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NATIONAL CAVE AND KARST RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

Pub. L. 105–325, Oct. 30, 1998, 112 Stat. 3038, as amend-
ed by Pub. L. 111–11, title VII, § 7305, Mar. 30, 2009, 123 
Stat. 1219, provided that: 

‘‘SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘National Cave and 
Karst Research Institute Act of 1998’. 

‘‘SEC. 2. PURPOSES. 

‘‘The purposes of this Act are— 
‘‘(1) to further the science of speleology; 
‘‘(2) to centralize and standardize speleological in-

formation; 
‘‘(3) to foster interdisciplinary cooperation in cave 

and karst research programs; 
‘‘(4) to promote public education; 
‘‘(5) to promote national and international coopera-

tion in protecting the environment for the benefit of 
cave and karst landforms; and 

‘‘(6) to promote and develop environmentally sound 
and sustainable resource management practices. 

‘‘SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INSTITUTE. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Interior (re-
ferred to in this Act as the ‘Secretary’), acting through 
the Director of the National Park Service, shall estab-
lish the National Cave and Karst Research Institute 
(referred to in this Act as the ‘Institute’). 

‘‘(b) PURPOSES.—The Institute shall, to the extent 
practicable, further the purposes of this Act. 

‘‘(c) LOCATION.—The Institute shall be located in the 
vicinity of Carlsbad Caverns National Park, in the 
State of New Mexico. The Institute shall not be located 
inside the boundaries of Carlsbad Caverns National 
Park. 

‘‘SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATION OF THE INSTITUTE. 

‘‘(a) MANAGEMENT.—The Institute shall be jointly ad-
ministered by the National Park Service and a public 
or private agency, organization, or institution, as de-
termined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(b) GUIDELINES.—The Institute shall be operated and 
managed in accordance with the study prepared by the 
National Park Service pursuant to section 203 of the 
Act entitled ‘An Act to conduct certain studies in the 
State of New Mexico’, approved November 15, 1990 (Pub-
lic Law 101–578; 16 U.S.C. 4310 note). 

‘‘(c) CONTRACTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The 
Secretary may enter into a contract or cooperative 
agreement with a public or private agency, organiza-
tion, or institution to carry out this Act. 

‘‘(d) FACILITY.— 
‘‘(1) LEASING OR ACQUIRING A FACILITY.—The Sec-

retary may lease or acquire a facility for the Insti-
tute. 

‘‘(2) CONSTRUCTION OF A FACILITY.—If the Secretary 
determines that a suitable facility is not available 
for a lease or acquisition under paragraph (1), the 
Secretary may construct a facility for the Institute. 
‘‘(e) ACCEPTANCE OF GRANTS AND TRANSFERS.—To 

carry out this Act, the Secretary may accept— 
‘‘(1) a grant or donation from a private person; or 
‘‘(2) a transfer of funds from another Federal agen-

cy. 

‘‘SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated such sums 
as are necessary to carry out this Act.’’ 

CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS 

Section 201 of Pub. L. 101–578 provided that: ‘‘The 
Congress makes the following findings: 

‘‘(1) The World’s most exposed fossil reef, Capitan 
Reef, in southern New Mexico that includes Carlsbad 
Caverns, contains over 300 caves, including 75 identi-
fied caves in Carlsbad Caverns National Park and 22 
caves in Guadalupe Mountains National Park. 

‘‘(2) Recent explorations of Lechuguilla Cave at 
Carlsbad Caverns National Park have provided much 
new information about the wonders of this cave in-

cluding the fact that it is the second deepest cave in 
the United States and contains outstanding world- 
class cave features such as gypsum crystal chan-
deliers and gypsum flowers. 

‘‘(3) The Lechuguilla Cave has been described by 
cave researchers as possibly the finest cave in Amer-
ica. 

‘‘(4) The interest and excitement of cave research-
ers throughout the world have been focused on Carls-
bad Caverns National Park. 

‘‘(5) Cave researchers could use this research insti-
tute as an operational base for study of caves in other 
regions and as a focal point for storage of data on 
cave geology and speleology. 

‘‘(6) The Congress, with the passage of Public Law 
100–691, the Federal Cave Resources Protection Act of 
1988 [16 U.S.C. 4301 et seq.], recognized the signifi-
cance of cave resources on Federal lands and estab-
lished the policy that Federal lands be managed in a 
manner which protects and maintains, to the extent 
practicable, significant cave resources.’’ 

CAVE RESEARCH INSTITUTE STUDY 

Section 203 of Pub. L. 101–578 directed Secretary of 
the Interior, not later than one year after Nov. 15, 1990, 
to prepare and transmit to Congress a study on the fea-
sibility of establishing a Cave Research Institute. 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Section 204 of title II of Pub. L. 101–578 provided that: 
‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as 
may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
title [enacting this section and provisions set out as 
notes above].’’ 
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§ 4401. Findings and statement of purpose 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds and declares that— 
(1) the maintenance of healthy populations 

of migratory birds in North America is de-
pendent on the protection, restoration, and 
management of wetland ecosystems and asso-
ciated habitats in Canada, as well as in the 
United States and Mexico; 

(2) wetland ecosystems provide essential and 
significant habitat for fish, shellfish, and 
other wildlife of commercial, recreational, sci-
entific, and aesthetic values; 

(3) almost 35 per centum of all rare, threat-
ened, and endangered species of animals are 
dependent on wetland ecosystems; 
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