
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND

IN RE SMITH & NEPHEW BIRMINGHAM

HIP RESURFACING (BHR) HIP IMPLANT
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION

MDL No. 2775

Master Docket No. 1:17-2775

JUDGE CATHERINE C. BLAKE

This Document Relates to:

William Wayne Andrews and Sandra Faye
Andrews v. Smith & Nephew, Inc., et al.
Case No. l:21-cv-756

MEMORANDUM

Pending before the court is a motion to remand for lack of complete diversity, see 28 U.S.C.

§ 1447(c), filed by plaintiffs William and Sandra Andrews (hereafter "Mr. Andrews," the plaintiff

most central to the claims). Defendant Smith & Nephew, Inc., ("Smith & Nephew") removed this

case from state court in Jefferson County, Texas, and contends that this court has jurisdiction under

the fraudulent joinder doctrine. For the reasons that follow, the court will grant Mr. Andrews's

motion. The issues have been briefed, and no oral argument is necessary. See Local Rule 105.6

(D. Md. 2021).

BACKGROUND

In February 2010 and September 2011, Mr. Andrews underwent two surgeries replacing

his hips with "metal-on-metal" implants the components of which were produced by Smith &

Nephew. (ECF 2651-1, Pis.' Original Pet. 14, 15). Andrews's surgeon used the hip-implant

components in an "off-label" metal-on-metal configuration that had not received Food and Drug

Administration (FDA) approval. {Id. ̂  29). The metal components rubbed against one another
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