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So I congratulate both of you. Let me give
this to you. And thank you very much for
being here.
[At this point, the President presented the
awards.]

If I might point out, this young man and
his mother—if she remains unemployed,
they can be covered through Medicaid. But
if she were to take another job, it would be
very difficult, because of his treatment and
past condition, even though he’s in remission,
for her to get a job with health insurance.

If we can pass reforms which will guaran-
tee coverage to all Americans and which will
provide a broad-based community base for
any insurance against risks so that there will
be no economic advantage or disadvantage
to employers for hiring the parents or the
people who suffer from disease, this country
will be a long way down the road toward deal-
ing with this problem. And I think that that
clearly will be a part of the health program
that we come out with, something that will
guarantee coverage to all Americans and will
enable people to leave their jobs to care for
sick family members and then resume em-
ployment when possible without having the
employer suffer economically crippling con-
sequences or forcing the people to choose
between staying unemployed to get Govern-
ment health care or taking a job and losing
health coverage.

Health Care Reform
Q. Mr. President, have you decided on a

way to finance health care reform? I mean,
you’re moving toward a deadline now. Have
you made any decisions?

The President. We’re moving toward a
deadline, and we’ll have the details for you.
I’ve already told—those things will be in the
program. Whatever options we decide, we’ll
do that.

Q. When do you think you’ll make your
mind up?

The President. Well, we’re still well with-
in our deadline. I think that—because of my
father-in-law’s illness my wife was out of
pocket for about 3 weeks, and so we’re going
to be pushed back a little bit off the 100 days.
But we’re working very hard. I spent many,
many hours on this myself and, indeed, this

afternoon will be spending another 21⁄2 hours
on it. So I think we’re pretty well on sched-
ule.

Bosnia
Q.——Elie Wiesel’s comments about Bos-

nia this morning, sir, as a challenge to you
personally?

The President. I think it was a challenge
to all of—to the United States and to me
and to the West to take further initiatives
in Bosnia. And I accepted it as such.

I was eager to have a few moments to
speak with Elie Wiesel after the ceremony.
We went back into a holding room, and I
introduced him to my wife and my daughter,
who wanted very much to meet him. And
then we sat and talked for a while. We may
talk again. But I welcomed his remarks this
morning.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks at the National Volunteer
Action Award Ceremony
April 22, 1993

Thank you very much. I want to thank,
first of all, the people who have made pos-
sible this 12th annual National Volunteer Ac-
tion Award event, begun in the early 1980’s
under President Reagan, people from the
Points of Light Foundation and the folks
from ACTION. I want to say, too, to all of
you that this is a matter of great personal
pride to me to be President and be a part
of this today, because I have believed for a
long time in grassroots community efforts
and community service.

Last year, on the occasion of my birthday,
which I share with the Vice President’s wife,
Tipper Gore, our two families went to Geor-
gia and built a house with Habitat for Hu-
manity, along with President and Mrs. Carter
as a way of symbolizing our commitment to
national service. And my daughter selected
a school here in Washington in part because
one of the requirements of being enrolled
in the school was to do community service.
Just a couple of days ago, she and her group
went out and did one of their service
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projects, working to build some park facilities
for young people who will come behind and
use those facilities.

I can’t help but say I’m especially proud
today because one of the honorees today is
the Arkansas Land and Farm Development
Corporation from my home State. I should
say, I had nothing to do with selecting any
of these awards. [Laughter] But they will tell
you that for well over a decade I have worked
with them in many ways, watching them work
against often enormous odds to empower
poor people in rural areas to seize control
of their own destinies. So I am especially
proud of them as well as of all the other hon-
orees.

I think all of you recognize the fundamen-
tal truth that as Americans and as human
beings we can never be completely fulfilled
unless we help each other. Just a few mo-
ments ago, I was over at the dedication of
the Holocaust Museum. And we recognized,
of course, the great losses of the Jewish peo-
ple, of the Gypsies, and others who were sys-
tematically exterminated by the Nazis. But
we also recognize the services of perhaps the
most important volunteers in the 20th cen-
tury, those who put their lives at risk to try
to save large numbers of the Jews.

On that cold, wind-whipped occasion, I
think it’s fair to say that, by far, the most
popular speaker at the event was a woman
who put her life at risk to shield Jews from
almost certain death and, in the process,
found a person who became her husband.
The Scriptures say that in giving we will re-
ceive. Perhaps not all of us will find a mate
for life in our gifts, but all of us certainly
will receive.

I think it has been recognized for a long
time that service sustains and defines our de-
mocracy and helps us to understand that we
are not brought together by race or religion
or region but that we cannot be kept apart
by those things if we have common values,
common interests, and undertake common
endeavors.

After all, volunteers won the American
Revolution. And ever since, volunteers have
been winning our wars and winning the bat-
tles of peacetime. Volunteers helped to get
women the right to vote and helped to effect
the civil rights revolution and help us even

today to overcome the barriers that divide
us.

All generations have been called upon to
serve. And today, as people are living longer
than ever before, every generation now living
is called upon to serve, to deepen our lives
and to strengthen the bonds of our commu-
nities. Today is so special to me because we
are recognizing those of you who have risen
to the challenge in particularly innovative
and effective ways.

I hope that as we honor you today you
will all join me in renewing our call for all
Americans to embrace the spirit of service.
We all have roles to play. Even those who
are not in organizations represented here
may be able to help to patrol this, police,
and support the work of law enforcement of-
ficers in areas plagued by high crime, where
children are unsafe, or may help to volunteer
in a community health center where health
care is available in theory but not in practice
unless people can find their way to the clinic;
or tutoring children after school; or being
mentors to children who themselves would
like to do better but don’t have the role mod-
els they need.

We bring out the best in our country when
we serve. I know that you know that I’ve tried
to make sure our Government will do its part.
And as Mr. Segal said, next week I intend
to introduce the national service legislation
that I hope will change our country for the
better and forever to provide a revolution in
the best sense of the word, bringing us back
to our best values, offering opportunity, re-
quiring responsibility, and creating a stronger
sense of the American community.

Those are the things which drove me into
this race for President well over a year ago
and the things which I hope so deeply will
be embodied in the national service move-
ment. We want to make opportunity available
by making it easier to get a loan to go to
college and easier to pay it off through serv-
ice, demanding responsibility by making sure
that everybody who gets something from
their Government finally gives something
back, we hope in service but at least in dol-
lars, and rebuilding communities all over this
country through our civilian GI bill, with
thousands of people paying their way to col-
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lege either before or after they go by doing
what their communities need.

We’ll bring ourselves a little closer to that
sacred day when all of our children can live
up to their full potential by working together
to make sure that we do that as well as the
children we’re trying to help. If these efforts
are to succeed, the spirit of service must be
renewed in the hearts of every American, not
just in those who will be part of the national
service movement. I hope that this move-
ment will go well beyond party or any other
political division in this country. I hope that
everybody will embrace the cause and the
spirit, because I believe we can change the
country. If we can do it here in the Govern-
ment, we can then challenge our corpora-
tions, our foundations, our schools, our non-
profits to follow the leads of those whom we
honor here today. And if we’re in it for the
long haul because we know we all have a
role to play, I really believe it means an
America finally and fully living up to its po-
tential, that is, being more like those of you
whom we honor today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:47 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Nomination for an Assistant
Secretary of Energy and the
Ambassador to the Holy See
April 22, 1993

The President announced today that he
will nominate Archer Durham, a retired
Major General in the U.S. Air Force, to be
Assistant Secretary of Energy for Human Re-
sources and Administration. He also formally
announced his intent to nominate Boston
Mayor Raymond Flynn to be Ambassador to
the Holy See.

‘‘Through his long and exemplary career
in the Air Force, Archer Durham had a rep-
utation of being a hands-on manager who
consistently led the Air Force in manage-
ment efficiency indicators,’’ said the Presi-
dent. ‘‘Secretary O’Leary has called for that
kind of management at her Department, and
I am glad that General Durham will be pro-
viding it.’’

‘‘I am also very pleased to be formally an-
nouncing my intention to nominate Mayor
Flynn for the important post of Ambassador
to the Holy See,’’ the President added. ‘‘As
I said on St. Patrick’s Day here at the White
House, he has been one of the best Mayors
to serve in my lifetime, and I think he’ll do
a great job in a wide range of areas.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Proclamation 6547—National Credit
Education Week, 1993
April 22, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Consumer credit is an integral part of the
free enterprise economy of the United
States. The vast array of credit products has
expanded opportunities for consumers. At
the same time, this trend has increased con-
sumers’ need for simple, understandable in-
formation about their options. Informed con-
sumers who know their choices, rights, and
responsibilities are better able to choose and
use credit wisely. The prudent use of credit
increases economic stability and enhances
market competition.

The theme of this year’s observance,
‘‘Good Credit—Unlimited Opportunities,’’
recognizes that consumers, with careful
budgeting and planning, can benefit from in-
creased choices and opportunities in today’s
marketplace. Credit education is crucial to
helping the public use credit wisely and re-
sponsibly. A good credit record can help a
consumer obtain a job, finance a child’s edu-
cation, and obtain a mortgage to buy a home.

Tests of adults and high school students
across the Nation show that consumers in the
Untied States are not prepared adequately
to deal with complex consumer credit
choices. Even though the rights of consumers
in credit transactions are guaranteed in Fed-
eral and State laws, most consumers have lit-
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