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jobs or working at jobs that pay much lower
wages and use fewer of their skills.

These Americans won the cold war. We
must not leave them out in the cold. That’s
why I propose a new national strategy to
make these Americans have the training, the
skills, and the support they need to compete
and win in the post-cold-war economy.

Last year the Congress appropriated $1.4
billion for defense conversion activities. But
the previous administration did not put any
of that money to work. Our administration’s
plan gets those funds moving immediately
and calls for an additional $300 million in
resources, for a total of $1.7 billion this year
alone, and for nearly $20 billion over the next
5 years.

Our plan invests in job training and em-
ployment services for military personnel and
defense workers who have been displaced by
declining military spending. And we’ll make
sure that every community affected by a base
closing will have the help they need right
away to plan for new businesses and new
jobs. It takes 3 to 5 years for a base to close.
We need to use that time to be ready.

That’s why I’m proposing a national strat-
egy to make sure that all these communities
and all these workers can use this valuable
time to plan and to acquire the tools to build
a new future.

Our plan also invests in dual use tech-
nologies, that is, those that have both civilian
and military applications and in advanced ci-
vilian technologies as well. With these tech-
nologies, defense companies can create new
products and new jobs.

Americans have the ingenuity to adapt to
changing times. On Thursday I visited a de-
fense plant just outside Baltimore that is
using military technology to make products
for commercial use. I wish you could have
seen what I saw. Police cars with computer
screens that display photographs of missing
children and radar systems that warn the
commercial airlines about sudden wind cur-
rents that cause accidents. I saw an electric
car that will run 80 miles an hour, and run
for more than 120 miles before being re-
charged.

With a national economic strategy, more
companies will be able to make the most of
changes that are affecting not only defense

but every industry, and will be able to make
products like these. Our economic plan cuts
Government spending that we don’t need
and brings down the Federal deficit that
threatens our future.

But just as important, our plan also makes
the investments that we do need in our chil-
dren’s schools, our workers’ skills, cutting-
edge technologies, and our transportation
and communications networks. This plan will
create 8 million jobs, building the foundation
for a new era where every American can
profit, prosper, and produce.

In the days ahead you’ll hear a great de-
bate in Congress about this plan. Some will
say, don’t cut anything; some will say, don’t
invest in anything. But what many of them
are really saying is, don’t change anything,
because failing to invest and failing to reduce
the deficit means failing to change the status
quo.

I’m confident that Congress and the coun-
try will choose a new direction for America,
making our Government more effective and
less expensive, and making the investments
that make us smarter, stronger, and more se-
cure. I ask you to express your support for
this approach to Senators and Representa-
tives. Those who support our entire plan
should be supported. They’re cutting spend-
ing that we don’t need and investing more
in what we do need.

It’s been said that while change is certain,
progress is not. Together, we can turn away
from drift and decline and choose a new di-
rection with hope and growth and oppor-
tunity for every American.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks in an Interview With the
Southern Florida Media
March 13, 1993

The President. Good morning. Last Au-
gust, Hurricane Andrew devastated south
Florida. Essential services were wiped out,
and although 6 months later basic services
have been restored, the progress toward re-
development has been minimal.
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Two weeks ago I asked Secretary Cisneros
to go to south Florida and assess the situa-
tion, to try to evaluate what was holding up
Federal efforts, and report back to me. As
a result of the initial work done by the Sec-
retary, I have released a seven-point plan to
ensure that the remainder of the Federal
funds dedicated to hurricane relief can be
used for long-term building efforts now
needed for south Florida. That seven-point
plan includes the following:

First, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency will stay on the job in south
Florida for as long as it takes to help the
residents of south Dade. They will expedite
removal of debris that litters the streets, keep
the trailers in place as long as people need
housing, and continue to promptly reimburse
owners and assist renters.

Second, the physical and mental health of
south Dade residents is critically important.
The people of this community need help to
cope with the problems that have loomed
large in the last 6 months and that still lie
ahead. Therefore, the Department of Health
and Human Services will accelerate its ef-
forts to inoculate residents against disease
and, additionally, will fund crisis and counsel-
ing centers for the many children and adults
now experiencing severe emotional problems
as a result of the traumatic experiences they
have undergone.

Third, housing continues to be the single
largest need in south Dade. Thousands are
homeless. Many more are living in tents,
trailers, with friends and relatives, and other
temporary quarters. As you know, they are
under particular distress today because of the
storm that is sweeping up our coast. The De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment will put $100 million in reprogrammed
funds in the most flexible programs available,
such as home and community development
block grants, to rebuild housing in south
Dade. Additionally, HUD will open an office
in south Dade with community development,
public housing, and fair housing capabilities
to ease the rebuilding efforts.

Fourth, I have requested the Department
of Defense to release the $76 million Con-
gress appropriated to help facilitate the re-
building of those facilities at Homestead Air
Force Base that are critical to the future use

of the base, to explore the possibility of joint
military and civilian uses of the base, and to
make sure we do everything we can in the
transition period to serve the people who are
in south Dade County.

Fifth, agriculture is a vital economic re-
source in south Florida. The Department of
Agriculture will transfer several hundred mil-
lion dollars to programs to assist with emer-
gency conservation, debris removal on farm-
lands, and housing for migrant farm workers.

Sixth, recognizing the need to provide as-
sistance to property owners who must com-
ply with the Government’s rebuilding re-
quirements in flooded areas, we have made
this one of our highest priorities, and we are
looking for ways to address this issue.

And finally, in order to effectively coordi-
nate our efforts, I believe we need local lead-
ership and the Secretary does, too. As a re-
sult, Secretary Cisneros and I have asked Otis
Pitts, Jr., a highly respected nonprofit devel-
oper of affordable housing in the Miami area
to coordinate our efforts in south Dade. I
met Otis last year on one of my many trips
to the Miami area. I was very impressed with
what he had done.

I think I want to emphasize to all of you
that these actions, in my view, only constitute
the beginning of our long-term commitment
to south Florida. Through the leadership of
Secretary Cisneros and Mr. Pitts and the co-
ordinated efforts of the community, I believe
we can find the resources, develop the solu-
tions, and maintain the spirits and the com-
mitment necessary to ensure the economic,
political, social, and physical vitality of south
Dade County.

I’d like now to ask the Secretary to make
a few remarks and then to introduce Mr. Pitts
for whatever he would like to say.

[At this point, Secretary Cisneros and Mr.
Pitts made brief statements.]

The President. Let me just make one
more remark, and then we’ll be available for
questions. I also want to acknowledge the
work of Jeff Watson, a valued member of
the White House staff, who is a native of
Florida and who has worked very, very hard
on this with Secretary Cisneros and me. And
again, I want to thank Otis for being willing
to take on this task. We plan this to be a
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very long-term and intense effort, and I’m
looking forward to producing some results.

Homestead Air Force Base

Q. Mr. President, on behalf of the people
of south Florida, we all thank you for your
efforts on the economic and emotional side.
But there is also the perception of threat.
We are going to be living with the closing
of Homestead Air Force Base, closer to a
Cuban military air force base than to an
American Air Force base. And several years
ago, a Cuban general said that the Cuban
Government had a plan in case of a crisis,
of attacking Turkey Point nuclear plant. Can
you tell us if the Federal Government can
tell the people of south Florida, yes, you are
safe, yes, we’re going to take care of you,
that perception of threat?

The President. Yes, I can say that cat-
egorically. The Pentagon has considered very
carefully what the possible threats to this
country’s security are and before making any
of those recommendations. But let me also
say one of the things that I have advocated
very strongly—and just in the last couple of
days I’ve talked to Senator Graham and Gov-
ernor Chiles about this—is releasing the
money that was approved last year by the
Congress to rebuild Homestead for purposes
that will permit us always to have access to
joint use of that air base if we need it.

And let me just mention that Secretary
Aspin and I had another long conversation
yesterday morning about this. We want to
rebuild the airstrip and make sure that it is
adequate to take any kind of planes. We need
to rebuild the control tower. We want the
facility, during the transition period, at a min-
imum to be available for use for the Re-
serves, for the Guard, for the DEA, for any
Coast Guard operations, all of the things that
might make possible long-term dual use
planning and would also make the base a val-
uable facility in the event that the community
decided that they wanted to have it for some
potential commercial use, or in the event that
we can use it for both commercial and Gov-
ernment uses. So in any case, we’re going
to rebuild the capacity of the air base to actu-
ally engage in operations, which I think is
terribly important.

Federal Rebuilding Effort
Q. Mr. President, why do you think that

the progress in the rebuilding effort has been
so unsatisfactory so far? Do you think the
Bush administration botched the job?

The President. I don’t want to get into
that. I don’t know. All I know is that not
long after I took office, the people I know
in south Dade County reminded me of what
I had seen there and talked to me about how
important it was to get things moving. And
I asked Secretary Cisneros to go down there
and conduct a firsthand assessment of the
operation. He said we needed someone on
the ground who knew the community and
could get things done, and that there were
lots of things we could do to push the money
through the pipeline that had already been
approved that hadn’t been done. And he
came up with this plan, working with Jeff
Watson, and Otis Pitts agreed to help us. So
I don’t want to go into what happened be-
fore, I just want to try to get things done
now.

Homestead Air Force Base
Q. Mr. President, after you toured south

Dade on September 3d, you said at a news
conference, ‘‘It is my belief that there is a
mission for Homestead. It is still the closest
major airstrip to Cuba, and it still has the
potential to play a major role in our effort
to reduce drug trafficking.’’ Now, do you
think that your statement today and your
seven-point plan is, in a sense, a fulfillment
of what you had said September 3d, or do
you think that in fact you would be willing
to listen to Dante Fascell or people from
south Florida who are going to try to tell you
that Homestead should remain a functioning
Air Force base?

The President. Well, let me tell you the
decision I had to make on that. The series
of base closings that were announced yester-
day are the third of four series of base clos-
ings that will be announced. All the services
did what they were required to do under the
law. They assessed what they needed and
what the infrastructure of the country was
and what they thought ought to do done.

The Secretary of Defense then forwarded
the list, after having tried to evaluate the ag-
gregate economic impact of the past three
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base closings, and something only the Sec-
retary can do, which is to evaluate the cumu-
lative impact of the recommendations of the
Air Force, the Army, and the Navy, since
they didn’t review each other’s recommenda-
tions before they were made.

I did not believe that I should interfere
in that process. I think that I am open to
any arguments anybody wants to make, and
I think the base commission will be, too.
Keep in mind, this is the biggest round of
base closings we’ve ever announced. The
base closing commission did make adjust-
ments, modest adjustments in previous rec-
ommendations coming out of the Pentagon,
and they may well make some this time.

But the conclusion that I reached is that
at this point, I should let the services make
their recommendation, the Secretary do his
economic evaluation, then let the rec-
ommendations go to the commission and try
to get all these arguments out in the public.
But in any case, if we can get the money
released and we can rebuild the airstrip itself
and the control tower and some of the facili-
ties, then we will be able to meet at least
the security needs of the area and also de-
velop what could be an immensely valuable
long-term economic resource to the people
of south Dade County, something that has
the potential, I think, of being a far bigger
economic impact even than the base was.

Q. Mr. President, in south Florida there
is a feeling among some people, a sense of
betrayal. They thought they had tantamount
to a promise that you would restore Home-
stead Air Force Base in some form or fash-
ion. Long-range, what specifically will you do
to blunt the economic impact? Because what
you’re saying sounds like it will help a little
bit, but it won’t replace——

The President. I disagree with that. First
of all, I also made it clear to the people of
south Florida that we had a base closing com-
mission process and a United States Con-
gress that had roles in this, and there is no
prospect whatever that the Congress would
have appropriated any money to fully rebuild
that base with it on the base closing list until
the commission ruled on it, one way or the
other. I mean, that is just not an option.
There wasn’t a 10 percent, a 5 percent
chance that that would be done, with the Air

Force saying we don’t need the base and it
being submitted under law to the base clos-
ing commission.

I would remind you that the Congress ap-
propriated $76 million to rebuild, to do re-
building work at the base that the previous
administration did not release. I support re-
leasing the money. I’m going to aggressively
work to rebuild the airstrips and to rebuild
the control tower and to use the rest of that
money to maximize the potential of both
military and civilian uses of that airstrip. And
I would say again to you, it is an enormous
potential resource to south Dade County. If
we handle this right, we can generate more
jobs out of that facility over a period of a
few years even than were presented by the
Air Force.

Q. Mr. President, the joint use proposal
you’ve talked about a number of times—not
just Homestead, other bases you’ve men-
tioned—do you have something in the back
of your mind, specifically, that you’d like to
see there—you’re talking about either a
mega-airport, an industrial development
zone, or something like that, or are you just
waiting to hear ideas from the private sector
of what could be done there? Do you have
some——

The President. In the case of south Dade
County, as you know, there have been people
for years who thought that you could have
a mega-port there, a big commercial airport,
perhaps even a newer and bigger airport for
passenger traffic, too. And what I think we
need to do is to rebuild the infrastructure;
that’s what I’m saying. Try to maintain some
basic functions there, the Guard function,
the Reserve function, the DEA function. I
hope I can get an approval to go along with
that, and then see what happens as we ex-
plore possibilities with the people who live
in south Dade County.

The only thing I want to point out to you
is that it is an immensely valuable resource,
and that one of the areas of our economy
that everyone projects to grow in the next
10 years is the area of commercial aviation,
not just passengers but also freight, mail, and
other things. So I think that one of the things
we know for sure is, if we don’t rebuild the
strip and we don’t rebuild the control tower,
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nothing good can occur. We know that for
sure.

We know, too, in my judgment that the
Federal Government has an obligation to do
that. Let me just give you—if you go back—
even if let’s say the whole thing were going
to be shut down in 3 years under the base
closing. No dual use, no nothing. Every other
place in the country with a base that’s about
to be shut down has a resource right now
that could be turned over to the local com-
munity that’s worth a lot of money.

The Homestead base is not worth what it
ought to be until it’s rebuilt. So what I want
to do is to focus on rebuilding it so that it
is a valuable asset—the airstrip and the con-
trol tower, at least, and maybe some other
facilities there—and then see what we can
do, see what we can do in terms of joint use,
and see what the community wants to do in
terms of potential uses. I do have some spe-
cific ideas, but I think, frankly, that the peo-
ple down there will have better ideas than
I do.

Haiti
Q. I have two foreign questions. Yesterday

in Haiti, the military arrested a man who was
granted asylum by the United States and was
at the airport with U.S. officials. What are
you going to do about that? And second, Mr.
Aristide, who was going to meet you next
week, is urging you to set a date for his re-
turn. Is that feasible?

The President. First of all, I’m very upset
about what happened to Haiti. The man was
returned by error, frankly. He should be
given status in this country. And this is a very
serious thing. We are actually meeting on it
today to see what our options are.

Q. Would that——
The President. But we believe that,

strongly that the Haitian Government should
release him so that he can be brought back
here, and we believe it very strongly, and we
are discussing it today.

As to your second question, I think that
I should leave my conversations with Presi-
dent Aristide until we have them. But I am
committed to the restoration of democracy
in Haiti. It is the only thing that will fully
resolve the economic problems and the enor-
mous social dislocation and the enormous

numbers of people who are willing to risk
their lives to leave the island, hundreds of
whom have lost their lives trying to leave the
island, and I think you will see this adminis-
tration taking a more active role.

I have tried to exercise some restraint in
my remarks, because I believe it’s important
that what we do, we do with the Organization
of the American States and with the United
Nations and in tandem with the Caputo mis-
sion to Haiti. I don’t think it should look as
if the United States is alone dictating policy
there. But the people who have power now
cannot hold it inevitably. They’ve got to rec-
ognize that the people of Haiti voted in over-
whelming numbers for a democratic govern-
ment, and they’re entitled to it. They are en-
titled, those people, to human rights protec-
tions just like everybody else. They’re enti-
tled not to be subject to violence and abuse
of their own rights and existence, and I think
we can work out such an arrangement, and
I think we can work it out in the not-too-
distant future.

All I can tell you is, I’ve spent a lot of
time on Haiti, I’m working hard on it. And
the United States will become increasingly
insistent that democracy be restored.

Cuba
Q. Some in Congress, including Congress-

man Torricelli, are asking for the U.S. to
spearhead the internationalization of the U.S.
embargo against Cuba, specifically going to
the United Nations and the Security Council.
What is your position?

The President. Well, first I’d like to talk
to Congressman Torricelli about it. I’m not
sure the Security Council is open to that, but
I’ll be glad to talk to—he may know more
about it than I do, and I’ll be glad to talk
to him about it. But as you know, I supported
the Cuban Democracy Act when he con-
ceived it and pushed it, and I supported it
all during last year. I was pleased when it
was signed, and the United States intends
to honor it. But just last week, one member
of the Security Council strongly disagreed
with our policy there, and so I think it’s high-
ly questionable that we could get the Security
Council to go along.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. via satellite
from the Roosevelt Room at the White House.
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In his remarks, he referred to Jeffrey Watson,
Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Di-
rector of Intergovernmental Affairs, and Dante
Caputo, U.N./OAS Special Envoy to Haiti.

Remarks in an Interview With the
Connecticut Media
March 13, 1993

Winter Storm
The President. I’m sorry I’m a little late,

but I’m trying to make sure we’re doing what
we need to do about the storm, which, as
you know, is moving up the coast with winds
very heavy now in the South Carolina area.
And the center of the storm is projected to
reach here as late as 7 o‘clock tonight, so
it will come to you sometime in the middle
of the night. And we’re working hard, but
I wanted to get an update and see what
FEMA was doing. And we’re going to be
talking today about what other resources we
ought to make available.

I think the only thing I would say is that
we have shared all the information we have
with all the State governments involved, and
I think people should simply exercise cau-
tion, because it’s easy to go from what seems
to be a nice big snowstorm to these very rapid
winds. And the more you can keep telling
people when the winds are coming, I think
the better off we’ll be. Once you get north
of Washington, most people are fairly well-
prepared for heavy doses of snow, even if
it’s the biggest they’ve had in years. But the
winds are of great concern. Whatever you
can do to make sure your people know that
there are winds coming—and unless this
storm dissipates, that can be serious; that
would call for them to exercise great caution
as the center of the storm approaches, which
will be sometime late, late tonight for you—
I’d appreciate it. Questions?

Defense Conversion
Q. Yes, sir. Can we talk about the defense

cutbacks in Connecticut?
The President. Sure.
Q. You have a $1.7 billion plan for retrain-

ing and dual use technology. You’ve got $350
billion set aside for FY ’93. I guess the bot-
tom line is, when we hear in Connecticut,
for example Pratt & Whitney, they’re going

to be laying off 7,000 people, sir, for people
that are facing unemployment, the people
who are unemployed, when are they going
to see some of that money come to them
this year? And is the infrastructure already
in place to see that those industries are tar-
geted that need it and the money gets there?

The President. Well, let’s back up a
minute. The Congress appropriated this
money months and months and months ago.
There was a big debate, and the previous ad-
ministration basically didn’t believe that this
was a big problem, so they never released
any of the money. In the last few weeks, we
have worked very hard to put together a plan
that would release over $1 billion this year
in defense conversion.

In addition to that, let me just say, apropos
of the Connecticut economy specifically, if
the Congress passes the stimulus plan that
I have recommended to try to jumpstart the
economies of the States with high unemploy-
ment rates, Connecticut should receive about
$118 million, just out of the stimulus pack-
age, in funds for community development
block grants and Federal highway construc-
tion and clean water and clean drinking water
efforts and urban transit money. So all that
will be coming into the State, and obviously
that will create a lot of jobs. Some of those
jobs will be created in the same areas where
the defense jobs have been lost.

Now, to go back to your original question,
we’re going to move the job training money,
the community assistance money, and the
new technology money as quickly as we can.
By and large, in most States there is a retrain-
ing infrastructure which will accommodate it.
The infrastructure we need to create, frankly,
is to make sure there’s a good partnership
between the Defense Department, the Com-
merce Department, and all the other Federal
Agencies and communities, so that commu-
nities can take money and begin immediately
planning to generate new jobs. And we need
a better partnership between the Govern-
ment and the private contractors to make
sure that they have as much lead time as pos-
sible to plan to put new technologies into
effect or to take their defense technologies
and convert them into commercial products.

VerDate 31-MAR-98 08:49 Apr 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P11MR4.016 p11mr4


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-07-18T17:15:13-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




