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any discretionary powers granted to an inter-
national regulatory body, the structures and 
decisionmaking procedures of such body, the 
availability of impartial and effective proce-
dures for the settlement of disputes, and any 
features that tend to discriminate against ex-
ploration and commercial recovery activities 
undertaken by United States citizens; and 

(3) that this chapter should be transitional 
pending— 

(A) the adoption of an international agree-
ment at the Third United Nations Con-
ference on the Law of the Sea, and the enter-
ing into force of such agreement, or portions 
thereof, with respect to the United States, 
or 

(B) if such adoption is not forthcoming, 
the negotiation of a multilateral or other 
treaty concerning the deep seabed, and the 
entering into force of such treaty with re-
spect to the United States. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title II, § 201, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 575.) 

§ 1442. Effect of international agreement 

If an international agreement enters into 
force with respect to the United States, any pro-
vision of subchapter I of this chapter, this sub-
chapter, or subchapter III of this chapter, and 
any regulation issued under any such provision, 
which is not inconsistent with such inter-
national agreement shall continue in effect with 
respect to United States citizens. In the imple-
mentation of such international agreement the 
Administrator, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, shall make every effort, to the 
maximum extent practicable consistent with 
the provisions of that agreement, to provide for 
the continued operation of exploration and com-
mercial recovery activities undertaken by 
United States citizens prior to entry into force 
of the agreement. The Administrator shall sub-
mit to the Congress, within one year after the 
date of such entry into force, a report on the ac-
tions taken by the Administrator under this sec-
tion, which report shall include, but not be lim-
ited to— 

(1) a description of the status of deep seabed 
mining operations of United States citizens 
under the international agreement; and 

(2) an assessment of whether United States 
citizens who were engaged in exploration or 
commercial recovery on the date such agree-
ment entered into force have been permitted 
to continue their operations. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title II, § 202, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 576.) 

§ 1443. Protection of interim investments 

In order to further the objectives set forth in 
section 1441 of this title, the Administrator, not 
more than one year after June 28, 1980— 

(1) shall submit to the Congress proposed 
legislation necessary for the United States to 
implement a system for the protection of in-
terim investments that has been adopted as 
part of an international agreement and any 
resolution relating to such international 
agreement; or 

(2) if a system for the protection of interim 
investments has not been so adopted, shall re-
port to the Congress on the status of negotia-
tions relating to the establishment of such a 
system. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title II, § 203, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 576.) 

§ 1444. Disclaimer of obligation to pay compensa-
tion 

Sections 1441 and 1442 of this title do not cre-
ate or express any legal or moral obligation on 
the part of the United States Government to 
compensate any person for any impairment of 
the value of that person’s investment in any op-
eration for exploration or commercial recovery 
under subchapter I of this chapter which might 
occur in connection with the entering into force 
of an international agreement with respect to 
the United States. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title II, § 204, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 576.) 

SUBCHAPTER III—ENFORCEMENT AND 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

§ 1461. Prohibited acts 

It is unlawful for any person who is a United 
States citizen, or a foreign national on board a 
vessel documented or numbered under the laws 
of the United States, or subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States under a reciprocating 
state agreement negotiated under section 1428(e) 
of this title— 

(1) to violate any provision of this chapter, 
any regulation issued under this chapter, or 
any term, condition, or restriction of any li-
cense or permit issued to such person under 
this chapter; 

(2) to engage in exploration or commercial 
recovery after the revocation, or during the 
period of suspension, of an applicable license 
or permit issued under this chapter, to engage 
in a particular exploration or commercial re-
covery activity during the period such activ-
ity has been suspended under this chapter, or 
to fail to modify a particular exploration or 
commercial recovery activity for which modi-
fication was required under this chapter; 

(3) to refuse to permit any Federal officer or 
employee authorized to monitor or enforce the 
provisions of this chapter, as provided in sec-
tions 1424 and 1464 of this title, to board a ves-
sel documented or numbered under the laws of 
the United States, or any vessel for which 
such boarding is authorized by a treaty or ex-
ecutive agreement, for purposes of conducting 
any search or inspection in connection with 
the monitoring or enforcement of this chapter 
or any regulation, term, condition, or restric-
tion referred to in paragraph (1); 

(4) to forcibly assault, resist, oppose, im-
pede, intimidate, or interfere with any such 
authorized officer or employee in the conduct 
of any search or inspection described in para-
graph (3); 

(5) to resist a lawful arrest for any act pro-
hibited by this section; 

(6) to ship, transport, offer for sale, sell, pur-
chase, import, export, or have custody, con-
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trol, or possession of any hard mineral re-
source recovered, processed, or retained in vio-
lation of this chapter or any regulation, term, 
condition, or restriction referred to in para-
graph (1); or 

(7) to interfere with, delay, or prevent, by 
any means, the apprehension or arrest of any 
other person subject to this section knowing 
that such other person has committed any act 
prohibited by this section. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 301, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 577.) 

§ 1462. Civil penalties 

(a) Assessment of penalty 

Any person subject to section 1461 of this title 
who is found by the Administrator, after notice 
and an opportunity for a hearing in accordance 
with section 554 of title 5, to have committed 
any act prohibited by section 1461 of this title 
shall be liable to the United States for a civil 
penalty. The amount of the civil penalty shall 
not exceed $25,000 for each violation. Each day of 
a continuing violation shall constitute a sepa-
rate offense. The amount of such civil penalty 
shall be assessed by the Administrator by writ-
ten notice. In determining the amount of such 
penalty, the Administrator shall take into ac-
count the nature, circumstances, extent, and 
gravity of the prohibited act committed and, 
with respect to the violator, any history of prior 
offenses, good faith demonstrated in attempting 
to achieve timely compliance after being cited 
for the violation, and such other matters as jus-
tice may require. 

(b) Review of civil penalty 

Any person subject to section 1461 of this title 
against whom a civil penalty is assessed under 
subsection (a) of this section may obtain review 
thereof in an appropriate district court of the 
United States by filing a notice of appeal in 
such court within 30 days from the date of such 
order and by simultaneously sending a copy of 
such notice by certified mail to the Adminis-
trator. The Administrator shall promptly file in 
such court a certified copy of the record upon 
which the particular violation was found and 
such penalty was imposed, as provided in section 
2112 of title 28. The findings and order of the Ad-
ministrator shall be set aside by such court if 
they are not found to be supported by substan-
tial evidence, as provided in section 706(2)(E) of 
title 5. 

(c) Action upon failure to pay assessment 

If any person subject to section 1461 of this 
title fails to pay a civil penalty assessed against 
such person after the penalty has become final, 
or after the appropriate court has entered final 
judgment in favor of the Administrator, the Ad-
ministrator shall refer the matter to the Attor-
ney General of the United States, who shall re-
cover the civil penalty assessed in any appro-
priate district court of the United States. In 
such action, the validity and appropriateness of 
the final order imposing the civil penalty shall 
not be subject to review. 

(d) Compromise or other action by the Adminis-
trator 

The Administrator may compromise, modify, 
or remit, with or without conditions, any civil 

penalty which is subject to imposition or which 
has been imposed under this section unless an 
action brought under subsection (b) or (c) of this 
section is pending in a court of the United 
States. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 302, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 577.) 

§ 1463. Criminal offenses 

(a) Offense 

A person subject to section 1461 of this title is 
guilty of an offense if such person willfully and 
knowingly commits any act prohibited by sec-
tion 1461 of this title. 

(b) Punishment 

Any offense described in paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (6) of section 1461 of this title is punishable 
by a fine of not more than $75,000 for each day 
during which the violation continues. Any of-
fense described in paragraphs (3), (4), (5), and (7) 
of section 1461 of this title is punishable by a 
fine of not more than $75,000 or imprisonment 
for not more than six months, or both. If, in the 
commission of any offense, the person subject to 
the jurisdiction of the United States uses a dan-
gerous weapon, engages in conduct that causes 
bodily injury to any Federal officer or employee, 
or places any such Federal officer or employee 
in fear of imminent bodily injury, the offense is 
punishable by a fine of not more than $100,000 or 
imprisonment for not more than ten years, or 
both. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 303, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 578.) 

§ 1464. Enforcement 

(a) Responsibility 

Subject to the other provisions of this sub-
section, the Administrator shall enforce the pro-
visions of this chapter. The Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is operating 
shall exercise such other enforcement respon-
sibilities with respect to vessels subject to the 
provisions of this chapter as are authorized 
under other provisions of law and may, upon the 
specific request of the Administrator, assist the 
Administrator in the enforcement of the provi-
sions of this chapter. The Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is operating 
shall have the exclusive responsibility for en-
forcement measures which affect the safety of 
life and property at sea. The Administrator and 
the Secretary of the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating may, by agreement, on 
a reimbursable basis or otherwise, utilize the 
personnel, services, equipment, including air-
craft and vessels, and facilities of any other Fed-
eral agency or department, and may authorize 
officers or employees of other departments or 
agencies to provide assistance as necessary in 
carrying out subsection (b) of this section. While 
providing such assistance, these officers and em-
ployees shall be under the control, authority, 
and supervision of the Coast Guard. The Admin-
istrator and the Secretary of the department in 
which the Coast Guard is operating may issue 
regulations jointly or severally as may be nec-
essary and appropriate to carry out their duties 
under this section. 
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(b) Powers of authorized officers 

To enforce this chapter on board any vessel 
subject to the provisions of this chapter, any of-
ficer who is authorized by the Administrator or 
by the Secretary of the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating may— 

(1) board and inspect any vessel which is sub-
ject to the provisions of this chapter; 

(2) search any such vessel if the officer has 
reasonable cause to believe that the vessel has 
been used or employed in the violation of any 
provision of this chapter; 

(3) arrest any person subject to section 1461 
of this title if the officer has reasonable cause 
to believe that the person has committed a 
criminal offense under section 1463 of this 
title; 

(4) seize any such vessel together with its 
gear, furniture, appurtenances, stores, and 
cargo, used or employed in, or with respect to 
which it reasonably appears that such vessel 
was used or employed in, the violation of any 
provision of this chapter if such seizure is nec-
essary to prevent evasion of the enforcement 
of this chapter; 

(5) seize any hard mineral resource recovered 
or processed in violation of any provision of 
this chapter; 

(6) seize any other evidence related to any 
violation of any provision of this chapter; 

(7) execute any warrant or other process is-
sued by any court of competent jurisdiction; 
and 

(8) exercise any other lawful authority. 

(c) Definitions 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘provi-
sions of this chapter’’ or ‘‘provision of this chap-
ter’’ means (1) any provision of subchapter I or 
II of this chapter or this subchapter, (2) any reg-
ulation issued under subchapter I of this chap-
ter, subchapter II of this chapter, or this sub-
chapter, and (3) any term, condition, or restric-
tion of any license or permit issued under sub-
chapter I of this chapter. 

(d) Proprietary information 

Proprietary and privileged information seized 
or maintained under this subchapter concerning 
a person or vessel engaged in exploration or 
commercial recovery shall not be made avail-
able for general or public use or inspection. The 
Administrator and the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating 
shall issue regulations to insure the confiden-
tiality of privileged and proprietary informa-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 304, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 578.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 1465. Liability of vessels 

Any vessel documented or numbered under the 
laws of the United States (except a public vessel 

engaged in noncommercial activities) which is 
used in any violation of this chapter, any regu-
lation issued under this chapter, or any term, 
condition, or restriction of any license or permit 
issued under subchapter I of this chapter shall 
be liable in rem for any civil penalty assessed or 
criminal fine imposed and may be proceeded 
against in any district court of the United 
States having jurisdiction thereof. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 305, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 579.) 

§ 1466. Civil forfeitures 

(a) In general 

Any vessel subject to the provisions of sec-
tions 1464 and 1465 of this title, including its 
gear, furniture, appurtenances, stores, and 
cargo, which is used, in any manner, in connec-
tion with or as a result of the commission of any 
act prohibited by section 1461 of this title and 
any hard mineral resource which is recovered, 
processed, or retained, in any manner, in con-
nection with or as a result of the commission of 
any such act, shall be subject to forfeiture to 
the United States. All or part of such vessel, and 
all such hard mineral resources, may be for-
feited to the United States pursuant to a civil 
proceeding under this section. All provisions of 
law relating to the seizure, judicial forfeiture, 
and condemnation of a vessel or cargo for viola-
tion of the customs laws, and the disposition of 
the vessel, cargo, or proceeds from the sale 
thereof and the remission or mitigation of such 
forfeitures shall apply to seizures and forfeitures 
incurred or alleged to have been incurred under 
the provisions of this section insofar as such 
provisions of law are applicable and not incon-
sistent with this chapter. 

(b) Jurisdiction of courts 

Any district court of the United States which 
has jurisdiction under section 1467 of this title 
shall have jurisdiction, upon application by the 
Attorney General on behalf of the United States, 
to order any forfeiture authorized under sub-
section (a) of this section and any action pro-
vided for under subsection (d) of this section. 

(c) Judgment 

If a judgment is entered for the United States 
in a civil forfeiture proceeding under this sec-
tion, the Attorney General may seize any prop-
erty or other interest declared forfeited to the 
United States which has not previously been 
seized pursuant to this chapter or for which se-
curity has not previously been obtained under 
subsection (d) of this section. 

(d) Procedure 

Any officer authorized to serve any process in 
rem which is issued by a court having jurisdic-
tion under section 1467 of this title shall stay 
the execution of such process, or discharge any 
property seized pursuant to such process, upon 
the receipt of a satisfactory bond or other secu-
rity from any person subject to section 1461 of 
this title claiming such property. Such bond or 
other security shall be conditioned upon such 
person (1) delivering such property to the appro-
priate court upon order thereof, without any im-
pairment of its value; or (2) paying the mone-
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tary value of such property pursuant to any 
order of such court. Judgment shall be recover-
able on such bond or other security against both 
the principal and any sureties in the event that 
any condition thereof is breached, as determined 
by such court. 

(e) Rebuttable presumption 

For purposes of this section, it shall be a re-
buttable presumption that all hard mineral re-
sources found on board a vessel subject to the 
provisions of sections 1464 and 1465 of this title 
which is seized in connection with an act prohib-
ited by section 1461 of this title were recovered, 
processed, or retained in violation of this chap-
ter. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 306, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 580.) 

§ 1467. Jurisdiction of courts 

The district courts of the United States shall 
have exclusive jurisdiction over any case or con-
troversy arising under the provisions of this 
chapter. These courts may, at any time— 

(1) enter restraining orders or prohibitions; 
(2) issue warrants, process in rem, or other 

process; 
(3) prescribe and accept satisfactory bonds 

or other security; and 
(4) take such other actions as are in the in-

terest of justice. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 307, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 580.) 

§ 1468. Regulations 

(a) Proposed regulations 

Not later than 270 days after June 28, 1980, the 
Administrator shall solicit the views of the 
agency heads referred to in section 1419(b) of 
this title and of interested persons, and issue, in 
accordance with section 553 of title 5, such pro-
posed regulations as are required by or are nec-
essary and appropriate to implement sub-
chapters I and II of this chapter and this sub-
chapter. The Administrator shall hold at least 
one public hearing on such proposed regulations. 

(b) Final regulations 

Not later than 180 days after the date on which 
proposed regulations are issued pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this section, the Administrator 
shall solicit the views of the agency heads re-
ferred to in section 1419(b) of this title and of in-
terested persons, consider the comments re-
ceived during the public hearing required in sub-
section (a) of this section and any written com-
ments on the proposed regulations received by 
the Administrator, and issue, in accordance 
with section 553 of title 5, such regulations as 
are required by or are necessary and appropriate 
to implement subchapters I and II of this chap-
ter and this subchapter. 

(c) Amendments 

The Administrator may at any time amend 
regulations issued pursuant to subsection (b) of 
this section as the Administrator determines to 
be necessary and appropriate in order to provide 
for the conservation of natural resources within 
the meaning of section 1420 of this title, protec-

tion of the environment, and the safety of life 
and property at sea. Such amended regulations 
shall apply to all exploration or commercial re-
covery activities conducted under any license or 
permit issued or maintained pursuant to this 
chapter; except that any such amended regula-
tions which provide for conservation of natural 
resources shall apply to exploration or commer-
cial recovery conducted under an existing li-
cense or permit during the present term of such 
license or permit only if the Administrator de-
termines that such amended regulations provid-
ing for conservation of natural resources will 
not impose serious or irreparable economic 
hardship on the licensee or permittee. Any 
amendment to regulations under this subsection 
shall be made on the record after an opportunity 
for an agency hearing. 

(d) Consistency 

This chapter and the regulations issued under 
this chapter shall not be deemed to supersede 
any other Federal laws or treaties or regulations 
issued thereunder. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 308, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 581.) 

§ 1469. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 309, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 581, which required the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to sub-
mit a biennial report to Congress on the administration 
of this chapter, terminated, effective May 15, 2000, pur-
suant to section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set 
out as a note under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and 
Finance. See, also, page 54 of House Document No. 
103–7. 

§ 1470. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Administrator, for purposes of carrying out the 
provisions of subchapters I and II of this chapter 
and this subchapter, such sums as may be nec-
essary for the fiscal years ending September 30, 
1981, and September 30, 1982, and $1,469,000 for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1983, 
$2,150,000 for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 1984, $1,500,000 for each of the fiscal years 
ending September 30, 1985, and September 30, 
1986, $1,500,000 for each of the fiscal years ending 
September 30, 1987, September 30, 1988, and Sep-
tember 30, 1989, and $1,525,000 for each of the fis-
cal years 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 310, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 582; Pub. L. 97–416, Jan. 4, 1983, 96 Stat. 
2084; Pub. L. 98–623, title IV, § 403, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3408; Pub. L. 99–507, § 2, Oct. 21, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1847; Pub. L. 101–178, § 1, Nov. 28, 1989, 103 
Stat. 1297.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pub. L. 101–178 inserted provisions authorizing 
appropriations of $1,525,000 for each of fiscal years 1990, 
1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–507 inserted provisions authorizing 
appropriations of $1,500,000 for each of fiscal years end-
ing Sept. 30, 1987, Sept. 30, 1988, and Sept. 30, 1989. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–623 inserted provisions authorizing 
appropriations of $1,500,000 for each of fiscal years end-
ing Sept. 30, 1985, and Sept. 30, 1986. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 1 See References in Text note below. 

1983—Pub. L. 97–416 inserted provisions authorizing 
appropriations of $1,469,000 for fiscal year ending Sept. 
30, 1983, and $2,150,000 for fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 
1984. 

§ 1471. Severability 

If any provision of this chapter or any applica-
tion thereof is held invalid, the validity of the 
remainder of the chapter, or any other applica-
tion, shall not be affected thereby. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 311, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 582.) 

§ 1472. Deep Seabed Revenue Sharing Trust 
Fund; establishment 

(a) Creation of Trust Fund 

There is established in the Treasury of the 
United States a trust fund to be known as the 
‘‘Deep Seabed Revenue Sharing Trust Fund’’ 
(hereinafter in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Trust Fund’’), consisting of such amounts as 
may be appropriated or credited to the Trust 
Fund as provided in this section. 

(b) Transfer to Trust Fund of amounts equiva-
lent to certain taxes 

(1) In general 

There are hereby appropriated to the Trust 
Fund amounts determined by the Secretary of 
the Treasury to be equivalent to the amounts 
of the taxes received in the Treasury under 
section 4495 1 of title 26. 

(2) Method of transfer 

The amounts appropriated by paragraph (1) 
shall be transferred at least quarterly from 
the general fund of the Treasury to the Trust 
Fund on the basis of estimates made by the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the amounts re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) received in the 
Treasury. Proper adjustments shall be made in 
the amounts subsequently transferred to the 
extent prior estimates were in excess of or less 
than the amount required to be transferred. 

(c) Management of Trust Fund 

(1) Report 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to hold the Trust Fund, and to re-
port to the Congress for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 1980, and each fiscal year there-
after on the financial condition and the re-
sults of the operations of the Trust Fund dur-
ing the preceding year and on its expected 
condition and operations during the fiscal 
year and the next five fiscal years after the 
fiscal year. Such report shall be printed as a 
House document of the session of the Congress 
to which the report is made. 

(2) Investment 

(A) In general 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to invest such portion of the Trust 
Fund as is not, in his judgment, required to 
meet current withdrawals. Such investments 
may be made only in interest-bearing obliga-
tions of the United States. For such purpose, 

such obligations may be acquired (i) on 
original issue at the issue price, or (ii) by 
purchase of outstanding obligations at the 
market price. 

(B) Sale of obligations 

Any obligation acquired by the Trust Fund 
may be sold by the Secretary at the market 
price. 

(C) Interest on certain proceeds 

The interest on, and the proceeds from the 
sale or redemption of, any obligations held 
in the Trust Fund shall be credited to and 
form a part of the Trust Fund. 

(d) Expenditures from Trust Fund 

If an international deep seabed treaty is rati-
fied by and in effect with respect to the United 
States on or before the date ten years after June 
28, 1980, amounts in the Trust Fund shall be 
available, as provided by appropriations Acts, 
for making contributions required under such 
treaty for purposes of the sharing among na-
tions of the revenues from deep seabed mining. 
Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to 
authorize any program or other activity not 
otherwise authorized by law. 

(e) Use of funds 

If an international deep seabed treaty is not in 
effect with respect to the United States on or 
before the date ten years after June 28, 1980, 
amounts in the Trust Fund shall be available for 
such purposes as Congress may hereafter provide 
by law. 

(f) International deep seabed treaty 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘inter-
national deep seabed treaty’’ has the meaning 
given to such term by section 4498(b) 1 of title 26. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title IV, § 403, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 584; Pub. L. 99–514, § 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 
Stat. 2095.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 4495 and 4498 of title 26, referred to in sub-
secs. (b)(1) and (f), were repealed by Pub. L. 105–34, title 
XIV, § 1432(b)(1), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1050. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of title IV of Pub. L. 
96–283, and not as part of title III of Pub. L. 96–283, 
which comprises this subchapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986’’ for ‘‘Internal Revenue Code 
of 1954’’, which for purposes of codification was trans-
lated as ‘‘title 26’’ thus requiring no change in text. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
in subsec. (c)(1) of this section relating to the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to report annually to 
Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, 
set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 31, Money 
and Finance, and page 143 of House Document No. 103–7. 

§ 1473. Revenue and customs or tariff treatment 
of deep seabed mining unaffected 

Except as otherwise provided in sections 4495 
to 4498 1 of title 26, nothing in this chapter shall 
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affect the application of title 26. Nothing in this 
chapter shall affect the application of the cus-
toms or tariff laws of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title IV, § 404, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 586; Pub. L. 99–514, § 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 
Stat. 2095.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 4495 to 4498 of title 26, referred to in text, 
were in the original ‘‘section 402’’, meaning section 402 
of Pub. L. 96–283, title IV, June 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 582, 
which enacted sections 4495 to 4498 of Title 26, Internal 
Revenue Code, and enacted a provision set out as a note 
under section 4495 of Title 26. Sections 4495 to 4498 of 
title 26 were repealed by Pub. L. 105–34, title XIV, 
§ 1432(b)(1), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1050. 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 96–283, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 553, as amended, known as the Deep Seabed Hard 
Mineral Resources Act, which is classified principally 
to this chapter (§ 1401 et seq.). For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out under section 1401 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of title IV of Pub. L. 
96–283, and not as part of title III of Pub. L. 96–283 
which comprises this subchapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986’’ for ‘‘Internal Revenue Code of 1954’’, 
which for purposes of codification was translated as 
‘‘title 26’’ thus requiring no change in text. 

CHAPTER 27—GEOTHERMAL ENERGY 

Sec. 

1501. Congressional statement of findings. 

SUBCHAPTER I—PROJECT LOANS 

1511. Loans for geothermal reservoir confirmation. 
1512. Loan size limitation. 
1513. Loan interest rates; repayment periods. 
1514. Program termination. 
1515. Regulations. 
1516. Authorizations. 

SUBCHAPTER II—STUDY, ESTABLISHMENT, AND 
IMPLEMENTATION OF INSURANCE PROGRAM 

1521. Reservoir insurance program study. 
1522. Establishment of program. 

SUBCHAPTER III—ESTABLISHMENT OF 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

1531. Feasibility study loan program. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—FEDERAL FACILITIES 

1541. Use of geothermal energy in Federal facili-
ties. 

1542. Regulations. 

§ 1501. Congressional statement of findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) domestic geothermal reserves can be de-

veloped into regionally significant energy 
sources promoting the economic health and 
national security of the Nation; 

(2) there are institutional and economic bar-
riers to the commercialization of geothermal 
technology; and 

(3) Federal agencies should consider the use 
of geothermal energy in the Government’s 
buildings. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title VI, § 602, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 763.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 601 of title VI of Pub. L. 96–294 provided that: 
‘‘This title [enacting this chapter and sections 1146 and 
1147 of this title and amending sections 1141 and 1143 of 
this title and sections 796, 824a–3, 824i, and 824j of Title 
16, Conservation] may be cited as the ‘Geothermal En-
ergy Act of 1980’.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER I—PROJECT LOANS 

§ 1511. Loans for geothermal reservoir confirma-
tion 

(a) Authorization; purposes 

The Secretary of Energy (hereafter in this 
chapter referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) is au-
thorized to make a loan to any person, from 
funds appropriated (pursuant to this subchapter) 
to the Geothermal Resources Development Fund 
established under section 1144 of this title, to as-
sist such person in undertaking and carrying out 
a project which (1) is designed to explore for or 
determine the economic viability of a geo-
thermal reservoir and (2) consists of surface ex-
ploration and the drilling of one or more explor-
atory wells. 

(b) Repayment rates 

Subject to subsection (c) of this section and to 
section 1513(b) of this title, any loan under sub-
section (a) of this section shall be repayable out 
of revenue from production of the geothermal 
energy reservoir with respect to which the loan 
was made, at a rate, in any year, not to exceed 
20 per centum of the gross revenue from the res-
ervoir in that year; except that if any disposi-
tion of the geothermal rights to the reservoir is 
made to one or more other persons by the bor-
rower, the full amount of the loan balance out-
standing, or so much of the loan balance out-
standing as is equal to the full amount of the 
compensation realized by the borrower upon 
such disposition, whichever is less, shall be re-
paid immediately. In any case where the res-
ervoir is confirmed (as determined by the Sec-
retary), the Secretary may impute a reasonable 
revenue for purposes of determining repayment 
if— 

(1) reasonable efforts are not made to put 
such reservoir in commercial operation, 

(2) the borrower (or any such other person) 
utilizes the resources of the reservoir without 
a sale of the energy or geothermal energy re-
sources therefrom, or 

(3) a sale of energy or geothermal energy re-
sources from the reservoir is made for an un-
reasonably low price; 

except that no such imputation of revenue shall 
be made during the three-year period imme-
diately following such reservoir confirmation. In 
the event of failure to begin production of reve-
nue (or, where no sale of energy or geothermal 
energy resources is made, to begin production of 
energy for commercial use) within five years 
after the date of such reservoir confirmation, 
the Secretary may take action to recover the 
value, not to exceed the amount of the unpaid 
balance of the loan plus any accrued interest 
thereon, of any assets of the project in question, 
including resource rights. 
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