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title III, § 301(a)(1), June 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 326; amended 
Pub. L. 96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), (b)(2), title V, § 507, 
Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 677, 678, 692, authorized Secretary 
to establish necessary advisory councils. 

Section 1233b, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 443, formerly 
§ 433, as added Pub. L. 91–230, title IV, § 401(a)(10), Apr. 
13, 1970, 84 Stat. 171; renumbered § 443, Pub. L. 92–318, 
title III, § 301(a)(1), June 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 326; amended 
Pub. L. 93–380, title V, § 516(a), Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 575; 
Pub. L. 94–482, title IV, § 411, title V, § 501(a)(10), Oct. 12, 
1976, 90 Stat. 2234, 2235; Pub. L. 96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), 
title V, § 507, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692, related to 
statutory advisory councils. 

Section 1233c, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 444, formerly 
§ 434, as added Pub. L. 91–230, title IV, § 401(a)(10), Apr. 
13, 1970, 84 Stat. 171; renumbered § 444, Pub. L. 92–318, 
title III, § 301(a)(1), June 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 326; amended 
Pub. L. 96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), title V, § 507, Oct. 17, 
1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692, related to compensation and trav-
el expenses of members of advisory councils. 

Section 1233d, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 445, formerly 
§ 435, as added Pub. L. 91–230, title IV, § 401(a)(10), Apr. 
13, 1970, 84 Stat. 171; renumbered § 445, Pub. L. 92–318, 
title III, § 301(a)(1), June 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 326; amended 
Pub. L. 93–380, title V, § 517(a), Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 575; 
Pub. L. 96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), title V, § 507, Oct. 17, 
1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692, related to professional, technical, 
and clerical staff of advisory councils. 

Section 1233e, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 446, formerly 
§ 436, as added Pub. L. 91–230, title IV, § 401(a)(10), Apr. 
13, 1970, 84 Stat. 172; renumbered § 446, Pub. L. 92–318, 
title III, § 301(a)(1), June 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 326; amended 
Pub. L. 96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), title V, § 507, Oct. 17, 
1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692, related to advisory council meet-
ings. 

Section 1233f, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 447, formerly 
§ 437, as added Pub. L. 91–230, title IV, § 401(a)(10), Apr. 
13, 1970, 84 Stat. 172; renumbered § 447, Pub. L. 92–318, 
title III, § 301(a)(1), June 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 326; amended 
Pub. L. 93–380, title V, § 517(b), Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 575; 
Pub. L. 96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), title V, § 507, Oct. 17, 
1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692, related to auditing and review of 
advisory council activities. 

Section 1233g, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 448, formerly 
§ 438, as added Pub. L. 91–230, title IV, § 401(a)(10), Apr. 
13, 1970, 84 Stat. 172; renumbered § 448, Pub. L. 92–318, 
title III, § 301(a)(1), June 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 326; amended 
S. Res. 4, Feb. 4, 1977; Pub. L. 95–43, § 1(d), June 15, 1977, 
91 Stat. 219; S. Res. 30, Mar. 7, 1979; Pub. L. 96–88, title 
III, § 301(a)(1), title V, § 507, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692; 
Pub. L. 103–437, § 7(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4587, re-
lated to reports by Secretary. 

Section 1233h, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 449, as added 
Pub. L. 93–380, title V, § 518(a), Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 575, 
related to application of other laws to advisory coun-
cils under former subchapter IV of this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107–279 substituted ‘‘section 
9543(a)(6) of this title’’ for ‘‘section 9003(a)(6) of this 
title’’. 

Pub. L. 107–110 made technical amendment to ref-
erence in original act which appears in text as ref-
erence to section 9003(a)(6) of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–110 effective Jan. 8, 2002, 
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 
L. 107–110, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-
tion 6301 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ENFORCEMENT 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior subchapter IV, consisting of sections 1233 to 
1233h, was repealed by Pub. L. 103–382, title II, 
§ 212(a)(2), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3913. See note set out 
under section 1232j of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–382, title II, § 212(b)(2), Oct. 20, 1994, 
108 Stat. 3913, redesignated subchapter V of this chap-
ter as this subchapter. 

§ 1234. Office of Administrative Law Judges 

(a) Establishment; duties 

The Secretary shall establish in the Depart-
ment of Education an Office of Administrative 
Law Judges (hereinafter in this subchapter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Office’’) which shall conduct— 

(1) recovery of funds hearings pursuant to 
section 1234a of this title, 

(2) withholding hearings pursuant to section 
1234d of this title, 

(3) cease and desist hearings pursuant to sec-
tion 1234e of this title, and 

(4) other proceedings designated by the Sec-
retary. 

(b) Appointment 

The administrative law judges (hereinafter 
‘‘judges’’) of the Office shall be appointed by the 
Secretary in accordance with section 3105 of 
title 5. 

(c) Employment requirements; chief judge 

The judges shall be officers or employees of 
the Department. The judges shall meet the re-
quirements imposed for administrative law 
judges pursuant to section 3105 of title 5. In 
choosing among equally qualified candidates for 
such positions the Secretary shall give favorable 
consideration to the candidates’ experience in 
State or local educational agencies and their 
knowledge of the workings of Federal education 
programs in such agencies. The Secretary shall 
designate one of the judges of the Office to be 
the chief judge. 

(d) Assignment of judges 

For the purposes of conducting hearings de-
scribed in subsection (a) of this section, the 
chief judge shall assign a judge to each case or 
class of cases. A judge shall be disqualified in 
any case in which the judge has a substantial in-
terest, has been of counsel, is or has been a ma-
terial witness, or is so related to or connected 
with any party or the party’s attorney as to 
make it improper for the judge to be assigned to 
the case. 

(e) Review and evidentiary functions 

The judge shall review and may require that 
evidence be taken on the sufficiency of the pre-
liminary departmental determination as set 
forth in section 1234a of this title. 

(f) Conduct of proceedings; costs and fees of par-
ties 

(1) The proceedings of the Office shall be con-
ducted according to such rules as the Secretary 
shall prescribe by regulation in conformance 
with the rules relating to hearings in title 5, 
sections 554, 556, and 557. 

(2) The provisions of title 5, section 504, relat-
ing to costs and fees of parties, shall apply to 
the proceedings before the Department. 

(g) Discovery; scope, time, etc.; issue and en-
forcement of subpoenas 

(1) In order to secure a fair, expeditious, and 
economical resolution of cases and where the 
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judge determines that the discovered informa-
tion is likely to elicit relevant information with 
respect to an issue in the case, is not sought pri-
marily for the purposes of delay or harassment, 
and would serve the ends of justice, the judge 
may order a party to— 

(A) produce relevant documents; 
(B) answer written interrogatories that in-

quire into relevant matters; and 
(C) have depositions taken. 

The judge shall set a time limit of 90 days on the 
discovery period. The judge may extend this pe-
riod for good cause shown. At the request of any 
party, the judge may establish a specific sched-
ule for the conduct of discovery. 

(2) In order to carry out the provisions of sub-
sections (f)(1) and (g)(1) of this section, the judge 
is authorized to issue subpoenas and apply to 
the appropriate court of the United States for 
enforcement of a subpoena. The court may en-
force the subpoena as if it pertained to a pro-
ceeding before that court. 

(h) Mediation of disputes 

The Secretary shall establish a process for the 
voluntary mediation of disputes pending before 
the Office. The mediator shall be agreed to by 
all parties involved in mediation and shall be 
independent of the parties to the dispute. In the 
mediation of disputes the Secretary shall con-
sider mitigating circumstances and proportion 
of harm pursuant to section 1234b of this title. 
In accordance with rule 408 of the Federal Rules 
of Evidence, evidence of conduct or statements 
made in compromise negotiations shall not be 
admissible in proceedings before the Office. Me-
diation shall be limited to 120 days, except that 
the mediator may grant extensions of such pe-
riod. 

(i) Professional personnel; employment, assign-
ment, or transfer 

The Secretary shall employ, assign, or trans-
fer sufficient professional personnel, including 
judges of the Office, to ensure that all matters 
brought before the Office may be dealt with in a 
timely manner. 

(Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 451, as added Pub. L. 
95–561, title XII, § 1232, Nov. 1, 1978, 92 Stat. 2346; 
amended Pub. L. 100–297, title III, § 3501(a), Apr. 
28, 1988, 102 Stat. 349.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Rules of Evidence, referred to in subsec. 
(h), are set out in the Appendix to Title 28, Judiciary 
and Judicial Procedure. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–297 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to Office of Administra-
tive Law Judges for provisions relating to Education 
Appeal Board. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Section 3501(b) of Pub. L. 100–297 provided that: 
‘‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the amend-

ments made by this section [enacting sections 1234f to 
1234i of this title and amending this section and sec-
tions 1232d and 1234a to 1234e of this title] shall be effec-
tive 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act 
[Apr. 28, 1988]. 

‘‘(2) The amendments made by this part [part D 
(§ 3501) of title III of Pub. L. 100–297, enacting sections 

1234f to 1234i of this title and amending this section and 
sections 1232d and 1234a to 1234e of this title] shall not 
apply to any case in which the recipient, prior to the 
effective date of this part, received a written notice 
that such recipient must return funds to the Depart-
ment.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subchapter effective 120 days after Nov. 1, 1978, see 
section 1261 of Pub. L. 95–561, set out as a note under 
section 1232c of this title. 

§ 1234a. Recovery of funds 

(a) Preliminary departmental decision; grounds 
of determination; notice requirements; prima 
facie case; amount of funds recoverable 

(1) Whenever the Secretary determines that a 
recipient of a grant or cooperative agreement 
under an applicable program must return funds 
because the recipient has made an expenditure 
of funds that is not allowable under that grant 
or cooperative agreement, or has otherwise 
failed to discharge its obligation to account 
properly for funds under the grant or coopera-
tive agreement, the Secretary shall give the re-
cipient written notice of a preliminary depart-
mental decision and notify the recipient of its 
right to have that decision reviewed by the Of-
fice and of its right to request mediation. 

(2) In a preliminary departmental decision, the 
Secretary shall have the burden of establishing 
a prima facie case for the recovery of funds, in-
cluding an analysis reflecting the value of the 
program services actually obtained in a deter-
mination of harm to the Federal interest. The 
facts to serve as the basis of the preliminary de-
partmental decision may come from an audit re-
port, an investigative report, a monitoring re-
port, or other evidence. The amount of funds to 
be recovered shall be determined on the basis of 
section 1234b of this title. 

(3) For the purpose of paragraph (2), failure by 
a recipient to maintain records required by law, 
or to allow the Secretary access to such records, 
shall constitute a prima facie case. 

(b) Review of preliminary departmental decision; 
form and contents of application for review; 
inadequate preliminary decisions; duties of 
recipient to subrecipients after preliminary 
decision; burden of proof 

(1) A recipient that has received written no-
tice of a preliminary departmental decision and 
that desires to have such decision reviewed by 
the Office shall submit to the Office an applica-
tion for review not later than 60 days after re-
ceipt of notice of the preliminary departmental 
decision. The application shall be in the form 
and contain the information specified by the Of-
fice. As expeditiously as possible, the Office 
shall return to the Secretary for such action as 
the Secretary considers appropriate any prelimi-
nary departmental decision which the Office de-
termines does not meet the requirements of sub-
section (a)(2) of this section. 

(2) In cases where the preliminary depart-
mental decision requests a recovery of funds 
from a State recipient, that State recipient may 
not recover funds from an affected local edu-
cational agency unless that State recipient 
has— 

(A) transmitted a copy of the preliminary 
departmental decision to any affected sub-
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recipient within 10 days of the date that the 
State recipient in a State administered pro-
gram received such written notice; and 

(B) consulted with each affected subrecipient 
to determine whether the State recipient 
should submit an application for review under 
paragraph (1). 

(3) In any proceeding before the Office under 
this section, the burden shall be upon the recipi-
ent to demonstrate that it should not be re-
quired to return the amount of funds for which 
recovery is sought in the preliminary depart-
mental decision under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion. 

(c) Time for hearing 

A hearing shall be set 90 days after receipt of 
a request for review of a preliminary depart-
mental decision by the Office, except that such 
90-day requirement may be waived at the discre-
tion of the judge for good cause. 

(d) Review of findings of fact in preliminary de-
cision; conclusiveness; remand; new or modi-
fied findings 

(1) Upon review of a decision of the Office by 
the Secretary, the findings of fact by the Office, 
if supported by substantial evidence, shall be 
conclusive. However, the Secretary, for good 
cause shown, may remand the case to the Office 
to take further evidence, and the Office may 
thereupon make new or modified findings of fact 
and may modify its previous action. Such new 
or modified findings of fact shall likewise be 
conclusive if supported by substantial evidence. 

(2) During the conduct of such review, there 
shall not be any ex parte contact between the 
Secretary and individuals representing the De-
partment or the recipient. 

(e) Time for filing petition for review of prelimi-
nary decision 

Parties to the proceeding shall have 30 days to 
file a petition for review of a decision of the ad-
ministrative law judges with the Office of the 
Secretary. 

(f) Stay of collection or other adverse action by 
Secretary against recipient 

(1) If a recipient submits a timely application 
for review of a preliminary departmental deci-
sion, the Secretary shall take no collection ac-
tion until the decision of the Office upholding 
the preliminary Department decision in whole 
or in part becomes final agency action under 
subsection (g) of this section. 

(2) If a recipient files a timely petition for ju-
dicial review under section 1234g of this title, 
the Secretary shall take no collection action 
until judicial review is completed. 

(3) The filing of an application for review 
under paragraph (1) or a petition for judicial re-
view under paragraph (2) shall not affect the au-
thority of the Secretary to take any other ad-
verse action under this subchapter against the 
recipient. 

(g) Preliminary decision as final agency action 

A decision of the Office regarding the review 
of a preliminary departmental decision shall be-
come final agency action 60 days after the recip-
ient receives written notice of the decision un-
less the Secretary either— 

(1) modifies or sets aside the decision, in 
whole or in part, in which case the decision of 
the Secretary shall become final agency ac-
tion when the recipient receives written no-
tice of the Secretary’s action, or 

(2) remands the decision to the Office. 

(h) Publication of decisions as final agency ac-
tions 

The Secretary shall publish decisions that 
have become final agency action under sub-
section (g) of this section in the Federal Reg-
ister or in another appropriate publication with-
in 60 days. 

(i) Collection amounts and procedures 

The amount of a preliminary departmental de-
cision under subsection (a) of this section for 
which review has not been requested in accord-
ance with subsection (b) of this section, and the 
amount sustained by a decision of the Office or 
the Secretary which becomes final agency ac-
tion under subsection (g) of this section, may be 
collected by the Secretary in accordance with 
chapter 37 of title 31. 

(j) Compromise of preliminary departmental de-
cisions; preconditions; notice requirements 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Secretary may, subject to the notice re-
quirements of paragraph (2), compromise any 
preliminary departmental decision under this 
section which does not exceed the amount 
agreed to be returned by more than $200,000, if 
the Secretary determines that (A) the collection 
of any or all or the amount thereof would not be 
practical or in the public interest, and (B) the 
practice which resulted in the preliminary de-
partmental decision has been corrected and will 
not recur. 

(2) Not less than 45 days prior to the exercise 
of the authority to compromise a preliminary 
departmental decision pursuant to paragraph 
(1), the Secretary shall publish in the Federal 
Register a notice of intention to do so. The no-
tice shall provide interested persons an oppor-
tunity to comment on any proposed action 
under this subsection through the submission of 
written data, views, or arguments. 

(k) Limitation period respecting return of funds 

No recipient under an applicable program 
shall be liable to return funds which were ex-
pended in a manner not authorized by law more 
than 5 years before the recipient received writ-
ten notice of a preliminary departmental deci-
sion. 

(l) Foregoing of interest during period of admin-
istrative review 

No interest shall be charged arising from a 
claim during the administrative review of the 
preliminary departmental decision. 

(Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 452, as added Pub. L. 
95–561, title XII, § 1232, Nov. 1, 1978, 92 Stat. 2347; 
amended Pub. L. 100–297, title III, § 3501(a), Apr. 
28, 1988, 102 Stat. 350; Pub. L. 103–382, title II, 
§ 250(a), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3926.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 103–382, § 250(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘establishing a prima facie case for the recov-
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ery of funds, including an analysis reflecting the value 
of the program services actually obtained in a deter-
mination of harm to the Federal interest.’’ for ‘‘stating 
a prima facie case for the recovery of funds.’’ 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 103–382, § 250(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘60 days’’ for ‘‘30 days’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103–382, § 250(a)(3), designated ex-
isting provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

1988—Pub. L. 100–297 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to recovery of funds for 
provisions relating to audit determinations. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–297 effective 180 days after 
Apr. 28, 1988, but not applicable to recipients receiving 
written notice to return funds prior to that date, see 
section 3501(b) of Pub. L. 100–297, set out as a note 
under section 1234 of this title. 

§ 1234b. Measure of recovery 

(a) Amount returned proportionate to extent of 
harm violation caused to an identifiable Fed-
eral interest; reduction; determination of 
identifiable Federal interest 

(1) A recipient determined to have made an 
unallowable expenditure, or to have otherwise 
failed to discharge its responsibility to account 
properly for funds, shall be required to return 
funds in an amount that is proportionate to the 
extent of the harm its violation caused to an 
identifiable Federal interest associated with the 
program under which the recipient received the 
award. Such amount shall be reduced in whole 
or in part by an amount that is proportionate to 
the extent the mitigating circumstances caused 
the violation. 

(2) For the purpose of paragraph (1), an identi-
fiable Federal interest includes, but is not lim-
ited to, serving only eligible beneficiaries; pro-
viding only authorized services or benefits; com-
plying with expenditure requirements and condi-
tions (such as set-aside, excess cost, mainte-
nance of effort, comparability, supplement-not- 
supplant, and matching requirements); preserv-
ing the integrity of planning, application, rec-
ordkeeping, and reporting requirements; and 
maintaining accountability for the use of funds. 

(b) Reduction or waiver of amount based on 
mitigating circumstances; burden of proof; 
determination of mitigating circumstances; 
weight, etc., of written request for guidance 

(1) When a State or local educational agency is 
determined to have made an unallowable ex-
penditure, or to have otherwise failed to dis-
charge its responsibility to account properly for 
funds, and mitigating circumstances exist, as 
described in paragraph (2), the judge shall re-
duce such amount by an amount that is propor-
tionate to the extent the mitigating circum-
stances caused the violation. Furthermore, the 
judge is authorized to determine that no recov-
ery is justified when mitigating circumstances 
warrant. The burden of demonstrating the exist-
ence of mitigating circumstances shall be upon 
the State or local educational agency. 

(2) For the purpose of paragraph (1), mitigat-
ing circumstances exist only when it would be 
unjust to compel the recovery of funds because 
the State or local educational agency— 

(A) actually and reasonably relied upon erro-
neous written guidance provided by the De-
partment; 

(B) made an expenditure or engaged in a 
practice after— 

(i) the State or local educational agency 
submitted to the Secretary, in good faith, a 
written request for guidance with respect to 
the expenditure or practice at issue, and 

(ii) a Department official did not respond 
within 90 days of receipt by the Department 
of such request; or 

(C) actually and reasonably relied upon a ju-
dicial decree issued to the recipient. 

(3) A written request for guidance as described 
in paragraph (2) sent by certified mail (return 
receipt requested) shall be conclusive proof of 
receipt by the Department. 

(4) If the Secretary responds to a written re-
quest for guidance described in paragraph (2)(B) 
more than 90 days after its receipt, the State or 
local educational agency that submitted the re-
quest shall comply with the guidance received 
at the earliest practicable time. 

(5) In order to demonstrate the existence of 
the mitigating circumstances described in para-
graph (2)(B), the State or local educational 
agency shall demonstrate that— 

(A) the written request for guidance accu-
rately described the proposed expenditure or 
practice and included the facts necessary for a 
determination of its legality; and 

(B) the written request for guidance con-
tained a certification by the chief legal officer 
of the State educational agency that such offi-
cer had examined the proposed expenditure or 
practice and believed the proposed expenditure 
or practice was permissible under then appli-
cable State and Federal law; and 

(C) the State or local educational agency 
reasonably believed that the proposed expendi-
ture or practice was permissible under then 
applicable State and Federal law. 

(6) The Secretary shall disseminate to State 
educational agencies responses to written re-
quests for guidance, described in paragraph (5), 
that reflect significant interpretations of appli-
cable law or policy. 

(c) Review of written requests for guidance on 
periodic basis 

The Secretary shall periodically review the 
written requests for guidance submitted under 
this section to determine the need for new or 
supplementary regulatory or other guidance 
under applicable programs. 

(Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 453, as added Pub. L. 
95–561, title XII, § 1232, Nov. 1, 1978, 92 Stat. 2349; 
amended Pub. L. 100–297, title III, § 3501(a), Apr. 
28, 1988, 102 Stat. 353.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–297 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to measure of recovery for 
provisions relating to withholdings. See section 1234d of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–297 effective 180 days after 
Apr. 28, 1988, but not applicable to recipients receiving 
written notice to return funds prior to that date, see 
section 3501(b) of Pub. L. 100–297, set out as a note 
under section 1234 of this title. 
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§ 1234c. Remedies for existing violations 

(a) Whenever the Secretary has reason to be-
lieve that any recipient of funds under any ap-
plicable program is failing to comply substan-
tially with any requirement of law applicable to 
such funds, the Secretary may— 

(1) withhold further payments under that 
program, as authorized by section 1234d of this 
title; 

(2) issue a complaint to compel compliance 
through a cease and desist order of the Office, 
as authorized by section 1234e of this title; 

(3) enter into a compliance agreement with a 
recipient to bring it into compliance, as au-
thorized by section 1234f of this title; or 

(4) take any other action authorized by law 
with respect to the recipient. 

(b) Any action, or failure to take action, by 
the Secretary under this section shall not pre-
clude the Secretary from seeking a recovery of 
funds under section 1234a of this title. 

(Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 454, as added Pub. L. 
95–561, title XII, § 1232, Nov. 1, 1978, 92 Stat. 2349; 
amended Pub. L. 100–297, title III, § 3501(a), Apr. 
28, 1988, 102 Stat. 354.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–297 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to remedies for existing 
violations for provisions relating to cease and desist or-
ders. See section 1234e of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–297 effective 180 days after 
Apr. 28, 1988, but not applicable to recipients receiving 
written notice to return funds prior to that date, see 
section 3501(b) of Pub. L. 100–297, set out as a note 
under section 1234 of this title. 

§ 1234d. Withholding 

(a) Discretionary authority over further pay-
ments under applicable program 

In accordance with section 1234c of this title, 
the Secretary may withhold from a recipient, in 
whole or in part, further payments (including 
payments for administrative costs) under an ap-
plicable program. 

(b) Notice requirements 

Before withholding payments, the Secretary 
shall notify the recipient, in writing, of— 

(1) the intent to withhold payments; 
(2) the factual and legal basis for the Sec-

retary’s belief that the recipient has failed to 
comply substantially with a requirement of 
law; and 

(3) an opportunity for a hearing to be held on 
a date at least 30 days after the notification 
has been sent to the recipient. 

(c) Hearing 

The hearing shall be held before the Office and 
shall be conducted in accordance with the rules 
prescribed pursuant to subsections (f) and (g) of 
section 1234 of this title. 

(d) Suspension of payments, authorities, etc. 

Pending the outcome of any hearing under 
this section, the Secretary may suspend pay-
ments to a recipient, suspend the authority of 
the recipient to obligate Federal funds, or both, 

after such recipient has been given reasonable 
notice and an opportunity to show cause why fu-
ture payments or authority to obligate Federal 
funds should not be suspended. 

(e) Findings of fact 

Upon review of a decision of the Office by the 
Secretary, the findings of fact by the Office, if 
supported by substantial evidence, shall be con-
clusive. However, the Secretary, for good cause 
shown, may remand the case to the Office to 
take further evidence, and the Office may there-
upon make new or modified findings of fact and 
may modify its previous action. Such new or 
modified findings of fact shall likewise be con-
clusive if supported by substantial evidence. 

(f) Final agency action 

The decision of the Office in any hearing under 
this section shall become final agency action 60 
days after the recipient receives written notice 
of the decision unless the Secretary either— 

(1) modifies or sets aside the decision, in 
whole or in part, in which case the decision of 
the Secretary shall become final agency ac-
tion when the recipient receives written no-
tice of the Secretary’s action; or 

(2) remands the decision of the Office. 

(Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 455, as added Pub. L. 
95–561, title XII, § 1232, Nov. 1, 1978, 92 Stat. 2350; 
amended Pub. L. 100–297, title III, § 3501(a), Apr. 
28, 1988, 102 Stat. 354.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–297 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to withholding for provi-
sions relating to judicial review. See section 1234g of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–297 effective 180 days after 
Apr. 28, 1988, but not applicable to recipients receiving 
written notice to return funds prior to that date, see 
section 3501(b) of Pub. L. 100–297, set out as a note 
under section 1234 of this title. 

§ 1234e. Cease and desist orders 

(a) Issuance and contents of complaint 

In accordance with section 1234c of this title, 
the Secretary may issue to a recipient under an 
applicable program a complaint which— 

(1) describes the factual and legal basis for 
the Secretary’s belief that the recipient is fail-
ing to comply substantially with a require-
ment of law; and 

(2) contains a notice of a hearing to be held 
before the Office on a date at least 30 days 
after the service of the complaint. 

(b) Appearance contesting order 

The recipient upon which a complaint has 
been served shall have the right to appear before 
the Office on the date specified and to show 
cause why an order should not be entered by the 
Office requiring the recipient to cease and desist 
from the violation of law charged in the com-
plaint. 

(c) Report; issuance of cease and desist order 

The testimony in any hearing held under this 
section shall be reduced to writing and filed 
with the Office. If upon that hearing the Office 
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is of the opinion that the recipient is in viola-
tion of any requirement of law as charged in the 
complaint, the Office shall— 

(1) make a report in writing stating its find-
ings of fact; and 

(2) issue to the recipient an order requiring 
the recipient to cease and desist from the 
practice, policy, or procedure which resulted 
in the violation. 

(d) Report and order as final agency action 

The report and order of the Office under this 
section shall become the final agency action 
when the recipient receives the report and order. 

(e) Enforcement of final order 

The Secretary may enforce a final order of the 
Office under this section which becomes final 
agency action by— 

(1) withholding from the recipient any por-
tion of the amount payable to it, including the 
amount payable for administrative costs, 
under the applicable program; or 

(2) certifying the facts to the Attorney Gen-
eral who shall cause an appropriate proceeding 
to be brought for the enforcement of the order. 

(Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 456, as added Pub. L. 
95–561, title XII, § 1232, Nov. 1, 1978, 92 Stat. 2351; 
amended Pub. L. 100–297, title III, § 3501(a), Apr. 
28, 1988, 102 Stat. 355.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–297 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to cease and desist orders 
for provisions relating to use of recovered funds. See 
section 1234h of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–297 effective 180 days after 
Apr. 28, 1988, but not applicable to recipients receiving 
written notice to return funds prior to that date, see 
section 3501(b) of Pub. L. 100–297, set out as a note 
under section 1234 of this title. 

§ 1234f. Compliance agreements 

(a) Discretionary authority; purposes of agree-
ment 

In accordance with section 1234c of this title, 
the Secretary may enter into a compliance 
agreement with a recipient under an applicable 
program. The purpose of any compliance agree-
ment under this section shall be to bring the re-
cipient into full compliance with the applicable 
requirements of law as soon as feasible and not 
to excuse or remedy past violations of such re-
quirements. 

(b) Procedures applicable 

(1) Before entering into a compliance agree-
ment with a recipient, the Secretary shall hold 
a hearing at which the recipient, affected stu-
dents and parents or their representatives, and 
other interested parties are invited to partici-
pate. The recipient shall have the burden of per-
suading the Secretary that full compliance with 
the applicable requirements of law is not fea-
sible until a future date. 

(2) If the Secretary determines, on the basis of 
all the evidence presented, that full compliance 
is genuinely not feasible until a future date, the 
Secretary shall make written findings to that 
effect and shall publish those findings, along 

with the substance of any compliance agree-
ment, in the Federal Register. 

(c) Contents 

A compliance agreement under this section 
shall contain— 

(1) an expiration date not later than 3 years 
from the date of the written findings under 
subsection (b)(2) of this section, by which the 
recipient shall be in full compliance with the 
applicable requirements of law, and 

(2) those terms and conditions with which 
the recipient must comply until it is in full 
compliance. 

(d) Failure of recipient to comply with terms and 
conditions 

If a recipient fails to comply with the terms 
and conditions of a compliance agreement under 
this section, the Secretary may consider that 
compliance agreement to be no longer in effect, 
and the Secretary may take any action author-
ized by law with respect to the recipient. 

(Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 457, as added Pub. L. 
100–297, title III, § 3501(a), Apr. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 
355.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 180 days after Apr. 28, 1988, but not 
applicable to recipients receiving written notice to re-
turn funds prior to that date, see section 3501(b) of Pub. 
L. 100–297, set out as an Effective Date of 1988 Amend-
ment note under section 1234 of this title. 

§ 1234g. Judicial review 

(a) Recipients entitled to review; stay of action 
by Secretary 

Any recipient of funds under an applicable 
program that would be adversely affected by a 
final agency action under section 1234a, 1234d, or 
1234e of this title, and any State entitled to re-
ceive funds under a program described in section 
1232d(a) of this title whose application has been 
disapproved by the Secretary, shall be entitled 
to judicial review of such action in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. The Sec-
retary may not take any action on the basis of 
a final agency action until judicial review is 
completed. 

(b) Petition for review; filing of record 

A recipient that desires judicial review of an 
action described in subsection (a) of this section 
shall, within 60 days of that action, file with the 
United States Court of Appeals for the circuit in 
which that recipient is located, a petition for re-
view of such action. A copy of the petition shall 
be transmitted by the clerk of the court to the 
Secretary. The Secretary shall file in the court 
the record of the proceedings on which the ac-
tion was based, as provided in section 2112 of 
title 28. 

(c) Findings of fact 

The findings of fact by the Office, if supported 
by substantial evidence, shall be conclusive; but 
the court, for good cause shown, may remand 
the case to the Office to take further evidence, 
and the Office may make new or modified find-
ings of fact and may modify its previous action, 
and shall certify to the court the record of the 
further proceedings. Such new or modified find-
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1 See References in Text note below. 

ings of fact shall likewise be conclusive if sup-
ported by substantial evidence. 

(d) Scope of review; review by Supreme Court 

The court shall have jurisdiction to affirm the 
action of the Office or the Secretary or to set it 
aside, in whole or in part. The judgment of the 
court shall be subject to review by the Supreme 
Court of the United States upon certiorari or 
certification as provided in section 1254 of title 
28. 

(Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 458, as added Pub. L. 
100–297, title III, § 3501(a), Apr. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 
356; amended Pub. L. 103–382, title II, 
§ 212(b)(3)(D), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3913.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–382 made technical 
amendment to reference to section 1232d(a) of this title 
to reflect renumbering of corresponding section of 
original act. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 180 days after Apr. 28, 1988, but not 
applicable to recipients receiving written notice to re-
turn funds prior to that date, see section 3501(b) of Pub. 
L. 100–297, set out as an Effective Date of 1988 Amend-
ment note under section 1234 of this title. 

§ 1234h. Use of recovered funds 

(a) Repayment to recipient; factors considered 

Whenever the Secretary recovers funds paid to 
a recipient under a grant or cooperative agree-
ment made under an applicable program because 
the recipient made an expenditure of funds that 
was not allowable, or otherwise failed to dis-
charge its responsibility to account properly for 
funds, the Secretary may consider those funds 
to be additional funds available for that pro-
gram and may arrange to repay to the recipient 
affected by that action an amount not to exceed 
75 percent of the recovered funds if the Sec-
retary determines that— 

(1) the practices or procedures of the recipi-
ent that resulted in the violation of law have 
been corrected, and that the recipient is in all 
other respects in compliance with the require-
ments of that program, provided that the re-
cipient was notified of any noncompliance 
with such requirements and given a reasonable 
period of time to remedy such noncompliance; 

(2) the recipient has submitted to the Sec-
retary a plan for the use of those funds pursu-
ant to the requirements of that program and, 
to the extent possible, for the benefit of the 
population that was affected by the failure to 
comply or by the misuse of funds that resulted 
in the recovery; and 

(3) the use of those funds in accordance with 
that plan would serve to achieve the purposes 
of the program under which the funds were 
originally paid. 

(b) Terms and conditions of repayment 

Any payments by the Secretary under this 
section shall be subject to such other terms and 
conditions as the Secretary considers necessary 
to accomplish the purposes of the affected pro-
grams, including— 

(1) the submission of periodic reports on the 
use of funds provided under this section; and 

(2) consultation by the recipient with stu-
dents, parents, or representatives of the popu-
lation that will benefit from the payments. 

(c) Availability of funds 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, 
the funds made available under this section 
shall remain available for expenditure for a pe-
riod of time deemed reasonable by the Sec-
retary, but in no case to exceed more than three 
fiscal years following the later of— 

(1) the fiscal year in which final agency ac-
tion under section 1234a(e) of this title is 
taken; or 

(2) if such recipient files a petition for judi-
cial review, the fiscal year in which final judi-
cial action under section 1234g of this title is 
taken. 

(d) Publication in Federal Register of notice of 
intent to enter into repayment arrangement 

At least 30 days prior to entering into an ar-
rangement under this section, the Secretary 
shall publish in the Federal Register a notice of 
intent to enter into such an arrangement and 
the terms and conditions under which payments 
will be made. Interested persons shall have an 
opportunity for at least 30 days to submit com-
ments to the Secretary regarding the proposed 
arrangement. 

(Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 459, as added Pub. L. 
100–297, title III, § 3501(a), Apr. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 
356; amended Pub. L. 103–382, title II, § 250(b), 
Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3927.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 103–382, § 250(b)(1), in-
serted before semicolon ‘‘, provided that the recipient 
was notified of any noncompliance with such require-
ments and given a reasonable period of time to remedy 
such noncompliance’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–382, § 250(b)(2), amended sub-
sec. (c) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) read 
as follows: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provisions of 
law, the funds made available under this section shall 
remain available for expenditure for a period of time 
deemed reasonable by the Secretary, but in no case to 
exceed more than 3 fiscal years following the fiscal 
year in which final agency action under section 1234a(e) 
of this title is taken.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 180 days after Apr. 28, 1988, but not 
applicable to recipients receiving written notice to re-
turn funds prior to that date, see section 3501(b) of Pub. 
L. 100–297, set out as an Effective Date of 1988 Amend-
ment note under section 1234 of this title. 

§ 1234i. Definitions 

For purposes of this subchapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘recipient’’ means a recipient 

of a grant or cooperative agreement under an 
applicable program. 

(2) The term ‘‘applicable program’’ excludes 
programs authorized by the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq., 42 U.S.C. 2751 
et seq.] and assistance programs provided 
under the Act of September 30, 1950 1 (Public 
Law 874, 81st Congress), and the Act of Sep-
tember 23, 1950 1 (Public Law 815, 81st Con-
gress). 

(Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 460, as added Pub. L. 
100–297, title III, § 3501(a), Apr. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 
357.) 
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REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Higher Education Act of 1965, referred to in par. 
(2), is Pub. L. 89–329, Nov. 8, 1965, 79 Stat. 1219, which is 
classified generally to chapter 28 (§ 1001 et seq.) of this 
title and part C (§ 2751 et seq.) of subchapter I of chap-
ter 34 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 1001 of this title 
and Tables. 

Act of September 30, 1950 (Public Law 874, 81st Con-
gress), referred to in par. (2), is act Sept. 30, 1950, ch. 
1124, 64 Stat. 1100, which was classified generally to 
chapter 13 (§ 236 et seq.) of this title prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 103–382, title III, § 331(b), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 
3965. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Tables. 

Act of September 23, 1950 (Public Law 815, 81st Con-
gress), referred to in par. (2), is act Sept. 23, 1950, ch. 
995, as amended generally by act Aug. 12, 1958, Pub. L. 
85–620, title I, 72 Stat. 548, which was classified gener-
ally to chapter 19 (§ 631 et seq.) of this title prior to re-
peal by Pub. L. 103–382, title III, § 331(a), Oct. 20, 1994, 
108 Stat. 3965. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Tables. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 180 days after Apr. 28, 1988, but not 
applicable to recipients receiving written notice to re-
turn funds prior to that date, see section 3501(b) of Pub. 
L. 100–297, set out as an Effective Date of 1988 Amend-
ment note under section 1234 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER V—READY TO LEARN 
TELEVISION 

CODIFICATION 

This subchapter was classified to part G (§ 3161 et 
seq.) of subchapter IV of chapter 47 of this title prior to 
its renumbering by Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 121(a)(1), 
May 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 649. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior subchapter V, consisting of sections 1234 to 
1234i, was renumbered subchapter IV by Pub. L. 103–382, 
title II, § 212(b)(2), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3913. 

§§ 1235 to 1235g. Repealed. Pub. L. 107–110, title 
X, § 1011(3), Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 1986 

Section 1235, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 471, formerly 
Pub. L. 89–10, title IV, § 4701, as added Pub. L. 102–545, 
§ 3, Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3586; renumbered § 471 of Pub. 
L. 90–247 and amended Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 121(a)(1), 
(2)(A), May 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 649, authorized contracts, 
cooperative agreements, and grants to develop, 
produce, and distribute educational and instructional 
video programming for preschool and elementary 
school children and their parents. 

Section 1235a, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 472, formerly 
Pub. L. 89–10, title IV, § 4702, as added Pub. L. 102–545, 
§ 3, Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3586; renumbered § 472 of Pub. 
L. 90–247 and amended Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 121(a)(1), 
(b), May 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 649, related to development 
and dissemination of educational programming. 

Section 1235b, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 473, formerly 
Pub. L. 89–10, title IV, § 4703, as added Pub. L. 102–545, 
§ 3, Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3587; renumbered § 473 of Pub. 
L. 90–247, Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 121(a)(1), May 18, 1994, 
108 Stat. 649, set forth duties of Secretary of Education. 

Section 1235c, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 474, formerly 
Pub. L. 89–10, title IV, § 4704, as added Pub. L. 102–545, 
§ 3, Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3588; renumbered § 474 of Pub. 
L. 90–247 and amended Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 121(a)(1), 
(2)(B), May 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 649, related to submission 
of applications. 

Section 1235d, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 475, formerly 
Pub. L. 89–10, title IV, § 4705, as added Pub. L. 102–545, 
§ 3, Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3588; renumbered § 475 of Pub. 
L. 90–247 and amended Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 121(a)(1), 

(2)(C), May 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 649; Pub. L. 107–110, title 
X, § 1062(5), Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 2088, required annual 
report to Secretary by any entity receiving funds and 
biannual report to Congress by Secretary. 

Section 1235e, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 476, formerly 
Pub. L. 89–10, title IV, § 4706, as added Pub. L. 102–545, 
§ 3, Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3589; renumbered § 476 of Pub. 
L. 90–247 and amended Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 121(a)(1), 
(2)(D), (c), May 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 649, authorized appro-
priations. 

Section 1235f, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 477, formerly 
Pub. L. 89–10, title IV, § 4707, as added Pub. L. 102–545, 
§ 3, Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3589; renumbered § 477 of Pub. 
L. 90–247, Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 121(a)(1), May 18, 1994, 
108 Stat. 649; Pub. L. 107–110, title X, § 1062(6), Jan. 8, 
2002, 115 Stat. 2088, related to administrative costs. 

Section 1235g, Pub. L. 90–247, title IV, § 478, formerly 
Pub. L. 89–10, title IV, § 4708, as added Pub. L. 102–545, 
§ 3, Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3589; renumbered § 478 of Pub. 
L. 90–247, Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 121(a)(1), May 18, 1994, 
108 Stat. 649, defined ‘‘distance learning’’ for purposes 
of this subchapter. 

See section 6775 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Jan. 8, 2002, except with respect to 
certain noncompetitive programs and competitive pro-
grams, see section 5 of Pub. L. 107–110, set out as an Ef-
fective Date note under section 6301 of this title. 

CHAPTER 32—VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

CODIFICATION 

The Vocational Education Act of 1963, Pub. L. 88–210, 
title I, as added Pub. L. 90–576, title I, Oct. 16, 1968, 82 
Stat. 1064, formerly classified to this chapter, was com-
pletely amended and reorganized by the Education 
Amendments of 1976, Pub. L. 94–482, title II, § 202(a), 
Oct. 12, 1976, 90 Stat. 2169, and was classified to section 
2301 et seq. of this title. For subsequent revisions of 
Pub. L. 88–210 and redesignation as the Carl D. Perkins 
Career and Technical Education Act of 2006, see note 
set out preceding section 2301 of this title. 

§§ 1241 to 1244. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section 1241, Pub. L. 88–210, title I, § 101, as added 
Pub. L. 90–576, title I, § 101(b), Oct. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 1064, 
set forth Congressional declaration of purpose for voca-
tional education assistance by Federal government. 

Section 1242, Pub. L. 88–210, title I, § 102, as added 
Pub. L. 90–576, title I, § 101(b), Oct. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 1064; 
amended Pub. L. 91–230, title VII, § 701, Apr. 13, 1970, 84 
Stat. 188; Pub. L. 92–318, title II, § 201, June 23, 1972, 86 
Stat. 325; Pub. L. 93–380, title VIII, § 841(a)(1), Aug. 21, 
1974, 88 Stat. 606; Pub. L. 94–482, title II, § 201(a)–(c), Oct. 
12, 1976, 90 Stat. 2168, authorized appropriations for vo-
cational education assistance programs, etc. 

Section 1243, Pub. L. 88–210, title I, § 103, as added 
Pub. L. 90–576, title I, § 101(b), Oct. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 1065; 
amended Pub. L. 91–230, title VII, § 702, Apr. 13, 1970, 84 
Stat. 189; Pub. L. 94–273, § 9(3), Apr. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 378; 
Pub. L. 94–482, title II, § 201(d), Oct. 12, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2168, set forth provisions relating to allotments among 
States of vocational education assistance. 

Section 1244, Pub. L. 88–210, title I, § 104, as added 
Pub. L. 90–576, title I, § 101(b), Oct. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 1066; 
amended Pub. L. 91–230, title IV, § 401(h)(6), title VII, 
§ 703, Apr. 13, 1970, 84 Stat. 174, 189; Pub. L. 92–318, title 
II, § 209, title V, § 509(b), June 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 326, 353; 
Pub. L. 93–380, title VIII, §§ 841(a)(1)–(3), 845(g), Aug. 21, 
1974, 88 Stat. 606, 607, 612; Pub. L. 93–567, title I, § 108, 
Dec. 31, 1974, 88 Stat. 1849; Pub. L. 94–273, § 3(13), Apr. 21, 
1976, 90 Stat. 376; Pub. L. 94–482, title II, § 201(e), (f), Oct. 
12, 1976, 90 Stat. 2168, authorized establishment of Na-
tional and State Advisory Councils on Vocational Edu-
cation and set forth provisions relating to membership, 
functions, etc., of such councils. 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-10-14T02:34:18-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




