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talk tough on crime and make sentences
tougher and refuse to pass the Brady bill and
make people wait 7 days before criminals can
buy handguns. We ought to take automatic
weapons out of the hands of kids in the
streets of our cities. If we’re really going to
be tough on crime, we ought to be not only
tough in the traditional ways but also to
change the environment some.

Academy Awards
Mr. Rather. Mr. President, it’s my unfor-

tunate duty now to ask the tough questions
you don’t want to hear. Number one, do you
have a favorite in the Oscar race for the
Academy Awards? Have you seen these mov-
ies? Which one do you favor?

The President. I haven’t seen them all,
so I can’t say. The ones I have seen I enjoyed.
I thought Clint Eastwood’s western was very
good, ‘‘The Unforgiven,’’ and a remarkable
departure from a lot of his past movies. I
thought Jack Nicholson was brilliant in ‘‘A
Few Good Men.’’ I try to see all the Oscar
movies every year. I still haven’t seen ‘‘Scent
of a Woman.’’ I’m working on that. I’m trying
to have that brought into the White House.
And when I see them all, then I’ll have my
favorite, but I don’t think it’s fair until I give
them all a shot.

NCAA Basketball Championships
Mr. Rather. I know you don’t follow bas-

ketball, but I’m willing to make you an off-
hand wager that North Carolina slaughters
Arkansas.

The President. I bet they don’t. I don’t
think they can slaughter them. We haven’t
lost too many games by a lot of points. Arkan-
sas doesn’t have any tall players. As you saw
in the St. John’s game where they played an
incredibly talented, well-disciplined team,
they often win by never quitting, a philoso-
phy that I try to follow myself.

Mr. Rather. Mr. President, you’re very
generous. We appreciate your hospitality.
Thank you very much.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 5:25 p.m. in the
Library at the White House, and it was broadcast
nationwide at 10 p.m. In his remarks, the Presi-

dent referred to Gen. Colin Powell, Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this interview.

Announcement of Nomination for
Nine Sub-Cabinet Posts
March 24, 1993

President Clinton intends to nominate his
longtime adviser Rodney Slater as Adminis-
trator of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, San Francisco port executive Michael
Huerta as Associate Deputy Secretary of
Transportation for Intermodalism, and in-
vestment banker Aida Alvarez as Director of
the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment’s Office of Federal Housing En-
terprise Oversight, the White House an-
nounced today.

In addition, the President announced his
approval of the appointments by Transpor-
tation Secretary Peña of Jane Garvey to be
Deputy Administrator of the Federal High-
way Administration; by Energy Secretary
O’Leary of John Keliher to be Director of
the Office of Intelligence and National Secu-
rity; and by Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Shalala of four officials: Wendell Pri-
mus, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Planning
and Evaluation; Kimberly Parker, Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Legislation (Congres-
sional Liaison); Karen Pollitz, Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation (Health); and
James O’Hara, Associate Commissioner for
Public Affairs.

‘‘Rodney Slater has been one of my most
trusted advisers for many years and played
a major role in getting me to this position,’’
said the President. ‘‘Rodney, Michael
Huerta, and Aida Alvarez are the kind of in-
novative leaders that we need in public serv-
ice. I am very pleased that they and the peo-
ple chosen by Secretaries Peña, O’Leary, and
Shalala are joining me here in Washington.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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Remarks in a Telephone
Conversation With Senators George
Mitchell and Jim Sasser and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 25, 1993

Russia
Q. Does the situation now appear to have

eased in Russia to you, Mr. President?
The Vice President. I don’t think this is

a press conference.
The President. I don’t know. I hope so.

[At this point, the telephone call began.]
Senator Mitchell. Hello?
The President. Senator?
Senator Mitchell. Yes.
The President. How are you doing?
Senator Mitchell. We’re doing fine. How

are you doing?
The President. Well, I’m doing a lot bet-

ter, thanks to you.
Senator Mitchell. No, thanks to Jim Sas-

ser, who is sitting right here with me and
on the line, too.

Senator Sasser. Hey, Mr. President, I’m
on this party line, also.

The President. Hello, Senator Sasser.
Senator Sasser. How are you doing?

We’re doing terrific here.
The President. The Vice President’s here

with me, and we just wanted to thank you
for the work you’ve done. This is a great,
great day.

Senator Sasser. It certainly is. And we
want to thank you, I do, particularly, for the
help that you gave us in moving this resolu-
tion through the committee and off the floor.
We had 56 amendments, and the truth is that
not a single number changed in that budget
resolution on any of those amendments. And
we couldn’t have done it without your help.

The President. Well, we were glad to do
it. I believe, and I think the American people
believe, that this is really an historic moment.
Finally, we’ve done something to break the
gridlock and to bring the deficit down and
to create new jobs through investment. It’s
a remarkable achievement. And I know we’ve
got a lot of work still to do, but the fact that
the Senate and the House have both passed
these budget resolutions, it’s really astonish-

ing this early. And I’m just amazed, because
we all know what a hard road you had to
hoe. I can’t tell you how much I admire you
and how grateful I am to both of you.

Senator Sasser. You’re very kind to say
that, and I very much appreciate it. I might
say that this is the earliest time in my mem-
ory—the majority leader may know another
time—but this is the earliest time in my
memory that we passed a budget resolution
here in the Senate. And we’re proud of that
and proud of your help on getting it done.

And tell the Vice President we sure appre-
ciate him coming over here and giving us en-
couragement.

The Vice President. Well, I’m on the line,
Jim, and thank you very much. You did a
fantastic job. George, I think Jim is right.
This is the earliest in history that a new budg-
et has passed. And I’ve been hearing from
a lot of people about how effective you all
were in the caucus meeting in the conference
a couple of days ago. The unity among
Democratic Senators has been just remark-
able and has made this whole thing possible.
So, Mr. Leader, congratulations to you, and
to you, Jim.

Senator Mitchell. Thank you very much,
Mr. Vice President. We really do appreciate
your help, not just your physical presence but
the leadership you gave in talking to Demo-
cratic Senators. I know many of them were
impressed with the fact that you took the
time to come up here, meet with them, talk
with them, express support for and explain
the President’s position. I think that was ex-
tremely helpful in getting that kind of unity.
So we’re very grateful to both of you.

And now, of course, there’s no rest for the
weary. I’ll have a list of people for you to
call on the supplemental——

The Vice President. I’m ready.
The President. We’re ready to go. Give

us our next assignment.
Senator Mitchell. Well, that’s it. We’ve

already started on it, and we’ll be in touch
with you on that later today.

The President. Thank you very much,
George.

Senator Mitchell. Thank you. Bye, Mr.
President.

[At this point, the telephone call ended.]
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