§ 44924

§ 44924. Repair station security

(a) SECURITY REVIEW AND AUDIT.—To ensure
the security of maintenance and repair work
conducted on air carrier aircraft and compo-
nents at foreign repair stations, the Under Sec-
retary for Border and Transportation Security
of the Department of Homeland Security, in
consultation with the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, shall complete a
security review and audit of foreign repair sta-
tions that are certified by the Administrator
under part 145 of title 14, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, and that work on air carrier aircraft
and components. The review shall be completed
not later than 6 months after the date on which
the Under Secretary issues regulations under
subsection (f).

(b) ADDRESSING SECURITY CONCERNS.—The
Under Secretary shall require a foreign repair
station to address the security issues and vul-
nerabilities identified in a security audit con-
ducted under subsection (a) within 90 days of
providing notice to the repair station of the se-
curity issues and vulnerabilities so identified
and shall notify the Administrator that a defi-
ciency was identified in the security audit.

(c) SUSPENSIONS AND REVOCATIONS OF CERTIFI-
CATES.—

(1) FAILURE TO CARRY OUT EFFECTIVE SECU-
RITY MEASURES.—If, after the 90th day on
which a notice is provided to a foreign repair
station under subsection (b), the Under Sec-
retary determines that the foreign repair sta-
tion does not maintain and carry out effective
security measures, the Under Secretary shall
notify the Administrator of the determina-
tion. Upon receipt of the determination, the
Administrator shall suspend the certification
of the repair station until such time as the
Under Secretary determines that the repair
station maintains and carries out effective se-
curity measures and transmits the determina-
tion to the Administrator.

(2) IMMEDIATE SECURITY RISK.—If the Under
Secretary determines that a foreign repair
station poses an immediate security risk, the
Under Secretary shall notify the Adminis-
trator of the determination. Upon receipt of
the determination, the Administrator shall re-
voke the certification of the repair station.

(3) PROCEDURES FOR APPEALS.—The Under
Secretary, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, shall establish procedures for appealing
a revocation of a certificate under this sub-
section.

(d) FAILURE To MEET AUDIT DEADLINE.—If the
security audits required by subsection (a) are
not completed on or before the date that is 6
months after the date on which the Under Sec-
retary issues regulations under subsection (f),
the Administrator shall be barred from certify-
ing any foreign repair station (other than a sta-
tion that was previously certified, or is in the
process of certification, by the Administration
under this part) until such audits are completed
for existing stations.

(e) PRIORITY FOR AUDITS.—In conducting the
audits described in subsection (a), the Under
Secretary and the Administrator shall give pri-
ority to foreign repair stations located in coun-
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tries identified by the Government as posing the
most significant security risks.

(f) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 240 days after
the date of enactment of this section, the Under
Secretary, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, shall issue final regulations to ensure
the security of foreign and domestic aircraft re-
pair stations.

(g) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—If the Under Sec-
retary does not issue final regulations before the
deadline specified in subsection (f), the Under
Secretary shall transmit to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate a report containing an explanation as to why
the deadline was not met and a schedule for is-
suing the final regulations.

(Added Pub. L. 108-176, title VI, §611(b)(1), Dec.

12, 2003, 117 Stat. 2571, amended Pub. L. 110-53,

title XVI, §1616(b), Aug. 3, 2007, 121 Stat. 488.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (f), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 108-176,
which was approved Dec. 12, 2003.

AMENDMENTS
2007—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110-53, §1616(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘6 months” for ‘18 months”’.
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110-53, §1616(b)(2), inserted

‘‘(other than a station that was previously certified, or
is in the process of certification, by the Administration
under this part)”’ after ‘‘foreign repair station’.

Pub. L. 110-53, §1616(b)(1), which directed amendment
of subsec. (b) by substituting ‘6 months’ for 18
months’’, was executed by making the substitution in
subsec. (d), to reflect the probable intent of Congress.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning
after Sept. 30, 2003, except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108-176, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 2003 Amendment note under section 106
of this title.

SUSPENSION OF CERTIFICATION OF FOREIGN REPAIR
STATIONS

Pub. L. 110-53, title XVI, §1616(a), Aug. 3, 2007, 121
Stat. 488, provided that: ‘‘If the regulations required by
section 44924(f) of title 49, United States Code, are not
issued within 1 year after the date of enactment of this
Act [Aug. 3, 2007], the Administrator of the Federal
Aviation Administration may not certify any foreign
repair station under part 145 of title 14, Code of Federal
Regulations, after such date unless the station was pre-
viously certified, or is in the process of certification by
the Administration under that part.”

§44925. Deployment and use of detection equip-
ment at airport screening checkpoints

(a) WEAPONS AND EXPLOSIVES.—The Secretary
of Homeland Security shall give a high priority
to developing, testing, improving, and deploy-
ing, at airport screening checkpoints, equipment
that detects nonmetallic, chemical, biological,
and radiological weapons, and explosives, in all
forms, on individuals and in their personal prop-
erty. The Secretary shall ensure that the equip-
ment alone, or as part of an integrated system,
can detect under realistic operating conditions
the types of weapons and explosives that terror-
ists would likely try to smuggle aboard an air
carrier aircraft.
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