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ers, except that no reciprocity agreement de-
veloped under this paragraph or developed 
using funds provided under this part may lead 
to the weakening of any State teaching cer-
tification or licensing requirement. 

(7) Assisting local educational agencies to 
serve children with disabilities through the 
development and use of proven, innovative 
strategies to deliver intensive professional de-
velopment programs that are both cost effec-
tive and easily accessible, such as strategies 
that involve delivery through the use of tech-
nology, peer networks, and distance learning. 

(8) Developing, or assisting local educational 
agencies in developing, merit based perform-
ance systems, and strategies that provide dif-
ferential and bonus pay for special education 
teachers. 

(9) Supporting activities that ensure that 
teachers are able to use challenging State aca-
demic content standards and student academic 
achievement and functional standards, and 
State assessments for all children with dis-
abilities, to improve instructional practices 
and improve the academic achievement of 
children with disabilities. 

(10) When applicable, coordinating with, and 
expanding centers established under, section 
6613(c)(18) of this title to benefit special edu-
cation teachers. 

(c) Contracts and subgrants 

A State educational agency that receives a 
grant under this part— 

(1) shall award contracts or subgrants to 
local educational agencies, institutions of 
higher education, parent training and infor-
mation centers, or community parent resource 
centers, as appropriate, to carry out its State 
plan under this part; and 

(2) may award contracts and subgrants to 
other public and private entities, including 
the lead agency under subchapter III, to carry 
out the State plan. 

(d) Use of funds for professional development 

A State educational agency that receives a 
grant under this part shall use— 

(1) not less than 90 percent of the funds the 
State educational agency receives under the 
grant for any fiscal year for activities under 
subsection (a); and 

(2) not more than 10 percent of the funds the 
State educational agency receives under the 
grant for any fiscal year for activities under 
subsection (b). 

(e) Grants to outlying areas 

Public Law 95–134, permitting the consolida-
tion of grants to the outlying areas, shall not 
apply to funds received under this part. 

(Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 654, as added Pub. L. 
108–446, title I, § 101, Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat. 2770.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Higher Education Act of 1965, referred to in sub-
sec. (b)(5), is Pub. L. 89–329, Nov. 8, 1965, 79 Stat. 1219, 
as amended. Title II of the Act is classified generally to 
subchapter II (§ 1021 et seq.) of chapter 28 of this title. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 1001 of this title 
and Tables. 

Public Law 95–134, referred to in subsec. (e), is Pub. L. 
95–134, Oct. 15, 1977, 91 Stat. 1159, as amended. Provi-
sions relating to consolidation of grants to the out-
lying areas are contained in section 501 of Pub. L. 
95–134 which is classified to section 1469a of Title 48, 
Territories and Insular Possessions. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 1454, Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 654, as 
added Pub. L. 105–17, title I, § 101, June 4, 1997, 111 Stat. 
128, related to use of funds, prior to the general amend-
ment of subchapters I to IV of this chapter by Pub. L. 
108–446. 

Another prior section 1454, Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, 
§ 653, formerly § 654, Apr. 13, 1970, 84 Stat. 187; Pub. L. 
93–380, title VI, § 620(2), Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 585; Pub. 
L. 95–49, § 6, June 17, 1977, 91 Stat. 231; Pub. L. 98–199, 
§ 13, Dec. 2, 1983, 97 Stat. 1374; renumbered § 653 and 
amended Pub. L. 99–457, title III, § 316, Oct. 8, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1171; Pub. L. 101–476, title VI, § 603, Oct. 30, 1990, 
104 Stat. 1140, authorized appropriations, prior to repeal 
by Pub. L. 105–17, title II, § 203(c), June 4, 1997, 111 Stat. 
157, effective Oct. 1, 1997. 

§ 1455. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this part such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the fiscal years 2005 through 
2010. 

(Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 655, as added Pub. L. 
108–446, title I, § 101, Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat. 2774.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 1455, Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 655, as 
added Pub. L. 105–17, title I, § 101, June 4, 1997, 111 Stat. 
129, set out minimum State grant amounts, prior to the 
general amendment of subchapters I to IV of this chap-
ter by Pub. L. 108–446. 

A prior section 1456, Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 656, as 
added Pub. L. 105–17, title I, § 101, June 4, 1997, 111 Stat. 
129, which authorized appropriations, was omitted in 
the general amendment of subchapters I to IV of this 
chapter by Pub. L. 108–446. 

PART B—PERSONNEL PREPARATION, TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE, MODEL DEMONSTRATION 
PROJECTS, AND DISSEMINATION OF INFORMA-
TION 

§ 1461. Purpose; definition of eligible entity 

(a) Purpose 

The purpose of this part is— 
(1) to provide Federal funding for personnel 

preparation, technical assistance, model dem-
onstration projects, information dissemina-
tion, and studies and evaluations, in order to 
improve early intervention, educational, and 
transitional results for children with disabil-
ities; and 

(2) to assist State educational agencies and 
local educational agencies in improving their 
education systems for children with disabil-
ities. 

(b) Definition of eligible entity 

(1) In general 

In this part, the term ‘‘eligible entity’’ 
means— 

(A) a State educational agency; 
(B) a local educational agency; 
(C) a public charter school that is a local 

educational agency under State law; 
(D) an institution of higher education; 
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(E) a public agency not described in sub-
paragraphs (A) through (D); 

(F) a private nonprofit organization; 
(G) an outlying area; 
(H) an Indian tribe or a tribal organization 

(as defined under section 450b of title 25); or 
(I) a for-profit organization, if the Sec-

retary finds it appropriate in light of the 
purposes of a particular competition for a 
grant, contract, or cooperative agreement 
under this part. 

(2) Special rule 

The Secretary may limit which eligible enti-
ties described in paragraph (1) are eligible for 
a grant, contract, or cooperative agreement 
under this part to 1 or more of the categories 
of eligible entities described in paragraph (1). 

(Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 661, as added Pub. L. 
108–446, title I, § 101, Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat. 2774.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 1461, Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 661, as 
added Pub. L. 105–17, title I, § 101, June 4, 1997, 111 Stat. 
130, related to administrative provisions, prior to the 
general amendment of subchapters I to IV of this chap-
ter by Pub. L. 108–446. 

Another prior section 1461, Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, 
§ 661, as added Pub. L. 99–457, title III, § 317, Oct. 8, 1986, 
100 Stat. 1172; amended Pub. L. 100–630, title I, § 107(b), 
Nov. 7, 1988, 102 Stat. 3301; Pub. L. 101–476, title VII, 
§ 701, title IX, § 901(b)(154)–(156), Oct. 30, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1140, 1149; Pub. L. 102–119, § 25(a)(15), (b), Oct. 7, 1991, 105 
Stat. 606, 607, related to financial assistance for the 
purpose of advancing use of new technology, media, and 
materials in education of students with disabilities and 
provision of related services and early intervention 
services to infants and toddlers with disabilities, prior 
to repeal by Pub. L. 105–17, title II, § 203(c), June 4, 1997, 
111 Stat. 157, effective Oct. 1, 1997. 

Another prior section 1461, Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, 
§ 661, Apr. 13, 1970, 84 Stat. 187; Pub. L. 93–380, title VI, 
§ 621, Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 585; Pub. L. 98–199, § 3(b), 
Dec. 2, 1983, 97 Stat. 1358, related to research, training, 
and model centers respecting special programs for chil-
dren with specific learning disabilities, providing in 
subsec. (a), Secretary’s grant and contract authority, 
functions of model centers, and considerations govern-
ing making of contracts and grants; subsec. (b), other 
considerations in making awards, geographical dis-
tribution of training programs and trained personnel, 
and a model center in each State; and subsec. (c), ap-
propriations authorization of $10, $20, and $20 million 
dollars for fiscal years ending June 30, 1975 through 
1977, respectively, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 98–199, § 14, 
Dec. 2, 1983, 97 Stat. 1374. 

§ 1462. Personnel development to improve serv-
ices and results for children with disabilities 

(a) In general 

The Secretary, on a competitive basis, shall 
award grants to, or enter into contracts or coop-
erative agreements with, eligible entities to 
carry out 1 or more of the following objectives: 

(1) To help address the needs identified in 
the State plan described in section 1453(a)(2) of 
this title for highly qualified personnel, as de-
fined in section 1451(b) of this title, to work 
with infants or toddlers with disabilities, or 
children with disabilities, consistent with the 
qualifications described in section 1412(a)(14) 
of this title. 

(2) To ensure that those personnel have the 
necessary skills and knowledge, derived from 

practices that have been determined, through 
scientifically based research, to be successful 
in serving those children. 

(3) To encourage increased focus on academ-
ics and core content areas in special education 
personnel preparation programs. 

(4) To ensure that regular education teach-
ers have the necessary skills and knowledge to 
provide instruction to students with disabil-
ities in the regular education classroom. 

(5) To ensure that all special education 
teachers are highly qualified. 

(6) To ensure that preservice and in-service 
personnel preparation programs include train-
ing in— 

(A) the use of new technologies; 
(B) the area of early intervention, edu-

cational, and transition services; 
(C) effectively involving parents; and 
(D) positive behavioral supports. 

(7) To provide high-quality professional de-
velopment for principals, superintendents, and 
other administrators, including training in— 

(A) instructional leadership; 
(B) behavioral supports in the school and 

classroom; 
(C) paperwork reduction; 
(D) promoting improved collaboration be-

tween special education and general edu-
cation teachers; 

(E) assessment and accountability; 
(F) ensuring effective learning environ-

ments; and 
(G) fostering positive relationships with 

parents. 

(b) Personnel development; enhanced support 
for beginning special educators 

(1) In general 

In carrying out this section, the Secretary 
shall support activities— 

(A) for personnel development, including 
activities for the preparation of personnel 
who will serve children with high incidence 
and low incidence disabilities, to prepare 
special education and general education 
teachers, principals, administrators, and re-
lated services personnel (and school board 
members, when appropriate) to meet the di-
verse and individualized instructional needs 
of children with disabilities and improve 
early intervention, educational, and transi-
tional services and results for children with 
disabilities, consistent with the objectives 
described in subsection (a); and 

(B) for enhanced support for beginning spe-
cial educators, consistent with the objec-
tives described in subsection (a). 

(2) Personnel development 

In carrying out paragraph (1)(A), the Sec-
retary shall support not less than 1 of the fol-
lowing activities: 

(A) Assisting effective existing, improving 
existing, or developing new, collaborative 
personnel preparation activities undertaken 
by institutions of higher education, local 
educational agencies, and other local enti-
ties that incorporate best practices and sci-
entifically based research, where applicable, 
in providing special education and general 
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education teachers, principals, administra-
tors, and related services personnel with the 
knowledge and skills to effectively support 
students with disabilities, including— 

(i) working collaboratively in regular 
classroom settings; 

(ii) using appropriate supports, accom-
modations, and curriculum modifications; 

(iii) implementing effective teaching 
strategies, classroom-based techniques, 
and interventions to ensure appropriate 
identification of students who may be eli-
gible for special education services, and to 
prevent the misidentification, inappropri-
ate overidentification, or underidentifica-
tion of children as having a disability, es-
pecially minority and limited English pro-
ficient children; 

(iv) effectively working with and involv-
ing parents in the education of their chil-
dren; 

(v) utilizing strategies, including posi-
tive behavioral interventions, for address-
ing the conduct of children with disabil-
ities that impedes their learning and that 
of others in the classroom; 

(vi) effectively constructing IEPs, par-
ticipating in IEP meetings, and imple-
menting IEPs; 

(vii) preparing children with disabilities 
to participate in statewide assessments 
(with or without accommodations) and al-
ternate assessments, as appropriate, and 
to ensure that all children with disabil-
ities are a part of all accountability sys-
tems under the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 6301 et 
seq.]; and 

(viii) working in high need elementary 
schools and secondary schools, including 
urban schools, rural schools, and schools 
operated by an entity described in section 
7113(d)(1)(A)(ii) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 
7423(d)(1)(A)(ii)], and schools that serve 
high numbers or percentages of limited 
English proficient children. 

(B) Developing, evaluating, and dissemi-
nating innovative models for the recruit-
ment, induction, retention, and assessment 
of new, highly qualified teachers to reduce 
teacher shortages, especially from groups 
that are underrepresented in the teaching 
profession, including individuals with dis-
abilities. 

(C) Providing continuous personnel prepa-
ration, training, and professional develop-
ment designed to provide support and ensure 
retention of special education and general 
education teachers and personnel who teach 
and provide related services to children with 
disabilities. 

(D) Developing and improving programs 
for paraprofessionals to become special edu-
cation teachers, related services personnel, 
and early intervention personnel, including 
interdisciplinary training to enable the 
paraprofessionals to improve early interven-
tion, educational, and transitional results 
for children with disabilities. 

(E) In the case of principals and super-
intendents, providing activities to promote 

instructional leadership and improved col-
laboration between general educators, spe-
cial education teachers, and related services 
personnel. 

(F) Supporting institutions of higher edu-
cation with minority enrollments of not less 
than 25 percent for the purpose of preparing 
personnel to work with children with dis-
abilities. 

(G) Developing and improving programs to 
train special education teachers to develop 
an expertise in autism spectrum disorders. 

(H) Providing continuous personnel prepa-
ration, training, and professional develop-
ment designed to provide support and im-
prove the qualifications of personnel who 
provide related services to children with dis-
abilities, including to enable such personnel 
to obtain advanced degrees. 

(3) Enhanced support for beginning special 
educators 

In carrying out paragraph (1)(B), the Sec-
retary shall support not less than 1 of the fol-
lowing activities: 

(A) Enhancing and restructuring existing 
programs or developing preservice teacher 
education programs to prepare special edu-
cation teachers, at colleges or departments 
of education within institutions of higher 
education, by incorporating an extended 
(such as an additional 5th year) clinical 
learning opportunity, field experience, or su-
pervised practicum into such programs. 

(B) Creating or supporting teacher-faculty 
partnerships (such as professional develop-
ment schools) that— 

(i) consist of not less than— 
(I) 1 or more institutions of higher edu-

cation with special education personnel 
preparation programs; 

(II) 1 or more local educational agen-
cies that serve high numbers or percent-
ages of low-income students; or 

(III) 1 or more elementary schools or 
secondary schools, particularly schools 
that have failed to make adequate year-
ly progress on the basis, in whole and in 
part, of the assessment results of the dis-
aggregated subgroup of students with 
disabilities; 

(ii) may include other entities eligible 
for assistance under this subchapter; and 

(iii) provide— 
(I) high-quality mentoring and induc-

tion opportunities with ongoing support 
for beginning special education teachers; 
or 

(II) inservice professional development 
to beginning and veteran special edu-
cation teachers through the ongoing ex-
change of information and instructional 
strategies with faculty. 

(c) Low incidence disabilities; authorized activi-
ties 

(1) In general 

In carrying out this section, the Secretary 
shall support activities, consistent with the 
objectives described in subsection (a), that 
benefit children with low incidence disabil-
ities. 
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(2) Authorized activities 

Activities that may be carried out under 
this subsection include activities such as the 
following: 

(A) Preparing persons who— 
(i) have prior training in educational and 

other related service fields; and 
(ii) are studying to obtain degrees, cer-

tificates, or licensure that will enable the 
persons to assist children with low inci-
dence disabilities to achieve the objectives 
set out in their individualized education 
programs described in section 1414(d) of 
this title, or to assist infants and toddlers 
with low incidence disabilities to achieve 
the outcomes described in their individual-
ized family service plans described in sec-
tion 1436 of this title. 

(B) Providing personnel from various dis-
ciplines with interdisciplinary training that 
will contribute to improvement in early 
intervention, educational, and transitional 
results for children with low incidence dis-
abilities. 

(C) Preparing personnel in the innovative 
uses and application of technology, includ-
ing universally designed technologies, assis-
tive technology devices, and assistive tech-
nology services— 

(i) to enhance learning by children with 
low incidence disabilities through early 
intervention, educational, and transitional 
services; and 

(ii) to improve communication with par-
ents. 

(D) Preparing personnel who provide serv-
ices to visually impaired or blind children to 
teach and use Braille in the provision of 
services to such children. 

(E) Preparing personnel to be qualified 
educational interpreters, to assist children 
with low incidence disabilities, particularly 
deaf and hard of hearing children in school 
and school related activities, and deaf and 
hard of hearing infants and toddlers and pre-
school children in early intervention and 
preschool programs. 

(F) Preparing personnel who provide serv-
ices to children with significant cognitive 
disabilities and children with multiple dis-
abilities. 

(G) Preparing personnel who provide serv-
ices to children with low incidence disabil-
ities and limited English proficient children. 

(3) Definition 

In this section, the term ‘‘low incidence dis-
ability’’ means— 

(A) a visual or hearing impairment, or si-
multaneous visual and hearing impairments; 

(B) a significant cognitive impairment; or 
(C) any impairment for which a small 

number of personnel with highly specialized 
skills and knowledge are needed in order for 
children with that impairment to receive 
early intervention services or a free appro-
priate public education. 

(4) Selection of recipients 

In selecting eligible entities for assistance 
under this subsection, the Secretary may give 

preference to eligible entities submitting ap-
plications that include 1 or more of the follow-
ing: 

(A) A proposal to prepare personnel in 
more than 1 low incidence disability, such as 
deafness and blindness. 

(B) A demonstration of an effective col-
laboration between an eligible entity and a 
local educational agency that promotes re-
cruitment and subsequent retention of high-
ly qualified personnel to serve children with 
low incidence disabilities. 

(5) Preparation in use of braille 

The Secretary shall ensure that all recipi-
ents of awards under this subsection who will 
use that assistance to prepare personnel to 
provide services to visually impaired or blind 
children that can appropriately be provided in 
Braille, will prepare those individuals to pro-
vide those services in Braille. 

(d) Leadership preparation; authorized activities 

(1) In general 

In carrying out this section, the Secretary 
shall support leadership preparation activities 
that are consistent with the objectives de-
scribed in subsection (a). 

(2) Authorized activities 

Activities that may be carried out under 
this subsection include activities such as the 
following: 

(A) Preparing personnel at the graduate, 
doctoral, and postdoctoral levels of training 
to administer, enhance, or provide services 
to improve results for children with disabil-
ities. 

(B) Providing interdisciplinary training 
for various types of leadership personnel, in-
cluding teacher preparation faculty, related 
services faculty, administrators, research-
ers, supervisors, principals, and other per-
sons whose work affects early intervention, 
educational, and transitional services for 
children with disabilities, including children 
with disabilities who are limited English 
proficient children. 

(e) Applications 

(1) In general 

An eligible entity that wishes to receive a 
grant, or enter into a contract or cooperative 
agreement, under this section shall submit an 
application to the Secretary at such time, in 
such manner, and containing such information 
as the Secretary may require. 

(2) Identified State needs 

(A) Requirement to address identified needs 

An application for assistance under sub-
section (b), (c), or (d) shall include informa-
tion demonstrating to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary that the activities described in 
the application will address needs identified 
by the State or States the eligible entity 
proposes to serve. 

(B) Cooperation with State educational agen-
cies 

An eligible entity that is not a local edu-
cational agency or a State educational agen-
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cy shall include in the eligible entity’s appli-
cation information demonstrating to the 
satisfaction of the Secretary that the eligi-
ble entity and 1 or more State educational 
agencies or local educational agencies will 
cooperate in carrying out and monitoring 
the proposed project. 

(3) Acceptance by States of personnel prepara-
tion requirements 

The Secretary may require eligible entities 
to provide in the eligible entities’ applications 
assurances from 1 or more States that such 
States intend to accept successful completion 
of the proposed personnel preparation program 
as meeting State personnel standards or other 
requirements in State law or regulation for 
serving children with disabilities or serving 
infants and toddlers with disabilities. 

(f) Selection of recipients 

(1) Impact of project 

In selecting eligible entities for assistance 
under this section, the Secretary shall con-
sider the impact of the proposed project de-
scribed in the application in meeting the need 
for personnel identified by the States. 

(2) Requirement for eligible entities to meet 
State and professional qualifications 

The Secretary shall make grants and enter 
into contracts and cooperative agreements 
under this section only to eligible entities 
that meet State and professionally recognized 
qualifications for the preparation of special 
education and related services personnel, if 
the purpose of the project is to assist person-
nel in obtaining degrees. 

(3) Preferences 

In selecting eligible entities for assistance 
under this section, the Secretary may give 
preference to eligible entities that are institu-
tions of higher education that are— 

(A) educating regular education personnel 
to meet the needs of children with disabil-
ities in integrated settings; 

(B) educating special education personnel 
to work in collaboration with regular edu-
cators in integrated settings; and 

(C) successfully recruiting and preparing 
individuals with disabilities and individuals 
from groups that are underrepresented in 
the profession for which the institution of 
higher education is preparing individuals. 

(g) Scholarships 

The Secretary may include funds for scholar-
ships, with necessary stipends and allowances, 
in awards under subsections (b), (c), and (d). 

(h) Service obligation 

(1) In general 

Each application for assistance under sub-
sections (b), (c), and (d) shall include an assur-
ance that the eligible entity will ensure that 
individuals who receive a scholarship under 
the proposed project agree to subsequently 
provide special education and related services 
to children with disabilities, or in the case of 
leadership personnel to subsequently work in 
the appropriate field, for a period of 2 years for 

every year for which the scholarship was re-
ceived or repay all or part of the amount of 
the scholarship, in accordance with regula-
tions issued by the Secretary. 

(2) Special rule 

Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary may reduce or waive the service obliga-
tion requirement under paragraph (1) if the 
Secretary determines that the service obliga-
tion is acting as a deterrent to the recruit-
ment of students into special education or a 
related field. 

(3) Secretary’s responsibility 

The Secretary— 
(A) shall ensure that individuals described 

in paragraph (1) comply with the require-
ments of that paragraph; and 

(B) may use not more than 0.5 percent of 
the funds appropriated under subsection (i) 
for each fiscal year, to carry out subpara-
graph (A), in addition to any other funds 
that are available for that purpose. 

(i) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the fiscal years 2005 through 
2010. 

(Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 662, as added Pub. L. 
108–446, title I, § 101, Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat. 2774.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965, referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(A)(vii), is Pub. L. 89–10, 
Apr. 11, 1965, 79 Stat. 27, as amended, which is classified 
generally to chapter 70 (§ 6301 et seq.) of this title. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 6301 of this title 
and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 1462, Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 662, as 
added Pub. L. 99–457, title III, § 317, Oct. 8, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1172; amended Pub. L. 101–476, title VII, § 702, Oct. 30, 
1990, 104 Stat. 1141, authorized appropriations, prior to 
repeal by Pub. L. 105–17, title II, § 203(c), June 4, 1997, 
111 Stat. 157, effective Oct. 1, 1997. 

A prior section 662 of Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, Apr. 13, 
1970, 84 Stat. 188, eff. July 1, 1971, repealed sections 611 
to 618, 621 to 624, and 871 to 880a of this title, and sec-
tions 2491 to 2494 and 2698 to 2698b of Title 42, The Pub-
lic Health and Welfare, and amended section 676 of this 
title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 98–199, § 14, Dec. 2, 1983, 
97 Stat. 1374. 

§ 1463. Technical assistance, demonstration 
projects, dissemination of information, and 
implementation of scientifically based re-
search 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall make competitive grants 
to, or enter into contracts or cooperative agree-
ments with, eligible entities to provide tech-
nical assistance, support model demonstration 
projects, disseminate useful information, and 
implement activities that are supported by sci-
entifically based research. 

(b) Required activities 

Funds received under this section shall be 
used to support activities to improve services 
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provided under this chapter, including the prac-
tices of professionals and others involved in pro-
viding such services to children with disabil-
ities, that promote academic achievement and 
improve results for children with disabilities 
through— 

(1) implementing effective strategies for ad-
dressing inappropriate behavior of students 
with disabilities in schools, including strate-
gies to prevent children with emotional and 
behavioral problems from developing emo-
tional disturbances that require the provision 
of special education and related services; 

(2) improving the alignment, compatibility, 
and development of valid and reliable assess-
ments and alternate assessments for assessing 
adequate yearly progress, as described under 
section 6311(b)(2)(B) of this title; 

(3) providing training for both regular edu-
cation teachers and special education teachers 
to address the needs of students with different 
learning styles; 

(4) disseminating information about innova-
tive, effective, and efficient curricula designs, 
instructional approaches, and strategies, and 
identifying positive academic and social learn-
ing opportunities, that— 

(A) provide effective transitions between 
educational settings or from school to post 
school settings; and 

(B) improve educational and transitional 
results at all levels of the educational sys-
tem in which the activities are carried out 
and, in particular, that improve the progress 
of children with disabilities, as measured by 
assessments within the general education 
curriculum involved; and 

(5) applying scientifically based findings to 
facilitate systemic changes, related to the pro-
vision of services to children with disabilities, 
in policy, procedure, practice, and the training 
and use of personnel. 

(c) Authorized activities 

Activities that may be carried out under this 
section include activities to improve services 
provided under this chapter, including the prac-
tices of professionals and others involved in pro-
viding such services to children with disabil-
ities, that promote academic achievement and 
improve results for children with disabilities 
through— 

(1) applying and testing research findings in 
typical settings where children with disabil-
ities receive services to determine the useful-
ness, effectiveness, and general applicability 
of such research findings in such areas as im-
proving instructional methods, curricula, and 
tools, such as textbooks and media; 

(2) supporting and promoting the coordina-
tion of early intervention and educational 
services for children with disabilities with 
services provided by health, rehabilitation, 
and social service agencies; 

(3) promoting improved alignment and com-
patibility of general and special education re-
forms concerned with curricular and instruc-
tional reform, and evaluation of such reforms; 

(4) enabling professionals, parents of chil-
dren with disabilities, and other persons to 
learn about, and implement, the findings of 

scientifically based research, and successful 
practices developed in model demonstration 
projects, relating to the provision of services 
to children with disabilities; 

(5) conducting outreach, and disseminating 
information, relating to successful approaches 
to overcoming systemic barriers to the effec-
tive and efficient delivery of early interven-
tion, educational, and transitional services to 
personnel who provide services to children 
with disabilities; 

(6) assisting States and local educational 
agencies with the process of planning systemic 
changes that will promote improved early 
intervention, educational, and transitional re-
sults for children with disabilities; 

(7) promoting change through a multistate 
or regional framework that benefits States, 
local educational agencies, and other partici-
pants in partnerships that are in the process of 
achieving systemic-change outcomes; 

(8) focusing on the needs and issues that are 
specific to a population of children with dis-
abilities, such as providing single-State and 
multi-State technical assistance and in-serv-
ice training— 

(A) to schools and agencies serving deaf- 
blind children and their families; 

(B) to programs and agencies serving other 
groups of children with low incidence dis-
abilities and their families; 

(C) addressing the postsecondary edu-
cation needs of individuals who are deaf or 
hard-of-hearing; and 

(D) to schools and personnel providing spe-
cial education and related services for chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorders; 

(9) demonstrating models of personnel prepa-
ration to ensure appropriate placements and 
services for all students and to reduce dis-
proportionality in eligibility, placement, and 
disciplinary actions for minority and limited 
English proficient children; and 

(10) disseminating information on how to re-
duce inappropriate racial and ethnic 
disproportionalities identified under section 
1418 of this title. 

(d) Balance among activities and age ranges 

In carrying out this section, the Secretary 
shall ensure that there is an appropriate balance 
across all age ranges of children with disabil-
ities. 

(e) Linking States to information sources 

In carrying out this section, the Secretary 
shall support projects that link States to tech-
nical assistance resources, including special edu-
cation and general education resources, and 
shall make research and related products avail-
able through libraries, electronic networks, par-
ent training projects, and other information 
sources, including through the activities of the 
National Center for Education Evaluation and 
Regional Assistance established under part D of 
the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 [20 
U.S.C. 9561 et seq.]. 

(f) Applications 

(1) In general 

An eligible entity that wishes to receive a 
grant, or enter into a contract or cooperative 
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agreement, under this section shall submit an 
application to the Secretary at such time, in 
such manner, and containing such information 
as the Secretary may require. 

(2) Standards 

To the maximum extent feasible, each eligi-
ble entity shall demonstrate that the project 
described in the eligible entity’s application is 
supported by scientifically valid research that 
has been carried out in accordance with the 
standards for the conduct and evaluation of all 
relevant research and development established 
by the National Center for Education Re-
search. 

(3) Priority 

As appropriate, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to applications that propose to serve 
teachers and school personnel directly in the 
school environment. 

(Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 663, as added Pub. L. 
108–446, title I, § 101, Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat. 2781.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, referred 
to in subsec. (e), is title I of Pub. L. 107–279, Nov. 5, 2002, 
116 Stat. 1941, as amended. Part D of the Act is classi-
fied generally to part D (§ 9561 et seq.) of subchapter I 
of chapter 76 of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 9501 of this title and Tables. 

§ 1464. Studies and evaluations 

(a) Studies and evaluations 

(1) Delegation 

The Secretary shall delegate to the Director 
of the Institute of Education Sciences respon-
sibility to carry out this section, other than 
subsections (d) and (f). 

(2) Assessment 

The Secretary shall, directly or through 
grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements 
awarded to eligible entities on a competitive 
basis, assess the progress in the implementa-
tion of this chapter, including the effective-
ness of State and local efforts to provide— 

(A) a free appropriate public education to 
children with disabilities; and 

(B) early intervention services to infants 
and toddlers with disabilities, and infants 
and toddlers who would be at risk of having 
substantial developmental delays if early 
intervention services were not provided to 
the infants and toddlers. 

(b) Assessment of national activities 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall carry out a national as-
sessment of activities carried out with Federal 
funds under this chapter in order— 

(A) to determine the effectiveness of this 
chapter in achieving the purposes of this 
chapter; 

(B) to provide timely information to the 
President, Congress, the States, local edu-
cational agencies, and the public on how to 
implement this chapter more effectively; 
and 

(C) to provide the President and Congress 
with information that will be useful in de-

veloping legislation to achieve the purposes 
of this chapter more effectively. 

(2) Scope of assessment 

The national assessment shall assess activi-
ties supported under this chapter, including— 

(A) the implementation of programs as-
sisted under this chapter and the impact of 
such programs on addressing the develop-
mental needs of, and improving the aca-
demic achievement of, children with disabil-
ities to enable the children to reach chal-
lenging developmental goals and challenging 
State academic content standards based on 
State academic assessments; 

(B) the types of programs and services that 
have demonstrated the greatest likelihood of 
helping students reach the challenging State 
academic content standards and develop-
mental goals; 

(C) the implementation of the professional 
development activities assisted under this 
chapter and the impact on instruction, stu-
dent academic achievement, and teacher 
qualifications to enhance the ability of spe-
cial education teachers and regular edu-
cation teachers to improve results for chil-
dren with disabilities; and 

(D) the effectiveness of schools, local edu-
cational agencies, States, other recipients of 
assistance under this chapter, and the Sec-
retary in achieving the purposes of this 
chapter by— 

(i) improving the academic achievement 
of children with disabilities and their per-
formance on regular statewide assess-
ments as compared to nondisabled chil-
dren, and the performance of children with 
disabilities on alternate assessments; 

(ii) improving the participation of chil-
dren with disabilities in the general edu-
cation curriculum; 

(iii) improving the transitions of chil-
dren with disabilities at natural transition 
points; 

(iv) placing and serving children with 
disabilities, including minority children, 
in the least restrictive environment appro-
priate; 

(v) preventing children with disabilities, 
especially children with emotional dis-
turbances and specific learning disabil-
ities, from dropping out of school; 

(vi) addressing the reading and literacy 
needs of children with disabilities; 

(vii) reducing the inappropriate over-
identification of children, especially mi-
nority and limited English proficient chil-
dren, as having a disability; 

(viii) improving the participation of par-
ents of children with disabilities in the 
education of their children; and 

(ix) resolving disagreements between 
education personnel and parents through 
alternate dispute resolution activities, in-
cluding mediation. 

(3) Interim and final reports 

The Secretary shall submit to the President 
and Congress— 

(A) an interim report that summarizes the 
preliminary findings of the assessment not 
later than 3 years after December 3, 2004; and 
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(B) a final report of the findings of the as-
sessment not later than 5 years after Decem-
ber 3, 2004. 

(c) Study on ensuring accountability for students 
who are held to alternative achievement 
standards 

The Secretary shall carry out a national study 
or studies to examine— 

(1) the criteria that States use to deter-
mine— 

(A) eligibility for alternate assessments; 
and 

(B) the number and type of children who 
take those assessments and are held ac-
countable to alternative achievement stand-
ards; 

(2) the validity and reliability of alternate 
assessment instruments and procedures; 

(3) the alignment of alternate assessments 
and alternative achievement standards to 
State academic content standards in reading, 
mathematics, and science; and 

(4) the use and effectiveness of alternate as-
sessments in appropriately measuring student 
progress and outcomes specific to individual-
ized instructional need. 

(d) Annual report 

The Secretary shall provide an annual report 
to Congress that— 

(1) summarizes the research conducted under 
part E of the Education Sciences Reform Act 
of 2002 [20 U.S.C. 9567 et seq.]; 

(2) analyzes and summarizes the data re-
ported by the States and the Secretary of the 
Interior under section 1418 of this title; 

(3) summarizes the studies and evaluations 
conducted under this section and the timeline 
for their completion; 

(4) describes the extent and progress of the 
assessment of national activities; and 

(5) describes the findings and determinations 
resulting from reviews of State implementa-
tion of this chapter. 

(e) Authorized activities 

In carrying out this section, the Secretary 
may support objective studies, evaluations, and 
assessments, including studies that— 

(1) analyze measurable impact, outcomes, 
and results achieved by State educational 
agencies and local educational agencies 
through their activities to reform policies, 
procedures, and practices designed to improve 
educational and transitional services and re-
sults for children with disabilities; 

(2) analyze State and local needs for profes-
sional development, parent training, and other 
appropriate activities that can reduce the 
need for disciplinary actions involving chil-
dren with disabilities; 

(3) assess educational and transitional serv-
ices and results for children with disabilities 
from minority backgrounds, including— 

(A) data on— 
(i) the number of minority children who 

are referred for special education evalua-
tion; 

(ii) the number of minority children who 
are receiving special education and related 
services and their educational or other 
service placement; 

(iii) the number of minority children 
who graduated from secondary programs 
with a regular diploma in the standard 
number of years; and 

(iv) the number of minority children who 
drop out of the educational system; and 

(B) the performance of children with dis-
abilities from minority backgrounds on 
State assessments and other performance in-
dicators established for all students; 

(4) measure educational and transitional 
services and results for children with disabil-
ities served under this chapter, including lon-
gitudinal studies that— 

(A) examine educational and transitional 
services and results for children with dis-
abilities who are 3 through 17 years of age 
and are receiving special education and re-
lated services under this chapter, using a na-
tional, representative sample of distinct age 
cohorts and disability categories; and 

(B) examine educational results, transition 
services, postsecondary placement, and em-
ployment status for individuals with disabil-
ities, 18 through 21 years of age, who are re-
ceiving or have received special education 
and related services under this chapter; and 

(5) identify and report on the placement of 
children with disabilities by disability cat-
egory. 

(f) Study 

The Secretary shall study, and report to Con-
gress regarding, the extent to which States 
adopt policies described in section 1435(c)(1) of 
this title and on the effects of those policies. 

(Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 664, as added Pub. L. 
108–446, title I, § 101, Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat. 2783.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, referred 
to in subsec. (d)(1), is title I of Pub. L. 107–279, Nov. 5, 
2002, 116 Stat. 1941, as amended. Part E of the Act is 
classified generally to part E (§ 9567 et seq.) of sub-
chapter I of chapter 76 of this title. For complete clas-
sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 9501 of this title and Tables. 

§ 1465. Interim alternative educational settings, 
behavioral supports, and systemic school 
interventions 

(a) Program authorized 

The Secretary may award grants, and enter 
into contracts and cooperative agreements, to 
support safe learning environments that support 
academic achievement for all students by— 

(1) improving the quality of interim alter-
native educational settings; and 

(2) providing increased behavioral supports 
and research-based, systemic interventions in 
schools. 

(b) Authorized activities 

In carrying out this section, the Secretary 
may support activities to— 

(1) establish, expand, or increase the scope of 
behavioral supports and systemic interven-
tions by providing for effective, research-based 
practices, including— 

(A) training for school staff on early iden-
tification, prereferral, and referral proce-
dures; 
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(B) training for administrators, teachers, 
related services personnel, behavioral spe-
cialists, and other school staff in positive be-
havioral interventions and supports, behav-
ioral intervention planning, and classroom 
and student management techniques; 

(C) joint training for administrators, par-
ents, teachers, related services personnel, 
behavioral specialists, and other school staff 
on effective strategies for positive behav-
ioral interventions and behavior manage-
ment strategies that focus on the prevention 
of behavior problems; 

(D) developing or implementing specific 
curricula, programs, or interventions aimed 
at addressing behavioral problems; 

(E) stronger linkages between school-based 
services and community-based resources, 
such as community mental health and pri-
mary care providers; or 

(F) using behavioral specialists, related 
services personnel, and other staff necessary 
to implement behavioral supports; or 

(2) improve interim alternative educational 
settings by— 

(A) improving the training of administra-
tors, teachers, related services personnel, be-
havioral specialists, and other school staff 
(including ongoing mentoring of new teach-
ers) in behavioral supports and interven-
tions; 

(B) attracting and retaining a high qual-
ity, diverse staff; 

(C) providing for referral to counseling 
services; 

(D) utilizing research-based interventions, 
curriculum, and practices; 

(E) allowing students to use instructional 
technology that provides individualized in-
struction; 

(F) ensuring that the services are fully 
consistent with the goals of the individual 
student’s IEP; 

(G) promoting effective case management 
and collaboration among parents, teachers, 
physicians, related services personnel, be-
havioral specialists, principals, administra-
tors, and other school staff; 

(H) promoting interagency coordination 
and coordinated service delivery among 
schools, juvenile courts, child welfare agen-
cies, community mental health providers, 
primary care providers, public recreation 
agencies, and community-based organiza-
tions; or 

(I) providing for behavioral specialists to 
help students transitioning from interim al-
ternative educational settings reintegrate 
into their regular classrooms. 

(c) Definition of eligible entity 

In this section, the term ‘‘eligible entity’’ 
means— 

(1) a local educational agency; or 
(2) a consortium consisting of a local edu-

cational agency and 1 or more of the following 
entities: 

(A) Another local educational agency. 
(B) A community-based organization with 

a demonstrated record of effectiveness in 
helping children with disabilities who have 
behavioral challenges succeed. 

(C) An institution of higher education. 
(D) A community mental health provider. 
(E) An educational service agency. 

(d) Applications 

Any eligible entity that wishes to receive a 
grant, or enter into a contract or cooperative 
agreement, under this section shall— 

(1) submit an application to the Secretary at 
such time, in such manner, and containing 
such information as the Secretary may re-
quire; and 

(2) involve parents of participating students 
in the design and implementation of the ac-
tivities funded under this section. 

(e) Report and evaluation 

Each eligible entity receiving a grant under 
this section shall prepare and submit annually 
to the Secretary a report on the outcomes of the 
activities assisted under the grant. 

(Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 665, as added Pub. L. 
108–446, title I, § 101, Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat. 2786.) 

§ 1466. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) In general 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this part (other than section 1462 of 
this title) such sums as may be necessary for 
each of the fiscal years 2005 through 2010. 

(b) Reservation 

From amounts appropriated under subsection 
(a) for fiscal year 2005, the Secretary shall re-
serve $1,000,000 to carry out the study authorized 
in section 1464(c) of this title. From amounts ap-
propriated under subsection (a) for a succeeding 
fiscal year, the Secretary may reserve an addi-
tional amount to carry out such study if the 
Secretary determines the additional amount is 
necessary. 

(Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 667, as added Pub. L. 
108–446, title I, § 101, Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat. 2787.) 

PART C—SUPPORTS TO IMPROVE RESULTS FOR 
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

§ 1470. Purposes 

The purposes of this part are to ensure that— 
(1) children with disabilities and their par-

ents receive training and information designed 
to assist the children in meeting develop-
mental and functional goals and challenging 
academic achievement goals, and in preparing 
to lead productive independent adult lives; 

(2) children with disabilities and their par-
ents receive training and information on their 
rights, responsibilities, and protections under 
this chapter, in order to develop the skills nec-
essary to cooperatively and effectively partici-
pate in planning and decision making relating 
to early intervention, educational, and transi-
tional services; 

(3) parents, teachers, administrators, early 
intervention personnel, related services per-
sonnel, and transition personnel receive coor-
dinated and accessible technical assistance 
and information to assist such personnel in 
improving early intervention, educational, 
and transitional services and results for chil-
dren with disabilities and their families; and 
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