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could save the country many billions of dol-
lars while focusing on the greatest risks.

I look forward to the day when trade
agreements are routinely matched by closer
environmental cooperation. Trade liberaliza-
tion is crucial to the growth of America and
every nation in the 21st century, and growth
is the key to greater environmental protec-
tion. Trade-environmental linkages are a
practical way to realize sustainable develop-
ment, especially for the developing nations
that need it so desperately.

In the years ahead, we can take pride in
what the American people helped us accom-
plish to protect our environment. We can be
comforted by the knowledge that the next
generation will continue the work we started
to leave a better world.

Sincerely,

George Bush

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Dan Quayle, President of the Sen-
ate.

Remarks at a Celebration of the
Points of Light
January 14, 1993

Thank you all very, very much. And I’m
just delighted to be with you today to cele-
brate the work of those wonderful Americans
we call Points of Light. And I think our First
Lady is a Point of Light. So I salute her for
what she’s done in literacy and helping this
country understand the importance of read-
ing.

There’s another guy here who’s been a
personal Point of Light to me, and that’s
Gregg Petersmeyer, who many of you know.
In a sense it was his dream and his dedication
that made all this possible. And Joe and
Jenny, your witnessing, your testimony really
makes this speech superfluous. I don’t need
to do it, but I will anyway. [Laughter] But
thank you. You said it all with your own lives.

I also want to thank the leaders of three
new institutions that have been established
in the last 4 years: Tom Ehrlich of the Com-
mission on National and Community Service;
Dick Munro of the Points of Light Founda-

tion; and Solon Cousins of the National Cen-
ter for Community Risk Management and
Insurance. And I also want to thank my
friends; Ray Chambers, what an inspiration
he has been in this whole voluntarism con-
cept; Pete McCloskey; also George Romney,
who I hope is here with us today. But we’re
grateful.

What an honor it is to have Larnelle here,
Larnelle Harris, for helping make this event
so very special. Anybody that can get up with-
out a pitch pipe or a band and do what he
did, we’ve got to look them over and see what
makes him tick. [Laughter] But I’ll tell you,
his song said it all; his song got right to the
heart. And I understand that he’s just been
nominated for his seventh Grammy Award.
And Presidents ought not to do this, but I
know who I’m rooting for. So there we are.

But above all, Barbara and I wanted to
come over and thank the Points of Light that
we’re honoring today. I know that many of
them have gone to great efforts to get here.
And lots of folks ask me about the phrase,
Points of Light. And some say it’s religion;
others say, well, it’s a patriotic theme, like
the flag; and others think it’s an image of
hope. But I think that Points of Light are
all of these things and yet still something
more. It’s what happens when ordinary peo-
ple claim the problems of their community
as their own. And it’s the inspiration and
awakening to the God-given light from with-
in, lit from within, and it’s the promise of
America.

We’ve got Points of Light here today from
all 50 States, shining all the way from An-
chorage to Harlem, Miami to Maine. And
never before has there been so much light
in this marvelous house. Each of you here
today knows what I mean by that. And each
of you found within yourselves your own spe-
cial genius for helping others. And each dis-
covered the imagination to see things that
others could not: the human dignity in the
eyes of a homeless man; the musicians and
business leaders in an inner city gang; the
light and laughter in the shadows of a shat-
tered life.

I’ve always believed that in each individ-
ual, there’s a Point of Light waiting to be
revealed, in each community, a thousand
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miracles waiting to happen. And when I as-
sumed this great office, I pledged to do all
I could to honor, encourage, and increase
volunteer efforts until their light filled every
dark corner of our country.

We began with a national strategy. And if
you’ll bear with me, I’d like to remind you
of what that strategy is: first, changing atti-
tudes so that all Americans define a success-
ful life as one that includes serving others;
and second, identifying what is already work-
ing so that those efforts can be enlarged and
multiplied; and third, encouraging leaders to
help others become Points of Light; and
fourth, reducing volunteer liability, because
I believe that it’s time that we ought to care
for each other more and sue each other less;
and fifth and finally, within every community,
linking people to ways that they can help.

Everything I’ve done as President has tried
to support this strategy. And that’s why we’ve
worked together to create the Points of Light
Foundation, the Commission on National
and Community Service, and then the Na-
tional Center for Community Risk Manage-
ment and Insurance.

We envision national service not as a Gov-
ernment program, not even as a White
House initiative, but as a grassroots move-
ment, a movement that makes full use of the
many different ways that Americans want to
help. This strategy is significant not because
it indicates Washington’s role but because it
illuminates yours. And this is something
where it’s easy to miss the constellation for
the stars.

You see, it’s not just Points of Light that
are important. It’s the idea that every com-
munity in America could be filled with light.
America could become like this room. You’re
only a fraction of the stories that we’ve told.
And those stories are only a fraction of those
that could be told.

You know, look around this room and then
picture what would happen throughout
America if every former gang member dis-
covered the Rodney Dailey within and of-
fered young people good alternatives to life
on the streets. Imagine if every member,
every member of a club, like the Rotary
Readers, filled someone’s life with the won-
der of reading. Or what if every little girl
found the imagination to follow Isis Johnson

to clothe the cold and feed the hungry in
her little corner of America. Imagine what
America would look like.

Regardless of what we believe Govern-
ment should do, all of us agree that no seri-
ous social problem in this country is going
to be solved without the active engagement
of millions of citizens in tens of thousands
of institutions, schools and businesses,
churches and clubs, armies of ordinary peo-
ple doing extraordinary things.

Government has a critical role in helping
people and so does solid, sustainable eco-
nomic growth. But people, people, not pro-
grams, solve problems. And somewhere in
America, every serious social problem is
being solved through voluntary service, for
therein lies the greatest national resource of
all. It doesn’t matter who you are,
everybody’s got something to give: a job skill,
a free hour, a pair of strong arms. And that’s
what I mean when I say that from now on,
any definition of a successful life must in-
clude serving others.

Let me tell you another story about suc-
cess. Today, I’ve recognized the 1,014th
Daily Point of Light, the Lakeland Middle
School eighth grade volunteers. These re-
markable young people from Baltimore have
overcome their own challenges to become tu-
tors and role models for younger students
in special education. Their special courage
reminds me of the words of a poet who said,
‘‘The generosity is not in giving me that
which I need more than you do, but in giving
me that which you need more than I do.’’
That courage has made the Lakeland eighth
graders into the wonderful and confident
young people who grace our lives today.

Because I know that America is filled with
young people who want to help, I signed an
Executive order last October that created the
President’s Youth Service Award. And as with
the President’s Physical Fitness Award,
young people in voluntary service will be able
to receive Presidential recognition in their
local communities.

I want to thank the boards of the commis-
sion, the foundation, and the American Insti-
tute for Public Service for their help in im-
plementing this program. What all of us seek
in our life is meaning and adventure. And
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it’s through service that all of us can find
both.

Barbara and I will soon be making our way
back to Texas, and I’d like to leave you with
one thought: If I could leave but one legacy
to this country, it would not be found in pol-
icy papers or even in treaties signed or even
wars won; it would be return to the moral
compass that must guide America through
the next century, the changeless values that
can and must guide change. And I’m talking
about a respect for the goodness that made
this country great, a rekindling of that light
lit from within to reveal America as it truly
is, a country with strong families, a country
of millions of Points of Light.

I want to thank the Points of Light in this
room and everywhere across this country,
those that we have recognized and the mil-
lions more that have found no recognition
but are doing the Lord’s work.

Thank you and God bless you all. And God
bless the U.S.A.

Note: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to gospel singer Larnelle
Harris; Ray Chambers, founding chairman,
Points of Light Foundation; George Romney
and Paul N. (Pete) McCloskey, members of
the board of directors, Commission on Na-
tional and Community Service; and the fol-
lowing Points of Light: Joe Thompson, Jenny
Richardson, Rodney Dailey of Gang Peace,
and Isis Johnson.

Remarks at an Armed Forces Salute
to the President in Arlington,
Virginia
January 14, 1993

Thank you very, very much, Secretary
Cheney, Dick, my dear friend. I am honored
by this salute, very, very grateful to all who
participated in it—these same troops, many
of whom have done so much to welcome dis-
tinguished visitors to the United States and
in every way served their country with dis-
tinction.

But you guys have got it backwards. I came
over here to thank all of you and to salute
the members, past and present, of our Armed
Forces: those who have given their lives,
those who have served so honorably and so
well, and those who serve today around the
globe to keep the vigil of peace and to hold
out the loving arms of the United States to
those who are hurting.

Secretary Cheney has served with great
distinction. I asked him to leave the United
States Congress to take on this tremendous
responsibility, and he’s performed with great,
great service to his country. He’s done it all
with excellence, dedication, and commit-
ment.

As to General Powell, I just can’t think
of words to describe how strongly I feel about
his service to his country and his leadership.
And I am grateful to you, Colin. And may
I single out the Secretaries, the Service Sec-
retaries; and of course, the Joint Chiefs with
whom I’ve worked very, very closely. I am
grateful to all of you for your leadership and
for your sound advice. And each of you
should be proud because you were the key
to the success of our military missions in Pan-
ama, in the Persian Gulf, in Somalia, and
then in so many other places around the
world. So, thank you all very, very much.

Just yesterday, we showed Saddam Hus-
sein once again that he cannot violate inter-
national law with impunity. And people ask
me about the mission. And I said the skies
are safer, and the message is clearer today
because of the courage of those young air
crews that did the Lord’s work yesterday. We
are grateful to each and every one of them.

I congratulate General Hoar, all the com-
manders involved, all who laid their lives on
the line. And once again, our military proved
what we all know: They are absolutely the
finest in the entire world.

America must always be mindful of the
fact that our military is not simply the sum
of our weapons or the state of our tech-
nology. What makes our military truly out-
standing is the quality of its leadership, the
quality of its training, the quality of its peo-
ple, from the youngest soldier to the most
decorated fighter.

As we enter the 1990’s, we can be proud
of what we’ve done to shape a new world.
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