
 
 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
 

FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT 
_________________________________ 

In re: AARON DAVID TRENT 
NEEDHAM,  
 
          Petitioner. 

 
No. 18-4007 

(D.C. No. 2:17-CV-00115-JNP) 
(D. Utah) 

_________________________________ 

ORDER 
_________________________________ 

Before LUCERO, O’BRIEN, and BACHARACH, Circuit Judges. 
_________________________________ 

In April 2017, Aaron David Trent Needham filed a 28 U.S.C. § 2254 habeas 

application and a motion for preliminary injunctive relief in district court.  In January 

2018, Mr. Needham filed a petition for a writ of mandamus in this court, requesting an 

order directing the district court to rule on his pending § 2254 habeas application and 

request for injunctive relief.  But after Mr. Needham mailed his mandamus petition, the 

district court denied the § 2254 habeas application and request for injunctive relief and 

entered a final judgment against him.  Because Mr. Needham has received the relief he 

requested, his mandamus petition is now moot.     

Accordingly, we deny as moot the petition for a writ of mandamus.  We also deny 

as moot Mr. Needham’s request to proceed without prepayment of costs or fees.  The 

relevant statute, 28 U.S.C. §1915(a)(1), does not permit litigants to avoid payment of 

filing and docketing fees, only prepayment of those fees.  Since we have reached the 

merits of this matter, prepayment of fees is no longer an issue.  Though we have disposed 
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of this matter on the merits, Mr. Needham remains obligated to pay all filing and 

docketing fees. 

Entered for the Court 

 
ELISABETH A. SHUMAKER, Clerk 
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