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are my press people from Germany. And
they are interested especially in this, your re-
lations to our country.

The President. Oh, I’ve been there many
times. I first went in ’69, and I’ve been going
a lot since then. And my daughter, as I said,
goes to this German village in Minnesota,
language camp, every year now for 5 years.

Foreign Minister Kinkel. And she speaks
our language?

The President. Well, a little bit. You
know, it’s a children’s camp. They send the
kids to the camp, and the camp is built like
a German village. And they give them Ger-
man names, German money, a German pass-
port, and they have to speak conversational
German.

But next year, when she moves into high
school, she will go for a month and begin
an academic study. And then she will get,
and each year she goes for the next 4 years,
a year’s academic credit for studying it. So
by the time she finishes in high school she
should be pretty close to conversational.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:20 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring the
New Jersey Congressional
Delegation
February 4, 1993

Good evening. Thank you. I know we’re
not really, but it feels like it’s nice to be back
in New Jersey. And I’m glad to have you here
in the Nation’s Capital. You may or may not
be able to see this, but on the way in tonight,
Bill Faherty gave me a New Jersey tie, which
I have proudly donned. They even had a mir-
ror outside for me to be able to tie it in a
straight and appropriate fashion. [Laughter]

I want to tell you how very glad I am to
be here tonight with the State chamber, how
much I want to welcome you to our Nation’s
Capital. I’ve just been here as President 2
weeks and a day, and I’m already hoping we
can keep an infusion of people from the
heartland coming in to keep us in touch with
reality.

I’m glad to see all the Members of the
House here. Senator Bradley and Senator
Lautenberg are voting tonight as the United
States Senate attempts to work out the family
leave bill. I do want to say a special word
of appreciation to both of them in front of
their constituents for not only the support
they have given me but for the genuinely
good advice across a whole wide range of
issues.

I have the sort of relationship with them
which I really respect and which I hope the
Members of Congress here will take to heart.
Either one of them is liable to call me at
any time of the day or night from places un-
known. Always all right places, but—[laugh-
ter]—I mean, when they’re around, you
know. And I’m very, very grateful to both
of them not only for their support in the re-
cent election but for their involvement in the
great issues of this time.

I’ve been working hard for the last 2 weeks
to try to be worthy of the trust of the voters
of this country who gave me a chance to be-
come President, including the people of New
Jersey who voted for a Democrat for the first
time in 28 years. I know you haven’t always
been able to tell it from the news, but I spent
virtually all of my time working on the econ-
omy, the jobs issue, the deficit, meeting in
long periods with my staff, with people from
around the country who know about these
matters, with Members of the United States
Congress, working with people in both par-
ties to try to end the gridlock and to reach
agreement so that we can move forward.

We’ve had, as all of you know now, an eco-
nomic upturn in the last few months, and
we hope that we are coming out firmly of
the longest recession we’ve had in a good
long while. There is much to be encouraged
about in two or three areas. First of all, inter-
est rates have been down for a good long
while now, and millions of Americans have
refinanced their homes or been able to buy
new homes in ways that have generated sig-
nificant economic activity. Second, and even
more encouraging over the long run, there
has been a big increase in the productivity
of American businesses and workplaces. That
is, after all, the key to our economic future.
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And finally, beginning in December with a
little bit in November, but a big increase in
December in consumer confidence, which
has strengthened the consumer market in
our country, something we hope will carry
through for the next few months.

Still, there are clear challenges before us.
With all these good numbers coming in, very
few new jobs have been created in America
yet in this recovery. Most big businesses that
are doing better are still downsizing as a part
of their productivity. That happened all dur-
ing the 1980’s, when in every year of the
1980’s the Fortune 500 companies reduced
employment in total by more than a quarter
of a million in the United States. But
throughout much of the eighties, that reduc-
tion was more than offset by the creation of
jobs in the small business sector.

In the last couple of years and regrettably
even in the last few months, small business
is not taking up the slack because of the
crushing burden of health care cost and be-
cause of the credit crunch, which is much
more severe in some States and regions than
others, but which is a very serious problem
for our economy.

We also have a deficit that next year is
projected to be $50 billion bigger as of De-
cember than we were told in August and is
growing exponentially even though the Con-
gressmen who are here can tell you that they
made a good faith effort in 1990 to rein the
deficit in, with spending cuts and tax in-
creases they thought would do it. It didn’t
happen because the taxes didn’t bring in as
much money as they thought, but even more
importantly because health care costs have
continued unabated, rising at breathtaking
rates. So that at the end of this year—those
of you who pay health insurance will know
this—but we now, alone of all the advanced
countries in the world, are spending 14 per-
cent of our income on health care. No other
country except Canada is over 9.

That is a terrific competitive disadvantage.
It is costing you a great deal of money not
only as taxpayers, for what you pay for Gov-
ernment health care, but in the private sec-
tor. And the hemorrhage is such that about
100,000 Americans a month are now losing
their health insurance, many of them finding
their way onto the public rolls and leading

to explosive increases in the Government’s
health care burden.

So as we look ahead to our challenges and
as I look ahead to this speech I have to give
on February 17th to the joint session of Con-
gress, I still believe in the fundamental
themes on which I ran for President: We
have to increase job growth and income
growth without increasing inflation. We have
to face the serious problem of our urban
areas and the serious problems of the
underclass in ways that liberate the ability
of all people to perform at high levels in this
economy if we want to continue the increase
in productivity. That means that we have to
shift away in the money that you give us to
spend, away from consumption, more toward
investment. We have to increase investment
in new technologies and education and train-
ing, in infrastructure and the things that will
grow this economy. It also means that we
have to provide more incentives in our Tax
Code for investment in the private sector.
And it means we have to act at long last to
bring health care costs in line with inflation.
If we did that, it would do more to free up
private sector dollars to invest in economic
growth than any tax cut I could sign into law
or any spending increase that Congress and
I together can enact.

So we will begin in earnest as soon as this
break is over to do those things that your
National Government has never had to do
simultaneously before. We will attempt to in-
crease investment and reduce the deficit at
the same time. It will require an enormous
amount of discipline and a willingness to try
some new things and to cut some things in
ways that we have not done before.

I hope you will all wish us well, and I hope
you will tell every Member of your congres-
sional delegation up here, without regard to
party, that you know they’re going to have
to cast some difficult votes in order for this
country to face its problems, and if they do
it in good conscience and explain to you why
they did it, you will not hold it against them.
That’s what they were hired to do, and you’ll
stick with them if they can do it.

You know, when I was Governor—and I
did that job for a dozen years, and I had a
good time doing it—there were many times
when I had to cut spending five or six times
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in a given year. And people would be a little
disconcerted at first, but we never got into
debt. And I was always proud of the fact that
my State had such a disciplined system.

We paid a terrible price for it during the
eighties when times were tough. But because
we rode them out, last year we ranked first
or second in job growth in virtually every
month when I was off running for President,
not because of anything that happened last
year but because of the foundations that were
laid in investments, in being competitive, and
in fiscal integrity, in keeping those books bal-
anced. Those are the kind of difficult deci-
sions we’re going to have to make now.

Not so long ago, you elected a Governor
who had to make some of those decisions.
And let me say that, again without attempting
to be too partisan, the truth is that if you
live in a State, you don’t get to print your
own money. You can’t get in the mess that
your National Government is in because you
can’t run that long without having the brakes
come on, without throwing people through
the collective windshield that keeps us all in
the same boat. And I have to tell you that
for all the pain that the decisions made by
Governor Florio and the legislature then
caused him and them, the truth is that your
house is in order now. New Jersey is going
to have a balanced budget without a tax in-
crease, and you even have a rainy day fund
at a time when many States are going bank-
rupt.

Sooner or later, we all have to face the
music. And when we do, we are normally
rewarded. So New Jersey is being rewarded.
Look at your credit rating. Look at the overall
health of the economy. Look at the trends
in the State. I hope that together with the
Senate and the House, with the Republicans
and the Democrats in this great Capital of
yours, we can come to grips with our prob-
lems in ways that the American people will
understand and embrace, perhaps with less
political fallout, but I hope at the end with
the same sort of stability and success that
you have achieved with Governor Florio. And
I hope you’re proud of it, because I am.

Let me just mention one other thing. I
happened to think of this—it really hadn’t
occurred to me, but I think I ought to men-
tion it. I asked Governor Florio, through the

trade ambassador, Mickey Kantor, to serve
on our intergovernmental advisory commit-
tee, because there’s so much relationship
now between our national trade policies and
the policies followed at the State and local
level for growth. I think he’ll do a good job
on that, but I wanted to emphasize it, be-
cause a big part of our economic strength
is in our capacity to export.

While our administration has found it nec-
essary to take some pretty tough positions
on trade issues in the last 2 weeks, I want
to emphasize to you I do not take those posi-
tions in the hope of provoking a trade war
or raising trade barriers in this country but
only so that we can have expanded trade on
fair terms for ourselves and for all nations.

We cannot grow this economy, and no
wealthy nation can grow, unless there is glob-
al economic growth. And I want to pledge
to you that I will do my best to help all the
world-class companies headquartered in
New Jersey have an environment in which
they can grow and flourish in the inter-
national economy, with a trade system that
is constantly expanding, but expanding on
terms that are genuinely fair not only to our-
selves but to our trading partners as well.

I ask you all without regard to your party
to wish us well. And I ask you one more time
to give the Members of Congress here a pat
on the back at the end of the dinner tonight.
We’re going to have a very challenging few
months ahead of us. But it is an exciting time,
and it is a fabulous opportunity for us to put
our house in order and to deal with these
problems and to move this country ahead.

We are now positioned better than we
have been in more than a decade to reassert
the leadership of the United States economi-
cally and politically in the world in a way that
is very positive if we will ensure future
growth, get job growth along with economic
growth, and put our financial house in order.
I think we can do it if all the American peo-
ple, again without regard to party, agree gen-
erally on the goal. We will disagree on the
details, but in the end we will come to the
people’s business with a resolution. That’s
what you need, and most importantly, it’s
what your children need. We cannot afford
to permit the Government to go on out of
control, leaving our children with a legacy
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of debt and diminished living standards,
when we can do so much better now.

I want to thank you for what you have
done, all of you in the private sector, to re-
store America’s productivity at the breath-
taking rates we’ve seen in this last quarter.
We’re going to try to give you that kind of
productivity in your National Government.
Thank you very much.
[At this point, the President was presented
a gift.]

I just want to say, if I ever heard a chamber
of commerce speech in my life, it was—it
said, ‘‘This is a Parker pen; it’s for your wife.
It’s the nicest one they make.’’ And then he
said, ‘‘And this other one’s for you.’’ [Laugh-
ter]
[At this point, the President was presented
a second gift.]

Let me say, I wish she were here to thank
her personally. But this is a gift for the White
House, for the American people. And I hope
a lot of you from New Jersey will see this
when you come in and know that it is yours.
We’ll leave it there for all time from the peo-
ple of New Jersey.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:43 p.m. at the
Washington Sheraton Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to William H. Faherty, president, New
Jersey Chamber of Commerce. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks on Signing the Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993
February 5, 1993

Mrs. Yandle, I never had a better introduc-
tion. Before we thank anyone else, I think
all of us should acknowledge that it was
America’s families who have beaten the grid-
lock in Washington to pass family leave, peo-
ple like this fine woman all over America who
talked to Members of Congress, both Demo-
crat and Republican, who laid their plight
out, who asked that their voices be heard.
When Senator Gore and I ran in the election
last year, we published a book called ‘‘Putting
People First.’’ I’m very proud that the first

bill I am to sign as President truly puts peo-
ple first.

I do want to thank the United States Con-
gress for moving expeditiously on this matter
and for doing it before their first recess so
that every Member of Congress who voted
for this bill can go home and say, ‘‘We are
up there working on your problems and your
promise, trying to make a better future for
you.’’ This sends a clearer signal than any
words any of us could utter, that we have
tried to give this Government back to the
American people. And I am very appreciative
that the Congress has moved so rapidly on
this bill.

There are many, many Members of Con-
gress here and many others who are not here
who played a major role in this legislation.
Time does not permit me to mention them
all, but I do want to thank the Senate major-
ity leader for his heroic efforts in the 11th
hour to make sure we pass this bill; Senator
Kennedy and Senator Dodd for their pas-
sionate and years-long commitment to this
effort. I want to thank the Speaker, Speaker
Foley, and Congressman Ford, the chairman
of the committee that had jurisdiction over
this bill, and Congresswoman Pat Schroeder
and all the other Democrats who worked on
this bill.

But I want to acknowledge, too, consistent
with the promise I made in my Inaugural
to reach out to members of both parties who
would try to push for progress, that this bill
also had passionate support among Repub-
licans. My old colleague in the Governors’
Association, Senator Kit Bond from Missouri,
I thank you for your leadership. Senator Jef-
fords and Senator Coats I don’t believe are
here, but they supported this bill strongly;
and Congresswoman Marge Roukema from
New Jersey, her commitment on this was un-
wavering; Congresswoman Susan Molinari
from New York and many other Republicans
voted for, spoke for, and worked for this bill.
I thank them, the subcommittee chairs who
are here and all the others who worked so
hard to make this bill a real live promise kept
for the Congress to the people of the United
States.

Family medical leave has always had the
support of a majority of Americans, from
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