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And so I ask you to do this: I ask you to
go to the Congress and ask them to support
this program. And go with respect, because
I promise you most of these people are trying
to come to grips with the dilemmas of this
time. And they have gotten one big message:
that is that we made a horrible mistake to
let the deficit get out of hand like we did
in the last 12 years. And they deserve respect
for getting that message. And they now have
a President who will take the lead and fade
some of the heat for the unpopularity of the
decisions which have to be made. Go with
respect for that. Say, ‘‘You had to do that,
and we respect that.’’

But remind them that out in the country
where you live, bringing down the deficit is
important if it gives people jobs and raises
people’s incomes and if there are people out
there who can seize the opportunities of the
future. And what you represent is the future.
You represent the needs of the people who
will not be able to perform even with a sen-
sible economic policy unless we do better in
health care, in education, and in dealing with
the needs of our poorest children. That is
what you represent. None of this other stuff
will amount to a hill of beans unless we put
the American people first in all of these deci-
sions. That is the message I plead with you
to bring to the Congress.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton. In his remarks, he referred
to Marian Wright Edelman, president, Children’s
Defense Fund. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With the National
Conference of State Legislatures
March 11, 1993

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia
Q. Mr. President, do you think Yeltsin’s

going to survive?
The President. I think that he is the duly

elected President of Russia and a genuine
democrat, small ‘‘d,’’ and that he is leading
a country that is trying greatly to do two
things: one, escape from communism into

market economics, a world they never lived
in before; and second, to preserve real de-
mocracy. That’s a tough job. Pretty hard to
do here. [Laughter]

I intend to do what I can to be supportive
of that process and to be supportive of him
while he serves as President of Russia. I don’t
know what else to tell you. I’m not a seer.
I don’t know what’s going to happen to him
or me tomorrow. I have confidence in him.
I want to work with him as long as I can.

Attorney-General-Designate Janet Reno
Q. What about Janet Reno?
The President. I’m elated by that. I told—

I had some Senators in the office, and I said,
that may be the only vote I carry 98 to 0
this year. [Laughter] She’s a very good per-
son, and I think she will do well.

Q. When is she going to be sworn in?
The President. When?
Q. When?
The President. Soon, I hope. I’ve been

waiting for someone to—[laughter].

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:15 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With the Congressional
Caucus For Women’s Issues
March 11, 1993

Abortion Clinic Shooting
Q. Mr. President, do you have any reaction

to the shooting of Dr. Gunn in Pensacola?
The President. Yes. I was outraged by it.

We have got to create a climate in this coun-
try where people do not think that is accept-
able. And I think that’s—how could someone
have thought that they could take civil dis-
obedience and carry it one extra step? Dr.
Gunn was exercising his constitutional rights.
And what happened was awful.

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia
Q. ——Yeltsin apparently had informed

you that he plans to dissolve or may have
to dissolve the Parliament. Have you gotten
word of that, and what’s your reaction to it?

VerDate 25-MAR-98 15:26 Apr 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00035 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P10MR4.012 p10mr4



402 Mar. 11 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

The President. I have had no communica-
tion from him today, or if it has, it hasn’t
been communicated to——

Q. Thank you.

Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany
Q. How about Mr. Kohl? Has Mr. Kohl

called you about a summit?
The President. If he has, no one on my

staff has told me he’s called me today.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:35 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Statement on the Death of Dr. David
Gunn
March 11, 1993

I was saddened and angered by the fatal
shooting in Pensacola yesterday of Dr. David
Gunn. The violence against clinics must stop.
As a nation committed to rule of law, we can-
not allow violent vigilantes to restrict the
rights of American women. No person seek-
ing medical care and no physician providing
that care should have to endure harassment,
threats, or intimidation.

Announcement of the Continuation
of Foreign Service Officers in Three
Sub-Cabinet Posts at the
Department of State
March 11, 1993

The President announced today that three
career Foreign Service officers will continue
serving in State Department positions that
they currently hold. The three are Genta
Hawkins Holmes, Director General of the
Foreign Service and Director of Personnel,
Robert Gallucci, Assistant Secretary for Polit-
ico-Military Affairs, and Anthony Quainton,
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Diplomatic
Security.

‘‘I am very pleased with the team that Sec-
retary Christopher and I are assembling at
the Department of State,’’ said the President.
‘‘I am particularly gratified that we have been
able to put a number of people into senior

positions who have devoted their careers to
the Foreign Service.’’

Genta Hawkins Holmes became the Di-
rector General of the Foreign Service and
Director of Personnel in September of 1992.
Prior to that, she was the first U.S. Ambas-
sador to Namibia. She has also served as
Deputy Chief of Mission at American Em-
bassies in South Africa, Haiti, and Malawi,
and at posts in the Bahamas, Switzerland,
France, and the Ivory Coast.

Ms. Holmes is also a former Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Legislative Affairs of the
Agency for International Development and
has worked in the State Department’s Bu-
reau of Congressional Relations, Office of
International Finance/Bureau of Economic
Affairs, and Office of the Special Assistant
to the Secretary for Refugees. She holds a
B.A. in international relations from the Uni-
versity of Southern California and attended
the London School of Economics on a grad-
uate fellowship.

Robert Gallucci will be continuing in a po-
sition that he assumed in July 1992. Imme-
diately prior to that, he was the Senior Coor-
dinator responsible for nonproliferation and
nuclear safety initiatives in the former Soviet
Union. From April 1991 to February 1992,
he was the Deputy Executive Chairman of
the U.N. special commission overseeing the
disarmament of Iraq.

Dr. Gallucci began his foreign affairs ca-
reer at the Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency in 1974. He has also served as a divi-
sion chief in State’s Bureau of Intelligence
and Research, as a member of the Secretary’s
Policy Planning Staff, and as an office direc-
tor in both the Bureau of Near Eastern and
South Asian Affairs and in the Bureau of Po-
litico-Military Affairs. From 1984 to 1988, he
was Deputy Director General of the Multi-
national Force and Observers in Rome. He
has also served on the faculty of the National
War College.

A native of Brooklyn, NY, Dr. Gallucci
holds a B.A. from the State University of
New York at Stony Brook, and master’s and
doctoral degrees from Brandeis University.
He taught at Swarthmore College, Johns
Hopkins School of Advanced International
Studies, and Georgetown, and is the author
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