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§ 3121. Findings and declarations 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds that— 
(1) there continue to be areas of the United 

States experiencing chronic high unemploy-
ment, underemployment, outmigration, and 
low per capita incomes, as well as areas facing 
sudden and severe economic dislocations be-
cause of structural economic changes, chang-
ing trade patterns, certain Federal actions (in-
cluding environmental requirements that re-
sult in the removal of economic activities 
from a locality), and natural disasters; 

(2) economic growth in the States, cities, 
and rural areas of the United States is pro-
duced by expanding economic opportunities, 
expanding free enterprise through trade, de-
veloping and strengthening public infrastruc-
ture, and creating a climate for job creation 
and business development; 

(3) the goal of Federal economic develop-
ment programs is to raise the standard of liv-
ing for all citizens and increase the wealth and 
overall rate of growth of the economy by en-
couraging communities to develop a more 
competitive and diversified economic base 
by— 

(A) creating an environment that pro-
motes economic activity by improving and 
expanding public infrastructure; 

(B) promoting job creation through in-
creased innovation, productivity, and entre-
preneurship; and 

(C) empowering local and regional commu-
nities experiencing chronic high unemploy-
ment and low per capita income to develop 
private sector business and attract increased 
private sector capital investment; 

(4) while economic development is an inher-
ently local process, the Federal Government 
should work in partnership with public and 
private State, regional, tribal, and local orga-
nizations to maximize the impact of existing 
resources and enable regions, communities, 
and citizens to participate more fully in the 
American dream and national prosperity; 

(5) in order to avoid duplication of effort and 
achieve meaningful, long-lasting results, Fed-
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