
Page 487 TITLE 50—WAR AND NATIONAL DEFENSE § 2313 

1 See References in Text note below. 

(1) The term ‘‘weapon of mass destruction’’ 
means any weapon or device that is intended, 
or has the capability, to cause death or serious 
bodily injury to a significant number of people 
through the release, dissemination, or impact 
of— 

(A) toxic or poisonous chemicals or their 
precursors; 

(B) a disease organism; or 
(C) radiation or radioactivity. 

(2) The term ‘‘independent states of the 
former Soviet Union’’ has the meaning given 
that term in section 5801 of title 22. 

(3) The term ‘‘highly enriched uranium’’ 
means uranium enriched to 20 percent or more 
in the isotope U–235. 

(Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1403, Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2717.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this title’’, meaning title XIV of div. A of Pub. L. 

104–201, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2714, which is classified 

principally to this chapter. For complete classification 

of title XIV to the Code, see Short Title note set out 

under section 2301 of this title and Tables. 

SUBCHAPTER I—DOMESTIC 
PREPAREDNESS 

§ 2311. Response to threats of terrorist use of 
weapons of mass destruction 

(a) Enhanced response capability 

In light of the potential for terrorist use of 
weapons of mass destruction against the United 
States, the President shall take immediate ac-
tion— 

(1) to enhance the capability of the Federal 
Government to prevent and respond to terror-
ist incidents involving weapons of mass de-
struction; and 

(2) to provide enhanced support to improve 
the capabilities of State and local emergency 
response agencies to prevent and respond to 
such incidents at both the national and the 
local level. 

(b) Report required 

Not later than January 31, 1997, the President 
shall transmit to Congress a report containing— 

(1) an assessment of the capabilities of the 
Federal Government to prevent and respond to 
terrorist incidents involving weapons of mass 
destruction and to support State and local pre-
vention and response efforts; 

(2) requirements for improvements in those 
capabilities; and 

(3) the measures that should be taken to 
achieve such improvements, including addi-
tional resources and legislative authorities 
that would be required. 

(Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1411, Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2717.) 

§ 2312. Repealed. Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title X, 
§ 1034, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3429 

Section, Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1412, Sept. 

23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2718; Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XV, 

§ 1513, Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1273, related to emergency 

response assistance for civilian personnel in case of use 

or threatened use of weapons of mass destruction. 

§ 2313. Nuclear, chemical, and biological emer-
gency response 

(a) Department of Defense 

The Assistant Secretary of Defense for Home-
land Defense is responsible for the coordination 
of Department of Defense assistance to Federal, 
State, and local officials in responding to 
threats involving nuclear, radiological, biologi-
cal, chemical weapons, or high-yield explosives 
or related materials or technologies, including 
assistance in identifying, neutralizing, disman-
tling, and disposing of nuclear, radiological, bio-
logical, chemical weapons, and high-yield explo-
sives and related materials and technologies. 

(b) Department of Energy 

The Secretary of Energy shall designate an of-
ficial within the Department of Energy as the 
executive agent for— 

(1) the coordination of Department of En-
ergy assistance to Federal, State, and local of-
ficials in responding to threats involving nu-
clear, chemical, and biological weapons or re-
lated materials or technologies, including as-
sistance in identifying, neutralizing, disman-
tling, and disposing of nuclear weapons and re-
lated materials and technologies; and 

(2) the coordination of Department of En-
ergy assistance to the Department of Defense 
in carrying out that department’s responsibil-
ities under subsection (a) of this section. 

(c) Funding 

Of the total amount authorized to be appro-
priated under section 301,1 $15,000,000 is available 
for providing assistance described in subsection 
(a) of this section. 

(Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1413, Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2719; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title 
X, § 1031, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3428.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 301, referred to in subsec. (c), is section 301 of 

Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title III, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 

2475, which is not classified to the Code. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–163 reenacted heading 

without change and amended text generally. Prior to 

amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary of De-

fense shall designate an official within the Department 

of Defense as the executive agent for— 

‘‘(1) the coordination of Department of Defense as-

sistance to Federal, State, and local officials in re-

sponding to threats involving biological or chemical 

weapons or related materials or technologies, includ-

ing assistance in identifying, neutralizing, disman-

tling, and disposing of biological and chemical weap-

ons and related materials and technologies; and 

‘‘(2) the coordination of Department of Defense as-

sistance to the Department of Energy in carrying out 

that department’s responsibilities under subsection 

(b) of this section.’’ 

TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY ITEMS AND EQUIPMENT IN 

SUPPORT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title XIV, § 1401, Dec. 2, 2002, 

116 Stat. 2674, provided that: 

‘‘(a) RESPONSIBLE SENIOR OFFICIAL.—The Secretary of 

Defense shall designate a senior official of the Depart-

ment of Defense to coordinate all Department of De-
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fense efforts to identify, evaluate, deploy, and transfer 

to Federal, State, and local first responders technology 

items and equipment in support of homeland security. 

‘‘(b) DUTIES.—The official designated pursuant to sub-

section (a) shall— 

‘‘(1) identify technology items and equipment de-

veloped or being developed by Department of Defense 

components that have the potential to enhance pub-

lic safety and improve homeland security; 

‘‘(2) cooperate with appropriate Federal Govern-

ment officials outside the Department of Defense to 

evaluate whether such technology items and equip-

ment would be useful to first responders; 

‘‘(3) facilitate the timely transfer, through identi-

fication of appropriate private sector manufacturers, 

of appropriate technology items and equipment to 

Federal, State, and local first responders, in coordi-

nation with appropriate Federal Government officials 

outside the Department of Defense; 

‘‘(4) identify and eliminate redundant and unneces-

sary research efforts within the Department of De-

fense with respect to technologies to be deployed to 

first responders; 

‘‘(5) expedite the advancement of high priority De-

partment of Defense projects from research through 

implementation of initial manufacturing; and 

‘‘(6) participate in outreach programs established 

by appropriate Federal Government officials outside 

the Department of Defense to communicate with first 

responders and to facilitate awareness of available 

technology items and equipment to support responses 

to crises. 

‘‘(c) SUPPORT AGREEMENT.—The official designated 

pursuant to subsection (a) shall enter into an appro-

priate agreement with a nongovernment entity for such 

entity to assist the official designated under subsection 

(a) in carrying out that official’s duties under this sec-

tion. Any such agreement shall be entered into using 

competitive procedures in compliance with applicable 

requirements of law and regulation. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date 

of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 2, 2002], the Sec-

retary of Defense shall submit to the congressional de-

fense committees [Committees on Armed Services and 

Appropriations of the Senate and the House of Rep-

resentatives] a report on the actions taken to carry out 

this section. The report shall include the following: 

‘‘(1) Identification of the senior official designated 

pursuant to subsection (a). 

‘‘(2) A summary of the actions taken or planned to 

be taken to implement subsection (b), including a 

schedule for planned actions. 

‘‘(3) An initial list of technology items and equip-

ment identified pursuant to subsection (b)(1), to-

gether with a summary of any program schedule for 

the development, deployment, or transfer of such 

items and equipment. 

‘‘(4) A description of any agreement entered into 

pursuant to subsection (c).’’ 

§ 2314. Chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, 
and high-yield explosives response team 

(a) Department of Defense rapid response team 

The Secretary of Defense shall develop and 
maintain at least one domestic terrorism rapid 
response team composed of members of the 
Armed Forces and employees of the Department 
of Defense who are capable of aiding Federal, 
State, and local officials in the detection, neu-
tralization, containment, dismantlement, and 
disposal of weapons of mass destruction contain-
ing chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, 
and high-yield explosives. 

(b) Addition to Federal response plans 

The Secretary of Homeland Security shall in-
corporate into the National Response Plan pre-

pared pursuant to section 312(6) of title 6, other 
existing Federal emergency response plans, and 
programs prepared under section 5196(b) of title 
42 guidance on the use and deployment of the 
rapid response teams established under this sec-
tion to respond to emergencies involving weap-
ons of mass destruction. The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall carry out this subsection in 
coordination with the Secretary of Defense and 
the heads of other Federal agencies involved 
with the emergency response plans. 

(Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1414, Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2720; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title 
X, § 1033, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3429.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–163, § 1033(1), substituted ‘‘Chemical, 

biological, radiological, nuclear, and high-yield explo-

sives response team’’ for ‘‘Chemical-biological emer-

gency response team’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–163, § 1033(2), substituted ‘‘ra-

diological, nuclear, and high-yield explosives’’ for ‘‘or 

related materials’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–163, § 1033(3), in heading, sub-

stituted ‘‘plans’’ for ‘‘plan’’ and, in text, substituted 

‘‘The Secretary of Homeland Security shall incorporate 

into the National Response Plan prepared pursuant to 

section 312(6) of title 6, other existing Federal emer-

gency response plans, and’’ for ‘‘Not later than Decem-

ber 31, 1997, the Director of the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency shall develop and incorporate into 

existing Federal emergency response plans and’’ in first 

sentence and ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’ for 

‘‘Director’’ and ‘‘coordination’’ for ‘‘consultation’’ in 

second sentence. 

§ 2315. Testing of preparedness for emergencies 
involving nuclear, radiological, chemical, 
and biological weapons 

(a) Emergencies involving nuclear, radiological, 
chemical, or biological weapons 

(1) The Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
develop and carry out a program for testing and 
improving the responses of Federal, State, and 
local agencies to emergencies involving nuclear, 
radiological, biological, and chemical weapons 
and related materials. 

(2) The program shall include exercises to be 
carried out in accordance with sections 112(c) 
and 238(c)(1) of title 6. 

(3) In developing and carrying out the pro-
gram, the Secretary shall coordinate with the 
Secretary of Defense, the Director of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, the Secretary of 
Energy, and the heads of any other Federal, 
State, and local government agencies that have 
an expertise or responsibilities relevant to emer-
gencies described in paragraph (1). 

(b) Annual revisions of programs 

The Secretary of Homeland Security shall re-
vise the program developed under subsection (a) 
of this section not later than June 1 in each fis-
cal year covered by the program. The revisions 
shall include adjustments that the Secretary de-
termines necessary or appropriate on the basis 
of the lessons learned from the exercise or exer-
cises carried out under the program in the fiscal 
year, including lessons learned regarding coordi-
nation problems and equipment deficiencies. 

(Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1415, Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2720; Pub. L. 107–314, div. C, title 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection (b) of this sec-

tion’’. 

XXXI, § 3154(a), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2738; Pub. 
L. 109–163, div. A, title X, § 1032, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 
Stat. 3428.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–163, § 1032(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘nuclear, radiological, chemical, or’’ for 
‘‘chemical or’’ in heading. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–163, § 1032(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘Secretary of 
Defense’’ and ‘‘nuclear, radiological, biological, and’’ 
for ‘‘biological weapons and related materials and 
emergencies involving’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 109–163, § 1032(a)(3), substituted 
‘‘in accordance with sections 112(c) and 238(c)(1) of title 
6’’ for ‘‘during each of fiscal years 1997 through 2013’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 109–163, § 1032(a)(4), inserted 
‘‘the Secretary of Defense,’’ before ‘‘the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation’’ and struck out ‘‘the 
Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy,’’ before ‘‘the Secretary of Energy,’’. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 109–163, § 1032(b), (c), redesig-
nated subsec. (c) as (b), substituted ‘‘The Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall revise the program developed 
under subsection (a) of this section’’ for ‘‘The official 
responsible for carrying out a program developed under 
subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall revise the pro-
gram’’ in first sentence and ‘‘the Secretary’’ for ‘‘the 
official’’ in second sentence, and struck out heading 
and text of former subsec. (b) which related to emer-
gencies involving nuclear and radiological weapons. 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 109–163, § 1032(d), struck out 
heading and text of subsecs. (d) and (e) which related to 
option to transfer responsibility for programs under 
this section and to funding, respectively. 

2002—Subsecs. (a)(2), (b)(2). Pub. L. 107–314 substituted 
‘‘of fiscal years 1997 through 2013’’ for ‘‘of five succes-
sive fiscal years beginning with fiscal year 1997’’. 

CONSTRUCTION OF EXTENSION WITH DESIGNATION OF 

ATTORNEY GENERAL AS LEAD OFFICIAL 

Pub. L. 107–314, div. C, title XXXI, § 3154(b), Dec. 2, 
2002, 116 Stat. 2738, provided that: ‘‘The amendments 
made by subsection (a) [amending this section] may 
not be construed as modifying the designation of the 
President titled ‘Designation of the Attorney General 
as the Lead Official for the Emergency Response As-
sistance Program Under Sections 1412 and 1415 of the 

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 

1997’, dated April 6, 2000, designating the Attorney Gen-

eral to assume programmatic and funding responsibil-

ities for the Emergency Response Assistance Program 

under sections 1412 [former 50 U.S.C. 2312] and 1415 [50 

U.S.C. 2315] of the Defense Against Weapons of Mass 

Destruction Act of 1996 (title XIV of the National De-

fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1997).’’ 

§ 2316. Actions to increase civilian expertise 

(a) to (c) Omitted 

(d) Civilian expertise 

The President shall take reasonable measures 
to reduce the reliance of civilian law enforce-
ment officials on Department of Defense re-
sources to counter the threat posed by the use 
or potential use of biological and chemical 
weapons of mass destruction within the United 
States. The measures shall include— 

(1) actions to increase civilian law enforce-
ment expertise to counter such a threat; and 

(2) actions to improve coordination between 
civilian law enforcement officials and other ci-
vilian sources of expertise, within and outside 
the Federal Government, to counter such a 
threat. 

(e) Reports 

The President shall submit to Congress the 
following reports: 

(1) Not later than 90 days after September 23, 
1996, a report describing the respective policy 
functions and operational roles of Federal 
agencies in countering the threat posed by the 
use or potential use of biological and chemical 
weapons of mass destruction within the United 
States. 

(2) Not later than one year after September 
23, 1996, a report describing— 

(A) the actions planned to be taken to 
carry out subsection (d) of this section; and 

(B) the costs of such actions. 

(3) Not later than three years after Septem-
ber 23, 1996, a report updating the information 
provided in the reports submitted pursuant to 
paragraphs (1) and (2), including the measures 
taken pursuant to subsection (d) of this sec-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1416, Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2721.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of subsecs. (d) and (e) of section 
1416 of Pub. L. 104–201. Subsecs. (a) to (c) of section 1416 
enacted section 382 of Title 10, Armed Forces, and sec-
tions 175a and 2332d of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal 
Procedure, and amended section 372 of Title 10. 

§ 2317. Rapid response information system 

(a) Inventory of rapid response assets 

(1) The head of each Federal Response Plan 
agency shall develop and maintain an inventory 
of physical equipment and assets under the ju-
risdiction of that agency that could be made 
available to aid State and local officials in 
search and rescue and other disaster manage-
ment and mitigation efforts associated with an 
emergency involving weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The agency head shall submit a copy of the 
inventory, and any updates of the inventory, to 
the Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency for inclusion in the master 
inventory required under subsection (b) of this 
section. 

(2) Each inventory shall include a separate 
listing of any equipment that is excess to the 
needs of that agency and could be considered for 
disposal as excess or surplus property for use for 
response and training with regard to emer-
gencies involving weapons of mass destruction. 

(b) Master inventory 

The Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency shall compile and maintain 
a comprehensive listing of all inventories pre-
pared under subsection (a) of this section. The 
first such master list shall be completed not 
later than December 31, 1997, and shall be up-
dated annually thereafter. 

(c) Addition to Federal response plan 

Not later than December 31, 1997, the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency shall develop and incorporate into exist-
ing Federal emergency response plans and pro-
grams prepared under section 5196(b) of title 42 
guidance on accessing and using the physical 
equipment and assets included in the master list 
developed under subsection 1 to respond to emer-
gencies involving weapons of mass destruction. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(d) Database on chemical and biological mate-
rials 

The Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Defense, shall prepare a database 
on chemical and biological agents and muni-
tions characteristics and safety precautions for 
civilian use. The initial design and compilation 
of the database shall be completed not later 
than December 31, 1997. 

(e) Access to inventory and database 

The Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency shall design and maintain 
a system to give Federal, State, and local offi-
cials access to the inventory listing and data-
base maintained under this section in the event 
of an emergency involving weapons of mass de-
struction or to prepare and train to respond to 
such an emergency. The system shall include a 
secure but accessible emergency response hot-
line to access information and request assist-
ance. 

(Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1417, Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2724; Pub. L. 109–295, title VI, 
§ 612(c), Oct. 4, 2006, 120 Stat. 1410.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Administrator of the Federal Emergency Manage-

ment Agency’’ substituted for ‘‘Director of the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency’’ wherever appearing 

in text on authority of section 612(c) of Pub. L. 109–295, 

set out as a note under section 313 of Title 6, Domestic 

Security. Any reference to the Administrator of the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency in title VI of 

Pub. L. 109–295 or an amendment by title VI to be con-

sidered to refer and apply to the Director of the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency until Mar. 31, 2007, see 

section 612(f)(2) of Pub. L. 109–295, set out as a note 

under section 313 of Title 6. 

SUBCHAPTER II—INTERDICTION OF WEAP-
ONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION AND RE-
LATED MATERIALS 

§ 2331. Procurement of detection equipment for 
United States border security 

Of the amount authorized to be appropriated 
by section 301,1 $15,000,000 is available for the 
procurement of— 

(1) equipment capable of detecting the move-
ment of weapons of mass destruction and re-
lated materials into the United States; 

(2) equipment capable of interdicting the 
movement of weapons of mass destruction and 
related materials into the United States; and 

(3) materials and technologies related to use 
of equipment described in paragraph (1) or (2). 

(Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1421, Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2725.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 301, referred to in text, is section 301 of Pub. 

L. 104–201, div. A, title III, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2475, 

which is not classified to the Code. 

§ 2332. Sense of Congress concerning criminal 
penalties 

(a) Sense of Congress concerning inadequacy of 
sentencing guidelines 

It is the sense of Congress that the sentencing 
guidelines prescribed by the United States Sen-
tencing Commission for the offenses of importa-
tion, attempted importation, exportation, and 
attempted exportation of nuclear, biological, 
and chemical weapons materials constitute in-
adequate punishment for such offenses. 

(b) Urging of revision to guidelines 

Congress urges the United States Sentencing 
Commission to revise the relevant sentencing 
guidelines to provide for increased penalties for 
offenses relating to importation, attempted im-
portation, exportation, and attempted expor-
tation of nuclear, biological, or chemical weap-
ons or related materials or technologies under 
the following provisions of law: 

(1) Section 2410 of the Appendix to this title. 
(2) Sections 2778 and 2780 of title 22. 
(3) The International Emergency Economic 

Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.). 
(4) Section 2139a(c) of title 42. 

(Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1423, Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2725; Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title 
X, § 1069(c)(1), Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2136.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The International Emergency Economic Powers Act, 

referred to in subsec. (b)(3), is title II of Pub. L. 95–223, 

Dec. 28, 1977, 91 Stat. 1626, which is classified generally 

to chapter 35 (§ 1701 et seq.) of this title. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 

note set out under section 1701 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 1423 of Pub. L. 104–201 

which also enacted provisions listed in a table of sen-

tencing guidelines set out as a note under section 994 of 

Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 105–261 made technical 

amendment to reference in original act which appears 

in text as reference to section 2139a(c) of title 42. 

§ 2333. International border security 

(a) Secretary of Defense responsibility 

The Secretary of Defense, in consultation and 
cooperation with the Commissioner of Customs, 
shall carry out programs for assisting customs 
officials and border guard officials in the inde-
pendent states of the former Soviet Union, the 
Baltic states, and other countries of Eastern Eu-
rope in preventing unauthorized transfer and 
transportation of nuclear, biological, and chemi-
cal weapons and related materials. Training, ex-
pert advice, maintenance of equipment, loan of 
equipment, and audits may be provided under or 
in connection with the programs. 

(b) Other countries 

The Secretary of Defense may carry out pro-
grams under subsection (a) of this section in a 
country other than a country specified in that 
subsection if the Secretary determines that 
there exists in that country a significant threat 
of the unauthorized transfer and transportation 
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