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lated to firefighting and rescue equipment, an 
operator of an airport described in subsection (a) 
of this section having less than .25 percent of the 
total number of passenger boardings each year 
at all airports described in subsection (a) when 
the Administrator decides that the require-
ments are or would be unreasonably costly, bur-
densome, or impractical. 

(d) COMMUTER AIRPORTS.—In developing the 
terms required by subsection (b) for airports 
covered by subsection (a)(2), the Administrator 
shall identify and consider a reasonable number 
of regulatory alternatives and select from such 
alternatives the least costly, most cost-effective 
or the least burdensome alternative that will 
provide comparable safety at airports described 
in subsections (a)(1) and (a)(2). 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Any regulation estab-
lishing the terms required by subsection (b) for 
airports covered by subsection (a)(2) shall not 
take effect until such regulation, and a report 
on the economic impact of the regulation on air 
service to the airports covered by the rule, has 
been submitted to Congress and 120 days have 
elapsed following the date of such submission. 

(f) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.— 
Nothing in this title may be construed as requir-
ing a person to obtain an airport operating cer-
tificate if such person does not desire to operate 
an airport described in subsection (a). 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1189; 
Pub. L. 104–264, title IV, § 404, Oct. 9, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3256.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

44706(a) ...... 49 App.:1432(b) (1st, 
2d sentences). 

Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, § 612(b); added 
May 21, 1970, Pub. L. 
91–258, § 51(b)(1), 84 Stat. 
234; Nov. 27, 1971, Pub. L. 
92–174, § 5(b), 85 Stat. 492; 
Sept. 3, 1982, Pub. L. 
97–248, §§ 524(f), 525(b), 96 
Stat. 697. 

44706(b) ...... 49 App.:1432(b) (3d, 
last sentences). 

44706(c) ...... 49 App.:1432(c). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, § 612(c); added 
July 12, 1976, Pub. L. 
94–353, § 19(a), 90 Stat. 883; 
Sept. 3, 1982, Pub. L. 
97–248, § 525(c), 96 Stat. 697. 

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘may 

file with the Administrator an application for an air-

port operating certificate’’ are omitted as surplus. In 

clause (3), the words ‘‘the requirements of’’ are omitted 

as surplus. The word ‘‘rules’’ is omitted as being syn-

onymous with ‘‘regulations’’. 
In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘condi-

tions, and limitations . . . reasonably’’ are omitted as 

surplus. In clause (2), the words ‘‘grooving or other’’ are 

omitted as surplus. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–264, § 404(a), added par. 

(2), redesignated former par. (2) as (3), substituted ‘‘if’’ 

for ‘‘(3) when’’ in former par. (3) and adjusted the mar-

gins of that par. to make it a flush provision following 

par. (3). 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–264, § 404(b), added subsec. (d). 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–264, § 404(c), added subsec. (e). 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 104–264, § 404(d), added subsec. (f). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Except as otherwise specifically provided, amend-

ment by Pub. L. 104–264 applicable only to fiscal years 

beginning after Sept. 30, 1996, and not to be construed 

as affecting funds made available for a fiscal year end-

ing before Oct. 1, 1996, see section 3 of Pub. L. 104–264, 

set out as a note under section 106 of this title. 

DEEMED REFERENCES TO CHAPTERS 509 AND 511 OF 

TITLE 51 

General references to ‘‘this title’’ deemed to refer 

also to chapters 509 and 511 of Title 51, National and 

Commercial Space Programs, see section 4(d)(8) of Pub. 

L. 111–314, set out as a note under section 101 of this 

title. 

IMPROVEMENT OF RUNWAY SAFETY AREAS 

Pub. L. 109–115, div. A, title I, Nov. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 

2401, provided in part: ‘‘That not later than December 

31, 2015, the owner or operator of an airport certificated 

under 49 U.S.C. 44706 shall improve the airport’s runway 

safety areas to comply with the Federal Aviation Ad-

ministration design standards required by 14 CFR part 

139: Provided further, That the Federal Aviation Admin-

istration shall report annually to the Congress on the 

agency’s progress toward improving the runway safety 

areas at 49 U.S.C. 44706 airports.’’ 

SMALL AIRPORT CERTIFICATION 

Pub. L. 106–181, title V, § 518, Apr. 5, 2000, 114 Stat. 145, 

provided that: ‘‘Not later than 60 days after the date of 

the enactment of this Act [Apr. 5, 2000], the Adminis-

trator [of the Federal Aviation Administration] shall 

issue a notice of proposed rulemaking on implementing 

section 44706(a)(2) of title 49, United States Code, relat-

ing to issuance of airport operating certificates for 

small scheduled passenger air carrier operations. Not 

later than 1 year after the last day of the period for 

public comment provided for in the notice of proposed 

rulemaking, the Administrator shall issue a final rule 

on implementing such program.’’ 

§ 44707. Examining and rating air agencies 

The Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration may examine and rate the fol-
lowing air agencies: 

(1) civilian schools giving instruction in fly-
ing or repairing, altering, and maintaining 
aircraft, aircraft engines, propellers, and ap-
pliances, on the adequacy of instruction, the 
suitability and airworthiness of equipment, 
and the competency of instructors. 

(2) repair stations and shops that repair, 
alter, and maintain aircraft, aircraft engines, 
propellers, and appliances, on the adequacy 
and suitability of the equipment, facilities, 
and materials for, and methods of, repair and 
overhaul, and the competency of the individ-
uals doing the work or giving instruction in 
the work. 

(3) other air agencies the Administrator de-
cides are necessary in the public interest. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1190.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

44707 .......... 49 App.:1427 (1st sen-
tence). 

Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
§ 607 (1st sentence), 72 
Stat. 779. 

49 App.:1655(c)(1). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 6(c)(1), 80 Stat. 938; Jan. 
12, 1983, Pub. L. 97–449, 
§ 7(b), 96 Stat. 2444. 

In this section, the word ‘‘Administrator’’ in section 

607 (1st sentence) of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958 

(Public Law 85–726, 72 Stat. 779) is retained on author-
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ity of 49:106(g). In clauses (1) and (2), the word ‘‘over-

haul’’ is omitted as surplus. In clause (1), the words 

‘‘course of’’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (3), the 

words ‘‘in his opinion’’ are omitted as surplus. 

AIRCRAFT REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE ADVISORY PANEL 

Pub. L. 106–181, title VII, § 734, Apr. 5, 2000, 114 Stat. 

170, provided that: 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PANEL.—The Administrator 

[of the Federal Aviation Administration]— 
‘‘(1) shall establish an aircraft repair and mainte-

nance advisory panel to review issues related to the 

use and oversight of aircraft and aviation component 

repair and maintenance facilities (in this section re-

ferred to as ‘aircraft repair facilities’) located within, 

or outside of, the United States; and 
‘‘(2) may seek the advice of the panel on any issue 

related to methods to increase safety by improving 

the oversight of aircraft repair facilities. 
‘‘(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The panel shall consist of— 

‘‘(1) nine members appointed by the Administrator 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) three representatives of labor organizations 

representing aviation mechanics; 
‘‘(B) one representative of cargo air carriers; 
‘‘(C) one representative of passenger air carriers; 
‘‘(D) one representative of aircraft repair facili-

ties; 
‘‘(E) one representative of aircraft manufacturers; 
‘‘(F) one representative of on-demand passenger 

air carriers and corporate aircraft operations; and 
‘‘(G) one representative of regional passenger air 

carriers; 
‘‘(2) one representative from the Department of 

Commerce, designated by the Secretary of Com-

merce; 
‘‘(3) one representative from the Department of 

State, designated by the Secretary of State; and 
‘‘(4) one representative from the Federal Aviation 

Administration, designated by the Administrator. 
‘‘(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The panel shall— 

‘‘(1) determine the amount and type of work that is 

being performed by aircraft repair facilities located 

within, and outside of, the United States; and 
‘‘(2) provide advice and counsel to the Secretary [of 

Transportation] with respect to the aircraft and avia-

tion component repair work performed by aircraft re-

pair facilities and air carriers, staffing needs, and any 

balance of trade or safety issues associated with that 

work. 
‘‘(d) DOT TO REQUEST INFORMATION FROM AIR CAR-

RIERS AND REPAIR FACILITIES.— 
‘‘(1) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.—The Secretary, 

by regulation, shall require air carriers, foreign air 

carriers, domestic repair facilities, and foreign repair 

facilities to submit such information as the Sec-

retary may require in order to assess balance of trade 

and safety issues with respect to work performed on 

aircraft used by air carriers, foreign air carriers, 

United States corporate operators, and foreign cor-

porate operators. 
‘‘(2) DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING INFORMATION.—In-

cluded in the information the Secretary requires 

under paragraph (1) shall be information on the exist-

ence and administration of employee drug and alco-

hol testing programs in place at the foreign repair fa-

cilities, if applicable. The Secretary, if necessary, 

shall work with the International Civil Aviation Or-

ganization to increase the number and improve the 

administration of employee drug and alcohol testing 

programs at the foreign repair facilities. 
‘‘(3) DESCRIPTION OF WORK DONE.—Included in the in-

formation the Secretary requires under paragraph (1) 

shall be information on the amount and type of work 

performed on aircraft registered in and outside of the 

United States. 
‘‘(e) DOT TO FACILITATE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION 

ABOUT AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE.—The Secretary shall 

facilitate the collection of information from the Na-

tional Transportation Safety Board, the Federal Avia-

tion Administration, and other appropriate agencies re-

garding maintenance performed by aircraft repair fa-

cilities. 
‘‘(f) DOT TO MAKE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO PUB-

LIC.—The Secretary shall make any relevant informa-

tion received under subsection (d) available to the pub-

lic, consistent with the authority to withhold trade se-

crets or commercial, financial, and other proprietary 

information under section 552 of title 5, United States 

Code. 
‘‘(g) TERMINATION.—The panel established under sub-

section (a) shall terminate on the earlier of— 
‘‘(1) the date that is 2 years after the date of the en-

actment of this Act [Apr. 5, 2000]; or 
‘‘(2) December 31, 2001. 

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—The definitions contained in sec-

tion 40102 of title 49, United States Code, shall apply to 

this section.’’ 

§ 44708. Inspecting and rating air navigation fa-
cilities 

The Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration may inspect, classify, and rate 
an air navigation facility available for the use of 
civil aircraft on the suitability of the facility 
for that use. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1190.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

44708 .......... 49 App.:1426 (1st sen-
tence). 

Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
§ 606 (1st sentence), 72 
Stat. 779. 

49 App.:1655(c)(1). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 6(c)(1), 80 Stat. 938; Jan. 
12, 1983, Pub. L. 97–449, 
§ 7(b), 96 Stat. 2444. 

The word ‘‘Administrator’’ in section 606 (1st sen-

tence) of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958 (Public Law 

85–726, 72 Stat. 779) is retained on authority of 49:106(g). 

§ 44709. Amendments, modifications, suspensions, 
and revocations of certificates 

(a) REINSPECTION AND REEXAMINATION.—The 
Administrator of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration may reinspect at any time a civil air-
craft, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, de-
sign organization, production certificate holder, 
air navigation facility, or air agency, or reexam-
ine an airman holding a certificate issued under 
section 44703 of this title. 

(b) ACTIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATOR.—The Ad-
ministrator may issue an order amending, modi-
fying, suspending, or revoking— 

(1) any part of a certificate issued under this 
chapter if— 

(A) the Administrator decides after con-
ducting a reinspection, reexamination, or 
other investigation that safety in air com-
merce or air transportation and the public 
interest require that action; or 

(B) the holder of the certificate has vio-
lated an aircraft noise or sonic boom stand-
ard or regulation prescribed under section 
44715(a) of this title; and 

(2) an airman certificate when the holder of 
the certificate is convicted of violating sec-
tion 13(a) of the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 
(16 U.S.C. 742j–1(a)). 

(c) ADVICE TO CERTIFICATE HOLDERS AND OP-
PORTUNITY TO ANSWER.—Before acting under 
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