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REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 106–169, title I, § 101(d), Dec. 14, 1999, 113 Stat. 
1828, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 12 months after the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 14, 1999], the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services shall issue 
such regulations as may be necessary to carry out the 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion and section 674 of this title].’’ 

CONSTRUCTION OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

For construction of amendment by section 301(b), 
(c)(1)(B) of Pub. L. 110–351, see section 301(d) of Pub. L. 
110–351, set out as a note under section 671 of this title. 

TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF AVAILABILITY OF 
INDEPENDENT LIVING FUNDS 

Pub. L. 107–133, title II, § 202(b), Jan. 17, 2002, 115 Stat. 
2425, provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding section 477(d)(3) 
of the Social Security Act [subsec. (d)(3) of this sec-
tion], payments made to a State under section 477 of 
such Act for fiscal year 2000 shall remain available for 
expenditure by the State through fiscal year 2002.’’ 

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 106–169, title I, § 101(a), Dec. 14, 1999, 113 Stat. 
1823, provided that: ‘‘The Congress finds the following: 

‘‘(1) States are required to make reasonable efforts 
to find adoptive families for all children, including 
older children, for whom reunification with their bio-
logical family is not in the best interests of the child. 
However, some older children will continue to live in 
foster care. These children should be enrolled in an 
Independent Living program designed and conducted 
by State and local government to help prepare them 
for employment, postsecondary education, and suc-
cessful management of adult responsibilities. 

‘‘(2) Older children who continue to be in foster care 
as adolescents may become eligible for Independent 
Living programs. These Independent Living programs 
are not an alternative to adoption for these children. 
Enrollment in Independent Living programs can 
occur concurrent with continued efforts to locate and 
achieve placement in adoptive families for older chil-
dren in foster care. 

‘‘(3) About 20,000 adolescents leave the Nation’s fos-
ter care system each year because they have reached 
18 years of age and are expected to support them-
selves. 

‘‘(4) Congress has received extensive information 
that adolescents leaving foster care have significant 
difficulty making a successful transition to adult-
hood; this information shows that children aging out 
of foster care show high rates of homelessness, non- 
marital childbearing, poverty, and delinquent or 
criminal behavior; they are also frequently the target 
of crime and physical assaults. 

‘‘(5) The Nation’s State and local governments, 
with financial support from the Federal Government, 
should offer an extensive program of education, train-
ing, employment, and financial support for young 
adults leaving foster care, with participation in such 
program beginning several years before high school 
graduation and continuing, as needed, until the 
young adults emancipated from foster care establish 
independence or reach 21 years of age.’’ 

STUDY AND REPORT EVALUATING EFFECTIVENESS OF 
PROGRAMS 

Section 8002(d) of Pub. L. 101–239 provided that: 
‘‘(1) STUDY.—The Secretary of Health and Human 

Services shall study the programs authorized under 
section 477 of the Social Security Act [this section] for 
the purposes of evaluating the effectiveness of the pro-
grams. The study shall include a comparison of out-
comes of children who participated in the programs and 
a comparable group of children who did not participate 
in the programs. 

‘‘(2) REPORT.—Upon completion of the study, the Sec-
retary shall issue a report to the Committee on Fi-

nance of the Senate and the Committee on Ways and 
Means of the House of Representatives.’’ 

§ 678. Rule of construction 

Nothing in this part shall be construed as pre-
cluding State courts from exercising their dis-
cretion to protect the health and safety of chil-
dren in individual cases, including cases other 
than those described in section 671(a)(15)(D) of 
this title. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 478, as added 
Pub. L. 105–89, title I, § 101(d), Nov. 19, 1997, 111 
Stat. 2117.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 678, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, 
§ 478, as added Oct. 22, 1986, Pub. L. 99–514, title XVIII, 
§ 1883(b)(10)(A), 100 Stat. 2917, excluded from AFDC unit 
child for whom foster care maintenance payments are 
made, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 101–508, title V, 
§ 5052(b), (c), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1388–228, applicable 
with respect to benefits for months beginning on or 
after the first day of the sixth calendar month follow-
ing November 1990. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Nov. 19, 1997, except as otherwise 
provided, with delay permitted if State legislation is 
required, see section 501 of Pub. L. 105–89, set out as an 
Effective Date of 1997 Amendments note under section 
622 of this title. 

§ 679. Collection of data relating to adoption and 
foster care 

(a) Advisory Committee on Adoption and Foster 
Care Information 

(1) Not later than 90 days after October 21, 
1986, the Secretary shall establish an Advisory 
Committee on Adoption and Foster Care Infor-
mation (in this section referred to as the ‘‘Advi-
sory Committee’’) to study the various methods 
of establishing, administering, and financing a 
system for the collection of data with respect to 
adoption and foster care in the United States. 

(2) The study required by paragraph (1) shall— 
(A) identify the types of data necessary to— 

(i) assess (on a continuing basis) the inci-
dence, characteristics, and status of adop-
tion and foster care in the United States, 
and 

(ii) develop appropriate national policies 
with respect to adoption and foster care; 

(B) evaluate the feasibility and appropriate-
ness of collecting data with respect to pri-
vately arranged adoptions and adoptions ar-
ranged through private agencies without as-
sistance from public child welfare agencies; 

(C) assess the validity of various methods of 
collecting data with respect to adoption and 
foster care; and 

(D) evaluate the financial and administra-
tive impact of implementing each such meth-
od. 

(3) Not later than October 1, 1987, the Advisory 
Committee shall submit to the Secretary and 
the Congress a report setting forth the results of 
the study required by paragraph (1) and evaluat-
ing and making recommendations with respect 
to the various methods of establishing, admin-
istering, and financing a system for the collec-
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tion of data with respect to adoption and foster 
care in the United States. 

(4)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), the mem-
bership and organization of the Advisory Com-
mittee shall be determined by the Secretary. 

(B) The membership of the Advisory Commit-
tee shall include representatives of— 

(i) private, nonprofit organizations with an 
interest in child welfare (including organiza-
tions that provide foster care and adoption 
services), 

(ii) organizations representing State and 
local governmental agencies with responsibil-
ity for foster care and adoption services, 

(iii) organizations representing State and 
local governmental agencies with responsibil-
ity for the collection of health and social sta-
tistics, 

(iv) organizations representing State and 
local judicial bodies with jurisdiction over 
family law, 

(v) Federal agencies responsible for the col-
lection of health and social statistics, and 

(vi) organizations and agencies involved 
with privately arranged or international adop-
tions. 

(5) After the date of the submission of the re-
port required by paragraph (3), the Advisory 
Committee shall cease to exist. 

(b) Report to Congress; regulations 

(1)(A) Not later than July 1, 1988, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Congress a report 
that— 

(i) proposes a method of establishing, admin-
istering, and financing a system for the collec-
tion of data relating to adoption and foster 
care in the United States, 

(ii) evaluates the feasibility and appropriate-
ness of collecting data with respect to pri-
vately arranged adoptions and adoptions ar-
ranged through private agencies without as-
sistance from public child welfare agencies, 
and 

(iii) evaluates the impact of the system pro-
posed under clause (i) on the agencies with re-
sponsibility for implementing it. 

(B) The report required by subparagraph (A) 
shall— 

(i) specify any changes in law that will be 
necessary to implement the system proposed 
under subparagraph (A)(i), and 

(ii) describe the type of system that will be 
implemented under paragraph (2) in the ab-
sence of such changes. 

(2) Not later than December 31, 1988, the Sec-
retary shall promulgate final regulations pro-
viding for the implementation of— 

(A) the system proposed under paragraph 
(1)(A)(i), or 

(B) if the changes in law specified pursuant 
to paragraph (1)(B)(i) have not been enacted, 
the system described in paragraph (1)(B)(ii). 

Such regulations shall provide for the full im-
plementation of the system not later than Octo-
ber 1, 1991. 

(c) Data collection system 

Any data collection system developed and im-
plemented under this section shall— 

(1) avoid unnecessary diversion of resources 
from agencies responsible for adoption and fos-
ter care; 

(2) assure that any data that is collected is 
reliable and consistent over time and among 
jurisdictions through the use of uniform defi-
nitions and methodologies; 

(3) provide comprehensive national informa-
tion with respect to— 

(A) the demographic characteristics of 
adoptive and foster children and their bio-
logical and adoptive or foster parents, 

(B) the status of the foster care population 
(including the number of children in foster 
care, length of placement, type of place-
ment, availability for adoption, and goals 
for ending or continuing foster care), 

(C) the number and characteristics of— 
(i) children placed in or removed from 

foster care, 
(ii) children adopted or with respect to 

whom adoptions have been terminated, 
and 

(iii) children placed in foster care out-
side the State which has placement and 
care responsibility, and 

(D) the extent and nature of assistance 
provided by Federal, State, and local adop-
tion and foster care programs and the char-
acteristics of the children with respect to 
whom such assistance is provided; and 

(4) utilize appropriate requirements and in-
centives to ensure that the system functions 
reliably throughout the United States. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 479, as added 
Pub. L. 99–509, title IX, § 9443, Oct. 21, 1986, 100 
Stat. 2073; amended Pub. L. 103–432, title II, 
§ 209(c), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4459.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (c)(3)(C)(iii). Pub. L. 103–432 added cl. 
(iii). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–432 effective with respect 
to fiscal years beginning on or after Oct. 1, 1995, see 
section 209(d) of Pub. L. 103–432, set out as a note under 
section 675 of this title. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973, to 
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 
period beginning on the date of their establishment, 
unless, in the case of a committee established by the 
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such 
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to 
the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of 
a committee established by the Congress, its duration 
is otherwise provided by law. See section 14 of Pub. L. 
92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appendix 
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 679a. National Adoption Information Clearing-
house 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall establish, either directly or by grant or 
contract, a National Adoption Information 
Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse shall— 

(1) collect, compile, and maintain informa-
tion obtained from available research, studies, 
and reports by public and private agencies, in-
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