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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘chapter I’’. 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including 
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1) 
of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 4130. No cause of action 

No cause of action shall exist and no claim 
may be brought against the United States for 
violation of any notification requirement im-
posed upon the United States by this subtitle or 
any amendment made by this subtitle. 

(Pub. L. 112–141, div. F, title II, § 100249, July 6, 
2012, 126 Stat. 969.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subtitle, referred to in text, is subtitle A 
(§§ 100201–100249) of title II of div. F of Pub. L. 112–141, 
known as the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform 
Act of 2012. For complete classification of this subtitle 
to the Code, see Short Title of 2012 Amendment note 
set out under section 4001 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Biggert-Waters 
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012, and also as part of 
the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act, 
also known as the MAP–21, and not as part of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Act of 1968 which comprises this 
chapter. 

§ 4131. Levee certifications 

(a) Implementation of Flood Protection Struc-
ture Accreditation Task Force 

In carrying out section 100226 of Public Law 
112–141 (42 U.S.C. 4101 note; 126 Stat. 942), the 
Secretary shall— 

(1) ensure that at least 1 program activity 
carried out under the inspection of completed 
works program of the Corps of Engineers pro-
vides adequate information to the Secretary 
to reach a levee accreditation decision under 
section 65.10 of title 44, Code of Federal Regu-
lations (or successor regulation); and 

(2) to the maximum extent practicable, 
carry out activities under the inspection of 
completed works program of the Corps of En-
gineers in alignment with the schedule estab-
lished for the national flood insurance pro-
gram established under chapter 1 1 of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
4011 et seq.). 

(b) Accelerated levee system evaluations 

(1) In general 

On receipt of a request from a non-Federal 
interest, the Secretary may carry out a levee 
system evaluation of a federally authorized 
levee for purposes of the national flood insur-
ance program established under chapter 1 1 of 

the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4011 et seq.) if the evaluation will be 
carried out earlier than such an evaluation 
would be carried out under subsection (a). 

(2) Requirements 

A levee system evaluation under paragraph 
(1) shall— 

(A) at a minimum, comply with section 
65.10 of title 44, Code of Federal Regulations 
(as in effect on June 10, 2014); and 

(B) be carried out in accordance with such 
procedures as the Secretary, in consultation 
with the Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, may establish. 

(3) Funding 

(A) In general 

The Secretary may use amounts made 
available under section 1962d–16 of this title 
to carry out this subsection. 

(B) Cost share 

The Secretary shall apply the cost share 
under section 1962d–16(b) of this title to any 
activities carried out under this subsection. 

(Pub. L. 113–121, title III, § 3014, June 10, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1287.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, referred to 
in subsecs. (a)(2) and (b)(1), is title XIII of Pub. L. 
90–448, Aug. 1, 1968, 82 Stat. 572, which is classified prin-
cipally to this chapter. Chapter I of the Act is classified 
principally to subchapter I (§ 4011 et seq.) of this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Short Title note set out under section 4001 of this 
title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act of 2014, and not as part of 
the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 which com-
prises this chapter. 

DEFINITION OF ‘‘SECRETARY’’ 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 113–121, set out as a note under section 
2201 of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters. 

CHAPTER 51—DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS TO ACCOMMODATE 
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 

Sec. 

4151. ‘‘Building’’ defined. 
4152. Standards for design, construction, and alter-

ation of buildings; Administrator of Gen-
eral Services. 

4153. Standards for design, construction, and alter-
ation of buildings; Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

4154. Standards for design, construction, and alter-
ation of buildings; Secretary of Defense. 

4154a. Standards for design, construction, and alter-
ation of buildings; United States Postal 
Service. 

4155. Effective date of standards. 
4156. Waiver and modification of standards. 
4157. Omitted. 

§ 4151. ‘‘Building’’ defined 

As used in this chapter, the term ‘‘building’’ 
means any building or facility (other than (A) a 
privately owned residential structure not leased 
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by the Government for subsidized housing pro-
grams and (B) any building or facility on a mili-
tary installation designed and constructed pri-
marily for use by able bodied military person-
nel) the intended use for which either will re-
quire that such building or facility be accessible 
to the public, or may result in the employment 
or residence therein of physically handicapped 
persons, which building or facility is— 

(1) to be constructed or altered by or on be-
half of the United States; 

(2) to be leased in whole or in part by the 
United States after August 12, 1968; 

(3) to be financed in whole or in part by a 
grant or a loan made by the United States 
after August 12, 1968, if such building or facil-
ity is subject to standards for design, con-
struction, or alteration issued under authority 
of the law authorizing such grant or loan; or 

(4) to be constructed under authority of the 
National Capital Transportation Act of 1960, 
the National Capital Transportation Act of 
1965, or title III of the Washington Metropoli-
tan Area Transit Regulation Compact. 

(Pub. L. 90–480, § 1, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. 718; 
Pub. L. 91–205, Mar. 5, 1970, 84 Stat. 49; Pub. L. 
94–541, title II, § 201(1), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2507.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Capital Transportation Act of 1960, re-
ferred to in par. (4), is Pub. L. 86–669, July 14, 1960, 74 
Stat. 537, which enacted sections 651, 652, 661 to 665, and 
671 of former Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and 
Works, and enacted provisions set out as notes under 
section 651 of former Title 40 and which was repealed by 
Pub. L. 91–143, § 8(a)(1), Dec. 9, 1969, 83 Stat. 322. 

The National Capital Transportation Act of 1965, re-
ferred to in par. (4), is Pub. L. 89–173, Sept. 8, 1965, 79 
Stat. 663, as amended. Section 1 of the Act, which was 
classified to a note under section 681 of former Title 40, 
Public Buildings, Property, and Works, was repealed by 
Pub. L. 107–217, § 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1304. Sec-
tion 2 of the Act, which was classified to section 681 of 
former Title 40, has been omitted from the Code. Sec-
tions 3 and 4 of the Act, which were classified to sec-
tions 682 and 683, respectively, of former Title 40, were 
repealed by Pub. L. 91–143, § 8(a)(2), Dec. 9, 1969, 83 Stat. 
323. Sections 5(a) (no subsec. (b) was enacted) and 6 of 
the Act, which were classified to sections 684 and 685, 
respectively, of former Title 40, were repealed by Pub. 
L. 107–217, § 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1304. Section 7 
of the Act amended provisions classified to section 662 
of former Title 40, which was repealed by Pub. L. 89–774, 
§ 5(b), Nov. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 1353. Section 8 of the Act, 
which was classified to a note under section 681 of 
former Title 40, has been omitted from the Code. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–541 inserted in parenthetical text 
‘‘not leased by the Government for subsidized housing 
programs’’ after ‘‘structure’’ and struck out from par. 
(2) ‘‘, after construction or alteration in accordance 
with plans and specifications of the United States’’ 
after ‘‘August 12, 1968’’. 

1970—Par. (4). Pub. L. 91–205 added par. (4). 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 90–480, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. 718, which en-
acted this chapter, is popularly known as the ‘‘Archi-
tectural Barriers Act of 1968’’. 

APPLICABILITY OF 1976 AMENDMENT TO LEASES 
ENTERED INTO BEFORE, ON, OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 1977 

Pub. L. 94–541, title II, § 202, Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2508, 
provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by paragraph (1) 

of section 201 of this Act [amending this section] shall 
not apply to any lease entered into before January 1, 
1977. It shall apply to every lease entered into on or 
after January 1, 1977, including any renewal of a lease 
entered into before such date which renewal is on or 
after such date.’’ 

§ 4152. Standards for design, construction, and 
alteration of buildings; Administrator of Gen-
eral Services 

The Administrator of General Services, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, shall prescribe standards for 
the design, construction, and alteration of build-
ings (other than residential structures subject 
to this chapter and buildings, structures, and fa-
cilities of the Department of Defense and of the 
United States Postal Service subject to this 
chapter) to insure whenever possible that phys-
ically handicapped persons will have ready ac-
cess to, and use of, such buildings. 

(Pub. L. 90–480, § 2, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. 719; 
Pub. L. 94–541, title II, § 201(2), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2507; Pub. L. 96–88, title V, § 509(b), Oct. 17, 
1979, 93 Stat. 695.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–541 substituted ‘‘shall prescribe’’ and 
‘‘to insure whenever possible’’ for ‘‘is authorized to pre-
scribe such’’ and ‘‘as may be necessary to insure’’, re-
spectively, and inserted in parenthetical text ‘‘and of 
the United States Postal Service’’ after ‘‘Department 
of Defense’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’’ sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare’’ pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96–88, 
which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-
cation. 

§ 4153. Standards for design, construction, and 
alteration of buildings; Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development 

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, shall prescribe 
standards for the design, construction, and al-
teration of buildings which are residential struc-
tures subject to this chapter to insure whenever 
possible that physically handicapped persons 
will have ready access to, and use of, such build-
ings. 

(Pub. L. 90–480, § 3, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. 719; 
Pub. L. 94–541, title II, § 201(3), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2507; Pub. L. 96–88, title V, § 509(b), Oct. 17, 
1979, 93 Stat. 695.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–541 substituted ‘‘shall prescribe’’ and 
‘‘to insure whenever possible’’ for ‘‘is authorized to pre-
scribe such’’ and ‘‘as may be necessary to insure’’, re-
spectively. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’’ sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare’’ pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96–88, 
which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-
cation. 
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§ 4154. Standards for design, construction, and 
alteration of buildings; Secretary of Defense 

The Secretary of Defense, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
shall prescribe standards for the design, con-
struction, and alteration of buildings, struc-
tures, and facilities of the Department of De-
fense subject to this chapter to insure whenever 
possible that physically handicapped persons 
will have ready access to, and use of, such build-
ings. 

(Pub. L. 90–480, § 4, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. 719; 
Pub. L. 94–541, title II, § 201(4), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2507; Pub. L. 96–88, title V, § 509(b), Oct. 17, 
1979, 93 Stat. 695.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–541 substituted ‘‘shall prescribe’’ and 
‘‘to insure whenever possible’’ for ‘‘is authorized to pre-
scribe such’’ and ‘‘as may be necessary to insure’’, re-
spectively. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’’ sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare’’ pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96–88, 
which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-
cation. 

§ 4154a. Standards for design, construction, and 
alteration of buildings; United States Postal 
Service 

The United States Postal Service, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, shall prescribe such standards for the 
design, construction, and alteration of its build-
ings to insure whenever possible that physically 
handicapped persons will have ready access to, 
and use of, such buildings. 

(Pub. L. 90–480, § 4a, as added Pub. L. 94–541, title 
II, § 201(5), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2508; amended 
Pub. L. 96–88, title V, § 509(b), Oct. 17, 1979, 93 
Stat. 695.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’’ sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare’’ pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96–88, 
which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-
cation. 

§ 4155. Effective date of standards 

Every building designed, constructed, or al-
tered after the effective date of a standard is-
sued under this chapter which is applicable to 
such building, shall be designed, constructed, or 
altered in accordance with such standard. 

(Pub. L. 90–480, § 5, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. 719.) 

§ 4156. Waiver and modification of standards 

The Administrator of General Services, with 
respect to standards issued under section 4152 of 
this title, and the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, with respect to standards 
issued under section 4153 of this title, and the 
Secretary of Defense with respect to standards 
issued under section 4154 of this title, and the 
United States Postal Service with respect to 
standards issued under section 4154a of this 
title— 

(1) is authorized to modify or waive any such 
standard, on a case-by-case basis, upon appli-
cation made by the head of the department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the United 
States concerned, and upon a determination 
by the Administrator or Secretary, as the case 
may be, that such modification or waiver is 
clearly necessary, and 

(2) shall establish a system of continuing 
surveys and investigations to insure compli-
ance with such standards. 

(Pub. L. 90–480, § 6, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. 719; 
Pub. L. 94–541, title II, § 201(6), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2508.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–541, in introductory text, inserted 
reference to the United States Postal Service with re-
spect to standards issued under section 4154a of this 
title and struck out ‘‘is authorized’’ at end; in par. (1), 
inserted introductory words ‘‘is authorized’’; and in 
par. (2), substituted ‘‘shall establish a system of con-
tinuing surveys and investigations’’ for ‘‘to conduct 
such surveys and investigations as he deems nec-
essary’’. 

§ 4157. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 90–480, § 7, as added Pub. L. 94–541, 
title II, § 201(7), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2508; amended Pub. 
L. 103–437, § 15(n), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4593, which re-
quired the Administrator of General Services to report 
to Congress during the first week of January of each 
year on his activities and those of other departments, 
agencies, and instrumentalities of the Federal Govern-
ment under this chapter during the preceding fiscal 
year and required the Architectural and Transpor-
tation Barriers Compliance Board established by sec-
tion 792 of title 29 to report to the Public Works and 
Transportation Committee of the House of Representa-
tives and the Environment and Public Works Commit-
tee of the Senate during the first week of January of 
each year on its activities and actions to insure compli-
ance with the standards prescribed under this chapter, 
terminated, effective May 15, 2000, pursuant to section 
3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set out as a note 
under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance. See, 
also, item 6 on page 155 and item 10 on page 173 of 
House Document No. 103–7. 

CHAPTER 52—INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COOPERATION 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 4201. Repealed. Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 
1982, 96 Stat. 1068 

Section, Pub. L. 90–577, title I, §§ 101–110, Oct. 16, 1968, 
82 Stat. 1098–1101, defined terms used in this chapter. 
See sections 6501 and 6505(a) of Title 31, Money and Fi-
nance. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 90–577, § 1, Oct. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 1098, which 
provided that Pub. L. 90–577 could be cited as the 
‘‘Intergovernmental Cooperation Act of 1968’’, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 
1068, 1080. 

SUBCHAPTER II—GRANTS-IN-AID TO THE 
STATES; IMPROVED ADMINISTRATION 

§§ 4211 to 4214. Repealed. Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), 
Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1068 

Section 4211, Pub. L. 90–577, title II, § 201, Oct. 16, 1968, 
82 Stat. 1101, required the Federal Government to pro-
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