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hibit brought to life for thousands the story
of freedom in America.

I invite all Americans to rediscover that
story and others as our Nation observes Na-
tional African-American History Month.

William J. Clinton

Nomination of Kenneth D. Brody To
Be President and Chairman of the
Export-Import Bank of the United
States
February 1, 1993

President Clinton today announced his in-
tention to nominate Kenneth D. Brody as
President and Chairman of the Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States.

Mr. Brody is an investment banker with
substantial international financing experi-
ence. He was a member of Goldman, Sachs
& Co. from 1971 to 1991, where he was
elected partner in 1978 and member of the
management committee in 1990. Currently
he is a limited partner with the firm. He co-
headed the merchant banking group, headed
the real estate group, founded and headed
the high-technology group, and engaged in
a wide range of investment banking activities.
His international experience began in 1972
and, in addition to many international
financings, includes managing two global
businesses for Goldman, Sachs, and advising
the Mexican Government on the privatiza-
tion of their telephone company. He holds
an MBA from the Harvard Business School.

‘‘I’m very pleased to make this announce-
ment today,’’ said President Clinton. ‘‘Having
someone with Ken Brody’s experience and
knowledge at the helm of the Export-Import
Bank will help to ensure the orderly flow of
trade and the promotion of American ex-
ports, a vital part of our Nation’s economy.’’

The Export-Import Bank of the United
States facilitates and aids in financing exports
of U.S. goods and services. The bank has im-
plemented a variety of programs to meet the
needs of the U.S. exporting community.
These programs take the form of direct lend-
ing or the issuance of guarantees and insur-
ance so that exporters and private banks can

extend appropriate financing without taking
undue risks.

Remarks at the Democratic
Governors’ Association Dinner
February 1, 1993

Thank you very much, Governor Walters.
And thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for
that wonderful welcome.

I am full of gratitude tonight as I remem-
ber that just a year ago when I was at this
banquet, I came in from the cold of New
Hampshire, cold in more ways than one—
[laughter]—and received from the leader-
ship of this organization a white scarf, which
I wore for the remainder of the campaign
in New Hampshire to stay warm, a cap which
I still have, and a renewed sense that the
battle in which I was engaged was worth the
effort.

I want to thank every one of you who had
anything to do with that. I noticed in the
audience tonight the Secretary of Com-
merce, Ron Brown, who did such a brilliant
job as the head of our party and keeping us
going; representatives of many groups, teach-
ers, working people, and others out here in
this audience, that have worked so hard to
give us a chance to put our children first in
this country again; and many others who
raised money, knocked on doors, and walked
along roads.

I want to pay a particular tribute tonight
to my good friend the Governor of Hawaii,
not only for his leadership as the chair of
the Democratic Governors’ Association but
for being my friend and supporter and for
giving us a model of what an aggressive, ac-
tive Democratic leader ought to be.

Under John’s leadership, the Democratic
Governors’ Association had one of its busiest
and most successful years. There are now two
more Democratic Governors. The DGA
worked closely with our campaign, and large-
ly as a result of that teamwork we won 8
of the 12 races in which we were engaged
last year, the best showing by the Democratic
Governors since 1982 when I, as the young-
est ex-Governor in the history of America,
made my comeback. [Laughter] Now we

VerDate 31-MAR-98 08:51 Apr 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P05FE4.002 p05fe4



122 Feb. 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

have Democratic Governors in 30 of the 50
States, our best margin since 1985.

I’ve also been impressed by John’s extraor-
dinary political leadership in Hawaii. When
he was supporting me in the primary cam-
paign last year, I kept angling for an invita-
tion to Hawaii. I kept saying, ‘‘You know, I
need to carry Hawaii. I haven’t carried any
western States. Don’t you think I ought to
show up out there?’’ And he said, ‘‘If I can’t
carry Hawaii for you without your presence,
I shouldn’t be the Governor out here.’’ And
sure enough, we did. I think it has something
to do with his native Hawaiian heritage. We
were playing golf once together in Hawaii,
John and I, and we played on a course on
which there were no sand traps; there were
only lava flows—[laughter]—so that the ball
simply disappeared, never to be seen again.
And we both hit long drives that sliced slight-
ly into the lava flows. Mine disappeared; his
hit a rock and bounced into the middle of
the fairway. He informed me that his ances-
tors, who included King Kamehameha, who
united the Hawaiian Islands, believed in a
form of ancestor worship. And now, surely
I can see the ultimate truth of his faith. Any-
way, I think John and Lynne are great, and
I hope that they will have many more years
in public service. This country would be a
lot better off if that happens.

I also want to salute the new chair of the
DGA, my friend David Walters from Okla-
homa. He and Rhonda were among those
who were in the snows of New Hampshire
with me. I told them the other day when
I saw them that I just looked at a picture
of us a year ago; here we are now in Washing-
ton celebrating a new inauguration. A year
ago, I have a picture of us with Mike Sullivan;
the former Governor of Vermont, Madeleine
Kunin; and the former Governor of Michi-
gan, Jim Blanchard, standing at the Super
8 Motel in Manchester. [Laughter] And it’s
a great commentary on how we get things
done in this country. I think David Walters
and Ann Richards will be a great team; that
is, if Ann Richards is not too boastful about
the Super Bowl victory last night. [Laughter]

I remember last fall when the Democratic
Governors joined me in a western fly-around
and a campaign we called ‘‘Winning the
West.’’ Most people thought the Democrats

had no chance in the West. We traveled to
seven States and won six, in no small measure
because of the inordinate support that the
western Democratic Governors gave the
Clinton-Gore campaign.

Democratic Governors from the South
participated—clap, Governor Roberts. That’s
good. You can clap for yourself. Democratic
Governors in the South participated in a fly-
around campaign for me in a region in which
we invested relatively small amounts of
money. They went to six States, and for the
first time in 12 years we carried three of
them.

As someone who answered to the term
‘‘Governor’’ until just 12 days ago, I’m proud
to be here with the men and women who
have been my friends and colleagues in the
struggle to deal with the legacy of the 1980’s,
people who deal with the real problems of
real people, who can’t make excuses or print
money when there’s no money there, who
struggle with health care and welfare and
jobs and education and the ways that national
economic trends and international develop-
ment actually touch people’s lives for good
or ill.

As you and I learned from the elections
last year, the American people want their po-
litical system and their Government to end
gridlock, to face problems, and to make
progress. They’re tired of a process that’s
been too divided by partisanship or domi-
nated by special interests or driven by short-
term advantage of politicians instead of the
long-term interests of people. They sent us
to the statehouse and the White House to
change America. And they want action now.
That is our mandate, and we must never for-
get it.

We have a chance to create a new Demo-
cratic majority in this country, rooted in the
experience of governing and living. But we
must never forget some basic things. First
of all, we have to do this together: the Con-
gress and the President, the States and the
communities and the National Government.

I see in the audience a person who ran
for President last year and turned out to be
the best supporter I ever had in the Presi-
dential campaign, Senator Tom Harkin from
Iowa, and I want to thank him. After a tough
primary campaign, when he began to work
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for me, even in the primary when it was still
going, I realized that he had gotten into this
race for the same reason I had: He believed
that we had to change this country. And the
changes were more important than him or
me or anybody else. Well, I still believe that.
And if we remember that, we can succeed.

I think that you might be interested to
know that there were some surveys con-
ducted after the Inaugural week. After the
television ratings turned out to be very high
and there were huge crowds at all the events,
the people had watched the gala all over
America, and they’d watched that magnifi-
cent service at the Lincoln Memorial, and
they’d watched our church service, and
800,000 people showed up at the Inaugural.
And you know what people in America re-
membered most about the Inaugural week?
That on the day after the Inauguration, we
opened the White House to ordinary Ameri-
cans. That is what registered out in the coun-
try.

I say that because somehow we’ve all got
to find a way to remember every day that
the people who can’t come to these dinners
are the people we hold these dinners for. We
also have to remember we got elected to try
a new approach, to expand opportunity, not
Government, to increase investment, and to
show literally that we can reinvent Govern-
ment.

I was amazed, you know, the other crowd
had the White House for 12 years, and they
have presented themselves as a businesslike
and modern, you know, and tried to make
the Democrats look like yesterday’s crowd.
Well, when I got to the White House, guess
what I found? Same phone system Jimmy
Carter had—[laughter]—with technology
that was put in during Kennedy’s time and
changed only to put pushbuttons instead of
dials. No E-Mail, no conference calls, but
anybody could pick up the button I was talk-
ing on anywhere in the White House and
listen in on the conversation. [Laughter] So
we could have the conference call we didn’t
want, but we couldn’t have the one we did.

People said last week, ‘‘Well, you know,
when you’re going to do controversial things,
you need to gin up your operation again and
send the talking points out and communicate
with people.’’ There’s not even any E-Mail.

It’s a yesterday place, and we need to make
it a tomorrow place.

I also want you to know that two of my
Cabinet members have already met with
every employee in their Departments, in
their national headquarters. And we’re told,
both of them, that they were the first Sec-
retaries in 12 years to meet with all their em-
ployees in their Departments.

The leadership of one of our Cabinet agen-
cies abolished the executive dining room and
saved $125,000 or $150,000 and brought the
career employees up to the executive suite,
and there were people who worked there for
25 years and had never seen where the bosses
work. We are going to change the culture
of the way this Federal Government works.
We are going to reinvent it, and we’re going
to make it work again.

We are going to try to do what our adver-
saries always talked about, and that is to em-
power people, not entitle them. Whether it’s
welfare or trade or industrial policy or tech-
nology policy, what the American people
want is a hand up, not a handout, and we’re
going to give it to them, if we can get the
kind of support we need across the country
to support these changes.

And most importantly, we’re going to try
to recreate a sense of partnership and com-
munity in America again, an America in
which we don’t have a person to waste. I be-
lieve as strongly as I can say that if we could
create in this country a feeling burning in
the heart of every American, that it was sim-
ply unacceptable to let one life go that could
be saved, we could solve virtually every prob-
lem we have. Because if you look at every
place where the system has broken down, the
manifestation of that breakdown is some-
body’s life that is less than it ought to be.
These children being shot in the streets—
we’re in Somalia, debating how we can keep
peace in Somalia when the mortality rate is
greater in some neighborhoods in the United
States of America.

The immunization initiative that you’ve
read about that we’re going to be announcing
in the next few days, you know, we were actu-
ally criticized in a story in the New York
Times, the idea that the National Govern-
ment might use its purchasing power to buy
enough immunization vaccines to immunize
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all the kids in the country. And people say,
well, that would be bad if we did that; it
would be better if we don’t and we’d let these
kids get sick.

All the factory workers in this country that
are losing their jobs because we have no real
strategy to create jobs, let me just say in pa-
rentheses here: As Democrats, we ought not
ever forget that there is a big difference be-
tween economic measurements of progress
and whether that progress is manifested in
the real lives of people.

In the 1980’s, the stock market tripled, but
the Fortune 500 companies reduced employ-
ment. And the difference was made up by
small business. So we can have a strong econ-
omy on the surface where the stock market
is booming, but if small-business people can’t
get bank loans at the local bank, jobs won’t
be created for all these people that are losing
their big employee jobs. And we have to re-
member things like that. With all this so-
called economic recovery of the last 6
months, we’re not creating jobs yet. And
we’ve got to find a way to put people back
to work. That is the ultimate and first test
of whether life is working in America.

Finally, let me reiterate a line that I bor-
rowed from President Roosevelt for the In-
augural speech. We learned in the 1980’s that
we had to be about bold, persistent experi-
mentation. That is what I want to try to con-
vince Congress and the country we ought to
do. It means that we will try some things
that will not work. And when we do, we have
to have the courage to quit.

One of the weaknesses of our Government
is that when we start something that doesn’t
work, or whether we start something that
does, we keep on doing it. We have to have
the courage to experiment, to try, to stop,
to start again. I am convinced that if we do
that, we can deal with the health care crisis;
we can deal with the deficit; we can deal with
all these problems, but ultimately, we can
change the shape of people’s lives. And if
I might say—I know that it defies the mo-
mentary conventional wisdom—I think we’re
off to a pretty good start.

The United States Congress in the next
few days—maybe both Houses after the re-
cess—will pass the new budget for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. And now we’ll be

able to go back to doing research, including
fetal tissue, that offers great progress in deal-
ing with children with diabetes and Parkin-
son’s and Alzheimer’s and other problems.
I think that is progress.

The United States Senate was good
enough to confront every one of my Cabinet
members, save one, on the day after I be-
came President, the first time in longer than
a generation that that had happened. And
I did get into a controversy. But you know
something? If you just want me to do things
that are easy, you should have elected some-
body else President.

When we deal with things that are hard,
there ought to be debate. There ought to be
discussion. People ought to say they disagree.
They ought to call the White House and jam
the phone lines. And by the way, there’s a
1964 switchboard in the White House. That’s
one reason that the phone lines are jammed.

But I’m just telling you, I think this is excit-
ing. We need to shake things up. We need
to have a debate in this country again. We
need to do things and talk about things, get
them out and let people argue.

I think together we can do what we were
hired to do. But remember: I think we are
about the business of creating a new Demo-
cratic majority if, but only if, we go to where
the people are, lift them up, bring them with
us, and change their lives. That requires a
decent attention to the opinions of Repub-
licans who want to help in change, too. And
most importantly, a passionate determination
never to forget that there is a real reason
that most Americans remembered: 2,000 of
their number who won a lottery to come to
the White House. They haven’t felt like it
was their house in a long time. You help me
give it back to them, and we’ll have a bright
future.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:21 p.m. at the
National Building Museum. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Michael J. Sullivan of Wyoming
and Gov. Ann Richards of Texas. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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Remarks to the National Governors’
Association
February 2, 1993

Thank you very much. Thank you very
much, Governor Romer, ladies and gentle-
men. I felt pretty good sitting at that table
although that’s my real place over there.
[Laughter] We had a wonderful meeting yes-
terday, I thought, for a long time, maybe the
longest time a President has ever met with
a group of Governors, but we were discussing
a terribly important issue: health care. And
then we also got to discuss the deficit crisis
and the budget problems a little bit.

I wanted to come here today, as you pre-
pare to leave, to once again reaffirm my com-
mitment to working in partnership with the
Governors. You deal with real people in a
more immediate way than, unfortunately, the
President often gets to do. When I was a
Governor, every day I would hear directly
from people or see people who had suffered
from layoffs or had their businesses closed
down or who were afraid of losing their
health coverage or who desperately wanted
to improve their schools.

As you and I learned from last year’s elec-
tions, the only pattern was not a partisan one.
It was a pattern of determination on the part
of the American people to have their political
system and their Government address their
real concerns. They don’t want our process
divided by partisanship or dominated by spe-
cial interest or driven by short-term advan-
tage. They know things that have too often
been forgotten here over the last dozen
years. The values that are central to our
country’s character must be central to our
Government: work, family, faith, oppor-
tunity, responsibility, and community.

What I appreciated about this meeting is
that no matter what our region or our party,
we’ve always gotten together and tried to pay
serious attention to our problems. I think the
Governors have exemplified for the last
dozen years the bold, persistent experimen-
tation that President Roosevelt called for at
the beginning of the Great Depression when
he took office. And I’m here to tell you that
I’m going to do everything I can to work with
you in partnership to share ideas and re-

sources and energy to try to do what we can
to move this country forward.

As we discussed health care, economic pol-
icy, and the deficit yesterday, I’d like to
spend just a few moments today talking about
something that many of us have been work-
ing on since the middle 1980’s, the issue of
welfare reform.

I’ve often spoken with many of you about
the need to end welfare as we know it, to
make it a program that supports people who
have fallen on hard times or who have dif-
ficulties that can be overcome, but eventually
and ultimately, a program that helps people
to get on their feet through health care, child
care, job training, and ultimately a productive
job.

No one likes the welfare system as it cur-
rently exists, least of all the people who are
on it. The taxpayers, the social service em-
ployees themselves don’t think much of it ei-
ther. Most people on welfare are yearning
for another alternative, aching for the chance
to move from dependence to dignity. And
we owe it to them to give them that chance.

In the middle 1980’s, when I was a Gov-
ernor here, I worked with Governor Castle,
now a Member of the Congress—he and
Governor Carper changed jobs, and in 6
months they’re going to have a vote to see
who won and who lost—[laughter]—to try
to work with the Congress to develop a na-
tional welfare reform program. With the sup-
port of people in the House and the Senate,
with the particular help of Senator Moy-
nihan, now the chairman of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, and with the support of
the White House, the Governors had an un-
precedented role in writing the Family Sup-
port Act of 1988, which President Reagan
signed into law shortly before he left office,
and which Senator Moynihan said was the
most significant piece of social reform in this
area in the last generation.

The Family Support Act embodies a prin-
ciple which I believe is the basis of an emerg-
ing consensus among people without regard
to party or without regard to their traditional
political philosophies. We must provide peo-
ple on welfare with more opportunities for
job training, with the assurance that they will
receive the health care and child care they
need when they go to work, and with all the
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