
Page 975 TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION § 44919 

was approved by the Administrator or the 
Under Secretary before the date of enactment 
of the Vision 100—Century of Aviation Reau-
thorization Act may continue in effect until 
disapproved or ordered modified by the Under 
Secretary. 

(6) MONITORING.—The Under Secretary, in 
consultation with the Administrator, shall 
monitor air carrier training programs under 
this subsection and periodically shall review 
an air carrier’s training program to ensure 
that the program is adequately preparing crew 
members for potential threat conditions. In 
determining when an air carrier’s training 
program should be reviewed under this para-
graph, the Under Secretary shall consider 
complaints from crew members. The Under 
Secretary shall ensure that employees respon-
sible for monitoring the training programs 
have the necessary resources and knowledge. 

(7) UPDATES.—The Under Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Administrator, shall order 
air carriers to modify training programs under 
this subsection to reflect new or different se-
curity threats. 

(b) ADVANCED SELF-DEFENSE TRAINING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of enactment of the Vision 100— 
Century of Aviation Reauthorization Act, the 
Under Secretary shall develop and provide a 
voluntary training program for flight and 
cabin crew members of air carriers providing 
scheduled passenger air transportation. 

(2) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—The training pro-
gram under this subsection shall include both 
classroom and effective hands-on training in 
the following elements of self-defense: 

(A) Deterring a passenger who might 
present a threat. 

(B) Advanced control, striking, and re-
straint techniques. 

(C) Training to defend oneself against 
edged or contact weapons. 

(D) Methods to subdue and restrain an 
attacker. 

(E) Use of available items aboard the air-
craft for self-defense. 

(F) Appropriate and effective responses to 
defend oneself, including the use of force 
against an attacker. 

(G) Any other element of training that the 
Under Secretary considers appropriate. 

(3) PARTICIPATION NOT REQUIRED.—A crew 
member shall not be required to participate in 
the training program under this subsection. 

(4) COMPENSATION.—Neither the Federal Gov-
ernment nor an air carrier shall be required to 
compensate a crew member for participating 
in the training program under this subsection. 

(5) FEES.—A crew member shall not be re-
quired to pay a fee for the training program 
under this subsection. 

(6) CONSULTATION.—In developing the train-
ing program under this subsection, the Under 
Secretary shall consult with law enforcement 
personnel and security experts who have ex-
pertise in self-defense training, terrorism ex-
perts, representatives of air carriers, the di-
rector of self-defense training in the Federal 
Air Marshals Service, flight attendants, labor 

organizations representing flight attendants, 
and educational institutions offering law en-
forcement training programs. 

(7) DESIGNATION OF TSA OFFICIAL.—The Under 
Secretary shall designate an official in the 
Transportation Security Administration to be 
responsible for implementing the training pro-
gram under this subsection. The official shall 
consult with air carriers and labor organiza-
tions representing crew members before imple-
menting the program to ensure that it is ap-
propriate for situations that may arise on 
board an aircraft during a flight. 

(c) LIMITATION.—Actions by crew members 
under this section shall be subject to the provi-
sions of section 44903(k). 

(Added Pub. L. 107–71, title I, § 107(a), Nov. 19, 
2001, 115 Stat. 610; amended Pub. L. 107–296, title 
XIV, § 1403(a), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2305; Pub. L. 
108–176, title VI, § 603, Dec. 12, 2003, 117 Stat. 
2563.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of the Vision 100—Century of 

Aviation Reauthorization Act, referred to in subsecs. 

(a)(4), (5) and (b)(1), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 

108–176, which was approved Dec. 12, 2003. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Pub. L. 108–176 reenacted section catchline 

without change and amended text generally. Prior to 

amendment, text consisted of subsecs. (a) to (e) relat-

ing to development of detailed guidance for a scheduled 

passenger air carrier flight and cabin crew training pro-

gram to prepare crew members for potential threat 

conditions. 
2002—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–296 designated existing 

provisions as par. (1), inserted heading, substituted 

‘‘The Under Secretary’’ for ‘‘The Administrator’’, added 

pars. (2) and (3), and realigned margins. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–176 applicable only to fis-

cal years beginning after Sept. 30, 2003, except as other-

wise specifically provided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 

108–176, set out as a note under section 106 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective 60 days after 

Nov. 25, 2002, see section 4 of Pub. L. 107–296, set out as 

an Effective Date note under section 101 of Title 6, Do-

mestic Security. 

§ 44919. Security screening pilot program 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Under 
Secretary shall establish a pilot program under 
which, upon approval of an application submit-
ted by an operator of an airport, the screening of 
passengers and property at the airport under 
section 44901 will be carried out by the screening 
personnel of a qualified private screening com-
pany under a contract entered into with the 
Under Secretary. 

(b) PERIOD OF PILOT PROGRAM.—The pilot pro-
gram under this section shall begin on the last 
day of the 1-year period beginning on the date of 
enactment of this section and end on the last 
day of the 3-year period beginning on such date 
of enactment. 

(c) APPLICATIONS.—An operator of an airport 
may submit to the Under Secretary an applica-
tion to participate in the pilot program under 
this section. 
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(d) SELECTION OF AIRPORTS.—From among ap-
plications submitted under subsection (c), the 
Under Secretary may select for participation in 
the pilot program not more than 1 airport from 
each of the 5 airport security risk categories, as 
defined by the Under Secretary. 

(e) SUPERVISION OF SCREENED PERSONNEL.— 
The Under Secretary shall provide Federal Gov-
ernment supervisors to oversee all screening at 
each airport participating in the pilot program 
under this section and provide Federal Govern-
ment law enforcement officers at the airport 
pursuant to this chapter. 

(f) QUALIFIED PRIVATE SCREENING COMPANY.—A 
private screening company is qualified to pro-
vide screening services at an airport participat-
ing in the pilot program under this section if the 
company will only employ individuals to provide 
such services who meet all the requirements of 
this chapter applicable to Federal Government 
personnel who perform screening services at air-
ports under this chapter and will provide com-
pensation and other benefits to such individuals 
that are not less than the level of compensation 
and other benefits provided to such Federal Gov-
ernment personnel in accordance with this chap-
ter. 

(g) STANDARDS FOR PRIVATE SCREENING COMPA-
NIES.—The Under Secretary may enter into a 
contract with a private screening company to 
provide screening at an airport participating in 
the pilot program under this section only if the 
Under Secretary determines and certifies to 
Congress that the private screening company is 
owned and controlled by a citizen of the United 
States, to the extent that the Under Secretary 
determines that there are private screening 
companies owned and controlled by such citi-
zens. 

(h) TERMINATION OF CONTRACTS.—The Under 
Secretary may terminate any contract entered 
into with a private screening company to pro-
vide screening services at an airport under the 
pilot program if the Under Secretary finds that 
the company has failed repeatedly to comply 
with any standard, regulation, directive, order, 
law, or contract applicable to the hiring or 
training of personnel to provide such services or 
to the provision of screening at the airport. 

(i) ELECTION.—If a contract is in effect with re-
spect to screening at an airport under the pilot 
program on the last day of the 3-year period be-
ginning on the date of enactment of this section, 
the operator of the airport may elect to con-
tinue to have such screening carried out by the 
screening personnel of a qualified private 
screening company under a contract entered 
into with the Under Secretary under section 
44920 or by Federal Government personnel in ac-
cordance with this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–71, title I, § 108(a), Nov. 19, 
2001, 115 Stat. 611.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsecs. (b) and (i), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 

107–71, which was approved Nov. 19, 2001. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-

abilities of the Transportation Security Administra-

tion of the Department of Transportation, including 

the functions of the Secretary of Transportation, and 

of the Under Secretary of Transportation for Security, 

relating thereto, to the Secretary of Homeland Secu-

rity, and for treatment of related references, see sec-

tions 203(2), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic 

Security, and the Department of Homeland Security 

Reorganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, 

set out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 44920. Security screening opt-out program 

(a) IN GENERAL.—On or after the last day of 
the 2-year period beginning on the date on which 
the Under Secretary transmits to Congress the 
certification required by section 110(c) of the 
Aviation and Transportation Security Act, an 
operator of an airport may submit to the Under 
Secretary an application to have the screening 
of passengers and property at the airport under 
section 44901 to be carried out by the screening 
personnel of a qualified private screening com-
pany under a contract entered into with the 
Under Secretary. 

(b) APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS.—The Under 
Secretary may approve any application submit-
ted under subsection (a). 

(c) QUALIFIED PRIVATE SCREENING COMPANY.— 
A private screening company is qualified to pro-
vide screening services at an airport under this 
section if the company will only employ individ-
uals to provide such services who meet all the 
requirements of this chapter applicable to Fed-
eral Government personnel who perform screen-
ing services at airports under this chapter and 
will provide compensation and other benefits to 
such individuals that are not less than the level 
of compensation and other benefits provided to 
such Federal Government personnel in accord-
ance with this chapter. 

(d) STANDARDS FOR PRIVATE SCREENING COMPA-
NIES.—The Under Secretary may enter into a 
contract with a private screening company to 
provide screening at an airport under this sec-
tion only if the Under Secretary determines and 
certifies to Congress that— 

(1) the level of screening services and protec-
tion provided at the airport under the contract 
will be equal to or greater than the level that 
would be provided at the airport by Federal 
Government personnel under this chapter; and 

(2) the private screening company is owned 
and controlled by a citizen of the United 
States, to the extent that the Under Secretary 
determines that there are private screening 
companies owned and controlled by such citi-
zens. 

(e) SUPERVISION OF SCREENED PERSONNEL.— 
The Under Secretary shall provide Federal Gov-
ernment supervisors to oversee all screening at 
each airport at which screening services are pro-
vided under this section and provide Federal 
Government law enforcement officers at the air-
port pursuant to this chapter. 

(f) TERMINATION OF CONTRACTS.—The Under 
Secretary may terminate any contract entered 
into with a private screening company to pro-
vide screening services at an airport under this 
section if the Under Secretary finds that the 
company has failed repeatedly to comply with 
any standard, regulation, directive, order, law, 
or contract applicable to the hiring or training 
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