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[section 609 of Pub. L. 108–176 has no subsec. (e)] shall 

have no effect on the deadlines for implementation con-

tained in section 44921 of title 49, United States Code, 

as in effect on the day before the date of enactment of 

this Act [Dec. 12, 2003].’’ 

§ 44922. Deputation of State and local law en-
forcement officers 

(a) DEPUTATION AUTHORITY.—The Under Sec-
retary of Transportation for Security may depu-
tize a State or local law enforcement officer to 
carry out Federal airport security duties under 
this chapter. 

(b) FULFILLMENT OF REQUIREMENTS.—A State 
or local law enforcement officer who is depu-
tized under this section shall be treated as a 
Federal law enforcement officer for purposes of 
meeting the requirements of this chapter and 
other provisions of law to provide Federal law 
enforcement officers to carry out Federal air-
port security duties. 

(c) AGREEMENTS.—To deputize a State or local 
law enforcement officer under this section, the 
Under Secretary shall enter into a voluntary 
agreement with the appropriate State or local 
law enforcement agency that employs the State 
or local law enforcement officer. 

(d) REIMBURSEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary shall 

reimburse a State or local law enforcement 
agency for all reasonable, allowable, and allo-
cable costs incurred by the State or local law 
enforcement agency with respect to a law en-
forcement officer deputized under this section. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out this 
subsection. 

(e) FEDERAL TORT CLAIMS ACT.—A State or 
local law enforcement officer who is deputized 
under this section shall be treated as an ‘‘em-
ployee of the Government’’ for purposes of sec-
tions 1346(b), 2401(b), and chapter 171 of title 28, 
United States Code, while carrying out Federal 
airport security duties within the course and 
scope of the officer’s employment, subject to 
Federal supervision and control, and in accord-
ance with the terms of such deputation. 

(f) STATIONING OF OFFICERS.—The Under Sec-
retary may allow law enforcement personnel to 
be stationed other than at the airport security 
screening location if that would be preferable 
for law enforcement purposes and if such person-
nel would still be able to provide prompt respon-
siveness to problems occurring at the screening 
location. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–7, div. I, title III, § 351(a), Feb. 
20, 2003, 117 Stat. 419.) 

§ 44923. Airport security improvement projects 

(a) GRANT AUTHORITY.—Subject to the require-
ments of this section, the Under Secretary for 
Border and Transportation Security of the De-
partment of Homeland Security shall make 
grants to airport sponsors— 

(1) for projects to replace baggage conveyer 
systems related to aviation security; 

(2) for projects to reconfigure terminal bag-
gage areas as needed to install explosive detec-
tion systems; 

(3) for projects to enable the Under Sec-
retary to deploy explosive detection systems 
behind the ticket counter, in the baggage sort-
ing area, or in line with the baggage handling 
system; and 

(4) for other airport security capital im-
provement projects. 

(b) APPLICATIONS.—A sponsor seeking a grant 
under this section shall submit to the Under 
Secretary an application in such form and con-
taining such information as the Under Secretary 
prescribes. 

(c) APPROVAL.—The Under Secretary, after 
consultation with the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, may approve an application of a sponsor 
for a grant under this section only if the Under 
Secretary determines that the project will im-
prove security at an airport or improve the effi-
ciency of the airport without lessening security. 

(d) LETTERS OF INTENT.— 
(1) ISSUANCE.—The Under Secretary shall 

issue a letter of intent to a sponsor commit-
ting to obligate from future budget authority 
an amount, not more than the Federal Govern-
ment’s share of the project’s cost, for an air-
port security improvement project (including 
interest costs and costs of formulating the 
project). 

(2) SCHEDULE.—A letter of intent under this 
subsection shall establish a schedule under 
which the Under Secretary will reimburse the 
sponsor for the Government’s share of the 
project’s costs, as amounts become available, 
if the sponsor, after the Under Secretary is-
sues the letter, carries out the project without 
receiving amounts under this section. 

(3) NOTICE TO UNDER SECRETARY.—A sponsor 
that has been issued a letter of intent under 
this subsection shall notify the Under Sec-
retary of the sponsor’s intent to carry out a 
project before the project begins. 

(4) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—The Under Sec-
retary shall transmit to the Committees on 
Appropriations and Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives and 
the Committees on Appropriations and Com-
merce, Science and Transportation of the Sen-
ate a written notification at least 3 days be-
fore the issuance of a letter of intent under 
this section. 

(5) LIMITATIONS.—A letter of intent issued 
under this subsection is not an obligation of 
the Government under section 1501 of title 31, 
and the letter is not deemed to be an adminis-
trative commitment for financing. An obliga-
tion or administrative commitment may be 
made only as amounts are provided in author-
ization and appropriations laws. 

(6) STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subsection shall be construed to prohibit 
the obligation of amounts pursuant to a letter 
of intent under this subsection in the same fis-
cal year as the letter of intent is issued. 

(e) FEDERAL SHARE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Government’s share of 

the cost of a project under this section shall 
be 90 percent for a project at a medium or 
large hub airport and 95 percent for a project 
at any other airport. 

(2) EXISTING LETTERS OF INTENT.—The Under 
Secretary shall revise letters of intent issued 
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