
446 Mar. 17 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

Q. Aren’t you concerned the country may
be losing one of its better Mayors?

The President. Yes, I am. [Laughter]
Press Secretary Myers. Thank you.
The President. It was a difficult decision

for that reason. I think he’s one of the best
Mayors to serve in the United States in my
lifetime.

Q. Why did you offer him the job?
The President. Because I need him and

because I think he’ll do a great job in a whole
wide range of areas. And he was willing to
serve, and I want him in the administration.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Valerie Place and Sean
Devereux, Irish citizens who were killed in Soma-
lia.

Proclamation 6535—American Red
Cross Month, 1993
March 17, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In time of need, millions of Americans,

and others around the world, trust in the
compassionate and swift assistance of the
American Red Cross. Since 1881, the Amer-
ican Red Cross has served this Nation with
tireless dedication and consummate skill in
the face of natural disasters, war, and other
emergencies.

Nineteen ninety-two was an extraordinary
year for America and the American Red
Cross. In the hurricane-ravaged neighbor-
hoods of south Florida and the desolate vil-
lages of Somalia, in the flooded bayou coun-
try of Louisiana and alongside the raging
wildfires in California, caring Red Cross
workers served meals, provided shelter, fur-
nished financial help, and offered emotional
support to victims.

Hurricane Andrew, the most costly disas-
ter in our history, cut an almost unimaginable
swath of destruction through south Florida.
More than 12,000 Red Cross volunteers and
staff overcame enormous challenges to pro-

vide food and shelter for 170,000 people. Just
four days after those relief efforts began, Ty-
phoon Omar battered Guam with 150-mile-
an-hour winds. Two weeks later, Hurricane
Iniki roared across Hawaii, the worst hurri-
cane to hit the islands in a century. The
American Red Cross, stretched to new limits,
coordinated disaster relief operations that
spanned half the globe. In all, 16,000 trained
Red Cross disaster workers brought knowl-
edgeable, humanitarian assistance to the vic-
tims of Andrew, Omar, and Iniki.

While the Nation focused on the aftermath
of this singular wave of destruction, the
American Red Cross continued its mission
of helping people prevent, prepare for, and
cope with emergencies. Every day, Red
Cross workers in 2,600 volunteer-based
chapters help the victims of single family
fires, floods, tornadoes, and industrial acci-
dents, an average of 150 incidents daily.
More than 7.5 million people take Red Cross
classes in water safety, first aid, and
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) each
year. Millions also depend on Red Cross
classes and educational materials for infor-
mation on HIV/AIDS. The Red Cross helps
to save and sustain countless lives by collect-
ing, processing, and distributing more than
half the Nation’s donated blood, the safest
supply in the world. Red Cross workers serve
alongside our Armed Forces wherever they
are on duty, providing support and a touch
of home to members and veterans of the
forces and their families.

Internationally, Red Cross workers risk
their lives daily to bring emergency relief to
Somalia and to provide food, shelter, and
medical care in the midst of brutal combat
in the former Yugoslavia. The same inter-
national humanitarian spirit enables the
American Red Cross to help family members
send messages to prisoners of war and search
for relatives separated by war or refugee
movements.

Since its founding 112 years ago by Clara
Barton, the American Red Cross has em-
bodied much of what is best about Ameri-
cans: their willingness to help their neigh-
bors, to take responsibility for their commu-
nities, and to respond to the call to service.
For this, the American Red Cross and its 1.4
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million volunteers have earned the respect
of a thankful Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America
and Honorary Chairman of the American
Red Cross, by virtue of the authority vested
in me by the Constitution and laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim the month
of March 1993 as American Red Cross
Month. I urge all Americans to continue their
generous support of the Red Cross and its
chapters nationwide.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:56 p.m., March 18, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 22.

Proclamation 6536—National Poison
Prevention Week, 1993
March 17, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Since its inception more than three dec-

ades ago, the annual observance of National
Poison Prevention Week has saved lives.
Along with year-round educational programs
in the public and private sectors, this annual
campaign for awareness has helped to reduce
dramatically the number of fatal accidental
poisonings among children. In the effort to
protect every child from poisoning, which is
nearly always preventable, we renew our
commitment to informing parents, grand-
parents, and other adults about the impor-
tance of protecting children in their homes.
The urgency of our efforts is underscored by
the fact that, according to the American As-
sociation of Poison Control Centers, nearly

1,000,000 children each year are exposed to
potentially harmful medicines and household
chemicals.

During National Poison Prevention Week,
activities are coordinated by the Poison Pre-
vention Week Council, a coalition of 37 na-
tional organizations whose members are de-
termined to stop accidental poisonings. The
Council distributes valuable information that
is used by the staffs of poison control centers,
pharmacists, public health officials, and oth-
ers as they conduct poison prevention pro-
grams in their communities. The United
States Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion provides a Commission member to serve
as Secretary of the Poison Prevention Week
Council each year. Since 1972, the Commis-
sion has required child-resistant packaging
for certain medicines and household chemi-
cals, preventing countless tragedies.

Every American can help to protect chil-
dren with simple safety measures, such as
using child-resistant packaging and securing
potentially dangerous substances out of the
reach of children. This week I encourage all
Americans to become more aware of poten-
tial hazards in their homes and to eliminate
them.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved September 26, 1961 (75 Stat. 681),
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation designating the third
week of March of each year as National Poi-
son Prevention Week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week beginning
March 21, 1993, as National Poison Preven-
tion Week. I urge all Americans to observe
this week by participating in appropriate pro-
grams and activities and by learning how to
prevent accidental poisonings among chil-
dren.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton
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