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eligible to receive such funds under such 
statutes. 

(C) Procedures and criteria 

If the Secretary enters into an agreement 
under this subsection for the administration 
of a jointly funded project— 

(i) the agreement shall specify which 
agency’s procedures shall be used to award 
grants, contracts, or cooperative agree-
ments and to administer such awards; 

(ii) the participating agencies may de-
velop a single set of criteria for the jointly 
funded project, and may require applicants 
to submit a single application for joint re-
view by such agencies; and 

(iii) unless the heads of the participating 
agencies develop joint eligibility require-
ments, an applicant for an award for the 
project shall meet the eligibility require-
ments of each program involved. 

(2) Limitation 

The Secretary may not construe the provi-
sions of this subsection to take precedence 
over a limitation on joint funding contained in 
an applicable statute. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title I, § 162, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1727.) 

§ 15083. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) In general 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out the projects specified in this section 
$16,000,000 for fiscal year 2001, and such sums as 
may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2002 
through 2007. 

(b) Use of funds 

(1) Grants, contracts, and agreements 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the 
amount appropriated under subsection (a) of 
this section for each fiscal year shall be used 
to award grants, or enter into contracts, coop-
erative agreements, or other agreements, 
under section 15082 of this title. 

(2) Administrative costs 

Not more than 1 percent of the amount ap-
propriated under subsection (a) of this section 
for each fiscal year may be used to provide for 
the administrative costs (other than com-
pensation of Federal employees) of the Admin-
istration on Developmental Disabilities for ad-
ministering this part and parts B, C, and D of 
this subchapter, including monitoring the per-
formance of and providing technical assistance 
to, entities that receive funds under this sub-
chapter. 

(c) Technical assistance for Councils and Centers 

(1) In general 

For each covered year, the Secretary shall 
expend, to provide technical assistance for en-
tities funded under part B or D of this sub-
chapter, an amount from funds appropriated 
under subsection (a) of this section that is not 
less than the amount the Secretary expended 
on technical assistance for entities funded 
under that part (or a corresponding provision) 
in the previous fiscal year. 

(2) Covered year 

In this subsection, the term ‘‘covered year’’ 
means— 

(A) in the case of an expenditure for enti-
ties funded under part B of this subchapter, 
a fiscal year for which the amount appro-
priated under section 15029(a) of this title is 
less than $76,000,000; and 

(B) in the case of an expenditure for enti-
ties funded under part D of this subchapter, 
a fiscal year prior to the first fiscal year for 
which the amount appropriated under sec-
tion 15066(a)(1) of this title is not less than 
$20,000,000. 

(3) References 

References in this subsection to part D of 
this subchapter shall not be considered to in-
clude section 15063(c)(4) of this title. 

(d) Technical assistance on electronic informa-
tion sharing 

In addition to any funds reserved under sub-
section (c) of this section, the Secretary shall 
reserve $100,000 from the amount appropriated 
under subsection (a) of this section for each fis-
cal year to carry out section 15063(c)(4) of this 
title. 

(e) Limitation 

For any fiscal year for which the amount ap-
propriated under subsection (a) of this section is 
not less than $10,000,000, not more than 50 per-
cent of such amount shall be used for activities 
carried out under section 15081(2)(A) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title I, § 163, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1727.) 

SUBCHAPTER II—FAMILY SUPPORT 

§ 15091. Findings, purposes, and policy 

(a) Findings 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) It is in the best interest of our Nation to 

preserve, strengthen, and maintain the family. 
(2) Families of children with disabilities pro-

vide support, care, and training to their chil-
dren that can save States millions of dollars. 
Without the efforts of family caregivers, many 
persons with disabilities would receive care 
through State-supported out-of-home place-
ments. 

(3) Most families of children with disabil-
ities, especially families in unserved and un-
derserved populations, do not have access to 
family-centered and family-directed services 
to support such families in their efforts to 
care for such children at home. 

(4) Medical advances and improved health 
care have increased the life span of many peo-
ple with disabilities, and the combination of 
the longer life spans and the aging of family 
caregivers places a continually increasing de-
mand on the finite service delivery systems of 
the States. 

(5) In 1996, 49 States provided family support 
initiatives in response to the needs of families 
of children with disabilities. Such initiatives 
included the provision of cash subsidies, res-
pite care, and other forms of support. There is 
a need in each State, however, to strengthen, 
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expand, and coordinate the activities of a sys-
tem of family support services for families of 
children with disabilities that is easily acces-
sible, avoids duplication, uses resources effi-
ciently, and prevents gaps in services to fami-
lies in all areas of the State. 

(6) The goals of the Nation properly include 
the goal of providing to families of children 
with disabilities the family support services 
necessary— 

(A) to support the family; 
(B) to enable families of children with dis-

abilities to nurture and enjoy their children 
at home; 

(C) to enable families of children with dis-
abilities to make informed choices and deci-
sions regarding the nature of supports, re-
sources, services, and other assistance made 
available to such families; and 

(D) to support family caregivers of adults 
with disabilities. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this subchapter are— 
(1) to promote and strengthen the implemen-

tation of comprehensive State systems of fam-
ily support services, for families with children 
with disabilities, that are family-centered and 
family-directed, and that provide families 
with the greatest possible decisionmaking au-
thority and control regarding the nature and 
use of services and support; 

(2) to promote leadership by families in plan-
ning, policy development, implementation, 
and evaluation of family support services for 
families of children with disabilities; 

(3) to promote and develop interagency co-
ordination and collaboration between agencies 
responsible for providing the services; and 

(4) to increase the availability of, funding 
for, access to, and provision of family support 
services for families of children with disabil-
ities. 

(c) Policy 

It is the policy of the United States that all 
programs, projects, and activities funded under 
this subchapter shall be family-centered and 
family-directed, and shall be provided in a man-
ner consistent with the goal of providing fami-
lies of children with disabilities with the sup-
port the families need to raise their children at 
home. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 202, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1728.) 

SHORT TITLE 

For short title of this subchapter as the ‘‘Families of 
Children With Disabilities Support Act of 2000’’, see 
section 201 of Pub. L. 106–402, set out as a note under 
section 15001 of this title. 

§ 15092. Definitions and special rule 

(a) Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) Child with a disability 

The term ‘‘child with a disability’’ means an 
individual who— 

(A) has a significant physical or mental 
impairment, as defined pursuant to State 

policy to the extent that such policy is es-
tablished without regard to type of disabil-
ity; or 

(B) is an infant or a young child from birth 
through age 8 and has a substantial develop-
mental delay or specific congenital or ac-
quired condition that presents a high prob-
ability of resulting in a disability if services 
are not provided to the infant or child. 

(2) Family 

(A) In general 

Subject to subparagraph (B), for purposes 
of the application of this subchapter in a 
State, the term ‘‘family’’ has the meaning 
given the term by the State. 

(B) Exclusion of employees 

The term does not include an employee 
who, acting in a paid employment capacity, 
provides services to a child with a disability 
in an out-of-home setting such as a hospital, 
nursing home, personal care home, board 
and care home, group home, or other facil-
ity. 

(3) Family support for families of children with 
disabilities 

The term ‘‘family support for families of 
children with disabilities’’ means supports, re-
sources, services, and other assistance pro-
vided to families of children with disabilities 
pursuant to State policy that are designed 
to— 

(A) support families in the efforts of such 
families to raise their children with disabil-
ities in the home; 

(B) strengthen the role of the family as 
primary caregiver for such children; 

(C) prevent involuntary out-of-the-home 
placement of such children and maintain 
family unity; and 

(D) reunite families with children with dis-
abilities who have been placed out of the 
home, whenever possible. 

(4) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services. 

(5) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ means each of the 50 
States of the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the United States Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands. 

(6) Systems change activities 

The term ‘‘systems change activities’’ 
means efforts that result in laws, regulations, 
policies, practices, or organizational struc-
tures— 

(A) that are family-centered and family-di-
rected; 

(B) that facilitate and increase access to, 
provision of, and funding for, family support 
services for families of children with disabil-
ities; and 

(C) that otherwise accomplish the purposes 
of this subchapter. 

(b) Special rule 

References in this subchapter to a child with a 
disability shall be considered to include ref-
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erences to an individual who is not younger than 
age 18 who— 

(1) has a significant impairment described in 
subsection (a)(1)(A) of this section; and 

(2) is residing with and receiving assistance 
from a family member. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 203, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1729.) 

§ 15093. Grants to States 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall make grants to States on 
a competitive basis, in accordance with the pro-
visions of this subchapter, to support systems 
change activities designed to assist States to de-
velop and implement, or expand and enhance, a 
statewide system of family support services for 
families of children with disabilities that ac-
complishes the purposes of this subchapter. 

(b) Award period and grant limitation 

No grant shall be awarded under this section 
for a period of more than 3 years. No State shall 
be eligible for more than 1 grant under this sec-
tion. 

(c) Amount of grants 

(1) Grants to States 

(A) Federal matching share 

From amounts appropriated under section 
15101(a) of this title, the Secretary shall pay 
to each State that has an application ap-
proved under section 15094 of this title, for 
each year of the grant period, an amount 
that is— 

(i) equal to not more than 75 percent of 
the cost of the systems change activities 
to be carried out by the State; and 

(ii) not less than $100,000 and not more 
than $500,000. 

(B) Non-Federal share 

The non-Federal share of the cost of the 
systems change activities may be in cash or 
in kind, fairly evaluated, including plant, 
equipment, or services. 

(2) Calculation of amounts 

The Secretary shall calculate a grant 
amount described in paragraph (1) on the basis 
of— 

(A) the amounts available for making 
grants under this section; and 

(B) the child population of the State con-
cerned. 

(d) Priority for previously participating States 

For the second and third fiscal years for which 
amounts are appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion, the Secretary, in providing payments 
under this section, shall give priority to States 
that received payments under this section dur-
ing the preceding fiscal year. 

(e) Priorities for distribution 

To the extent practicable, the Secretary shall 
award grants to States under this section in a 
manner that— 

(1) is geographically equitable; 
(2) distributes the grants among States that 

have differing levels of development of state-

wide systems of family support services for 
families of children with disabilities; and 

(3) distributes the grants among States that 
attempt to meet the needs of unserved and un-
derserved populations, such as individuals 
from racial and ethnic minority backgrounds, 
disadvantaged individuals, individuals with 
limited English proficiency, and individuals 
from underserved geographic areas (rural or 
urban). 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 204, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1730.) 

§ 15094. Application 

To be eligible to receive a grant under this 
subchapter, a State shall submit an application 
to the Secretary at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information and assurances 
as the Secretary may require, including infor-
mation about the designation of a lead entity, a 
description of available State resources, and as-
surances that systems change activities will be 
family-centered and family-directed. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 205, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1731.) 

§ 15095. Designation of the lead entity 

(a) Designation 

The Chief Executive Officer of a State that de-
sires to receive a grant under section 15093 of 
this title, shall designate the office or entity 
(referred to in this subchapter as the ‘‘lead en-
tity’’) responsible for— 

(1) submitting the application described in 
section 15094 of this title on behalf of the 
State; 

(2) administering and supervising the use of 
the amounts made available under the grant; 

(3) coordinating efforts related to and super-
vising the preparation of the application; 

(4) coordinating the planning, development, 
implementation (or expansion and enhance-
ment), and evaluation of a statewide system of 
family support services for families of children 
with disabilities among public agencies and 
between public agencies and private agencies, 
including coordinating efforts related to en-
tering into interagency agreements; 

(5) coordinating efforts related to the par-
ticipation by families of children with disabil-
ities in activities carried out under a grant 
made under this subchapter; and 

(6) submitting the report described in sec-
tion 15097 of this title on behalf of the State. 

(b) Qualifications 

In designating the lead entity, the Chief Exec-
utive Officer may designate— 

(1) an office of the Chief Executive Officer; 
(2) a commission appointed by the Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer; 
(3) a public agency; 
(4) a council established under Federal or 

State law; or 
(5) another appropriate office, agency, or en-

tity. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 206, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1731.) 
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§ 15096. Authorized activities 

(a) In general 

A State that receives a grant under section 
15093 of this title shall use the funds made avail-
able through the grant to carry out systems 
change activities that accomplish the purposes 
of this subchapter. 

(b) Special rule 

In carrying out activities authorized under 
this subchapter, a State shall ensure that such 
activities address the needs of families of chil-
dren with disabilities from unserved or under-
served populations. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 207, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1732.) 

§ 15097. Reporting 

A State that receives a grant under this sub-
chapter shall prepare and submit to the Sec-
retary, at the end of the grant period, a report 
containing the results of State efforts to develop 
and implement, or expand and enhance, a state-
wide system of family support services for fami-
lies of children with disabilities. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 208, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1732.) 

§ 15098. Technical assistance 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall enter into contracts or co-
operative agreements with appropriate public or 
private agencies and organizations, including in-
stitutions of higher education, with documented 
experience, expertise, and capacity, for the pur-
pose of providing technical assistance and infor-
mation with respect to the development and im-
plementation, or expansion and enhancement, of 
a statewide system of family support services 
for families of children with disabilities. 

(b) Purpose 

An agency or organization that provides tech-
nical assistance and information under this sec-
tion in a State that receives a grant under this 
subchapter shall provide the technical assist-
ance and information to the lead entity of the 
State, family members of children with disabil-
ities, organizations, service providers, and pol-
icymakers involved with children with disabil-
ities and their families. Such an agency or orga-
nization may also provide technical assistance 
and information to a State that does not receive 
a grant under this subchapter. 

(c) Reports to the Secretary 

An entity providing technical assistance and 
information under this section shall prepare and 
submit to the Secretary periodic reports regard-
ing Federal policies and procedures identified 
within the States that facilitate or impede the 
delivery of family support services to families of 
children with disabilities. The report shall in-
clude recommendations to the Secretary regard-
ing the delivery of services, coordination with 
other programs, and integration of the policies 
described in section 15091 of this title in Federal 
law, other than this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 209, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1732.) 

§ 15099. Evaluation 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall conduct a national eval-
uation of the program of grants to States au-
thorized by this subchapter. 

(b) Purpose 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall conduct the evaluation 
under subsection (a) of this section to assess 
the status and effects of State efforts to de-
velop and implement, or expand and enhance, 
statewide systems of family support services 
for families of children with disabilities in a 
manner consistent with the provisions of this 
subchapter. In particular, the Secretary shall 
assess the impact of such efforts on families of 
children with disabilities, and recommend 
amendments to this subchapter that are nec-
essary to assist States to accomplish fully the 
purposes of this subchapter. 

(2) Information systems 

The Secretary shall work with the States to 
develop an information system designed to 
compile and report, from information provided 
by the States, qualitative and quantitative de-
scriptions of the impact of the program of 
grants to States authorized by this subchapter 
on— 

(A) families of children with disabilities, 
including families from unserved and under-
served populations; 

(B) access to and funding for family sup-
port services for families of children with 
disabilities; 

(C) interagency coordination and collabo-
ration between agencies responsible for pro-
viding the services; and 

(D) the involvement of families of children 
with disabilities at all levels of the state-
wide systems. 

(c) Report to Congress 

Not later than 21⁄2 years after October 30, 2000, 
the Secretary shall prepare and submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress a report 
concerning the results of the evaluation con-
ducted under this section. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 210, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1733.) 

§ 15100. Projects of national significance 

(a) Study by the Secretary 

The Secretary shall review Federal programs 
to determine the extent to which such programs 
facilitate or impede access to, provision of, and 
funding for family support services for families 
of children with disabilities, consistent with the 
policies described in section 15091 of this title. 

(b) Projects of national significance 

The Secretary shall make grants or enter into 
contracts for projects of national significance to 
support the development of national and State 
policies and practices related to the develop-
ment and implementation, or expansion and en-
hancement, of family-centered and family-di-
rected systems of family support services for 
families of children with disabilities. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 211, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1733.) 

§ 15101. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) In general 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subchapter such sums as may be 
necessary for each of fiscal years 2001 through 
2007. 

(b) Reservation 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall reserve for each fiscal 
year 10 percent, or $400,000 (whichever is great-
er), of the amount appropriated pursuant to 
subsection (a) of this section to carry out— 

(A) section 15098 of this title (relating to 
the provision of technical assistance and in-
formation to States); and 

(B) section 15099 of this title (relating to 
the conduct of evaluations). 

(2) Special rule 

For each year that the amount appropriated 
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section is 
$10,000,000 or greater, the Secretary may re-
serve 5 percent of such amount to carry out 
section 15100 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 212, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1734.) 

SUBCHAPTER III—PROGRAM FOR DIRECT 
SUPPORT WORKERS WHO ASSIST INDI-
VIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DIS-
ABILITIES 

§ 15111. Findings 

Congress finds that— 
(1) direct support workers, especially young 

adults, have played essential roles in provid-
ing the support needed by individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities and expanding com-
munity options for those individuals; 

(2) 4 factors have contributed to a decrease 
in the available pool of direct support work-
ers, specifically— 

(A) the small population of individuals 
who are age 18 through 25, an age group that 
has been attracted to direct support work in 
the past; 

(B) the rapid expansion of the service sec-
tor, which attracts individuals who pre-
viously would have elected to pursue em-
ployment as direct support workers; 

(C) the failure of wages in the human serv-
ices sector to keep pace with wages in other 
service sectors; and 

(D) the lack of quality training and career 
advancement opportunities available to di-
rect support workers; and 

(3) individuals with developmental disabil-
ities benefit from assistance from direct sup-
port workers who are well trained, and benefit 
from receiving services from professionals who 
have spent time as direct support workers. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title III, § 301, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1734.) 

§ 15112. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) Developmental disability 

The term ‘‘developmental disability’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 15002 of 
this title. 

(2) Institution of higher education 

The term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
1141 1 of title 20. 

(3) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title III, § 302, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1734.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1141 of title 20, referred to in par. (2), was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 105–244, § 3, title I, § 101(b), title VII, 
§ 702, Oct. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1585, 1616, 1803, effective Oct. 
1, 1998. However, the term ‘‘institution of higher edu-
cation’’ is defined in section 1001 of Title 20, Education. 

§ 15113. Reaching up scholarship program 

(a) Program authorization 

The Secretary may award grants to eligible 
entities, on a competitive basis, to enable the 
entities to carry out scholarship programs by 
providing vouchers for postsecondary education 
to direct support workers who assist individuals 
with developmental disabilities residing in di-
verse settings. The Secretary shall award the 
grants to pay for the Federal share of the cost 
of providing the vouchers. 

(b) Eligible entity 

To be eligible to receive a grant under this 
section, an entity shall be— 

(1) an institution of higher education; 
(2) a State agency; or 
(3) a consortium of such institutions or 

agencies. 

(c) Application requirements 

To be eligible to receive a grant under this 
section, an eligible entity shall submit to the 
Secretary an application at such time, in such 
manner, and containing such information as the 
Secretary may require, including a description 
of— 

(1) the basis for awarding the vouchers; 
(2) the number of individuals to receive the 

vouchers; and 
(3) the amount of funds that will be made 

available by the eligible entity to pay for the 
non-Federal share of the cost of providing the 
vouchers. 

(d) Selection criteria 

In awarding a grant under this section for a 
scholarship program, the Secretary shall give 
priority to an entity submitting an application 
that— 

(1) specifies that individuals who receive 
vouchers through the program will be individ-
uals— 

(A) who are direct support workers who as-
sist individuals with developmental disabil-
ities residing in diverse settings, while pur-
suing postsecondary education; and 
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