
 
 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
 

FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT 
_________________________________ 

In re:  JUSTIN JACKSON,  
 
          Petitioner. 

No. 16-5161 
(D.C. No. 4:13-CR-00068-JHP-6) 

(N.D. Okla.) 
_________________________________ 

ORDER 
_________________________________ 

Before BRISCOE, EBEL, and HARTZ, Circuit Judges. 
_________________________________ 

Justin Jackson requests a writ of mandamus ordering the district court to rule on 

his pending 28 U.S.C. § 2255 motion to vacate, set aside, or correct his sentence.  The 

§ 2255 motion was filed on October 9, 2014, and was fully briefed as of February 2, 

2015, with the parties filing supplemental briefing in the summer of 2016.  Mr. Jackson 

moved for a ruling in September 2016.  At that time he notified the district court that he 

had less than a year left in his sentence.  On December 5, 2016, this court invited the 

district court to respond to Mr. Jackson’s petition, but the district court has neither filed a 

response in this court nor decided the § 2255 motion. 

“[W]rits of habeas corpus are intended to afford a swift and imperative remedy in 

all cases of illegal restraint or confinement.”  Johnson v. Rogers, 917 F.2d 1283, 1284 

(10th Cir. 1990) (internal quotation marks omitted).  In Johnson, this court held that a 

14-month delay in deciding a habeas application, due solely to docket congestion, was 

impermissible.  See id. at 1285.  The pending motion has been fully briefed for 22 

months, and it appears Mr. Jackson is nearing the end of his sentence.  “At this point, 
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justice delayed is justice denied.”  Id.  The petition for a writ of mandamus is granted, 

and the district court is ordered to hear and decide Mr. Jackson’s § 2255 motion within 

30 days from the date of this order.   

Entered for the Court 
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