
Page 2403 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 6231 

1 So in original. 

fees under subsection (a)(2) of this section 
until— 

(A) the cabin owner requests a new ap-
praisal or peer review, and a base cabin user 
fee is established, under subsection (c) of 
this section; or 

(B) in the absence of a request for a peer 
review or a new appraisal under subsection 
(c) of this section, the date that is 2 years 
after the date on which the Forest Service 
promulgates regulations and policies and de-
velops appraisal guidelines under this chap-
ter. 

(c) Request for new appraisal under new law 

(1) In general 

Not later than 2 years after the promulga-
tion of final regulations and policies and the 
development of appraisal guidelines in accord-
ance with section 6205(a)(5) of this title, cabin 
owners that are subject to appraisals com-
pleted after September 30, 1995, but before the 
date of promulgation of final regulations 
under section 6212 of this title, may request, in 
accordance with paragraph (2), that the Sec-
retary— 

(A) conduct a new appraisal and determine 
a new base cabin user fee in accordance with 
this chapter; or 

(B) commission a peer review of the exist-
ing appraisals in accordance with paragraph 
(4). 

(2) Appraisal groupings by typical lot 

A request for a new appraisal or for a peer 
review of existing appraisals under paragraph 
(1) shall be made by a majority of the cabin 
owners in a group of cabins represented in the 
appraisal process by a typical lot. 

(3) Conduct of new appraisal 

On receipt of a request for an appraisal and 
fee determination in accordance with para-
graph (2), the Secretary shall conduct the new 
appraisal and fee determination in accordance 
with this chapter. 

(4) Peer review of existing appraisals 

(A) In general 

On receipt of a request for peer review in 
accordance with paragraph (2), the Secretary 
shall obtain from an independent profes-
sional appraisal organization a review of the 
appraisal (including any report on the ap-
praisal) that was used to establish the esti-
mated fee simple value of the lots within the 
subject grouping. 

(B) Inconsistency 

If peer review described in subparagraph 
(A) results in a determination that an ap-
praisal or appraisal report includes provi-
sions or procedures that were implemented 
or conducted in a manner inconsistent with 
this chapter, the Secretary shall, as appro-
priate and in accordance with this chapter— 

(i) revise an existing base cabin user fee; 
or 

(ii) subject to an agreement with the 
cabin owners, conduct a new appraisal and 
fee determination. 

(5) Payment of costs 

Cabin owners and the Secretary shall share, 
in equal proportion, the payment of all reason-
able costs of any new appraisal or peer review. 

(d) Assumption of new base cabin user fee 

In the absence of a request under subsection 
(c) of this section for a new appraisal and fee de-
termination from a cabin owner whose cabin 
user fee was determined as a result of an ap-
praisal conducted after September 30, 1995, but 
before the date of promulgation of final regula-
tions under section 6212 of this title, the Sec-
retary may consider the base cabin user fee re-
sulting from the appraisal conducted between 
September 30, 1995 and the date of promulgation 
of the final regulations under section 6212 of this 
title, to be the base cabin user fee that complies 
with this section. 

(Pub. L. 106–291, title VI, § 614, Oct. 11, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1022.) 
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§ 6231. Findings, purpose, and definitions 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Organizational camps, such as those ad-

ministered by the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
and faith-based and community-based organi-
zations, provide a valuable service to young 
people, individuals with a disability, and their 
families by promoting physical, mental, and 
spiritual health through activities conducted 
in a natural environment. 

(2) The 192,000,0000 1 acres of national forests 
and grasslands of the National Forest System 
managed for multiple uses by the Forest Serv-
ice provides an ideal setting for such organiza-
tional camps. 

(3) The Federal Government should charge 
land use fees for the occupancy and use of Na-
tional Forest System lands by such organiza-
tional camps that, while based on the fair 
market value of the land in use, also recognize 
the benefits provided to society by such orga-
nizational camps, do not preclude the ability 
of such organizational camps from utilizing 
these lands, and permit capital investment in, 
and maintenance of, camp facilities by such 
organizational camps or their sponsoring orga-
nizations. 

(4) Organizational camps should— 
(A) ensure that their facilities meet appli-

cable building and safety codes, including 
fire and health codes; 

(B) have annual inspections as required by 
local law, including at a minimum inspec-
tions for fire and food safety; and 
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(C) have in place safety plans that address 
fire and medical emergencies and encounters 
with wildlife. 

(b) Purpose 

It is the purpose of this chapter to establish a 
land use fee system that provides for an equi-
table return to the Federal Government for the 
occupancy and use of National Forest System 
lands by organizational camps that serve young 
people or individuals with a disability. 

(c) Definitions 

In this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘organizational camp’’ means a 

public or semipublic camp that— 
(A) is developed on National Forest Sys-

tem lands by a nonprofit organization or 
governmental entity; 

(B) provides a valuable service to the pub-
lic by using such lands as a setting to intro-
duce young people or individuals with a dis-
ability to activities that they may not 
otherwise experience and to educate them on 
natural resource issues; and 

(C) does not have as its primary purpose 
raising revenue through commercial activi-
ties. 

(2) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, acting through the 
Chief of the Forest Service. 

(3) The term ‘‘individual with a disability’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
705(20) of title 29. 

(4) The term ‘‘children at risk’’ means chil-
dren who are raised in poverty or in single- 
parent homes or are subject to such circum-
stances as parental drug abuse, homelessness, 
or child abuse. 

(5) The term ‘‘change in control’’ means— 
(A) for a corporation, the sale or transfer 

of a controlling interest in the corporation; 
(B) for a partnership or limited liability 

company, the sale or transfer of a control-
ling interest in the partnership or limited li-
ability company; and 

(C) for an individual, the sale or transfer 
or an organizational camp subject to this 
chapter to another party. 

(Pub. L. 108–7, div. F, title V, § 502, Feb. 20, 2003, 
117 Stat. 294.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (b) and (c), was 
in the original ‘‘this Act’’, which was translated as 
reading ‘‘this title’’, meaning title V of div. F of Pub. 
L. 108–7, known as the National Forest Organizational 
Camp Fee Improvement Act of 2003, to reflect the prob-
able intent of Congress. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. F, title V, § 501, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 
Stat. 294, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this chap-
ter] may be cited as the ‘National Forest Organiza-
tional Camp Fee Improvement Act of 2003’.’’ 

§ 6232. Fees for occupancy and use of National 
Forest System lands and facilities by organi-
zational camps 

(a) Land use fee 

(1) Percentage of land value 

The Secretary shall charge an annual land 
use fee for each organizational camp for its oc-

cupancy and use of National Forest System 
lands equal to 5 percent of the product of the 
following: 

(A) The total number of acres of National 
Forest System lands authorized for the orga-
nizational camp. 

(B) The estimated per-acre market value 
of land and buildings in the county where 
the camp is located, as reported in the most 
recent Census of Agriculture conducted by 
the National Agricultural Statistics Service. 

(2) Annual adjustment 

The land use fee determined under para-
graph (1) for an organizational camp shall be 
adjusted annually by the annual compounded 
rate of change between the two most recent 
Censuses of Agriculture. 

(3) Reduction in fees 

(A) Type of participants 

The Secretary shall reduce the land use fee 
determined under paragraph (1) propor-
tionate to the number of individuals with a 
disability and children at risk who annually 
attend the organizational camp. 

(B) Type of programs 

After making the reduction required by 
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall reduce 
the remaining land use fee amount by up to 
60 percent, proportionate to the number of 
persons who annually attend the organiza-
tional camp who participate in youth pro-
grams through organized and supervised so-
cial, citizenship, character-building, or 
faith-based activities oriented to outdoor- 
recreation experiences. 

(C) Relation to minimum fee 

The reductions made under this paragraph 
may not reduce the land use fee for an orga-
nizational camp below the minimum land 
use fee required to be charged under para-
graph (4). 

(D) Special considerations 

For purposes of determining the amount of 
the land use fee reduction required under 
subparagraph (A) or (B), the Secretary may 
not take into consideration the existence of 
sponsorships or scholarships to assist per-
sons in attending the organizational camp. 

(4) Minimum land use fee 

The Secretary shall charge a minimum land 
use fee under paragraph (1) that represents, on 
average, the Secretary’s cost annually to ad-
minister an organizational camp special use 
authorization in the National Forest Region in 
which the organizational camp is located. Not-
withstanding paragraph (3) or subsection (d), 
the minimum land use fee shall not be subject 
to a reduction or waiver. 

(b) Facility use fee 

(1) Percentage of facilities value 

If an organizational camp uses a Govern-
ment-owned facility on National Forest Sys-
tem lands pursuant to section 580d of this 
title, the Secretary shall charge, in addition 
to the land use fee imposed under subsection 
(a), a facility use fee equal to 5 percent of the 
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