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nization system, remains operational. Fund-
ing for the program of vaccine purchase and
distribution will be identified in my legisla-
tion for broad-based reform of the national
health care system and made available begin-
ning in fiscal year 1995 from the Com-
prehensive Child Immunization Account in
the United States Treasury.

Immunizations are cost-effective. For ex-
ample, the measles vaccine saves over $10
in health care costs for every $1 invested in
prevention. We know that children are most
vulnerable before their second birthday and
that approximately 80 percent of vaccine
doses should be given before then. Many
children, however, do not receive even their
basic immunizations by that age. We must
remove the financial barriers to immuniza-
tion that impede children from being vac-
cinated on time, and facilitate development
of a national tracking system to ensure chil-
dren are immunized at the earliest appro-
priate age.

The problem posed by soaring vaccine
costs is exacerbated by a deteriorating immu-
nization infrastructure. This legislation con-
tinues the rebuilding of our capacity to de-
liver vaccines and educate parents started in
my economic stimulus package.

This proposal would direct the Secretary
to purchase and provide vaccine without
charge to health care providers who serve
children and are located in a State that par-
ticipates in the State registry grant program.
In nonparticipating States, free vaccine
would be distributed to Federal health care
centers and providers, including those serv-
ing Indian populations. Health care providers
could not charge patients for the cost of the
vaccine. They could, however, impose a fee
for its administration, unless such a fee would
result in the denial of vaccine to someone
unable to pay. The authority of the Secretary
established under this legislation, to purchase
and provide vaccines, shall cease to be in ef-
fect beginning on such date as may be speci-
fied in a Federal law providing for immuniza-
tion services for all children as part of a
broad-based reform of the national health
care system.

In addition, the bill would provide for a
collaborative Federal and State effort to track
the immunization status of the Nation’s chil-
dren. It would authorize the Secretary to
make grants to States to establish and operate
State immunization registries containing spe-
cific information for each child in the State.
Entering infant birth and immunization data
into registries will enable identification of
children who need vaccinations and will help
parents and providers ensure that children
are appropriately immunized.

A keystone of the Nation’s vaccine immu-
nization effort is the National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program. This legislation
would authorize payments from the Vaccine
Injury Compensation Trust Fund for com-
pensable injuries from vaccines administered
on or after October 1, 1992, and would rein-
state and permanently extend the vaccine ex-
cise tax.

I urge the Congress to take prompt and
favorable action on this legislation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 1, 1993.

Nomination of June Gibbs Brown To
Be Inspector General of the
Department of Health and Human
Services
April 1, 1993

The President announced today that he
will nominate June Gibbs Brown, a former
Inspector General at the Department of De-
fense, NASA, and the Department of the In-
terior, to be Inspector General of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services.

‘‘HHS is the biggest civilian Agency of the
Federal Government,’’ said the President,
‘‘and it is imperative that it be managed as
efficiently as possible. That is one of the cen-
tral tasks that Secretary Shalala has taken on,
and I am very pleased to be nominating
someone of June Gibbs Brown’s stature as
Inspector General.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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Remarks on Opening the Forest
Conference in Portland, Oregon
April 2, 1993

Good morning. I want to thank every one
of you who are in the room today and also
all of those who are outside—and there are
certainly many who have come here—for
caring enough to be here.

We’re here to discuss issues whose serious-
ness demands that we respect each other’s
concerns, each other’s experiences, and each
other’s views. Together we can move beyond
confrontation to build a consensus on a bal-
anced policy to preserve jobs and to protect
our environment.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
Governor Roberts and Mayor Katz for
hosting this conference, and Governors Low-
rey, Wilson, and Andrus for attending.

As you can see, the Vice President and I
are here with representatives from our ad-
ministration who deal every day with virtually
every issue which will be discussed. With us
here today are the Interior Secretary, Bruce
Babbitt; the Agriculture Secretary, Mike
Espy; Labor Secretary Bob Reich, all of
whom have been meeting with people here
in the Northwest in recent weeks. We also
have the Commerce Secretary, Ron Brown;
Environmental Protection Administrator
Carol Browner; the Deputy Budget Director
Alice Rivlin; and our Science and Technology
Adviser, Dr. John Gibbons.

We’re all here to listen and to learn from
you. We’re here to discuss issues about which
people feel strongly, believe deeply, and
often disagree vehemently. That’s because
the issues are important and are related and
intrinsic to the very existence of the people
who live here in the Pacific Northwest.

We’re discussing how people earn their
livelihoods. We’re discussing the air, the
water, the forests that are important to your
lives. And we’re addressing the values that
are at the core of those lives. From the trail-
blazers and the pioneers to the trapper and
the hunters, the loggers and the mill workers,
the people of the Northwest have earned
their livings from the land and have lived in
awe of the power, the majesty, and the beau-
ty of the forests, the rivers, and the streams.

Coming from a State, as I do, that was
also settled by pioneers and which is still 53
percent timberland—we have an important
timber industry and people who appreciate
the beauty and the intrinsic value of our
woodlands—I’ve often felt at home here in
the Northwest. I’ll never forget the people
I’ve met here over the last year-and-a-half
whose lives have been touched by the issues
that we’re here to discuss. I remember the
timber industry workers with whom I spoke
at a town hall meeting in Seattle last July
who invited me to come to their communities
and learn about their problems.

I remember the families from the timber
industry whom I met last September in Max
Groesbeck’s backyard in Eugene, Oregon. I
was moved beyond words by the stories that
people told me there and by their determina-
tion to fight for their communities and their
companies and their families.

I was also inspired by Frank Henderson,
who had lost his job as a timber worker and
gone through retraining to learn thermo-
plastic welding and now owns a plastics weld-
ing business of his own. He was a guest of
mine at the Inaugural, and I’m glad to have
him here with us today.

And I remember Elizabeth Bailey of
Hayfork, California. She’s 11 years old and
she was one of the girls and boys who visited
me at the White House a few Saturdays ago
to participate in our televised townhall meet-
ing for children. Her parents, Willie and Na-
dine Bailey, have had to close their timber
business because, in the past, politics seemed
to matter more than people or the environ-
ment. And I’m glad that Nadine Bailey, a
dedicated spokesperson for lawyers, is also
here with us today.

As I’ve spoken with people who work in
the timber industry I’ve been impressed by
their love of the land. As one worker told
me at our meeting in the Groesbecks’ back-
yard, ‘‘I care about Oregon a lot, the beauty
of the country.’’

We’re fortunate to have people with us
today who bring not only a variety of experi-
ences but a variety of views to the questions
before the conference: How can we achieve
a balanced and comprehensive policy that
recognizes the importance of the forests and
timber to the economy and jobs of this re-
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