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you to continue to work with us so that this
Forest Conference is the beginning, not the
end, of a solution. But we will move. We
will move. And I will do my best to assume
the responsibility the American people have
given me to try to break this deadlock in a
responsible way. I just ask you to remember
that this listening cannot be a one-shot deal.
We’ve got to continue to work together. And
I think, if we do, we’ll all be pleased with
the results.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. at the
Oregon Convention Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Andy Kerr, conservation director, Or-
egon Natural Resources Council. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Radio Address on the Economy and
the Russia-United States Summit
April 3, 1993

Good morning. There’s much wisdom in
these words from the Scriptures, ‘‘Come, let
us reason together.’’ This week we’ve seen
a good example of what happens when peo-
ple talk to each other instead of shout at each
other. And unfortunately, we’ve also seen
what happens when some people go to un-
reasonable lengths to prevent reasonable dis-
cussion and decisionmaking.

I’m speaking to you from the Pacific
Northwest where we’ve just concluded the
Forest Conference. For years, the good peo-
ple of the Northwest have been divided by
a difficult argument over important values:
how best to preserve jobs and protect the
forests in this beautiful and productive region
of our great Nation.

Yesterday, in Portland, Oregon, timber
workers, business people, environmentalists,
and community leaders sat down together in
a conference room, not a courtroom. We dis-
cussed how to achieve a healthy economy
and a healthy environment. And I directed
my Cabinet to come back within 60 days with
a plan for a balanced policy.

Grassroots Americans want to end the
gridlock and get the economy moving. They
want to follow the same practice that we fol-
lowed in Oregon yesterday. Unfortunately,

some people in Washington, DC, haven’t
gotten the message that the people want fun-
damental change. Yesterday the minority
party in the Senate used procedural tactics
to prevent the entire Senate from voting on
our jobs and economic recovery package,
which has already been passed overwhelm-
ingly by the House of Representatives.

Yesterday we also learned why our jobs
package is even more urgent than ever. After
3 years, when America lost one million jobs
in the private sector, the unemployment rate
remained unchanged in March, and the total
number of jobs in our economy actually de-
clined. Now, some folks in Washington may
think everything is fine, but all across Amer-
ica the people understand there won’t be a
real recovery until our working men and
women can look forward to a secure, high-
wage future for themselves and their chil-
dren. The people know that America needs
our plan to put 500,000 Americans back to
work by beginning the investments we need
in a stronger, smarter economy.

It’s time to move beyond the old politics
of partisanship, posturing, and procedural
delays and start working together to solve
problems. Good things can be accomplished
when we reason together. And just as this
works in our own country, so too can it work
between ourselves and other nations.

That’s why I’m taking my first trip out of
the country today to meet with Russia’s
democratically elected President, Boris
Yeltsin. Nowhere is progress toward democ-
racy and free markets more important to us
than in Russia and the new independent
states of the former Soviet Union. Their
progress presents a great security challenge
and offers great economic opportunities.
Russia’s rebirth is in the economic interests
of American taxpayers, workers, and busi-
nesses and the security interests of all of us.

We spent over $4 trillion to wage the cold
war. Now we can reduce that spending be-
cause the arms and armies of the former So-
viet Union pose a greatly reduced threat to
us and to our allies. If Russia were to revert
to its old ways or plunge into chaos, we would
need to reassess our plans for defense sav-
ings. That could mean less money for creat-
ing new businesses and new jobs, less for pre-
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paring our children for the future, less for
education. Our economic program at home,
more jobs and greater incomes for Ameri-
cans, could be jeopardized if the reforms in
Russia fail.

My discussions with President Yeltsin in-
volve measures intended to help the Russian
people make the difficult transition to a mar-
ket economy by helping themselves. I want
America to act, but America cannot and
should not act alone. Just as we mobilized
the world on behalf of war in the Gulf, we
must now mobilize the world on behalf of
peace and reform in Russia. Most of this ef-
fort will have to come from the Russian peo-
ple themselves. They will chart the path to
their own future. These efforts to offer an
historic chance to improve our own security,
however, require some action by ourselves,
too.

Russia still holds over 20,000 strategic and
tactical nuclear warheads. We are imple-
menting historic arms control agreements
that for the first time will actually reduce the
level of strategic nuclear weapons. By sup-
porting Russia’s reforms we can help turn
the promise of those agreements into reality
for ourselves and for our children and for
the Russian people and their children as well.
And we can make life in America more safe
and prosperous.

For too long, work in Washington on issues
like economics, the environment, and foreign
policy took place in isolation. The interests
of the American people weren’t amply pro-
tected because their voices weren’t ade-
quately heard. The change we want is this:
to bring men and women of good will to-
gether so that we can put people, the Amer-
ican people, first. We need you to stay active
and informed and involved.

Now, I ask you to call or write your Sen-
ators. Ask them to take action on our jobs
and economic recovery package. I ask for
your best wishes as I go into this meeting
with President Yeltsin and your understand-
ing that here there is no clear line between
our interests at home and our interests
abroad. We cannot withdraw from the world
even as we work to make America stronger.
Together we can change America and change
the world.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:00 p.m. on
April 2 at the Benson Hotel in Portland, OR, for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 3.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters in Vancouver
April 3, 1993

The President. Thank you very much. I
want to begin by thanking the Prime Minister
and Canada for hosting this meeting between
President Yeltsin and me. I want to thank
also the Prime Minister for his leadership in
support of the process of democracy and re-
form in Russia and the Canadian effort to
support that process, which has recently been
announced. We have worked together very,
very closely in the last few weeks to mobilize
support among the G–7 for the process of
democracy and reform. And he deserves a
good share of credit for many of the positive
actions which will be taken in the days and
weeks ahead. I thank him for that and for
hosting this. And I look forward to the meet-
ing with President Yeltsin.

Aid to Russia
Q. Mr. President, there’s some concern

that any U.S. aid or any Western aid that
may pour into Russia now could be wasted.
Is there a danger at this point that you could
actually give Russia too much Western aid?

The President. Well, I guess there are two
concerns that you might have. One is that
any aid itself might not be well spent. The
other is that future political events might un-
dermine the impact of the aid. As far as the
second risk is concerned, that is there, it is
clear. But you could say that about any effort
we might make anywhere, including in our
own country, that future events might under-
mine the impact of present action. We are
proposing to take action to support democ-
racy and to support economic reform.

Now, in terms of making sure the money
is spent properly, that it’s the right kind of
aid, I have spent a significant amount of time
on this. We have put together a very good
team. I will be consulting in significant detail
with President Yeltsin about this. I think that
the kinds of things we propose to do are likely
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