§2301

(1) Emergency measures

The term ‘‘emergency measures’”’
those measures that—

(A) are mnecessary to address damage
caused by a natural disaster to natural re-
sources on nonindustrial private forest land,
and the damage, if not treated—

(i) would impair or endanger the natural
resources on the land; and

(ii) would materially affect future use of
the land; and

(B) would restore forest health and forest-
related resources on the land.

(2) Natural disaster

The term ‘“‘natural disaster” includes
wildfires, hurricanes or excessive winds,
drought, ice storms or blizzards, floods, or
other resource-impacting events, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(3) Nonindustrial private forest land

The term ‘‘nonindustrial private forest
land” means rural land, as determined by the
Secretary, that—

(A) has existing tree cover (or had tree
cover immediately before the natural disas-
ter and is suitable for growing trees); and

(B) is owned by any nonindustrial private
individual, group, association, corporation,
or other private legal entity, that has defini-
tive decision-making authority over the
land.

(4) Secretary

means

The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Secretary
of Agriculture.

(b) Availability of assistance

The Secretary may make payments to an
owner of nonindustrial private forest land who
carries out emergency measures to restore the
land after the land is damaged by a natural dis-
aster.

(c) Eligibility

To be eligible to receive a payment under sub-
section (b), an owner must demonstrate to the
satisfaction of the Secretary that the nonindus-
trial private forest land on which the emergency
measures are carried out had tree cover imme-
diately before the natural disaster.

(d) Cost share requirement

Payments made under subsection (b) shall not
exceed 75 percent of the total cost of the emer-
gency measures carried out by an owner of non-
industrial private forest land.

(e) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary such funds as may be necessary to
carry out this section. Amounts so appropriated
shall remain available until expended.

(Pub. L. 95-334, title IV, §407, as added Pub. L.
110-234, title VIII, §8203(a), May 22, 2008, 122 Stat.
1290, and Pub. L. 110-246, §4(a), title VIII,
§8203(a), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 2051.)

CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 110-234 and Pub. L. 110-246 enacted identical
sections. Pub. L. 110-234 was repealed by section 4(a) of
Pub. L. 110-246.
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EFFECTIVE DATE

Enactment of this section and repeal of Pub. L.
110-234 by Pub. L. 110-246 effective May 22, 2008, the
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110-234, see section 4 of
Pub. L. 110-246, set out as a note under section 8701 of
Title 7, Agriculture.

REGULATIONS

Pub. L. 110-234, title VIII, §8203(b), May 22, 2008, 122
Stat. 1291, and Pub. L. 110-246, §4(a), title VIII, §8203(b),
June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 2052, provided that: ““Not
later than one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act [June 18, 2008], the Secretary of Agriculture
shall issue regulations to carry out section 407 of the
Agricultural Credit Act of 1978 [16 U.S.C. 2206], as added
by subsection (a).”’

[Pub. L. 110-234 and Pub. L. 110-246 enacted identical
provisions. Pub. L. 110-234 was repealed by section 4(a)
of Pub. L. 110-246, set out as a note under section 8701
of Title 7, Agriculture.]
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§2301. Congressional statement of findings and
purpose

(a) The Congress hereby finds that—

(1) the purpose of the National Park System
is to preserve outstanding natural, scenic, his-
toric, and recreation areas for the enjoyment,
education, inspiration, and use of all people;

(2) units of the National Park System have
recently been established near major metro-
politan areas in order to preserve remaining
open space and to provide recreational oppor-
tunities for urban residents (many of whom do
not have access to personal motor vehicles);
and

(3) circumstances which necessarily require
people desiring to visit units of the National
Park System to rely on personal motor vehi-
cles may diminish the natural and rec-
reational value of such units by causing traffic
congestion and environmental damage, and by
requiring the provision of roads, parking, and
other facilities in ever-increasing numbers and
density.

(b) The purpose of this chapter is to make the
National Park System more accessible in a man-
ner consistent with the preservation of parks
and the conservation of energy by encouraging
the use of transportation modes other than per-
sonal motor vehicles for access to and within
units of the National Park System with mini-
mum disruption to nearby communities through
authorization of a pilot transportation program.

(Pub. L. 95-344, title III, §301, Aug. 15, 1978, 92
Stat. 477.)
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