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‘‘(f) If a provision enacted by this Act is held invalid, 

all valid provisions that are severable from the invalid 

provision remain in effect. If a provision of this Act is 

held invalid in any of its applications, the provision re-

mains valid for all valid applications that are severable 

from any of the invalid applications.’’ 

Section 3 of Pub. L. 95–473, Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1466, 

provided that: 

‘‘(a) Sections 1 and 2 of this Act restate, without sub-

stantive change, laws enacted before May 16, 1978, that 

were replaced by those sections. Those sections may 

not be construed as making a substantive change in the 

laws replaced. Laws enacted after May 15, 1978, that are 

inconsistent with this Act are considered as supersed-

ing it to the extent of the inconsistency. 

‘‘(b) A reference to a law replaced by sections 1 and 

2 of this Act, including a reference in a regulation, 

order, or other law, is deemed to refer to the cor-

responding provision enacted by this Act. 

‘‘(c) An order, rule, or regulation in effect under a law 

replaced by sections 1 and 2 of this Act continues in ef-

fect under the corresponding provision enacted by this 

Act until repealed, amended, or superseded. 

‘‘(d) An action taken or an offense committed under 

a law replaced by sections 1 and 2 of this Act is deemed 

to have been taken or committed under the correspond-

ing provision enacted by this Act. 

‘‘(e) An inference of a legislative construction is not 

to be drawn by reason of the location in the United 

States Code of a provision enacted by this Act or by 

reason of the caption or catchline thereof. 

‘‘(f) If a provision enacted by this Act is held invalid, 

all valid provisions that are severable from the invalid 

provision remain in effect. If a provision of this Act is 

held invalid in any of its applications, the provision re-

mains valid for all valid applications that are severable 

from any of the invalid applications.’’ 

REPEALS AND SAVINGS PROVISIONS 

Section 5(a) of Pub. L. 105–102, Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat. 

2216, provided that: ‘‘The repeal of a law by this Act 

may not be construed as a legislative inference that the 

provision was or was not in effect before its repeal.’’ 

Section 5(b) of Pub. L. 105–102, Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat. 

2217, as amended by Pub. L. 105–225, § 7(c)(2), Aug. 12, 

1998, 112 Stat. 1511, repealed specified laws, except for 

rights and duties that matured, penalties that were in-

curred, and proceedings that were begun before Nov. 20, 

1997. 

Section 10(a) of Pub. L. 104–287, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 

3401, provided that: ‘‘The repeal of a law by this Act 

may not be construed as a legislative inference that the 

provision was or was not in effect before its repeal.’’ 

Section 10(b) of Pub. L. 104–287, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 

3401, repealed specified laws, except for rights and du-

ties that matured, penalties that were incurred, and 

proceedings that were begun before Oct. 11, 1996. 

Section 11(a) of Pub. L. 103–429, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 

4391, provided that: ‘‘The repeal of a law by this Act 

may not be construed as a legislative inference that the 

provision was or was not in effect before its repeal.’’ 

Section 11(b) of Pub. L. 103–429, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 

4391, repealed specified laws, except for rights and du-

ties that matured, penalties that were incurred, and 

proceedings that were begun before Oct. 31, 1994. 

Section 7(a) of Pub. L. 103–272, July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 

1379, provided that: ‘‘The repeal of a law by this Act 

may not be construed as a legislative implication that 

the provision was or was not in effect before its re-

peal.’’ 

Section 7(b) of Pub. L. 103–272, July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 

1379, as amended by Pub. L. 103–429, § 7(a)(5), Oct. 31, 

1994, 108 Stat. 4389, repealed specified laws, except for 

rights and duties that matured, penalties that were in-

curred, and proceedings that were begun before July 5, 

1994. 

Section 6(a) of Pub. L. 98–216, Feb. 14, 1984, 98 Stat. 7, 

provided that: ‘‘The repeal of a law enacted [the word 

‘‘enacted’’ probably should not appear] by this Act may 

not be construed as a legislative inference that the pro-

vision was or was not in effect before its repeal.’’ 
Section 6(b) of Pub. L. 98–216, Feb. 14, 1984, 98 Stat. 7, 

repealed specified laws, except for rights and duties 

that matured, penalties that were incurred, and pro-

ceedings that were begun before Feb. 14, 1984. 
Section 7(a) of Pub. L. 97–449, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 

2443, provided that: ‘‘The repeal of a law by this Act 

may not be construed as a legislative inference that the 

provision was or was not in effect before its repeal.’’ 
Section 7(b) of Pub. L. 97–449, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 

2443, repealed specified laws, except for rights and du-

ties that matured, penalties that were incurred, and 

proceedings that were begun before Jan. 12, 1983. 
Section 3(a) of Pub. L. 96–258, June 3, 1980, 94 Stat. 

427, provided that: ‘‘The repeal of a law by this Act may 

not be construed as a legislative inference that the pro-

vision was or was not in effect before its repeal.’’ 
Section 3(b) of Pub. L. 96–258, June 3, 1980, 94 Stat. 

427, repealed certain sections and parts of sections of 

the Interstate Commerce Act and certain other provi-

sions relating to applicability of such Act, except for 

rights and duties that matured, penalties that were in-

curred, and proceedings that were begun before June 3, 

1980. 
Section 4(a) of Pub. L. 95–473, Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 

1466, provided that: ‘‘The repeal of a law by this Act 

may not be construed as a legislative inference that the 

provision was or was not in effect before its repeal.’’ 
Section 4(b) of Pub. L. 95–473, Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 

1466, repealed the sections and parts of sections of the 

Interstate Commerce Act and certain other provisions 

relating to the applicability of such Act, except as pro-

vided in section 4(c) of Pub. L. 95–473 and except for 

rights and duties that matured, penalties that were in-

curred, and proceedings that were begun before Oct. 17, 

1978. 
Section 4(c) of Pub. L. 95–473, Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 

1470, which provided that the laws specified in the 

schedule in section 4(b) of Pub. L. 95–473, as they ex-

isted on Oct. 1, 1977, were not repealed to the extent 

those laws (A) vested functions in the Interstate Com-

merce Commission, or in the chairman or members of 

the Commission, related to transportation of oil by 

pipeline, and (B) vested functions and authority in the 

Commission, or an officer or component of the Commis-

sion, related to the establishment of rates or charges 

for transportation of oil by pipeline or valuation of any 

such pipeline, and those functions and authority were 

transferred by sections 7155 and 7172(b) of Title 42, The 

Public Health and Welfare, was repealed and reenacted 

in sections 60501 and 60502 of this title by Pub. L. 

103–272, §§ 1(e), 7(b), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1329, 1379. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF CERTAIN REPEALS 

Section 4(d) of Pub. L. 95–473, Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 

1470, as amended by Pub. L. 97–449, § 4(b)(3), Jan. 12, 

1983, 96 Stat. 2441, provided that: ‘‘The repeals, by sub-

section (b) of this section, of section 1(a)(25), (26) of the 

Act of July 3, 1952, chapter 570, the Act of June 30, 1953, 

chapter 165, and the Act of July 31, 1953, chapter 292, 

are effective on September 14, 1978.’’ 

SUBTITLE I—DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 

Chapter Sec. 

1. Organization ......................................... 101 
3. General Duties and Powers .............. 301 
5. Special Authority ................................ 501 
7. Surface Transportation Board ........ 701 

AMENDMENTS 

1995—Pub. L. 104–88, title II, § 201(b), Dec. 29, 1995, 109 

Stat. 940, added item for chapter 7. 

CHAPTER 1—ORGANIZATION 

Sec. 

101. Purpose. 
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Sec. 

102. Department of Transportation. 
103. Federal Railroad Administration. 
104. Federal Highway Administration. 
105. National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-

tion. 
106. Federal Aviation Administration. 
107. Federal Transit Administration. 
108. Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-

ministration. 
109. Maritime Administration. 
110. Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Cor-

poration. 
111. Bureau of Transportation Statistics. 
112. Research and Innovative Technology Admin-

istration. 
113. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration. 
114. Transportation Security Administration. 
115. Transportation Security Oversight Board. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–426, §§ 2(c)(1), 4(e), Nov. 30, 2004, 118 

Stat. 2424, 2426, substituted ‘‘Pipeline and Hazardous 

Materials Safety Administration’’ for ‘‘Coast Guard’’ in 

item 108 and ‘‘Research and Innovative Technology Ad-

ministration’’ for ‘‘Research and Special Programs Ad-

ministration’’ in item 112. 
2001—Pub. L. 107–71, title I, §§ 101(b), 102(d), Nov. 19, 

2001, 115 Stat. 602, 605, added items 114 and 115. 
1999—Pub. L. 106–159, title I, § 101(c)(1), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 

Stat. 1751, added item 113. 
1994—Pub. L. 103–272, § 4(j)(5)(B), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 

1366, as amended by Pub. L. 103–429, § 7(a)(3)(C), Oct. 31, 

1994, 108 Stat. 4388, struck out first item 110 ‘‘St. Law-

rence Seaway Development Corporation’’. 
1992—Pub. L. 102–508, title IV, § 401(b), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 

Stat. 3310, added item 112. 
1991—Pub. L. 102–240, title III, § 3004(c)(3), title VI, 

§ 6006(c), Dec. 18, 1991, 105 Stat. 2088, 2174, substituted 

‘‘Federal Transit Administration’’ for ‘‘Urban Mass 

Transportation Administration’’ in item 107 and added 

second item 110 and item 111. 

§ 101. Purpose 

(a) The national objectives of general welfare, 
economic growth and stability, and security of 
the United States require the development of 
transportation policies and programs that con-
tribute to providing fast, safe, efficient, and con-
venient transportation at the lowest cost con-
sistent with those and other national objectives, 
including the efficient use and conservation of 
the resources of the United States. 

(b) A Department of Transportation is nec-
essary in the public interest and to— 

(1) ensure the coordinated and effective ad-
ministration of the transportation programs 
of the United States Government; 

(2) make easier the development and im-
provement of coordinated transportation serv-
ice to be provided by private enterprise to the 
greatest extent feasible; 

(3) encourage cooperation of Federal, State, 
and local governments, carriers, labor, and 
other interested persons to achieve transpor-
tation objectives; 

(4) stimulate technological advances in 
transportation, through research and develop-
ment or otherwise; 

(5) provide general leadership in identifying 
and solving transportation problems; and 

(6) develop and recommend to the President 
and Congress transportation policies and pro-
grams to achieve transportation objectives 
considering the needs of the public, users, car-
riers, industry, labor, and national defense. 

(Pub. L. 97–449, § 1(b), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2414; 
Pub. L. 102–240, title VI, § 6018, Dec. 18, 1991, 105 
Stat. 2183.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

101(a) ......... 49:1651(a). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 2(a), (b)(1), 80 Stat. 931. 

101(b) ......... 49:1651(b)(1). 

In subsections (a) and (b), the introductory declara-

tory words are omitted as surplus. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘national objectives of’’ 

are inserted for clarity. The words ‘‘United States’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘Nation’’ and ‘‘Nation’s’’, respectively, 

for consistency. The word ‘‘contribute’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘conducive’’ because the substituted word is more 

commonly used. The word ‘‘those’’ is substituted for 

‘‘utilization’’. 

In subsection (b)(2), the word ‘‘greatest’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘maximum’’ for consistency. 

In subsection (b)(3) and (6), the word ‘‘national’’ is 

omitted before ‘‘transportation’’ as unnecessary and for 

consistency. 

In subsection (b)(3), the word ‘‘persons’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘parties’’ as being more precise. 

In subsection (b)(6), the words ‘‘transportation objec-

tives’’ are substituted for ‘‘these objectives’’ for clarity 

and consistency. The words ‘‘full and appropriate’’ and 

‘‘for approval’’ are omitted as surplus. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 102–240 inserted 

‘‘, through research and development or otherwise’’ 

after ‘‘advances in transportation’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 108–426, § 1, Nov. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2423, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 108 of this title, 

amending sections 111, 112, 5118, and 5503 of this title, 

sections 5314 and 5316 of Title 5, Government Organiza-

tion and Employees, section 844 of Title 18, Crimes and 

Criminal Procedure, section 2761 of Title 33, Navigation 

and Navigable Waters, and section 1121–2 of Title 46, 

Appendix, Shipping, enacting provisions set out as 

notes under sections 108 and 112 of this title, and 

amending provisions set out as a note under section 

1135 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Norman Y. Mi-

neta Research and Special Programs Improvement 

Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–159, § 1(a), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1748, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] 

may be cited as the ‘Motor Carrier Safety Improvement 

Act of 1999’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–88, § 1(a), Dec. 29, 1995, 109 Stat. 803, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] 

may be cited as the ‘ICC Termination Act of 1995’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–411, § 1, Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 4236, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 1118, 1131, and 

40102 of this title and enacting provisions set out as 

notes under sections 1131 and 40109 of this title] may be 

cited as the ‘Independent Safety Board Act Amend-

ments of 1994’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1991 AMENDMENT 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 102–240 provided that: ‘‘This Act 

[see Tables for classification] may be cited as the 

‘Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 

1991’.’’ 
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