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who would have been—who the law was de-
signed to affect, then I think that the desire
to keep the law will be much less.

With regard to COCOM, my guess is, and
it’s nothing more than a guess, that the lead-
ership of Congress and indeed my own advis-
ers might prefer to see some sort of phased
movement out of the COCOM regime. But
I think they would be willing to begin it in
the fairly near future.

President’s Interest in Russia
Q. Mr. Clinton, when I read your speech

in Annapolis, I got the impression that you
have a completely different personal—and I
stress that, personal, not political—approach
towards Russia, compared to the approach
of Mr. Bush. Could you formulate in a few
words what is the difference between you as
a personality and your approach—the dif-
ference between your approach to Russia
and the approach of Mr. Bush? And who
made you—why did you cite Akhmatova in
the last part of your speech?

The President. Let me say, first, I do not
wish to compare myself with President Bush
or anyone else. I can’t say what was in his
heart about Russia. I can say that since I was
a boy, I have been personally fascinated with
the history, the music, and the culture and
the literature of Russia. I have been thrilled
by Russian music since I was a serious stu-
dent of music for more than 30 years now.
I have read major Russian novelists and many
of your poets and followed your ballet and
tried to know as much as I could about your
history.

And I went to the Soviet Union, but it was
then the Soviet Union. You may know, it was
a big issue in the last Presidential campaign
that I spent the first week of 1970 alone in
Moscow, and did not return again until 3
days before Mr. Yeltsin was elected Presi-
dent. But all that time I was away, I was fol-
lowing events there very closely and hoping
for the day when we could be genuine part-
ners. So I have always had a personal feeling
about Russia.

I remember, for example, a lot of you
know I like music very much. One of the
most moving experiences for me as a musi-
cian was when Leonard Bernstein took the
New York Philharmonic to Moscow and

played Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony to the
Russians. And he played the last movement
more rapidly than anyone had ever played
it before because it was technically so dif-
ficult. That is something I followed very
closely when it occurred.

These are things that have always had a
big impact on my life. And I had just always
hoped that someday, if I ever had the chance
to, I could play a role in seeing our two coun-
tries become closer partners.

NOTE: The question-and-answer session began at
2:46 p.m. at Canada Place.

Vancouver Declaration: Joint
Statement of the Presidents of the
United States and the Russian
Federation
April 4, 1993

Having met in Vancouver, Canada on April
3–4, President Bill Clinton of the United
States of America and President Boris Yeltsin
of the Russian Federation declared their firm
commitment to a dynamic and effective U.S.-
Russian partnership that strengthens inter-
national stability. The two presidents ap-
proved a comprehensive strategy of coopera-
tion to promote democracy, security, and
peace. President Yeltsin stressed his firm
commitment to fostering democratization,
the rule of law, and a market economy. As
the United States moves to reinvigorate its
own economy, President Clinton assured
President Yeltsin of active American support
for the Russian people as they pursue their
own chosen course of political and economic
reform.

The Presidents agreed on a new package
of bilateral economic programs and measures
to address Russia’s immediate human needs
and contribute to the building of necessary
structures for successful transition to a mar-
ket economy. They recognized the critical
importance of creating favorable external
conditions in which the Russian economy can
realize its maximum potential. In this con-
nection, the Presidents expressed their deter-
mination to promote access to each other’s
markets, cooperation in defense conversion,
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removal of impediments to trade and invest-
ment, and resumption of U.S. food exports
to Russia on a stable long-term basis.

President Yeltsin informed President Clin-
ton about the Russian program of economic
reforms. In particular, President Yeltsin
stressed such key questions of the Russian
reform as the necessity of combatting infla-
tion and achieving financial stabilization by
improvement of the banking system. He also
emphasized the importance of privatization,
encouragement of entrepreneurship, struc-
tural policy, and social support. In this con-
text, the Presidents discussed the role of the
international community in supporting spe-
cific elements of the reform program.

The Presidents agreed that Russia’s har-
monious integration into the community of
democratic nations and the world economy
is essential. They therefore called for acceler-
ated G–7 development of substantial and ef-
fective new economic initiatives to support
political and economic reform in Russia. In
this connection, the Presidents welcomed the
extraordinary meeting of the foreign and fi-
nance ministers of the G–7 countries and the
Russian Federation scheduled for April 14–
15 in Tokyo. Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin
also expressed their satisfaction with the suc-
cessful conclusion of negotiations in Paris on
the rescheduling of the international debt of
the former USSR. The United States an-
nounced its support for Russia’s intention to
become a full member of GATT and to
begin, in the near future, official talks on the
conditions of Russia’s accession to GATT.

The Presidents agreed to give fresh impe-
tus to development of the U.S.-Russian rela-
tionship in all its dimensions. To coordinate
and direct this effort and to activate a com-
prehensive and intensive dialogue, they
agreed on measures to improve the mecha-
nism for mutual consultations. In particular,
working groups will be set up involving high-
level officials of both governments with
broad authority in the areas of economic and
scientific and technological cooperation. The
Presidents agreed to establish a United
States-Russian Commission on technological
cooperation in the fields of energy and space.
They intend to designate Prime Minister
Chernomyrdin and Vice President Gore to
head this commission.

The leaders of the United States and Rus-
sia attached great importance to the preven-
tion of the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and their delivery systems. They
reaffirmed their determination to strengthen
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
make it universal, and give it an unlimited
duration. The Presidents stressed their ex-
pectation that all countries of the former
USSR which are not already NPT members
will promptly confirm their adherence to the
treaty as non-nuclear weapon states. They
urged the Democratic Peoples Republic of
Korea to comply fully with its IAEA safe-
guards obligations, which remain in force,
and to retract its announcement of with-
drawal from the NPT.

The Presidents agreed that efforts of the
United States and Russia will be directed to-
ward the entry into force of the START I
Treaty and the ratification of the START II
Treaty as soon as possible. They affirmed that
the United States and Russia intend to co-
operate, on the basis of their mutual interest,
in environmentally safe elimination of nu-
clear forces pursuant to relevant arms control
agreements, in construction of a storage facil-
ity for nuclear materials and in the control-
ling, accounting, and physical protection of
nuclear materials. The United States reiter-
ated its readiness to provide assistance to
Russia for these purposes. The Presidents
called for prompt conclusion, on mutually ac-
ceptable terms, of the negotiations on an
agreement on the conversion and sale for
peaceful purposes of nuclear materials re-
moved from nuclear weapons.

The Presidents underscored their deter-
mination to broaden interaction and con-
sultations between Russia and the United
States in the areas of defense and security.
They instructed their Ministers of Defense
to explore further possibilities in that direc-
tion.

The Presidents noted the progress
achieved at the recent United States-Russian
talks on chemical weapons in Geneva. They
welcomed the progress made in preparing
the protocols necessary to submit the ‘‘Agree-
ment on Destruction and Non-Production of
Chemical Weapons’’ of June 1, 1990 for ap-
proval by the legislative bodies of the Russian
Federation and the United States. They also
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welcomed progress achieved in developing
agreement on the preparation and imple-
mentation of the second phase of the Wyo-
ming Memorandum of Understanding of
September 23, 1989 regarding a bilateral ver-
ification experiment and data exchange relat-
ed to prohibition of chemical weapons.

The Presidents agreed that it is necessary
to achieve the earliest possible resolution of
questions about cooperation in non-prolifera-
tion of missiles and missile technology in all
its aspects, in accordance with the principles
of existing international agreements. They
also decided to work together to remove ob-
stacles impeding Russia’s access to the global
market in high technology and related serv-
ices. The Presidents agreed that negotiations
on a multilateral nuclear test ban should
commence at an early date, and that their
governments would consult with each other
accordingly.

Mindful of their countries’ responsibilities
as permanent members of the UN Security
Council, the Presidents affirmed that U.S.-
Russian cooperation is essential to the peace-
ful resolution of international conflicts and
the promotion of democratic values, the pro-
tection of human rights, and the solution of
global problems, such as environmental pol-
lution, terrorism, and narcotics trafficking.
The United States and Russia stressed their
determination to improve the effectiveness
of peacemaking and peacekeeping capabili-
ties of the United Nations, the CSCE, and
other appropriate regional organizations.

Recognizing that the problem of mistreat-
ment of minorities and ethnic communities
is increasingly a source of international insta-
bility, the Presidents stressed the critical im-
portance of full protection for individual
human rights, including those of ethnic Rus-
sian and all other minorities on the territory
of the former Soviet Union. They affirmed
their commitment to the peaceful resolution
of conflicts in that region on the basis of re-
spect for the independence, territorial integ-
rity, and security of all member states of the
UN and the CSCE.

The Presidents announced their intention
to expand and improve their joint work in
the area of environmental protection. They
agreed to coordinate on joint ecological
measures to be taken and research to be

done, and on support for financing agreed
programs. The Presidents agreed that the
level of mutual openness achieved makes it
possible to proceed with new forms of co-
operation in science and technology, includ-
ing programs in the field of outer space. The
two countries will further develop bilateral
cooperation in fisheries in the Bering Sea,
the North Pacific, and the Sea of Okhotsk,
including for the purpose of preservation and
reproduction of living marine resources and
of monitoring the ecosystem in the Northern
Pacific. The Presidents further agreed to ex-
pand significantly their contacts, exchanges,
and cooperation in the areas of culture, edu-
cation, the humanities, and the mass media.

The joint efforts of both countries have
succeeded in establishing a new character for
Russian-American relations. The Presidents
reaffirmed the principles and provisions of
the Camp David Declaration of February 1,
1992 and the Charter of U.S.-Russian Part-
nership and Friendship of June 17, 1992 as
a basis for relations between the two coun-
tries.

Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin expressed
their deep appreciation to Prime Minister
Mulroney and the people of Canada for
hosting their meeting in Vancouver. With a
view to accelerating the development of
U.S.-Russian partnership, the Presidents
agreed to meet regularly at the summit level.
President Yeltsin invited President Clinton to
visit Russia. President Clinton accepted the
invitation with appreciation.

Fact Sheets From the Russia-United
States Summit
April 4, 1993

Humanitarian/Health Assistance and
Food Sales

Purpose
To respond to the need for humanitarian

food and medical assistance and to help de-
velop the proper infrastructure for health
care delivery, the United States will provide
grant food and medical assistance, health
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