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1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘United States 
Claims Court’’ for ‘‘Court of Claims’’. 

1954—Act Sept. 3, 1954, struck out ‘‘United States’’ 
from name of Court of Claims. 

1953—Act July 28, 1953, substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Claims’’ for ‘‘Court of Claims’’, inserted ‘‘to or 
from’’ after ‘‘due’’, and inserted ‘‘and to render judg-
ment thereon,’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

§ 1495. Damages for unjust conviction and im-
prisonment; claim against United States 

The United States Court of Federal Claims 
shall have jurisdiction to render judgment upon 
any claim for damages by any person unjustly 
convicted of an offense against the United 
States and imprisoned. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 941; Pub. L. 97–164, 
title I, § 133(c)(1), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 40; Pub. L. 
102–572, title IX, § 902(a)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4516.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on section 729 of title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
Crimes and Criminal Procedure (May 24, 1938, ch. 266, 
§§ 1–4, 52 Stat. 438). 

Only the jurisdictional provision of section 729 of 
title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., appears in this section. The re-
mainder is incorporated in section 2513 of this title. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States Claims 
Court’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘United States 
Claims Court’’ for ‘‘Court of Claims’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

§ 1496. Disbursing officers’ claims 

The United States Court of Federal Claims 
shall have jurisdiction to render judgment upon 
any claim by a disbursing officer of the United 
States or by his administrator or executor for 
relief from responsibility for loss, in line of 
duty, of Government funds, vouchers, records or 
other papers in his charge. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 941; Pub. L. 97–164, 
title I, § 133(c)(1), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 40; Pub. L. 
102–572, title IX, § 902(a)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4516.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 250(3) (Mar. 3, 1911, 
ch. 231, § 145, 36 Stat. 1136; June 10, 1921, ch. 18, § 304, 42 
Stat. 24). 

Words ‘‘paymaster, quartermaster, commissary of 
subsistence, or other,’’ preceding ‘‘disbursing officer of 
the United States,’’ were omitted. See Henderson v. 

United States, 1907, 42 Ct.Cl. 449 and Hobbs v. United 

States, 1881, 17 Ct.Cl. 189, holding that the term ‘‘other 
disbursing officer’’ extends to any disbursing officer of 
the executive departments of the Government. 

Words ‘‘by capture or otherwise’’ were omitted as 
surplusage. 

Words ‘‘and for which such officer was and is held re-
sponsible,’’ at the end of section 250(3) of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., were omitted as surplusage. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States Claims 
Court’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘United States 
Claims Court’’ for ‘‘Court of Claims’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

§ 1497. Oyster growers’ damages from dredging 
operations 

The United States Court of Federal Claims 
shall have jurisdiction to render judgment upon 
any claim for damages to oyster growers on pri-
vate or leased lands or bottoms arising from 
dredging operations or use of other machinery 
and equipment in making river and harbor im-
provements authorized by Act of Congress. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 941; Pub. L. 97–164, 
title I, § 133(c), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 40; Pub. L. 
102–572, title IX, § 902(a)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4516.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 250a (Aug. 30, 1935, 
ch. 831, § 13, 49 Stat. 1049; July 13, 1943, ch. 231, 57 Stat. 
553). 

The proviso at the end of section 250a of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., is incorporated in section 2501 of this 
title. 

Words ‘‘river and harbor improvements’’ were sub-
stituted for ‘‘such improvements’’, in view of Dixon v. 

U.S., 103 Ct. Cl. 160, holding that words, ‘‘such improve-
ments’’ were not limited to the specific improvements 
listed in the 1935 act, but applied to any river and har-
bor improvements. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States Claims 
Court’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘growers’ ’’ for 
‘‘growers,’’ in section catchline, and ‘‘United States 
Claims Court’’ for ‘‘Court of Claims’’ in text. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘Notwithstanding’’. 

§ 1498. Patent and copyright cases 

(a) Whenever an invention described in and 
covered by a patent of the United States is used 
or manufactured by or for the United States 
without license of the owner thereof or lawful 
right to use or manufacture the same, the own-
er’s remedy shall be by action against the 
United States in the United States Court of Fed-
eral Claims for the recovery of his reasonable 
and entire compensation for such use and manu-
facture. Reasonable and entire compensation 
shall include the owner’s reasonable costs, in-
cluding reasonable fees for expert witnesses and 
attorneys, in pursuing the action if the owner is 
an independent inventor, a nonprofit organiza-
tion, or an entity that had no more than 500 em-
ployees at any time during the 5-year period 
preceding the use or manufacture of the pat-
ented invention by or for the United States. 
Nothwithstanding 1 the preceding sentences, un-
less the action has been pending for more than 
10 years from the time of filing to the time that 
the owner applies for such costs and fees, rea-
sonable and entire compensation shall not in-
clude such costs and fees if the court finds that 
the position of the United States was substan-
tially justified or that special circumstances 
make an award unjust. 

For the purposes of this section, the use or 
manufacture of an invention described in and 
covered by a patent of the United States by a 
contractor, a subcontractor, or any person, firm, 
or corporation for the Government and with the 
authorization or consent of the Government, 
shall be construed as use or manufacture for the 
United States. 

The court shall not award compensation under 
this section if the claim is based on the use or 
manufacture by or for the United States of any 
article owned, leased, used by, or in the posses-
sion of the United States prior to July 1, 1918. 

A Government employee shall have the right 
to bring suit against the Government under this 
section except where he was in a position to 
order, influence, or induce use of the invention 
by the Government. This section shall not con-
fer a right of action on any patentee or any as-
signee of such patentee with respect to any in-
vention discovered or invented by a person while 
in the employment or service of the United 
States, where the invention was related to the 
official functions of the employee, in cases in 
which such functions included research and de-
velopment, or in the making of which Govern-
ment time, materials or facilities were used. 

(b) Hereafter, whenever the copyright in any 
work protected under the copyright laws of the 
United States shall be infringed by the United 
States, by a corporation owned or controlled by 
the United States, or by a contractor, sub-
contractor, or any person, firm, or corporation 
acting for the Government and with the author-
ization or consent of the Government, the exclu-
sive action which may be brought for such in-
fringement shall be an action by the copyright 
owner against the United States in the Court of 
Federal Claims for the recovery of his reason-
able and entire compensation as damages for 

such infringement, including the minimum stat-
utory damages as set forth in section 504(c) of 
title 17, United States Code: Provided, That a 
Government employee shall have a right of ac-
tion against the Government under this sub-
section except where he was in a position to 
order, influence, or induce use of the copy-
righted work by the Government: Provided, how-

ever, That this subsection shall not confer a 
right of action on any copyright owner or any 
assignee of such owner with respect to any copy-
righted work prepared by a person while in the 
employment or service of the United States, 
where the copyrighted work was prepared as a 
part of the official functions of the employee, or 
in the preparation of which Government time, 
material, or facilities were used: And provided 

further, That before such action against the 
United States has been instituted the appro-
priate corporation owned or controlled by the 
United States or the head of the appropriate de-
partment or agency of the Government, as the 
case may be, is authorized to enter into an 
agreement with the copyright owner in full set-
tlement and compromise for the damages accru-
ing to him by reason of such infringement and 
to settle the claim administratively out of 
available appropriations. 

Except as otherwise provided by law, no recov-
ery shall be had for any infringement of a copy-
right covered by this subsection committed 
more than three years prior to the filing of the 
complaint or counterclaim for infringement in 
the action, except that the period between the 
date of receipt of a written claim for compensa-
tion by the Department or agency of the Gov-
ernment or corporation owned or controlled by 
the United States, as the case may be, having 
authority to settle such claim and the date of 
mailing by the Government of a notice to the 
claimant that his claim has been denied shall 
not be counted as a part of the three years, un-
less suit is brought before the last-mentioned 
date. 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to any claim arising in a foreign country. 

(d) Hereafter, whenever a plant variety pro-
tected by a certificate of plant variety protec-
tion under the laws of the United States shall be 
infringed by the United States, by a corporation 
owned or controlled by the United States, or by 
a contractor, subcontractor, or any person, firm, 
or corporation acting for the Government, and 
with the authorization and consent of the Gov-
ernment, the exclusive remedy of the owner of 
such certificate shall be by action against the 
United States in the Court of Federal Claims for 
the recovery of his reasonable and entire com-
pensation as damages for such infringement: 
Provided, That a Government employee shall 
have a right of action against the Government 
under this subsection except where he was in a 
position to order, influence, or induce use of the 
protected plant variety by the Government: Pro-

vided, however, That this subsection shall not 
confer a right of action on any certificate owner 
or any assignee of such owner with respect to 
any protected plant variety made by a person 
while in the employment or service of the 
United States, where such variety was prepared 
as a part of the official functions of the em-
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