) of section 3834 of this title 
from the limitations in paragraph (1)(A) with 
the concurrence of the county government of 
the county involved. 

(4) Shelterbelts and windbreaks 

The limitations established under paragraph 
(1) shall not apply to cropland that is subject 
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to an easement under subpart C of part I of 
subchapter IV 2 that is used for the establish-
ment of shelterbelts and windbreaks. 

(g) Compliance and performance 

For each conservation program under sub-
chapter IV, the Secretary shall develop proce-
dures— 

(1) to monitor compliance with program re-
quirements; 

(2) to measure program performance; 
(3) to demonstrate whether the long-term 

conservation benefits of the program are being 
achieved; 

(4) to track participation by crop and live-
stock types; and 

(5) to coordinate activities described in this 
subsection with the national conservation pro-
gram authorized under section 2004 of this 
title. 

(h) Encouragement of pollinator habitat develop-
ment and protection 

In carrying out any conservation program ad-
ministered by the Secretary, the Secretary may, 
as appropriate, encourage— 

(1) the development of habitat for native and 
managed pollinators; and 

(2) the use of conservation practices that 
benefit native and managed pollinators. 

(i) Streamlined application process 

(1) In general 

In carrying out each conservation program 
under this chapter, the Secretary shall ensure 
that the application process used by producers 
and landowners is streamlined to minimize 
complexity and eliminate redundancy. 

(2) Review and streamlining 

(A) Review 

The Secretary shall carry out a review of 
the application forms and processes for each 
conservation program covered by this sub-
section. 

(B) Streamlining 

On completion of the review the Secretary 
shall revise application forms and processes, 
as necessary, to ensure that— 

(i) all required application information 
is essential for the efficient, effective, and 
accountable implementation of conserva-
tion programs; 

(ii) conservation program applicants are 
not required to provide information that is 
readily available to the Secretary through 
existing information systems of the De-
partment of Agriculture; 

(iii) information provided by the appli-
cant is managed and delivered efficiently 
for use in all stages of the application 
process, or for multiple applications; and 

(iv) information technology is used effec-
tively to minimize data and information 
input requirements. 

(3) Implementation and notification 

Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of the Food, Conservation, and Energy 

Act of 2008, the Secretary shall submit to Con-
gress a written notification of completion of 
the requirements of this subsection. 

(Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1244, as added Pub. L. 
107–171, title II, § 2004(a), May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 
235; amended Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 
118 Stat. 814; Pub. L. 110–234, title II, §§ 2707(a), 
2708, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1077, 1079; Pub. L. 
110–246, § 4(a), title II, §§ 2707(a), 2708, June 18, 
2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1805, 1807.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (b)(2)(D)(ii) and 
(i)(1), was in the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title XII 
of Pub. L. 99–198, which enacted this chapter and 
former section 2005a of this title and amended sections 
590g, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2009 of this title, sections 4207 
and 4209 of Title 7, Agriculture, and provisions set out 
as a note under section 1981 of Title 7. 

Subpart C of part I of subchapter IV, referred to in 
subsec. (f)(4), was in the original ‘‘subchapter C of chap-
ter 1’’, and was translated as meaning ‘‘subchapter C of 
chapter 1 of subtitle D’’ to reflect the probable intent 
of Congress. 

The date of enactment of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008, referred to in subsec. (i)(3), is the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–246, which was ap-
proved June 18, 2008. 

CODIFICATION 

The text of section 3843(a), (c), and (d) of this title, 
which was transferred to this section and redesignated 
as subsecs. (c), (d), and (e), respectively, by Pub. L. 
110–246, § 2707(a), was based on Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, 
§ 1243(a), (c), (d), as added Pub. L. 104–127, title III, § 341, 
Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1008, 1009. 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3844, Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1244, 
Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1515, related to issuance of regula-
tions to carry out subchapters I to V of this chapter, 
prior to the general amendment of this subchapter by 
Pub. L. 104–127. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2708(1), added sub-
sec. (a) and struck out former subsec. (a). Prior to 
amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘In carrying out any 
conservation program administered by the Secretary, 
the Secretary may provide to beginning farmers and 
ranchers and Indian tribes (as those terms are defined 
in section 3838 of this title) and limited resource agri-
cultural producers incentives to participate in the con-
servation program to— 

‘‘(1) foster new farming and ranching opportunities; 
and 

‘‘(2) enhance environmental stewardship over the 
long term.’’ 
Subsecs. (c) to (e). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2707(a), trans-

ferred subsecs. (a), (c), and (d) of section 3843 of this 
title and redesignated them as subsecs. (c) to (e), re-
spectively, of this section. See Codification note above. 

Subsecs. (f) to (i). Pub. L. 110–246, § 2708(2), added sub-
secs. (f) to (i). 

2004—Subsec. (b)(4)(B). Pub. L. 108–271 substituted 
‘‘Government Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Ac-
counting Office’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 8701 of Title 7, Agriculture. 
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§ 3845. Environmental services markets 

(a) Technical guidelines required 

The Secretary shall establish technical guide-
lines that outline science-based methods to 
measure the environmental services benefits 
from conservation and land management activi-
ties in order to facilitate the participation of 
farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners in 
emerging environmental services markets. The 
Secretary shall give priority to the establish-
ment of guidelines related to farmer, rancher, 
and forest landowner participation in carbon 
markets. 

(b) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish guidelines under 
subsection (a) for use in developing the follow-
ing: 

(1) A procedure to measure environmental 
services benefits. 

(2) A protocol to report environmental serv-
ices benefits. 

(3) A registry to collect, record and maintain 
the benefits measured. 

(c) Verification requirements 

(1) Verification of reports 

The Secretary shall establish guidelines for 
a process to verify that a farmer, rancher, or 
forest landowner who reports an environ-
mental services benefit pursuant to the proto-
col required by paragraph (2) of subsection (b) 
for inclusion in the registry required by para-
graph (3) of such subsection has implemented 
the conservation or land management activity 
covered by the report. 

(2) Role of third parties 

In establishing the verification guidelines 
required by paragraph (1), the Secretary shall 
consider the role of third-parties in conduct-
ing independent verification of benefits pro-
duced for environmental services markets and 
other functions, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(d) Use of existing information 

In carrying out subsection (b), the Secretary 
shall build on activities or information in exist-
ence on the date of the enactment of the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 regarding 
environmental services markets. 

(e) Consultation 

In carrying out this section, the Secretary 
shall consult with the following: 

(1) Federal and State government agencies. 
(2) Nongovernmental interests including— 

(A) farm, ranch, and forestry producers; 
(B) financial institutions involved in envi-

ronmental services trading; 
(C) institutions of higher education with 

relevant expertise or experience; 
(D) nongovernmental organizations with 

relevant expertise or experience; and 
(E) private sector representatives with rel-

evant expertise or experience. 

(3) Other interested persons, as determined 
by the Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1245, as added Pub. L. 
110–234, title II, § 2709, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1081, 

and Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title II, § 2709, June 18, 
2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1809.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008, referred to in subsec (d), is the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–246, which was ap-
proved June 18, 2008. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 
sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 
Pub. L. 110–246. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3845, Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1245, 
Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1516; Pub. L. 101–624, title XIV, 
§ 1443, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3602; Pub. L. 102–552, title 
V, § 516(b)(1), Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4137, related to au-
thorization of appropriations, prior to the general 
amendment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 104–127. 

A prior section 3846, Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1246, as 
added Pub. L. 101–624, title XIV, § 1444, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3602, directed Secretary to report to Congress on 
erodible land and wetland conservation program, prior 
to repeal by Pub. L. 104–66, title I, § 1011(a), Dec. 21, 1995, 
109 Stat. 709. 

A prior section 3847, Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1247, as 
added Pub. L. 101–624, title XIV, § 1445, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3603; amended Pub. L. 102–237, title II, § 204(8), Dec. 
13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1855, which related to assistance for 
control of spread of weeds and pests, was omitted in the 
general amendment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 
104–127. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Enactment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 8701 of 
Title 7, Agriculture. 

SUBCHAPTER V–A—OTHER CONSERVATION 
PROGRAMS 

§ 3851. Agriculture conservation experienced 
services program 

(a) Establishment and purpose 

The Secretary shall establish a conservation 
experienced services program (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘ACES Program’’) for the pur-
pose of utilizing the talents of individuals who 
are age 55 or older, but who are not employees 
of the Department of Agriculture or a State ag-
riculture department, to provide technical serv-
ices in support of the conservation-related pro-
grams and authorities carried out by the Sec-
retary. Such technical services may include con-
servation planning assistance, technical con-
sultation, and assistance with design and imple-
mentation of conservation practices. 

(b) Program agreements 

(1) Relation to older American community 
service employment program 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law 
relating to Federal grants, cooperative agree-
ments, or contracts, to carry out the ACES 
program during a fiscal year, the Secretary 
may enter into agreements with nonprofit pri-
vate agencies and organizations eligible to re-
ceive grants for that fiscal year under the 
Community Service Senior Opportunities Act 
(42 U.S.C. 3056 et seq.) to secure participants 
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