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Week Ending Friday, May 7, 1993

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer
Session on National Service in New
Orleans, Louisiana
April 30, 1993

The President. Thank you. It’s good to
see you. How many of you are students here?
Okay. And how many of you are in the Delta
Service Corps? And then, who’s here from
Teach For America? That’s good. I’ve got it.

Let me, first of all, say how delighted I
am to be here and how much I appreciate
all of you taking a little time out to talk with
me. You probably know that I am going from
here over to the University of New Orleans
to speak about the national service plan and
the new direct loan plan for college students
that will be announced today and will be in-
troduced shortly into the Congress.

I have with me today Senator Johnston and
many Members of your congressional delega-
tion and your Lieutenant Governor and many
State officials here and some people who
have come all the way from Washington to
be with us, the Secretary of Education and
Gen. David Jones, former Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, a lot of people who be-
lieve in you and your future and all the other
young people in this country.

What I wanted to do today is to try to sort
of set the stage for this speech that I’m going
to go give and also to listen to you a little
bit about the kinds of things that you do now:
Why did you get into this service? Do you
believe if there were more opportunities,
more young people would do it?

This program we’re going to propose will
provide opportunities for tens of thousands
of young people to work before, during, or
after college to build up credit against a col-
lege education or, if they do it afterward, to
pay off their college loans. It will also change
the way young people borrow money to go
to college so that you won’t have to pay
money back that you can’t afford to pay back.
Even if you borrow a lot of money to go to

college, you’ll always pay it back as a percent-
age of your income, so that people will be
able to, and if you’re not working, you don’t
have to pay it back. Then you pay it back
as you work. But we’re going to use the tax
system and make sure that you have to pay
it back if you can, so there won’t be all the
defaults we have now. That will lower the
cost of and the threshold of going to college
for every young person in America who wants
to deal with it.

So I want to increase access to college, but
also it’s very important for me to increase
the number of people, starting in our high
schools, who will engage in some form of
service.

So I think it would be helpful to me to
know—we can maybe start with the high
school students. If you could talk a little bit
about the service projects you’ve been in-
volved in and why you do it and whether
you think we can get a lot more people in-
volved.

Who wants to go first?

[At this point, a student discussed her experi-
ence as a volunteer with the Girl Scouts of
America and stressed the importance of being
a role model.]

The President. You know, one of the
things that I think is good about this program
is we’re going to build on the organizations
at work now and set it up on a State-by-State
basis. And a State can certify any program
that’s working in that State to be eligible to
take young people for the national service
program. So we’re not going to create a
whole new network of things. We’re going
to build on the programs that are working.

Anybody else? Anybody from the Delta
Service Corps? Go ahead.

[At this point, a National Summerbridge Pro-
gram volunteer discussed that program.]

The President. Anyone else?
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[At this point, a student discussed a volunteer
program funded by the Nestle Corp.]

The President. And how many young peo-
ple were involved in the project?

Q. We started out with about 40, and then
through attrition, we ended up with about
8 or 10 of us at the end. But it was just a
great feeling to go down there and do that.

The President. What did you learn about
homeless people?

Q. That they’re just like us; that they’re
families and that they want to succeed as
badly as we do and that there are more of
them in the city than I ever thought possible.
The line for that lunch just kept going for-
ever.
[At this point, a Delta Service Corps member
discussed that program.]

The President. Do you have a feeling in
the Teach For America program that you’re
actually helping people change their lives?
[At this point, a teacher discussed how teach-
ers and the Teach For America program can
be a positive influence in a student’s life.]

The President. The Teach For America
program has worked very well. This should
help increase the recruitment, because you’ll
get some credit against whatever your accu-
mulated college loans are to go do that.

What about you? What are you doing?
[At this point, a VISTA volunteer stressed the
importance of the literacy program.]

The President. You know, one of the
things that we discovered when we started
trying to put this national service program
together is that there were a whole lot of
programs like that, that had been funded at
a very limited level, and one Government
agency or another, no one had ever put them
all together and figured out how to get them
all to work together. It’s one of the things
we’re trying to do.

Another thing I want to say about the lit-
eracy issue is that when I was Governor of
my State, I devoted a lot of time to trying
to dramatically increase the number of peo-
ple who would go back to get their GED
and get into adult literacy programs. We had
a huge increase. And one of the things that
we can now tell those folks, too, is if you’re
involved in any kind of service program, you

can earn credit to go on after high school.
But you can’t get any money until you get
your GED, which I think is important. You
know, that will sort of reinforce that.
[At this point, a participant stressed that the
local agencies should have a role in the na-
tional service program.]

The President. That’s great. Yes, sir?
[At this point, a participant suggested that
the communities be given a leading role in
the national service program and voiced a
concern that some students in the program
might not have a genuine concern for the peo-
ple they are helping.]

The President. You might, but first, you
raise two issues. Let me respond to the first
one. I, 100 percent, agree with you about
having to be community-based. That’s why
we went out of our way not to create some
big new Federal bureaucracy but to require
the States to have community representatives
on a board that can just certify a project in
a community that’s plainly working, because
otherwise this whole thing is going to fail.
There’s no way we know what’s good for your
home town or mine or anybody else’s of the
Federal Government.

The second thing is: That may be right.
You may have more young people—I hope
you do have more young people coming into
the service. It may be that some of them will
be just doing it for the money. But frankly,
if you look at, for example, the GI bill, there’s
a lot of evidence people enroll in the military
service in part because of the benefits, but
no evidence that they do it only because they
think they’re going to get money on the back
end, because you have to make the effort,
you have to go to it. And I think—or one
of you alluded to this earlier, one of you has
already talked—I don’t think you can be in
these service programs without being
changed yourself. I think it’s pretty hard to
go all the way through one and not get con-
nected to the people you’re trying to help.
I think it’s worth the risk to get more people.

I may mess up the numbers here, but
there’s a man here with me from New Jersey
who is very successful in business, named
Ray Chambers, who has given the rest of his
life to try to help the people in his commu-
nity and other communities like his commu-
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nity all over the country, poor kids growing
up with all kinds of problems. And we were
talking about trying to get more mentors.
And he said there’s something like 15 million
children who need these mentors and only
100,000, 150,000 of the mentors out there.
So I think you have to take some risk if you
put these incentives out that there will be
some people doing it who may not care that
much about it. But first of all, the benefit
is not so great as to look like you’re just giving
somebody something. And secondly, I think
most people will themselves be changed by
this, will be reconnected to our country.

Go ahead.
Q. I’m a volunteer for Habitat. We help

build homes for families who might other-
wise not have an opportunity to own a home
of their own.

The President. It’s a great program.
[At this point, the volunteer discussed both
the Habitat for Humanity and Delta Service
Corps experiences and the importance of giv-
ing people the opportunity to provide com-
munity service.]

The President. You know, I’m really par-
ticularly proud of the Delta Service Corps
because it grew out of the work that was done
a few years ago by the States of Arkansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, and then Missouri,
Kentucky, and Illinois and the parts that are
right along the river. And we studied the con-
ditions of the lower Mississippi Delta, and
one of the things that we urged was that some
way be found to bring young people in here
to this area to work. And then the legislators
and the Congressmen from our States spon-
sored this bill that’s really been very impres-
sive. I’m glad to see all of you here. Walter,
did you have——
[At this point, a Delta Service Corps member
stressed the importance of making sure that
the volunteers are suited for their jobs. An-
other volunteer then expressed a desire that
the Delta Service Corps become a nationwide
program.]

The President. I think it may. And cer-
tainly, things like it will. I think new organiza-
tions will spring up from the grassroots. Just
to go back to the point you made about that,
what’s the most likely thing that will happen
is that there will be communities where there

are people like you, but there’s no organiza-
tion. And when this thing comes out and
young people start talking about it and think-
ing about it, it’ll probably be much more like-
ly that in every community in America there
will be groups like this.

You know, when I hear all of you talk, one
of the things that, as you know, I worry about
most of the time is how to find enough jobs
for the American people in a world in which
we’ve had a difficult time in our country cre-
ating jobs, and other wealthy countries are
having trouble creating jobs. And a lot of the
good things that happen in the economy
now—a lot of you can do this; most of you
probably are proficient with computers and
things like that—a lot of the things that hap-
pen in the economy now mean that people
can do more with fewer workers, because
they have all this technology.

But one of the things that you cannot sub-
stitute people for are the kind of human con-
tacts that you all are engaged in. I mean, a
lot of the people problems of America can
only be solved by people in very small groups
or one on one. So I think there will be a
huge increase in the demand for folks like
you to do what you’re doing in the years
ahead.

[At this point, a student stated that the na-
tional service program will probably encour-
age more students to become involved in com-
munity service.]

The President. That’s a terrific point. I
know we’ve got to quit in a minute, and I
want to give you a chance to talk. But let
me say that people say to me, ‘‘Well, can you
afford this program, and what if 250,000,
what if 500,000, what if a million young peo-
ple want to do this?’’ Well, if you think about
it, think what we’re paying now for the fail-
ures of the present society, think what we’re
paying now for all the young people who
drop out of school, who have children when
they’re children, who get involved in drugs,
who wind up in prisons, who can’t work and
draw welfare or food stamps or unemploy-
ment or who wind up in homeless shelters,
you think what it’s cost us now to do that.

We’re living in a world where we need
every person. And I agree with you. I think
when people like you get out of college, you
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get a world-class education in a place like
Tulane, if you can get people like that who
still are really aware of what is going on and
who understand the point you made, that
homeless people are just like us. There are
a lot of kids out there in these homeless shel-
ters. A lot of them can learn and do real well
if they’re given a chance. And if they do well,
this is going to affect you much more than
me. One in ten Americans now is on food
stamps.

Now, you think about what your life is
going to be like when you’re my age, you
have children getting ready to go to college,
if we don’t reverse these trends. What’s the
unemployment rate in America going to be?
What’s your tax burden going to be? What
are you going to be paying it for? What’s it
going to be like to be in the streets of your
country? This service thing has so much
more to do with your future in a way than
with mine. And I think the point you made
is terrific.

I know we’ve got to quit, but I want to—
go ahead.
[At this point, a participant stated that work-
ing on community service projects encour-
ages people to want to continue to serve oth-
ers.]

The President. Good for you.
Q. Thank you for visiting.
The President. Thank you all very much.

You’re terrific. I feel a lot better about my
country every time I see young people like
you. We’re going to be fine. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:52 a.m. in the
courtyard at Benjamin Franklin High School. In
his remarks, he referred to Lt. Governor Melinda
Schwegmann. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Exchange With Reporters at the
University of New Orleans
April 30, 1993

Bosnia
Q. [Inaudible]
The President. I’m going to have another

meeting in the morning about it, do a little
more work on the way back today, and then

have another meeting in the morning. And
then I may want to make another round of
phone calls after we meet with the principals.
And I expect then we’ll be pretty close to
deciding where we are. I want to get an up-
dated report on the situation, and I’ll ask a
lot of questions about it.

Q. Mr. President, has all this talk about
military force already had an impact, sir? Do
you think it’s already had an impact?

The President. I hope so. I hope so. I
think it may well have, and I certainly hope
so.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:35 p.m. in the
Health and Physical Education Center at the uni-
versity. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this exchange. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks on the National Service
Initiative at the University of New
Orleans
April 30, 1993

Thank you very much. I ought to quit
while I’m ahead. [Laughter] It is wonderful
to be back in New Orleans and in Louisiana
and to have the first chance I’ve had since
the election to thank you for your support,
your electoral votes, and the education you
gave me on my many trips here during the
campaign last year. I’m glad to be back on
this campus. I want to thank your student
body president, Robert Styron. I thought he
gave a good speech. I think he’s got a future
in politics, don’t you? [Applause] And Chan-
cellor O’Brien. I want to thank Senator
Breaux for his kind remarks and for his lead-
ership of the Democratic Leadership Coun-
cil. I want to acknowledge the presence here
of Senator Johnston and many members of
the Louisiana House and many other Mem-
bers of the United States Congress, along
with many others who are here with the
Democratic Leadership Council, including
my good friend and former colleague, the
Governor of New Mexico, Bruce King, who’s
here. There are two members of my Cabinet
here, the Secretary of Education, Dick Riley,
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and the Secretary of Agriculture, Mike Espy,
also a DLC Vice Chair.

I want to thank all the people who are here
representing volunteer organizations. I met
with some young people just before I came
in here who are scattered around near me
from Benjamin Franklin High School just
across the way. [Applause] Absolutely no en-
thusiasm in that place. [Laughter] From the
Delta Service Corps., from VISTA, from
Summerbridge, from Teach for America, we
also have some students here, apart from all
of you from UNO, we have some students
here who have worked in service projects at
Xavier University and at Tulane. We also
have people here who have been involved
in service for a long time from ACTION,
from the Older Americans Volunteer Pro-
gram, from the National Association of Sen-
ior Companions and Foster Grandparents
and the National Association of Retired Sen-
ior Volunteers. All these people I am very
grateful to.

I’d like to just acknowledge in general the
people who are here from law enforcement
organizations and firefighters’ organizations
and public employees and teachers’ groups
who have helped us on this national service
project. And I want to say a special word
of thanks to three other people. First of all,
Gen. David Jones, a former Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff who has worked very
hard helping us put together this program,
who is here. General Jones, thank you for
being here. Secondly, a remarkable gen-
tleman from New Jersey, an immensely suc-
cessful businessman who retired early and is
devoting his entire life to community service
to rebuild the lives and the neighborhoods
of the people in his community in New Jersey
and now helping others around the country,
a founding Member of the Points of Light
Foundation, Mr. Ray Chambers, who is here.
And I’d like to pay a little special attention
to two members of Congress who are not
here and to one who is, for their long work
on the whole idea of national service. The
two in the Senate who are not here are Sen-
ator Harris Wofford from Pennsylvania and
Senator Sam Nunn from Georgia. And then
Representative Dave McCurdy from Okla-
homa, thank you for all of the work you’ve
done on this over the years.

I am glad to be here. You know, when I
come down here I always sort of relax. I don’t
know why that is. I timed it just in time for
the Jazz Festival, but I left my saxophone
at the White House.

This is the 100th day of my administration.
In Washington, some say it marks a mile-
stone. But in many ways it’s just another day
at the office for what we’re trying to do in
changing America. In the last 99 days we
have worked relentlessly to address the
pressing and long-ignored needs of the
American people and to bring to the Govern-
ment something it has not seen in a long
time: an acknowledgment that bold action is
needed, and needed now, to secure and en-
large America’s future, and that in order to
do it we not only have to change programs,
we have to change the way the Government
works and engage the energies of the Amer-
ican people in the process.

In the last 100 days I think we have begun
to change the direction in which our country
has been going for a long time, and to go
toward a new direction more like the one
the American people demanded last Novem-
ber. We’ve also started an unprecedented de-
bate in our Nation’s capital about big ideas
and better lives across our Nation, ideas that
in many cases were shaped and nurtured by
some of the people who are here today, as
Senator Breaux said earlier, the members of
the Democratic Leadership Council, of
which I am proud to be a founding member.
Unlike most organizations, the DLC has
done more than just talk about the problems
in our country. It has made an honest effort
to develop real ideas about how to restore
the American economy, and make the Gov-
ernment work, and rebuild the confidence
and the link that exists between the American
people and their Government when things
are at their best here. And it’s been a labora-
tory for experimentation and solutions.

During my years with the DLC we really
tried to refine our philosophy of what it
would mean to take not only the Democratic
Party but the United States of America in
a new direction, to make our country work
again and to reward work and family, to en-
courage education and enterprise, to estab-
lish what I have often called a new covenant
with the American people: Creating oppor-

VerDate 04-MAY-98 15:31 May 07, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P18MY4.004 INET01



730 Apr. 30 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

tunity but demanding responsibility from all
so that once again we could be a true Amer-
ican community where we know and believe
and live as if we’re all in this together. This
group has conceived many of the ideas that
I’ve advocated since I’ve been in Washington
from setting a limit on welfare and putting
people to work to police reform and commu-
nity policing to rewarding work of low-in-
come working people by having an earned
income tax credit that would lift the working
poor with children out of poverty. So we
could say if you work 40 hours a week in
this country, you have a child in the house,
you ought not to be poor. These are the kinds
of things that this organization has done.
They helped to develop the idea I want to
talk to you today about that has so much to
do with the future of the young people here
and throughout our country: national service.
This is an organization about ideas.

Now in Washington, as you might imagine,
we don’t always agree with one another. And
that is good—that’s why we’ve got a system
where the Government’s divided up and we
have two parties and we have people fighting
all the time—as long as it’s about ideas. But
too often we’ve seen that the debate over
big ideas gets mired in petty politics. I know
one thing: The American people are tired of
gridlock and petty politics. If we’re going to
fight, they want us to fight over ideas and
the future of this country.

In the past 99 days we tried to address
the problems the American people told me
they wanted to be addressed. We focused
more than anything else on the economy,
passing the outline of a budget that will re-
duce the deficit by more than $500 billion,
increase investment in education and tech-
nologies and the things that will create the
economy of the 21st century that all of you
need so that you’ll have good and decent jobs
and a decent future laying the groundwork
for a more prosperous tomorrow.

Just in 100 days we’ve announced a policy
to help to convert the defense cutbacks and
the economic opportunities for people who
are losing their jobs because of the military
cutbacks; to take a new direction in tech-
nology to create more opportunities for our
people; to be more aggressive in preserving
the environment, but do it in a way that cre-

ates jobs, not a way that costs jobs; to have
a trade policy that will really reflect our com-
mon interest with other nations and expand-
ing jobs and opportunities everywhere.
We’ve begun the long-overdue renovation of
the American economic base. The question
now, unlike 100 days ago, the question is now
not whether we’re going to reduce the deficit
but how and how much. The question now
is not whether the Government will have a
new partnership with the private sector to
shape the economy but exactly what the de-
tails will be and how much our part will be.

We’ve also taken on the issue of health
care, something million of Americans cried
out for last year. I got a letter today from
a young woman I shook hands with whose—
literally, her life is on the line, and she cannot
get health insurance. It is wrong that in this
Nation—we are the only advanced country
in the world with 34 million people without
health insurance. It is wrong that millions of
Americans cannot change their jobs without
losing their health insurance because they or
a child or a spouse has been sick. It is wrong
that the price of health care goes up 2.5 times
the rate of inflation every year. And it is
wrong that we spend 30 percent more of our
income than any other country on Earth on
health care and have less to show for it. But
it is also wrong to assume that there is some
magic, quick answer. That’s why we’ve been
working with a task force headed by the First
Lady and over 400 people from all aspects
of health care to do something about this.

But now, for the American people the
issue is no longer whether we’re going to ad-
dress the health care crisis, whether we’re
going to provide security to hard-working
middle class Americans, whether we’re going
to cover the people who aren’t covered,
whether we’re going to control costs, but how
are we going to do it and how fast and when
are we going to begin. I hope the answer
is soon. And not too soon is soon enough
for me.

There was a lot of discussion last year
about how bad the Government was, and it
didn’t work, and it was bloated, it needed
a change. Look at the last 100 days: I’ve tried
to set an example by offering a budget to
reduce the White House staff by 25 percent;
by putting the lid on and reducing the Fed-
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eral bureaucratic expenses, the administra-
tive expenses of the Federal Government by
over $10 billion; by moving dramatically to
reduce the influence of special interests on
Executive Branch appointments by having
the toughest ethics laws and restrictions on
people becoming lobbyists for other interests
when they leave the payroll of the President
of the United States; by asking the Vice
President to share the most sweeping review
of the way the Federal Government works
in a generation, with a promise of real reform
and reinventing Government, something else
this organization has long believed in.

We are moving. And the Congress is mov-
ing to join. The Congress has voted to cut
the administrative costs of running the Con-
gress, something many of you never thought
you would see happen. They did that. The
House of Representatives voted yesterday to
give the President of the United States a
modified line-item veto, and I hope the Sen-
ate will follow their lead. I hope soon they
will send to my desk the motor voter bill
which will make it easier for young people
and other people to vote and participate in
their country’s political process. And there
will be campaign finance reform and lobby
reform legislation and a crime bill that will
put more police on the street and give us
the capacity we need to take our commu-
nities back. These things are going on. The
question is no longer whether we’re going
to reform the way Government works but
how fast and how much and how well. And
those are the right questions, my fellow
Americans, good questions to ask.

And now I come to the last, and in many
ways the most important issue that we have
tried to address—the economy, yes; health
care, yes; reform in the way the Government
works, yes—but also what about the Amer-
ican people. How can each American make
a contribution? How can each American do
the work that all Americans must, taking re-
sponsibility for himself or herself and grow-
ing up into a vibrant community? We have
tried to address those issues as well. The buzz
word now people use is empowerment. I
used to call it responsibility. I often have said,
and I want to reiterate today, the United
States Government cannot create an oppor-
tunity for anyone who will not be responsible

enough to seize it. Opportunity is a two-way
street and requires responsibility. That is the
only way we’ll ever rebuild the American
community.

In the days and months ahead, you will
see the Secretary of Education talk about his
remarkable education program to provide
tougher national standards in education but
also to give people at the grassroots level
more flexibility in making public education
work. You will see the Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development talk about how we can
empower even the poorest Americans to start
their own businesses, save their own money,
and take control of their own future. You will
see other people talking about how we can
reform the welfare system. All of these things
are at the core of the notion that we ought
to make it possible for every American to live
up to the fullest of his or her God-given abil-
ity. And that is what in the end national serv-
ice is all about: helping ourselves and helping
each other at the same time.

On this 100th day of my administration I
want to recommit myself and those who work
with me to the values that have made our
Nation without peer in all human history,
those of opportunity, responsibility, commu-
nity, and respect for one another. Today I
want to propose applying those values to a
revolution of opportunity for our hard-
pressed families and for those who have been
left out. As a first step we’re going to ease
the terms of college loans, helping students
from middle and lower-middle income fami-
lies to clear a major path to the American
dream, the path of higher education. In re-
turn we’ll demand responsibility from young
people. We’ll make it easier to borrow money
and much easier to pay it off, but this time
you have to pay it off. You can’t just default
on the loan. And we will also offer the young
people of America the opportunity of paying
their loans back by serving their communities
in a new program of national service.

In just a few days I will send to the Con-
gress two bills containing our proposals, first
to strengthen college opportunity and to es-
tablish national service. Together they will
revive America’s commitment to community
and make affordable the cost of a college
education for every American. It’s no secret
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that over the last 10 or 12 years the cost of
a college education is about the only essential
think that’s gone up even more rapidly than
health care costs. And middle class parents,
and even upper middle class parents, not to
mention lower income people, have borne
the burden, paying now about five percent
of median income just to put one child
through a 4 year in-State public college. It
costs an average of over $5,200 a year for
that education. That means families are de-
pleting savings and many students are faced
with cutting back to a part-time course load
or having to drop out simply because of the
cost of a college education. A college dropout
is now more than twice the high school drop-
out rate. We cannot afford that, and we can
do better.

I propose a new way to finance college for
millions of students who seek loans every
year. We call it an EXCEL account. With
it, students can repay the loans they take out
not with a percentage of the loan they bor-
rowed but with a percentage of their actual
earnings. Now think about that. For students
driven by debt into careers with high pay and
low satisfaction this can be very liberating.
Take a student torn, for example, between
pursuing a career in teaching and corporate
law. This student now can at least make the
career choice based on what he or she wants
to do and not the size of the outstanding stu-
dent loan, because we propose to let every-
body have the option of paying the student
loan back based on how much they earn not
just how much they owe. That is an incred-
ible incentive.

However, under the current system, as
many of you know, students faced with big
bills or just inconvenient responsibilities have
too often taken the irresponsible route and
defaulted on their loans or have been found
in default because they couldn’t find a job.
Often times there’s no serious effort to col-
lect the loan because the Government guar-
antees 90 percent of it. So if the bank makes
the loan, it costs more than 10 percent to
go collect it. What’s the result? The taxpayers
every year pay about $3 billion on other peo-
ple’s loans, money that could be spent on
your education, on the schools here, on the
future of the children here, just for bad loans.
It isn’t right.

Under our system, the Department of
Education would engage the Internal Reve-
nue Service. We would have the payroll
records. And you wouldn’t be able to beat
the bill because you would have to pay the
loan back as a percentage of your income,
if you choose, but you’d have to pay it be-
cause you pay taxes and because we have
your records and because you won’t be able
to get out of it. And that is the right thing
to do.

But these EXCEL accounts are just the
beginning. We hope they will lead more and
more Americans not only to seize the oppor-
tunity of a college education and to exert a
stronger sense of responsibility but also to
seek to serve their communities through a
program of national service. It was Thomas
Jefferson who first told the American people
in essence that the more you know, the more
you owe. In his words, and I quote, ‘‘A debt
of service is due from every man to his coun-
try proportioned to the bounties which na-
ture and fortune have measured to him.’’
This statement reminds us that values never
go out of fashion, that civic responsibility is
as good for democracy today as it was when
Thomas Jefferson said that, and that if you
really want to be the best citizen of your
country, you have to give something back to
your country. With national service, we can
literally open a new world to a new genera-
tion of Americans where higher learning goes
hand-in-hand with the higher purpose of ad-
dressing our unmet needs, our educational,
our social, our environmental needs, to se-
cure the future that we all will share. Na-
tional service will mark the start of a new
era for America in which every citizen, every
one of you, can become an agent of change
armed with the knowledge and experience
that a college education brings, and ready to
transform the world in which we live, city
by city, community by community, block by
block. I say to you, we need you.

You know, there’s a lot of talk in America
today, and I spend hours every week worry-
ing about the effect that automation and
technology is having on employment. In-
deed, as we see the productivity of American
enterprises rise, their need for workers goes
down because they can do more with com-
putes that they used to do with people. So
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people ask me all the time, where will we
find the jobs for this new generation of
Americans? How can we drive this unem-
ployment rate down? But if you look around
this country at all the human problems, all
the homeless people, all the environmental
waste dumps in our cities and our rural areas,
all the problems that we’ve got in every com-
munity in America, and see all the kids that
are in trouble—15 million of them at risk
and needing somebody to pay attention to—
you know where the work needs to be.

Late last night when I was preparing to
come down here, I took a little time off at
my desk and I read the letters that my staff
had given me. And I got a letter from a
woman who grew up with me. I’ve known
here since we were in grade school. In this
letter she said, ‘‘You know, someone asked
me a couple of days ago: How are we going
to save all these kids in this country that are
in trouble?’’ And she said, ‘‘Without even
thinking, I blurted out, the same way we lost
them, one at a time.’’ And so today my fellow
Americans, I issue a call to national service,
to Americans young and old, Democrats and
Republicans, white, black, Hispanic, Asian
and you name it, all of us that make up this
great Nation. I call you to national service
because it is only that together we can ad-
vance a tradition rooted in our people’s his-
tory, helping our people to help themselves.
And with national service we can rejoin the
citizens in communities of this country,
bonding each to the other with the glue of
common purpose and real patriotism.

We have many young people here today,
students of this place of higher learning
where we’re gathered. In you I know I see
the builders of tomorrow. And I say to you,
as good as the education is here and at the
other great institutions represented here
today and all across America, the power of
academic learning is incomplete unless every
American can share in it. That is the only
way we can lift our whole country up. I say
to you further that our country needs you.
We need your knowledge and your initiative
and your energy. We need you because you
are still stripped and free of the cynicism that
has paralyzed too many of your parents and
your grandparents, and led us to spend too
much time talking about what we can’t do

instead of seizing what we can. You are not
afflicted by that, and I pray you never will
be.

We need to make sure that we can use
your energies and your talents. One way is
by making sure that the low wages that public
service often offers won’t be a route to the
poorhouse for someone with college loans.
As I said, we’re going to make it easier for
you to pay off your college loan. But also,
if you engage in national service, we’ll make
it easier for you to pay off a college debt
or to earn credits toward it before you go
to college, or while you’re in college.

For each term of service, 1 or 2 years, par-
ticipants in national service programs will re-
ceive benefits that can be used toward past,
present, or future obligations, whether for
college or advanced job training. You can get
a college education and, in addition, through
service, perhaps the best experience of your
life. That’s a pretty good investment.

I’ve talked a lot about the students here.
And they do play a large part in this plan,
but they’re not alone. Here in New Orleans
many of you already know what it means to
make a difference in your community be-
cause you’ve just been doing that for a long
time. And I’m very proud, as I said. I’m going
to get another cheer about this, but one of
the models that I had a little something to
do with is the Delta Service Corps, and I
appreciate what they’re doing. [Applause]

There are people here working to restore
housing. There are people here working in
other ways. I just want to mention three:
Lawrence Williams, a team leader in the
Corps who has helped to restore housing for
low-income people with the local Habitat for
Humanity Project; Jane Sullivan, a retired
public schoolteacher and a former VISTA
volunteer who helps rural communities gain
better access to health care, housing, and
other assistance; and a young person I met
just a few moments ago, Parris Moore-
Brown, who works with parents in housing
programs for drug awareness outreach and
now plans to work with the physically chal-
lenged. She says that she has no tolerance
for self-pity, and she lives what she preaches.
She hasn’t been slowed by what her birth
dealt her, a brittle bone disorder that has left
her as an adult, and by her own measure,
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4 feet, 21⁄4 inches tall. Where are you? Stand
up on here so we can see you. After my meet-
ing with her and the other young people
today, I’d say she stands about 10 feet tall
in America today. There are tens of thou-
sands of people like Parris and Jane and Law-
rence and those of you who are here with
these service programs who are dying to be
called to a new season of service, and we
want to do that.

Another part of our plan is to build on
the National and Community Service Act
that was passed in 1990, and the already
flourishing programs that are started and up
and going in every State in this country. Na-
tional service is not going to be a Federal
bureaucracy; it’s going to operate at the
grassroots with the real problems of real peo-
ple and with the programs that work today.
It will be locally driven because I trust the
communities in this country to make deci-
sions for themselves.

I also want to say that while we want very
much to have young people in this program
who are working toward earning credits for
college or paying their college loans off
through national service, we need so many
other people in service projects. We need our
older people who never will go back to col-
lege but have a lifetime of experience and
energy to give to the young people of this
country. We need young people who may not
be old enough to drive a car or to qualify
for this program but can have a dramatic im-
pact on fellow students by helping them learn
better study habits or just keeping them out
of trouble. I’ve learned already that, as the
parent of a teenager, that the peers can have
a big impact on the shape and quality of a
child’s life. Even a child can serve in pro-
grams that now begin as early as kinder-
garten. We have no upper age limit in Amer-
ica, or lower age limit for being a good public
servant.

To be successful, this national program will
need the broad-based support of all the
American people. Parents and children,
churches and synagogues, colleges and uni-
versities and the potential providers and the
beneficiaries of our services. In this vision
of national service, everyone is a partner. And
that includes, of course, the business com-
munity in this country. We need businesses

to contribute to the effort, to match Federal
money and local programs and to contribute
at the national level, helping to make sure
that the programs we choose are good ones
indeed.

What will set this legislation apart from
other similar efforts in the past that rewarded
service to our country is that it will totally
eliminate the Federal Government bureauc-
racy. And believe me, no one will miss that.
We’re going to set up a national service cor-
poration that will run like a big venture cap-
ital outfit not like a bureaucracy. And com-
munities, as I said, will have the flexibility
to make their own programs work. I think
that I’ve seen enough today and I’ve heard
enough of your applause to know that the
American people are hungry for a chance to
serve their country and to reap the rewards
of civic pride and education in the process.

In answering this call our people are fol-
lowing a proud history. More than a century
ago President Abraham Lincoln signed the
Homestead Act, and the frontier of this coun-
try was settled by countless families who took
up the challenge in exchange for 100 acres
to call their own. In the 1930’s President
Roosevelt enlisted millions of young people
to restore the environment through the Civil-
ian Conservation Corps. FDR gave others a
chance to support themselves through the
buildings made possible by the Works
Project Administration. I was in the United
States Justice Department just yesterday, a
building built in 1934 by people who were
giving service to their country, and it’s still
a beautiful monument to the legacy of that
kind of service. The parents of the baby
boom had the GI bill, which was one of the
best investments our Government ever
made. A generation ago, the young people
of my generation saw suffering in Latin
America, Asia, and Africa, and many rushed
to the challenge laid down by President Ken-
nedy when he created the Peace Corps,
which became our country’s greatest ambas-
sador, building bridges of understanding to
far off cultures. And now, three decades
later, a challenge has been presented to all
of you, a new challenge and an old one, as
old as America and as new as your future.

A year ago when the Democratic Leader-
ship Council met in New Orleans, I asked
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the following question: I said, I want you to
think about what kind of citizens you’re going
to be—[inaudible]—administration that this
was the day the American people were em-
powered to renew their Nation and their
communities, to seize a better future for
themselves, and to help all of us to be what
the—[inaudible]—out of helping our fellow
citizens and ourselves to become what we
ought to be, this country will be all right.

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Health and Physical Education Center at the uni-
versity. In his remarks, he referred to Gregory
O’Brien, Chancellor of the University of New Or-
leans. This item was not received in time for publi-
cation in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 6554—National Arbor
Day, 1993
April 30, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
It is proper that we celebrate America’s

forests, which provide us with a link to our
past, a thriving ecosystem, and indispensable
resources that are vital to our economy.

Trees are one of the symbols of our cul-
ture. Our forebears explored America’s for-
ests; lived, hunted, and fought in them; and
celebrated them in art, music, folktales, and
literature. Our traditions speak of the Tree
of Life, just as Thomas Paine spoke of the
Tree of Liberty. Paul Bunyan and Babe made
their living in the forest, and Huck Finn used
trees to make his wooden raft to ride down
the Mississippi River on his great American
adventure. Today, a walk through the woods
or a city park reminds us of our country’s
special ties to the land we inherited.

Our trees are valuable protectors of our
ecosystem. They provide a thriving habitat
for animal and plant life; their roots curb soil
erosion; their leaves freshen our air by pro-
viding oxygen; and their branches shelter us
from the sun and the wind.

On Arbor Day, we also recognize those
whose lives and livelihoods are intertwined

with our forests. Generations of Americans
have depended on forests for the lumber to
build houses and the fuel to heat their
homes. Many Americans continue to harvest
lumber and produce wood products, for-
esters help us manage our forests wisely, and
civic associations help ensure the preserva-
tion of our woodlands.

Despite the critical importance of our for-
ests, we have not always been diligent stew-
ards of our inheritance. Not long after the
Civil War, our ancestors realized that the
need for wood products was placing too great
a demand on our forests. And in 1872, con-
cerned residents of the State of Nebraska
came together on the first Arbor Day to look
to the future and preserve America’s forests
for our generation and the ones yet to come.
As we approach the 21st century, we must
rededicate ourselves to a forest policy that
sustains a strong forest economy and a
healthy ecosystem.

Arbor Day is commemorated with an ac-
tivity in which every American can take part:
the planting of a tree—in a backyard, in a
park, or on a mountainside. Each new sapling
planted today connects us to our parks and
wilderness areas here at home, as well as to
the tropical forests and wetlands around the
world. We must ensure that our children and
their descendants have just as much to cele-
brate on Arbor Day 100 years from now.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution
127, has designated the last Friday in April
as ‘‘National Arbor Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim April 30, 1993, as Na-
tional Arbor Day. I call upon the people of
the United States to observe this day with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:19 a.m., May 3, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 4.

Proclamation 6555—Law Day,
U.S.A., 1993
April 30, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Ours is a Nation of laws, united not just

by a common language and culture, but by
a unique devotion to and belief in a national
common law: our Constitution.

On Law Day, we celebrate our Constitu-
tion and all of the legal institutions that flow
from it. Though often thought of as the prov-
ince of lawyers, we must never forget that
these laws and institutions were created not
just by lawyers, but also by farmers and archi-
tects; businesspeople and laborers; doctors,
ranchers, merchants, and machinists. The
protection under our laws is the birthright
of all Americans, the great inheritance we
have received from those who have come be-
fore.

In times past, not all Americans have
shared in the rights secured by our laws.
Courageous and visionary men and women
devoted their lives—and sometimes sac-
rificed them—because they believed that
none of us can enjoy the blessings of liberty
unless all of us do. To the people who con-
tinue to give of themselves each day to this
pursuit goes my highest tribute on this Law
Day.

Today, as a lawyer and as President, I chal-
lenge the members of America’s legal profes-
sion to devote themselves to the great causes
and the great challenges before us as a Na-
tion. As did your predecessors, you must be
the leaders in the struggle to promote equal-
ity in our society and justice in our courts.
Just as our laws are meant to benefit us all,
the practice of law cannot be conducted for
private benefit alone. I call on all lawyers to
make a commitment to public service and
civic affairs. This is the heritage of our pro-

fession, and a duty arising from the privilege
bestowed upon us as lawyers.

On Law Day, I want to reiterate the com-
mitment of my Administration to the rule of
law, both here at home and around the
world. My Administration will work hard to
improve the quality of justice in our courts
by selecting the very best men and women
to serve as Federal judges. We will dedicate
ourselves to promoting justice in our commu-
nities by launching new and innovative meas-
ures to combat crime and ensure public safe-
ty. We will pledge to advance justice in our
society by reinvigorating our civil rights laws
and our application of them.

We will strive to strengthen our families
by increasing enforcement of our child sup-
port laws; to strengthen our environment by
demanding that polluters pay for the harm
that they cause; to strengthen our economy
by ensuring that all persons have an equal
right to opportunity and employment. In all
of these endeavors, our laws will play a criti-
cal role.

On this day, we cannot ignore the criti-
cisms aimed at our legal system and the calls
for changes in it. I share the view that our
legal system needs reform. But even as we
undertake these reforms, we should never
forget that it is our legal system that is the
envy of the world. As the nations around the
globe emerge from the long, dark days of
the past into the new light of freedom, it is
to our laws, our courts, our private bars—
our legal institutions—that they look for in-
spiration. This should be a source of enor-
mous pride for all lawyers and for all Ameri-
cans.

From the days of our Nation’s founding,
the torch of freedom has been passed from
one generation to the next. Today we hold
it higher, and it burns more brightly than
ever. Democracies around the world, new
and old, look to us to lead the way. The law
of our land stands as a beacon of hope for
these people and for those still yearning to
be free.

The turmoil in various parts of the world
attests to the need to promote respect for
international law and to strengthen inter-
national institutions for the protection of
international peace and security and of
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human rights. My Administration will also
pursue those objectives.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with Public Law 87–20 of April
7, 1961, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1993,
as ‘‘Law Day, U.S.A.’’ I urge the people of
the United States to use this occasion to re-
flect on our heritage of freedom, to familiar-
ize themselves with their rights and respon-
sibilities, and to aid others seeking to affirm
their rights under law.

I call upon the legal profession, civic asso-
ciations, educators, librarians, public officials,
and the media to promote the observance
of this day through appropriate programs and
activities. I also call upon public officials to
display the flag of the United States on all
government buildings on Law Day, U.S.A.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:20 a.m., May 3, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 4.

Nomination of Ben Erdreich To Be
Chairman of the Merit Systems
Protection Board
April 30, 1993

The President today declared his intention
to nominate former Alabama Congressman
Ben Erdreich as a member and Chairman
of the Merit System Protection Board.

‘‘I have full confidence Ben Erdreich will
serve with distinction and dedication at the
helm of the Merit Systems Protection
Board,’’ the President said.

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s Radio Address
May 1, 1993

Good morning. It’s the first day of May,
and for many of our high school seniors it’s
time to begin thinking about their last final
exams, packing up their rooms, and setting
out on the adventures that will come in the
next stage of their lives. Whether they are
heading to college or looking for their first
jobs, these students are getting ready to cross
a threshold that will shape them and their
futures as people and citizens.

All of us have a big stake in whether these
young people have opportunities for success.
The great promise of American life has al-
ways been expanding opportunities for each
succeeding generation, opportunities for
education, for employment, for home owner-
ship, for good health care for all those willing
to work hard and play by the rules. I am
determined that we won’t ever lose that
promise of American life.

I sought this Office because the dreams
of working Americans were in deep danger.
And I promised all of you that I would work
my heart out to restore them. All the work
we do in this administration springs from that
determination and is rooted in our values,
the values that have strengthened our fami-
lies and given generations of Americans
brighter futures than their parents, values
that have made this Nation without peer,
those of opportunity, responsibility, and com-
munity. With them, we propose putting Gov-
ernment back on the side of America’s hard-
pressed families.

In the first 100 days of this administration
we’ve tried to do that. We’ve worked hard
to cut the big Government deficit, and inter-
est rates are down, enabling millions of
Americans to refinance their homes and get
interest rates lower in business and consumer
loans. We’ve made a long-term commitment
to invest in jobs and education and tech-
nology. We’ve begun to reform the Govern-
ment by cutting unnecessary spending and
having tougher lobbying rules and moving to
reinvent the whole way Government oper-
ates. And of course, we’re facing the big crisis
of health care, trying to guarantee security
to all Americans and control costs so that we
can move forward with the kind of basic
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health care that other people in other coun-
tries take for granted but that threatens to
bankrupt America.

In addition to that, I am determined to
open the doors of college education and to
give American students the opportunity to
pay for it through a program of national serv-
ice. In the last several years, the cost of a
college education has become more impor-
tant than ever before. And yet, those costs
have gone up more than any other basic in
American life, including health care. We’ve
simply got to do something for all these high
school seniors and all those coming along be-
hind them to open the doors of college edu-
cation and to help those now in college to
stay in and to succeed.

As a first step, I will ask Congress to ap-
prove legislation changing the terms of col-
lege loans. By giving our students a new way
to finance college, we will be able to ensure
that many more go and stay. This new meth-
od will be called an EXCEL account. With
it, students will be able to repay the loans
on a schedule based on a percentage of their
future earnings and not just on the amount
they borrow, as is the case today. This will
be nothing less than liberating for many stu-
dents who drop out of college because of fi-
nancial strains or who graduate with big
debts and then feel driven into careers with
higher pay but lower satisfaction. A student
torn between pursuing a career in teaching
or corporate law, for example, will be able
to make a career choice based on what he
or she wants to do, not how much he or she
can earn to pay off college debt.

Another problem with the current student
loan system is that far too many students de-
fault on their loans, costing taxpayers billions
of dollars a year and adding to our deficit.
Giving students the chance to pay their loans
back as a small percentage of their incomes
will reduce the default rate by making it pos-
sible for more students to repay. But we’re
also going to make it tougher for those who
can repay the loans to avoid doing it by in-
volving the IRS in the collection process so
that those who work and pay taxes must also
repay their loans. With this new opportunity
must come new responsibility.

But these EXCEL accounts are just the
beginning. I also want to give tens of thou-
sands of young people the chance to pay for
part of their college education or advanced
job training through a program of national
service. With national service, we can open
a new world to a new generation, one where
higher learning goes hand-in-hand with a
higher purpose of addressing our Nation’s
unmet needs, educational, social, and envi-
ronmental. Things that will secure the future,
we will all share together.

Americans, without regard to age, will be
able to earn credit against college costs be-
fore, during, or after college by working as
tutors for children, volunteers at hospitals,
as public safety officers, or in countless other
grassroots community efforts that are work-
ing all across America today but need more
help. College graduates can repay a portion
of their loans by working as teachers or police
officers in underserved areas. National serv-
ice will mark the start of a new era for Amer-
ica, one in which every citizen can become
an agent of change, armed with the knowl-
edge and experience that a college education
brings and ready to transform the world in
which we live, city by city, community by
community, block by block, person by per-
son. National service will operate at the level
Americans know best, the grassroots. Its pro-
grams will be locally driven, because we trust
communities to know what works. And this
program is designed and will succeed without
a traditional Washington bureaucracy. And
believe me, no one will miss that.

Expanding opportunity, restoring respon-
sibility, reviving our sense of community:
these are the values that have always made
our country strong. America has always suc-
ceeded when we’ve understood that we’re all
in this together. With national service, Amer-
icans can help themselves by helping each
other. It’s the best investment we could ever
make in our future.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.
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Proclamation 6556—Loyalty Day,
1993
May 1, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
‘‘Loyalty Day’’ is an occasion on which we

reaffirm our allegiance to our country and
our devotion to the ideals on which it was
founded. Our government ‘‘by the people’’
respects and protects the natural rights and
freedoms of all citizens, without favor, and
deserves our abiding fidelity.

For more than 200 years, people from
around the world have immigrated to Amer-
ica, bringing their dreams and aspirations to
a country that prides itself on its democratic
ideals. There is no greater testament to the
success of our system of governance than
people’s desire to be a part of the great
American experiment. Our Founders de-
signed that system on the principles of indi-
vidual liberties and rights of self-determina-
tion. Our Nation stands as a beacon of hope
for all those who embrace these ideas.

Generations of Americans have dem-
onstrated loyalty and devotion to their coun-
try and have gone to great lengths to preserve
their freedom. Many have fought and died
so that future generations could continue the
proud traditions of our Nation. To acknowl-
edge this loyalty and love of country, the
Congress, by a joint resolution approved July
18, 1958 (72 Stat. 369; 36 U.S.C. 162), has
designated May 1 of each year as ‘‘Loyalty
Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1, 1993, as Loyalty
Day. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities, including public recitation of the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the
United States. I also call upon government
officials to display the flag on all government
buildings and grounds on this day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the

United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:21 a.m., May 3, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 4.

Statement on the Death of President
Ranasinghe Premadasa of Sri Lanka
May 1, 1993

I am outraged by the assassination of Presi-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa of Sri Lanka. I
condemn this brutal act of terrorism.

President Premadasa served his country
with great distinction. As Prime Minister and
then as President, he worked tirelessly to
promote his country’s development and raise
the standard of living of all Sri Lankans. His
efforts made a real difference to his fellow
citizens.

I hope that the people of Sri Lanka will
join together at this difficult time to renew
their commitment to the fight against terror-
ism and to underscore their support for their
democratic institutions.

Hillary and I wish to extend the sympathy
of the American people to the people of Sri
Lanka at the loss of their leader. We send
our sincere condolences to the family of
President Premadasa at this tragic time.

Statement on the Prospects for Peace
in Bosnia
May 2, 1993

The developments in the Vance-Owen
process are a positive step, but we have yet
to determine whether the Serbs are serious
about peace. We will make that judgment
based upon their actions on the ground in
Bosnia. As Lord Owen said this morning,
‘‘We still have a long way to go.’’

Other agreements in this protracted war
have raised hopes but not changed behavior.
We will judge intentions by actions. Accord-

VerDate 04-MAY-98 15:31 May 07, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P18MY4.004 INET01



740 May 2 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

ingly, I have instructed Secretary Chris-
topher to continue as planned with his con-
sultations through Europe on the measures
we will take if the Serbs do not act in good
faith.

I have spoken in the past 2 days with a
number of congressional leaders as well as
President Yeltsin, Prime Minister Major,
Chancellor Kohl, President Mitterrand,
Prime Minister Mulroney, and Prime Min-
ister-designate Ciampi. I will continue such
consultations.

We all hope for a true and just peace in
Bosnia. It must include not only the provi-
sions of peace on paper but also the practices
of peace on the ground.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Governor Chris Patten
of Hong Kong
May 3, 1993

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, do you expect the Serbs

to keep their word——
The President. The what?
Q. ——the Bosnian Serbs? Do you trust

the Serbs at this point?
The President. Well, I want to reiterate

what we’ve already said. I want to evaluate
them by their actions. We’ll see what they
do. I hope the Serbian Assembly will support
the decision to sign onto Vance-Owen, and
we’ll just see. We’ll just have to measure it
as we go along.

Q. Mr. President, are you still committed,
as you said, to sending in ground troops to
help enforce the peace if it does hold? Would
there be American participation in a peace-
keeping mission?

The President. We said several weeks ago
that the United States would be prepared to
support a United Nations effort, heavily en-
gaged in by the Europeans, to help to enforce
a peace if a peace was made that we would
have no interest in. We were not interested
in sending soldiers in there into combat, into
a fighting situation but that we thought there
would have to be a peacekeeping force there
and that we would be prepared to participate.

Q. Well, if this peace holds, then, if Vance-
Owen holds, you’ve got 10 provinces,
wouldn’t that be a very difficult and dan-
gerous mission for American and United Na-
tions forces?

The President. No, it depends entirely on
what happens between now and then. And
before I agree to put one American soldier
there, we’re going to watch events, and I will
obviously speak not only to you but directly
to the American people about it.

Q. How many do you contemplate sending
in?

The President. I think it’s very important
now to point out—let me just restate what’s
at stake here—there has been enormous loss
of life under especially brutal conditions
there. And it is a very politically unstable part
of the world, which has significant potential
for a wider war.

So the United States has tried to work with
our allies—Secretary Christopher, as you
know, is on this mission now—in an attempt
to get the parties together so that we can
present a united front and so that we can
keep the pressure up to end the killing but
also to stop the prospect of a much wider
war, which could cause much more trouble,
much more instability. But there has been
at this point no decision made on any of that,
and I would not make any such decisions
without further consultation with the Con-
gress and discussing it directly with the
American people.

Q. Why don’t the allies agree with you?
Q. Are you getting cooperation from the

allies——
The President. So far, the meetings are

going great.
Q. Have you talked to Christopher?
The President. I have. I talked to him

twice yesterday—talked to him twice.
Q. You mean, they have signed on your

policy?
The President. I talked to Christopher,

Prime Minister Major, President Mitterrand,
the Prime Minister-designate of Italy, to
President Yeltsin, and to Chancellor Kohl.
I’ve talked to a lot of people.

Q. And they all agree——
The President. ——Prime Minister

Mulroney. We have agreed that we’re going
to keep the pressure up and have a united
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front and move forward, and we’re develop-
ing a policy now.

Q. Mr. President, can we ask you a ques-
tion about——

The President. Sure.

Chinese Democracy Initiative
Q. ——we’re just trying find out—the

Governor will be here to ask you not to renew
MFN with conditions. You have said that you
will have some conditions. Can you have any
kind of a compromise here? And the other
question was, if you do support the Gov-
ernor’s proposals, do you think that will upset
the Chinese?

The President. Well, let me answer the
first question first. We obviously hope that
we can maintain the maximum good relation-
ship with the Chinese. I have no interest in
trying to isolate them. I’m encouraged by the
successes of their economic reforms. And
that’s got to be in the interest of the whole
world if it is accompanied with responsible
behavior and respect for human rights and
movement toward a more democratic soci-
ety. There has been some encouraging news
in China on a number of fronts in the last
few weeks. I still think that more needs to
be done. And I’m hopeful that it will be. But
we’re not in the position to say finally what
the condition of our relations will be—and
next month when the time runs out because
it’s an evolving situation.

And secondly, I just have to say that I think
that the democracy initiative in Hong Kong
is a good thing. And I’m encouraged that the
parties have agreed to talk about it. And it’s
one of the world’s most vibrant, thriving im-
portant cities. It is an incredible center of
commerce and haven of opportunity for mil-
lions of people who literally have—many of
them have not a thing but the clothes on their
back when they came there. And I think the
idea of trying to keep it an open and free
society after 1997 is in the best interest of
the Chinese. I think it’s clearly in the best
interest of the Chinese. So I think this initia-
tive is well-founded, and I support it. I hope
it doesn’t offend anybody, but how can the
United States be against democracy? That’s
our job; get out there and promote it.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:31 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not

available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks on Signing the Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month
Proclamation
May 3, 1993

Thank you very much. Let me begin by
extending a warm welcome to all of you, es-
pecially those who have traveled very great
distances, as many of you have, to help cele-
brate Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month.

I’m pleased to be joined on the stage by
Senator Dan Akaka, with whom I played golf
last weekend, less well than he did I might
add; and Representatives Bob Matsui, Norm
Mineta, Robert Underwood, Patsy Mink, Eni
Faleomavaega—did I do a good job? Pretty
good—and Jay Kim. And let us also honor
the memory of the late Senator Spark Matsu-
naga, who left such a wonderful legacy as
a true friend of the Asian Pacific community.

My campaign and my administration have
gained so much from the talents of Asian Pa-
cific Americans, and I’d like to recognize just
a few of them: Barbara Chow, my Special
Assistant for Legislative Affairs; Neil Dhillon,
at the Department of Transportation; Atul
Gawande, who has been working on the
Health Care Task Force; Maria Haley on our
personal staff; Goody Marshall with the Vice
President’s staff; Doris Matsui in Public Liai-
son who did such a wonderful job with this
event; Shirley Sagawa in Legislative Affairs;
Debra Shon at the United States Trade Rep-
resentative’s Office; Melinda Yee at the De-
partment of Commerce; and many others
who are an essential part of our efforts every
day.

Fifteen years ago, Representative Frank
Horton introduced the first resolution pro-
claiming Asian Pacific American Heritage
Week, honoring the significant contributions
of Asian Pacific Americans in all walks of life.
In 1990, Congress designated and President
Bush proclaimed the month of May as Asian
Pacific Heritage Month. And last year, with
the help of Representative Horton and 106
of his colleagues, the designation of May as
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Asian Pacific Heritage Month each year be-
came the law of the land.

The month of May was chosen because
of its significance to Asian Pacific American
history. In the first week of May in 1843,
the first Japanese arrived in America. And
on May 10, 1869, Golden Spike Day, the
Transcontinental Railroad, built partly with
Chinese labor, was completed. Today, 150
years after these historic events, nearly 8 mil-
lion Asian Pacific Americans can trace their
roots to Asia and the islands of the Pacific.

It is astonishing to realize the breadth of
diversity among Americans of Asian Pacific
heritage. The Asian Pacific community
stretches across thousands of miles and en-
compasses millions of diverse people. In our
country the Asian Pacific American commu-
nity can trace its roots to at least 25 different
nationalities, more than 75 different lan-
guages, and literally hundreds of different
ethnic groups. Now, that’s diversity.

And still Asian Pacific Americans have
something in common and something to
emulate, a commitment to strong families,
to community, and to instilling in each new
generation a respect for educational oppor-
tunity and hard work. These values have
been an essential part of success in achieving
the American dream, as so many Asian Pa-
cific Americans know.

And while we realize all the rich opportu-
nities America has given to all our people,
we are aware also of how much Asian Pacific
Americans have given back to this country.
Immigrants from Asia and the Pacific helped
build our country. Today their descendants
are making us even better. They are promi-
nent among our scientists, artists, doctors,
teachers, and other professionals who have
enriched the lives of all of us in America.

I want to talk for a moment about the im-
portance of education. The Asian Pacific
community has demonstrated that a commit-
ment to education is truly the key to
bettering our lives. Among Asian Pacific
Americans 25 years old and over, 82 percent
have had 4 years of high school or more; 39
percent have completed 4 years of college
or more. For individuals, education is the key
to economic parity and social mobility. But
for America, it is the key to our strength and
our competitiveness in the global economy.

I want to thank you all again for coming
here today to recognize all the achievements
and the contributions that Asian Pacific
Americans have made to this great Nation.
I hope that we can continue to come together
as we have today to rejoice in our diversity
as we renew the bonds of community that
bring all Americans together. I believe that
if we embrace those things which we share,
if we embrace our common values and our
common goals, we strengthen ourselves, our
community, and our democracy, and we
make ourselves free to celebrate the richness
of our diversity.

Therefore, it is with great pride and admi-
ration that I take this opportunity, my first
one, to sign the proclamation proclaiming
this Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Proclamation 6557—Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month
May 3, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This month we honor the heritage and his-

tory of Asian and Pacific Americans and the
contributions they have made to our country:
to its economic development, its cultural
wealth, its scientific and medical achieve-
ments, its institutes of education, and its gov-
ernment. As we celebrate the diversity of our
people and their heritage, we remember that
we are one Nation, united in a common quest
for freedom and dignity.

Traders from the Asia-Pacific region
reached North America as early as the 16th
century, but the first significant wave of im-
migration began during the late 1800s. From
China, Japan, Korea, the Philippines, and the
Indian subcontinent they came and found
work in America: as miners, railroad workers,
farmers, and merchants. These settlers and
their children preserved the rich legacy of
their homelands while also learning the his-
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tory of our Nation and embracing the tradi-
tions that define it.

While they found many opportunities in
America, immigrants from the Asia-Pacific
region also were victims of discrimination.
Some were denied the right to buy land or
become naturalized citizens solely because of
their ethnic origin. Such prejudice often led
to segregated community structures. Once
thought of as ghettos, these neighborhoods
are now vibrant cultural assets and magnets
for tourism and trade in the cities of which
they are a part.

America has made great progress in ad-
vancing civil rights since the days when Asian
workers were exploited and labored under
crushing hardship. A second significant wave
of immigration brought doctors, nurses, engi-
neers, musicians, scientists, and other profes-
sionals. Now-familiar names like Yo Yo Ma,
Midori, Seiji Ozawa, Amy Tan, Michael
Chang, and Kristi Yamaguchi today symbol-
ize the rich heritage that Asian and Pacific
Americans have added to our culture.

Today Asian and Pacific Americans rep-
resent a large portion of our population. The
region from which they migrated is now one
of the world’s most dynamic areas of eco-
nomic growth. America’s trade with Asian
and Pacific countries totals more than $300
billion, a greater amount than any other re-
gion in the world. The United States main-
tains alliances with countries from the Pacific
such as Japan, Korea, the Philippines, and
Thailand. We will continue to promote eco-
nomic cooperation and the expansion of free
markets there. The security of our allies and
the advancement of human rights in Asia and
the Pacific benefit both our country and the
countries of that region.

America is an ongoing experiment, an un-
finished work. It is important that we contin-
ually strive to fulfill the ideals that attracted
the Asian/Pacific peoples and other immi-
grants to our shores. The next century will
present many challenges, but the ethnic di-
versity that binds us as a Nation will provide
us with the energy and hope we need to build
a more peaceful and more prosperous world.
To honor the achievements of Asian/Pacific
Americans and to recognize their contribu-
tions to our Nation, the Congress, by Public
Law 102–450, has designated the month of

May of each year as ‘‘Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the month of May 1993
as Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.
I call upon the people of the United States
to observe this occasion with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities. I also
call upon all Americans to rededicate them-
selves to the principles of inclusion, mutual
respect, and social justice.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:41 a.m., May 4, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 5.

Memorandum on Funding for
Sanctions Against Serbia and
Montenegro
May 3, 1993

Presidential Determination No. 93–20

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Transfer of $5 Million in FY 1993
Foreign Military Financing Funds to the
Peacekeeping Operations Account for
Enforcement of Sanctions Against Serbia and
Montenegro

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 610(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby
determine that it is necessary for the pur-
poses of the Act that $5 million of funds
made available for section 23 of the Arms
Export Control Act for fiscal year 1993 for
the cost of direct loans be transferred to, and
consolidated with, funds made available for
section 551 of the Act.

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 614(a)(1) of the Act, I hereby deter-
mine that it is important to the security inter-
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ests of the United States to furnish $5 million
for assistance for sanctions enforcement
against Serbia and Montenegro without re-
gard to any provision of law within the scope
of section 614(a)(1), including section 660 of
the Act. I hereby authorize the furnishing of
such assistance.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination immediately to the
Congress and to publish it in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

Nominations for Three
Ambassadorial Posts
May 3, 1993

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Laurence E. Pope II to be
Ambassador to the Republic of Chad, Joseph
A. Saloom to be Ambassador to the Republic
of Guinea, and Steven E. Steiner to be U.S.
Representative to the START Joint Compli-
ance and Inspection Commission with the
rank of Ambassador. All three are career
members of the U.S. Foreign Service.

‘‘These three individuals will be excellent
representatives of the United States and its
interests,’’ said the President. ‘‘They have
served their country well throughout their
careers, and I have confidence that they will
continue to do so.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks in a Teleconference on
Empowerment Zones and an
Exchange With Reporters
May 4, 1993

The President. So we’ve got L.A., Ken-
tucky, Chicago, Baltimore, York, and New
York.

Q. Sounds like a good lineup.
The President. Sounds like a good lineup

to me. I want to thank you all for joining
me today. As you know, I have a new pro-
posal we’re going to be discussing this morn-
ing that I believe is a fundamental departure
from traditional programs offered by Demo-
cratic administrations and fundamentally dif-

ferent from the previous enterprise zone pro-
posals offered by recent Republican adminis-
trations.

All of you represent areas of the country
that, while unique, are each joined together
by a common need. The economic potential
of your areas, like other urban and rural com-
munities, is still stifled because you lack the
investment capital you need and a com-
prehensive strategy for jobs and growth.
What we want to do is to help you to revive
your communities economically. And our
proposals for empowerment zones and enter-
prise neighborhoods we believe is the right
way to begin.

Federal aid to these areas is certainly not
new, but in the past it hasn’t always worked.
There has often been no coordinated strategy
for using the Federal money. Your growth
has been restrained by a maze of Federal
regulations and the need to appeal to an array
of Federal Agencies. And these factors have
contributed to an unwillingness on the part
of too many companies to invest in your
areas.

We’re trying to change all of that. We
begin with a challenge: Under our program
not a single dollar will go out without a co-
ordinated strategy developed at the grass-
roots level. Yet your communities enjoy im-
mense and committed talent at that level.
Our plan proposes a partnership between
local organizations so that they can coordi-
nate the use of Federal, State, and local re-
sources.

I know that your areas need investment
capital, both public and private. Our proposal
provides targeted investment incentives to
draw investment dollars into distressed urban
and rural communities. Your areas deal with
a confusing maze of Agencies and regula-
tions. This proposal features a single point
of contact so that the Federal Government
contributes to rather than stifles the rebirth
of your communities. We’re going to stream-
line regulations, rules, and paperwork so that
we reward initiative at the local level.

These are innovations and new ap-
proaches. They’re going to result in new eco-
nomic growth, opportunity, and hope in areas
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long denied their piece of the American
dream. And just as your local communities
will have a chance to participate in the plan-
ning of their economic revival, we also want
to offer you a chance now to discuss the eco-
nomic challenges you face, to discuss this
new effort to participate in the revival of your
communities.

I just want to emphasize two or three
things here. First of all, we do propose to
do something that I discussed with the May-
ors a few months ago, or several weeks ago,
and that is to focus the limited money we
have to spend here in terms of tax incentives
and investments on, first of all, 10 empower-
ment zones that will get an enormous amount
of concentrated effort to see if it works, a
wage credit, credits for equipment, credits
for rehabilitating existing housing. With a
bottom-up community-based strategy and
with a lot of waiver authority, we’re going
to set up an enterprise board that will provide
communities the opportunity to come and
get waivers from all these Federal rules and
regulations. I think that’s very important.

In addition to that, we’re going to have
100 more enterprise communities that will
be targets for our other community invest-
ments, like the Federal funds we’re going to
spend on setting up community policing to
make the streets safer, the initiative we’re
going to have in community development
banks, and any number of other initiatives
we’re going to have coming out of this Gov-
ernment. Those 100 communities will be tar-
get areas for getting first crack at them.

So I think that this is the sort of thing that
will really support what a lot of you have been
doing for a long time, cutting out a lot of
the Federal rules and regulations, letting you
consolidate the funds that you’re getting
from these different Government Agencies,
and getting you the chance to develop a plan
to develop your communities.

I know it’s consistent with what I always
thought ought to be done when I was a Gov-
ernor, and I think it will meet with a lot of
support out in the country among Repub-
licans and Democrats. And I hope we’ll get
that kind of bipartisan support here in the
Congress. I think there’s a good chance that
we will.

Well, I’ve already said a little more than
I meant to. I’d like to now go to our cities
and hear from them one at a time, and of
course, the State of Kentucky, too. But let’s
begin with Los Angeles.

Mayor Bradley?

[At this point, Los Angeles Mayor Tom Brad-
ley stated his support for the program. Bren-
da Shockley of Community Build and Tony
Salazar of Rebuild L.A. then discussed what
empowerment zones would do to assist their
organizations.]

The President. Thank you, Tom. And I
want to thank Brenda and Tony for what they
said. And I want to just emphasize that I
think we’ve got the proper division of labor
here. At the community level, you’ve got to
provide for people who are chronically un-
employed: job training, child care, and other
supports. But those needs and the oppor-
tunity to meet them are going to be so dif-
ferent from community to community. And
that’s why I think it’s so important that what
we do here in terms not only of new invest-
ment but in letting you spend the money that
is presently appropriated in the most flexible
way will guarantee that that can be done.

Then the other thing that I want to say,
particularly in response to what Tony said
with the Rebuild L.A. effort, we can’t expect,
it seems to me, a lot of new investment in
a lot of our difficult areas until we do a couple
of things that send the right signals to the
private sector, which this plan does: first of
all, that we appreciate the people who are
there now and we recognize that they have
a potential to expand employment in dis-
tressed communities, and we ought to take
care of the people that are there now; and
secondly, that the Government needs to take
the lead in offering some significant tax in-
centives to people who will take an additional
risk to try to give people a chance who
haven’t had a chance in a long time. And
so those are the things that are part of this
program. I’m very excited about it, and I’m
glad you’re so well organized to try to take
advantage of it.

Let’s go on now to Governor Jones in Ken-
tucky. We asked the Governor to join us be-
cause we wanted to emphasize that rural
areas will be eligible to participate in both
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the empowerment zones and in the enter-
prise areas. And I know that Kentucky, like
my home State, has a lot of very poor rural
communities, and I wanted Governor Jones
to have a chance to comment on this.

Governor, can you hear us?

[At this point, Kentucky Governor Brereton
C. Jones spoke in support of empowerment
zones, streamlining Federal and State gov-
ernment operations, and the upcoming envi-
ronmental conference, From Rio to the Cap-
itals: State Strategies for Sustainable Devel-
opment.]

The President. Well, thank you very
much. I’d just like to make a couple of com-
ments about what you said. First of all, most
of our listeners may know, but some may not,
that you had a very distinguished career in
business before you became the Governor of
Kentucky or got into Kentucky politics.

One of the things that I think all of us
have noticed who have been Governors or
Mayors is that an enormous amount of the
money that’s appropriated for special pro-
grams is often peeled off before it finally gets
to its ultimate purpose by all the various ad-
ministrative layers and regulatory require-
ments that are on the money. And one of
the things that we’re trying to do here by
setting up this enterprise board and giving
people the chance to come up with plans that
would put a lot of these funds together is
to make the money go a lot further. And it
dovetails very well with what the Vice Presi-
dent is trying to do in looking at the whole
structure of the Federal Government and
how we can overhaul it.

And we’re up here now trying to cut
spending dramatically and find some money
to increase targeted investments in areas
where we need it, to create jobs and improve
education and explore new technologies. And
I am convinced that one of the ways we’re
going to be able to both cut the spending
programs that ought to be cut and increase
investment is to get rid of a lot of the layers
of regulation and management that we’ve
had.

The second point I want to make is about
your conference coming up in May on sus-
tainable development. One of our great chal-
lenges is to try to figure out how to improve

the environment and improve the economy
at the same time. And one of the clear areas
of opportunity there that no one disagrees
with is in the area of environmental cleanup
in some of our most distressed urban and
rural communities. And so I would hope that
all the people on this telephone call today
as well as all the people who will hear about
this program and will file applications will
look very closely at some of the environ-
mental problems in their communities and
at how many people can be put to work in
cleaning those up and how that can be a part
of the enterprise proposal, because that’s
clearly something that we need to do.

Let’s go into Chicago now. Mayor Daley
is in Washington today, isn’t he?

[At this point, Valerie Jarrett, Chicago com-
missioner of planning and development, dis-
cussed the city’s holistic community-based
approach to planning and development and
the adverse impact of Federal regulations.
Ted Wysocki, Chicago Association of Neigh-
borhood Development Organizations
(CANDO), then advocated legislation for
abandoned land reuse, corporate community
involvement tax credits, and grants for com-
munity projects.]

The President. Thank you, Ted, and
thank you, Valerie. Let me just respond to
one or two of the things that you said. First
of all, the comment Valerie made about di-
verse neighborhoods is clearly true. I have
walked the streets in every community rep-
resented on this phone call today. And I re-
member being so impressed in Chicago more
than a year ago at seeing some new housing
construction in one of the Hispanic neigh-
borhoods from a community group that was
the lowest cost, highest efficiency housing I
had ever seen in an urban area. And there
are a lot of these things going on in our coun-
try today which need to be supported, not
by uniform Federal programs.

Secondly, I want to say that Mayor Daley
was the first big-city Mayor to tell me, again
more than a year ago, that an enormous
amount of money being appropriated by the
Congress was not being well spent because
of all the rules and regulations and that we
needed to focus first on getting more buying
for the present dollar we’re getting. And he
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cited me, chapter and verse, some of the
things that you’ve mentioned today.

Secondly, I want to say to Ted, I think
we have got in our economic program and
in this proposal significant incentives from
our equity financing for economic develop-
ment. But I will look at the ‘‘Community
Economic Partnership Act.’’ And I do agree
that we need to be actively involved in the
cleanup of some of these sites that we can
restore to industrial development in a lot of
our urban areas if we can solve the environ-
mental problems. I see this as a really big
job generator for America over the next few
years. It’s a big problem just trying to find
work for all of the people who want to go
to work now in our country. It’s a big prob-
lem worldwide. And the environmental
cleanup and rehabilitation of a lot of these
abandoned areas in our urban cities and in
some of our small towns and rural areas, too,
I think is very, very important. I thank you
for that.

Let’s go on to Baltimore now. Mayor?
Mayor Kurt Schmoke. Yes, sir. Good

morning.
The President. Are you really at the Parks

Sausage Company?
Mayor Schmoke. Absolutely. And Ray

Haysbert, the chairman of Parks Sausage, is
sitting right here next to me.

The President. I want you to send me
some. I admit that I am hereby asking for
my own pork. [Laughter] I plead guilty.

[At this point, Mayor Schmoke stated his sup-
port for waivers to provide flexibility at the
local level and advocated greater involvement
of the Justice Department in community po-
licing as part of community development ini-
tiatives. Raymond Haysbert, chairman, Parks
Sausage Co., then endorsed the President’s
community development strategy and his ef-
forts to restructure Government.]

The President. Thank you, Raymond. I’ve
been very impressed with the work that the
Baltimore Economic Development Corpora-
tion has done there. And I know you’ve had
a lot of attention to the work that’s been done
there over the last few years. It’s evidence
that if you’ve got some committed people
and some land and some physical structures,
that you can really do things to put people

to work back in cities and in areas where
others have given up.

I think that all anybody has to do is go
out there and see—I think you’ve got, my
staff has said, about 1,400 people working
in the industrial park now, and all the dif-
ferent businesses generating taxes, attracting
private investment. That’s the sort of thing
we’re going to have to do. The Government
doesn’t have enough money to solve this
problem. We’ve got to leverage what re-
sources we have to get private sector people
like you to come in and put folks to work.
And I really thank you on that.

And Mayor Schmoke, I should have de-
pended on you as an old prosecutor to men-
tion the Justice Department, but I want to
assure you that the Justice Department is an
integral part of this project. These cities, both
the empowerment zones and the enterprise
cities, will be considered for priorities for
community policing, for alternative punish-
ments, for institutions like the drug court
which Janet Reno helped to set up in Miami,
all things which really help communities be-
come safer and handle their crime and drug
problems better, as well as for community
development banks and some of the initia-
tives that we’re going to have to try to bring
capital into these areas.

But the Justice Department will be a big
part of that. And she’s very excited about it.
You’ll be able to talk to her about it today.
But we think there are a lot of things the
Justice Department can do to make both the
perception and the reality of safer streets and
safer communities a big asset in developing
the economy and putting people to work.

Mayor Schmoke. Thanks, Mr. President.
The President. York? Mayor Althaus, are

you on the phone?
Mayor Bill Althaus. I sure am, Mr. Presi-

dent.
The President. The first night I spent on

my bus trip was York, Pennsylvania.
[At this point, Mayor Althaus, York, PA,
speaking as chairman of U.S. Conference of
Mayors, endorsed the President’s urban strat-
egy. Robert Simpson, executive director,
Christmas Addicts Neighborhood Associa-
tion, then advocated cutting redtape and im-
plementing a grassroots approach to commu-
nity development.]
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The President. Thank you, Robert. You
know, I think you might be able to be a
model for what we’re trying to do in some
other cities. But I’m sure that this works.

A few years ago as Governor, I set up a
program quite similar to this in our poorest
counties, and I required all of them to come
up with community-based development
plans and then we worked hard to try to make
sure all the resources of the State were put
at their disposal. And we even got the Fed-
eral Agencies involved. But I always had the
feeling that we could have done so much
more if the Federal Government had been
able to fully join our efforts. But I’m very
impressed by what you’ve done there.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
you, Mayor Althaus. You know, we find, I
think, that partisan differences tend to evapo-
rate the further you get away from Washing-
ton. And when more people get down to the
grassroots and have to face each other across
the table and deal with real problems, it’s
obvious that there are certain things that
work and certain things that don’t, and peo-
ple tend to work on what works.

I can’t tell you how much respect I have
for the leadership you’ve given the U.S. Con-
ference of Mayors and the willingness that
you have expressed to work with us in trying
to find American solutions to these problems.
I am convinced that at the very basic human
level we need to make a departure from the
approaches of the past. And you’ve been will-
ing to do that, and I take my hat off to you.
And I hope that we can do that more and
more and more on all these problems, be-
cause a lot of these problems are America’s
problems, and they don’t have a partisan
label after them. And I think if all of us take
our blinders off and roll our sleeves up, we’ll
get a lot further. And I really appreciate you.

Thank you.
Mayor Althaus. Mr. President, thank you.

I have to say, the partisanship in Washington
is not at your end of Pennsylvania Avenue
right now. It’s really not. It’s been a joy work-
ing with you.

The President. Thank you, Mayor.
New York?
Mayor David Dinkins. Yes, sir.
The President. Hello, Mayor.

[At this point, New York City Mayor Dinkins
complimented the President on several indi-
viduals in the administration, discussed the
success of New York City’s community polic-
ing effort, and made a statement of support
for the empowerment initiative. David Jones,
president and chief executive officer of the
Community Service Society, then stated his
support for the President’s approach to com-
munity development and administration ini-
tiatives on health care reform, job training,
and voluntarism.]

The President. Thank you, Mayor, and
thank you, David Jones.

Let me just comment first on what Mr.
Jones said. I think we do have to provide
some assistance to build up these commu-
nity-based, nonprofit organizations. And I do
think the National Government has to take
the lead in health care, in trying to put to-
gether the kind of system that will work on
job training and apprenticeship programs, as
well as trying to take a little different direc-
tion, as you know I feel we should, on the
drug front. And that’s one reason I asked Lee
Brown to be the drug czar.

But I’m also convinced that if we do this,
that building these things at the grassroots
level and having everything driven by that
is the only way to ever get anything done,
in my opinion. You know, we’ve got to help
people to help themselves, and that’s what
this whole thing is about.

The other point I wanted to make in re-
sponse to what you said, Mayor Dinkins, is,
first of all, thank you for the compliments
on the people in my administration. Andrew
Cuomo had a lot to do with putting this initia-
tive together, and he’s sitting here in the Oval
Office with me. Actually, he’s standing in the
back, so he grew about 4 inches when you
were bragging on him in front of America.

Mayor Dinkins. Very good.
The President. And I thank you for that.

And let me again once again emphasize that
I am convinced that the experience of New
York in community policing demonstrates
beyond anything I could say that if we can
put these programs in place in all the major
neighborhoods of this country that have
crime problems, we would immediately make
them not only more livable and more attrac-
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tive, we would make them far more apt to
get private investment.

This is a huge economic issue as well as
a personal security issue. And that’s why
we’ve just got to wrap the Justice Depart-
ment and crime control initiatives into this
whole effort. If we don’t do it, we can’t be
successful in some areas, and if we do, of
course, the flip side is that we can.

I want to thank all of you so much for giv-
ing me a little of your time today and for
your support of this initiative. I hope you’ll
talk to your colleagues across the country,
to the Members of Congress, and again reach
out across party and other lines and say this
is something that will be good for America.
I need your help now to pass it, and I’m ready
to go to work to do that.

Thank you very, very much.
Mayor Dinkins. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent.
The President. Goodbye.

[At this point, the teleconference ended.]

White House Staff
Q. Mr. President, now that you’ve had

your—what changes do you plan in the
White House staff to make your administra-
tion more effective?

The President. Keep in mind that, before
you ask that question, this administration is
the only one in 17 years to pass a budget
resolution within the legal time limit. Nearly
as I can tell, we have put more major initia-
tives out there in 100 days than any of my
recent predecessors, and we’re working on
some very major problems. So I think, on
balance, the staff has done a good job.

We’ve lost one initiative in the Congress
that took way too long, dealing with a rel-
atively small program to put some people to
work. What I think we need to do, frankly,
is to get the focus back on the things that
I have been working on from the beginning,
passing the major economic program, making
sure the Congress will adopt the spending
cuts, reaffirming that I have no interest in
raising taxes until spending is cut—no tax in-
creases without the spending cuts—getting
the budget program so that we can keep in-
terest rates down.

I talked to more people today, just people
around here; I asked how many people have

refinanced any housing loans or other loans
that save money on that. That’s going to be
the biggest stimulus we can ever provide if
we can keep the interest rates down with def-
icit reduction. And then going on to health
care and passing these empowerment initia-
tives, that’s the one we’re here talking about
today.

So will we make any changes in the way
our process works, to try and improve it? I
hope we can make some. We’ve got that
under review. We’ve been discussing it for,
oh, about 5 weeks now: What we can do to
be more effective. After all, I just got here.
I’ve never operated here before, and there
are some things that are very different about
the way Washington works, some good and
some not so good.

But I think we’re on the right track, and
I just want to focus now on the work before
us, which is passing this budget. If we don’t
pass the final budget with the spending cuts
and the revenue increases and keep them fo-
cused on the people who got all the benefits
out of the eighties, having the upper income
people pay the vast bulk of the load but not
taxing them until the spending cuts were in
place, that’s what I think we have to do now.
And that’s what I’m focusing on.

Q. Specifically, sir, will Mack McLarty be
hiring a deputy to tighten things up in the
operation?

The President. One of the things that
we’ve looked at—keep in mind one of my
first spending cuts was committing by the
end of the next fiscal year to have a White
House staff that was 25 percent smaller than
my predecessor’s. But when I got to looking
at it, every other Chief of Staff has always
had basically three major; the recent ones,
at least have had three major aides, and
Mack’s been functioning with one. So I’m
trying to figure out how to give him at least
one more. He still wouldn’t have as many—
if he had two instead of three, he wouldn’t
have as many as most of his predecessors
have.

But we think that there needs to be a little
tighter coordination here to make sure that
we’ve got our priorities straight and that
those priorities are communicated all the way
down to the staff, and a little better focus.
One of the things that you risk when you
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try to get a lot of things going in a hurry—
and we tried to get a lot of things going in
a hurry because 4 years passes in a hurry—
is that you wind up having people work very,
very hard, but maybe getting a little out of
focus. And I think we can tighten the focus
a little, and I think that’s what we ought to
do.

The Economy
Q. Leading economic indicators are pretty

grim. Do you think anything beyond what
you’ve done, the empowerment zones, the
economic stimulus package, has it got you
thinking about either delaying the tax cuts
further or any other kind of emergency push
at this point?

The President. I’ll answer the specific
question first. The best thing we can do for
the economy this year, this year, is to clearly
pass a multiyear deficit reduction plan be-
cause of what it will do to interest rates. As
Americans borrow money at lower rates or
refinance their existing debt, the economists
estimate that over the next year and a half,
that will put $110 billion back into this econ-
omy if we can get the interest rates down.
That’s a huge stimulant to the economy, to-
tally in private sector investment to refinanc-
ing debt.

So my present feeling is that we have got
to pass the multiyear deficit reduction pack-
age, which requires the spending cuts first
and the tax increases, focused on people who
have basically benefited from the last 12
years of lower taxes. Now, I think we’re going
to have to—we need to pass that, keep the
interest rates down, and see what happens.

What I tried to do was make a down pay-
ment on the jobs plan. And I still would say
what I’ve been saying since—well, all last
year and even after the election, I tried to
say that we were part of a global economy,
where there was a lot of economic slowdown
in Europe and elsewhere, and that people
could not expect immediate results, and we
were going to have to really focus on what
it took to create jobs.

I will say that again: My major focus—if
I can pass the budget, then we will move
on to health care and job creation. And I
think that we may try a lot of things over
the next 4 years because we’re in a period

of new and different economic forces which
are all working to make it more challenging
for us to create large numbers of new jobs.

But I’m not at all surprised. I started say-
ing back in November that there’s too much
recession in the rest of the economy, and we
have cut defense spending in America with-
out offsetting investments in our people and
new jobs on the civilian front. And we were
being burdened by enormous debt. But I
can’t tell you that I think we ought to come
off the deficit reduction. I think bringing that
deficit down and keeping interest rates down
is the best investment program we’ve got
right now.

But we are going to have to keep our ears
and eyes open, because this is a new and
difficult and unprecedented time, and we’ve
got to put the work of the American people
first. So I wouldn’t rule out anything down
the road, but I’m confident we need to pass
the budget first.

Bosnia
Q. Are there special forces in Bosnia on

the ground?
The President. There aren’t any. I saw

the report, Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated
Press]. I don’t know what the basis of it is.
I have not authorized that at all.

NOTE: The teleconference began at 10:30 a.m.
The President spoke from the Oval Office at the
White House. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to Andrew Cuomo, Assistant Secretary-
Designate for Community Planning and Develop-
ment at HUD. A portion of the teleconference
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Remarks at the Democratic
Congressional Dinner
May 4, 1993

For a minute there, I thought I was at a
meeting of the Republican Senate caucus.
[Laughter] I’m so glad to see all of you. I
can’t tell you how much I appreciate that
warm greeting, how very much I appreciate
being here with Speaker Foley and Senator
Mitchell and Majority Leader Gephardt and
Senator Graham, Senator Boxer, Congress-
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man Fazio, Congressman Torricelli, and all
of you out in the audience tonight who did
so much to make our victory possible last No-
vember and who have done so much to try
to help us make a difference to America.

I also want to say a special word of thanks
to the Vice President. We have developed
a remarkable partnership. And you know,
sometimes when I hear him introduce me,
I really think he believes it. He almost con-
vinced me, I believe it. [Laughter] I can tell
you this, that when the record of this admin-
istration is written, one thing will go down
in the history books: There will never have
been a Vice President in the history of the
Republic who played such a constructive role
in helping to advance the public interest.

I come here tonight on two missions: First
and obviously, I want to support this fund-
raising effort. I want more Democrats to win
in ’94. I need every one of you. I want all
of you to be reelected. And I know that in
major part—[applause]-—yes, that’s worth
clapping for. I’m in a little better position
than a lot of Presidents; I got elected because
I wanted to do something. If you don’t want
to do anything, you don’t really need the
Congress. If you want to do something, you
have to have a partnership, an unprece-
dented one, to get things done and move
things forward.

But this is about more than winning elec-
tions. It’s about what the elections them-
selves are for. Today I had a wonderful expe-
rience, I invited the man who brought me
into the Congress the first time when I was
a college student, Senator J. William Ful-
bright, who will be 88 tomorrow, I invited
him to come have lunch with me at the White
House today. And he told me he had not
been there since President Nixon was in of-
fice. It was wonderful. We had lunch there,
and then we went up to the Oval Office and
sat around. And we started talking about
some of the great people who served our
party and our country, and we got to talking
about Senator Mike Mansfield, who as you
probably know is 90 and walks 5 miles every
day; one of our most distinguished Ambas-
sadors to Japan ever. And he told me he had
dinner with Senator Mansfield about a
month ago. And Mike looked at him and he
said, ‘‘Now, Bill, how old are you?’’ He said,

‘‘I’m 87.’’ And he said, ‘‘Oh, to be 87 again.’’
[Laughter]

I say this to try to give some perspective
beyond the moment, to the work we are
about. I ran for this job not just for the privi-
lege of living in the White House and even
for the wonderful privilege of being with all
of you on a regular basis, but because I
thought together we could make a difference
in the history of this country. If we live to
be 87, 88, or 90, and we look back on our
lives, we will doubtless measure the quality
of those lives by whether we did something
with the jobs we hold, or whether, if we are
in the private sector, we did something to
help affect and shape the public interest.

No one ever said this was going to be easy,
but I think it is clear that, fundamentally, we
have changed the direction of the Govern-
ment. A few days ago there was a remarkable
article in the Wall Street Journal by the polit-
ical columnist who said that, beyond all the
smoke and fight, look at what’s happened in
the last 100 days. The question used to be,
will the Democrats ever really lower the Gov-
ernment deficit? Now the question is, how
much and how fast? The question used to
be, would we ever do anything about health
care? And now the question is, what and how
quickly? The question used to be whether
the Government really had a role working
with the private sector to help revitalize the
economy in a tough global economy. Now
the issue is, what is the nature of the partner-
ship between Government and business to
create jobs and help Americans compete
again? The question used to be, the col-
umnist went on, whether Government was
intrinsically bad or whether it could be made
to work for people. And this crowd believes
you can make Government work, believes it
can be different, believes it can lead us into
the future, believes we can work together.
Now, I don’t know about you, but I think
that’s a pretty good start.

And it is very easy, my fellow Americans,
to say you want to put Government on the
side of the middle class, and you want to re-
ward the values of work and family, that you
want to offer opportunity and demand re-
sponsibility and reestablish the bonds of
American community. But I’ll tell you some-
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thing: It’s a lot easier to say it than it is to
do it.

Everybody knows the broad outlines of the
last dozen years, that most working-class peo-
ple have worked longer hours for lower pay
to pay higher taxes; that there has been a
dramatic increase in inequality; that there
have been almost no private sector jobs cre-
ated for the last 3 years; that even when we
have increases in productivity, they don’t yet
manifest themselves in higher employment.
Everybody knows that we had this gaping
deficit that was caused by big tax cuts, big
spending increases, first in defense and then
when defense went down, exploding health
care costs and costs to maintain interest on
the debt.

The question is, will we do anything about
it? Will we really move to deal with the enor-
mous debt, to invest in our future and create
jobs, to make the Government work again
for ordinary people? Well, in the first 100
days, we’ve shown both the up and the down
sides of that. We’ve shown what happens
when the President and the Congress work
together, and we’ve also seen a little bit of
the hazards of gridlock.

I’m proud and grateful for those of you
who stood with me in our efforts to change,
because I think the people prefer action over
inaction, innovation over inertia, and decision
over delay. I believe more than anything else,
two-thirds of the American people want us
to do what I saw on a sign when I was on
my way with Senator Moynihan up to Hyde
Park to Franklin Roosevelt’s home a few
weeks ago. There was a guy standing out in
the road—it was 8 degrees and several hun-
dred people standing alongside the road—
one guy had a sign that said, ‘‘Just do some-
thing.’’ I believe the people want us to do
something. I believe they’re tired of do-noth-
ing Government.

Thanks to the leadership of this Congress,
just 17 days into this administration, after 8
years of gridlock and vetoes, we made the
family and medical leave law the law of the
land. That’s something to be proud of. Be-
cause of innovations in the executive branch
with people who never have their opinions
asked before, just 44 days into this adminis-
tration, when we extended unemployment
benefits, we did it for the first time with a

program that provided new opportunities for
job training for the unemployed. I don’t
know about you, but I’m tired of paying peo-
ple to be out of work. I want to invest in
putting them back to work. And that’s what
we’re trying to do.

In record time and for the first time in
17 years, within the legally mandated time,
the Democratic leadership in the Congress
passed a blueprint of our budget which, I
want to remind you and all the American
people tonight, reduces the deficit by over
$500 billion over the next 5 years, with over
200 specific budget cuts—over 200 specific
budget cuts—and tax increases, the over-
whelming of which fall on people like us in
this room, because we’re Democrats and we
want to relieve the middle class and the
working people of the burdens of the last
12 years.

And you know, when I hear all this talk
from the people who hear our adversaries
talking about taxes, they say, no taxes without
the spending cuts. I say, I agree, but that’s
what we’re going to do. The Democrats are
not about to raise taxes unless we cut spend-
ing. That’s what we’re about. But the dif-
ference between us and the other side is we
asked them for their spending cuts and we’re
still waiting. We’re the ones that are cutting
unnecessary Government spending, and
we’re going to bring this deficit down. And
it’s time to tell the American people the
truth.

The Vice President already mentioned it,
but you look at what’s happened to interest
rates just since the election. And we made
clear that we were going to bring this deficit
down. I don’t know that they can get a lot
lower than they are. The economists estimate
that if we can keep interest rates at their
present level for a year, that will put over
$110 billion back into this economy as people
refinance their homes and their businesses
and are able to get credit who couldn’t get
it before. Just think of that.

Now, the other guys talked about it for
12 years, and they took our national debt
from $1 trillion to $4 trillion. We’ve had 100
days, and we’ve done something about it.
And if we can keep these interest rates down
and be serious about this budget, it’s going
to put $100 billion back into the pockets of
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ordinary Americans to invest in this economy
and grow it.

We also are working hard to deal with the
health care crisis without which we will never
bring our budget into balance, we will never
make our American industries fully competi-
tive, and we will never restore real security
to America’s families. How can we, any of
us, tolerate going on 1 more year, 2 more
years, 3 more years with a health care system
that costs a third more than any other system
in the world, leaves 37 million of our people
without insurance, and strikes terror into the
hearts of millions of people who have health
insurance but are so scared they’re going to
lose it because of problems with their busi-
ness or because someone in their family will
be sick and they’ll never again be able to
change jobs without losing their health insur-
ance.

I believe we can do better. This is a prob-
lem others have solved. We are up to the
task, and the time has come to do it, to liber-
ate this country’s economy and restore secu-
rity to America’s families.

This administration has proposed an edu-
cation bill that will establish the national edu-
cation goals as the law of the land, establish
tough new standards for our schools, and give
flexibility for people all over the country to
try new experiments to see what can be done
to make these schools work better. We’re not
just talking about it; we’re trying to do it.
We are trying to open the doors of college
education to all Americans by making it pos-
sible for anybody to borrow money and pay
it back as a small percentage of their income
and by letting thousands and tens of thou-
sands of young people do national service to
pay off a part of their college loan or earn
credit to go to college. That will be the best
program we could ever pass for this country.

When I have heard the rhetoric of family
values for years and years and years now, I
see every year more pressure on families, less
evidence we’re valuing families. That’s what
the family and medical leave law was all
about. You think people who have to work
ought to be good parents. Give them the
right to do it. And that’s what we want to
do. That’s why our welfare reform program
will move people from dependence to inde-
pendence. That’s why we want the earned

income tax credit to be increased, so we can
say a simple thing to America’s families: If
you work 40 hours a week and you’ve got
a child in your house, you shouldn’t live in
poverty. Your country is better than that, and
the tax system ought to reflect it.

Now, you know it’s a lot easier to talk
about than it is to do, because we have to
do in ways that require all of us to change.
And now the United States Congress is get-
ting to the hard part. They are going to be
called upon to make the decisions on the
budget to make good that commitment to
reduce the deficit by over $500 billion with-
out throwing large numbers of Americans out
of work, because we have to continue to in-
vest in education and technology and the
things that will make us competitive in the
future. That is the test. We know how to do
it. It is hard to get from here to there. There
will always be those who really don’t have
much of a stake in change and love to com-
plain; who will say, well, we should do it this,
that, or the other way. There will be those
who sing the siren’s song that there is some-
how a painless way to change. I don’t know
about you folks, but I’m 46 years old; I’ve
been trying to lose 15 pounds for 2 months.
There’s no painless way to do that. [Laugh-
ter] There is no painless way to do that.

This is a time not just for vision but for
discipline and for maturity and for under-
standing, that if we are going to turn this
country around, as I have said so many times,
we are not going to be able to ask what’s
in it for me, we’re going to have to say, what
is in it for us? How can we all give something
so we can all get something? How we can
give today to get tomorrow? That is the test
before us. So I ask all of you to support the
Members of Congress with the budget cuts,
with the revenue increases, with the targeted
investments that will change this country and
lift up this economy and keep going what
has happened that is good already. We have
got to have the courage to do it.

And finally, let me say that I think it is
important that we do our best to reconnect
people to the political process who voted in
record numbers in November, could never
afford to come to a dinner like this, but des-
perately care about their country. You would
not believe the volume of letters we are get-
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ting in the White House. We’ve already got-
ten as much mail in the first 3 months, some-
body told me yesterday, as my predecessor
did in a whole year. And I say that not to
criticize him or to laud myself. That has noth-
ing to do with it. A lot of it’s critical; that’s
good. We’ve opened the doors of possibility
to people, and they think, maybe, just maybe
their Government is going to listen to them
again.

That’s why I feel so strongly about all these
political empowerment bills. That’s why I be-
lieve in the motor voter bill—I’m glad we
got a conference report on it—because it will
say to kids, we want you to vote. That’s why
I believe in the work the Vice President is
doing to literally not just save money but
change the whole way Government operates
and make it more friendly to people who
want to access it. That’s why I feel so strongly
that the House did the right thing in passing
that enhanced rescission bill. That’s why I
believe we ought to pass a campaign finance
reform bill, not because I don’t want you to
give but because I want them to be able to
give, too. And I want people to believe that
everybody has got a stake in the system. Be-
cause if we can reconnect those people to
the system, then they will understand that
change is a long and hard road.

In 1918, the famous German sociologist,
Max Weber, said that politics is the long and
slow boring of hard bores. We have come
to the hard part. Mario Cuomo used to say,
‘‘You campaign in poetry, and you have to
govern in prose.’’ The time has come for the
prose. And people need to read it straight
and clean and clear from the shoulder, with
all the varnish off, as honestly as we can.

We are being called upon now to see
whether we have the courage and the dis-
cipline and the will and the vision to change.
I believe we do. And I came here tonight
not only because I want you to keep your
jobs but because I hope if we can live to
be 88 or 90 years old, like Bill Fulbright and
Mike Mansfield, we can look back and say,
this was a time when we lifted America to
new heights, we met our challenges, and we
did our jobs.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Welcoming Home Military
Personnel from Somalia
May 5, 1993

To all of our distinguished guests from all
the services, to General Powell and the Joint
Chiefs, Secretary Aspin, Mr. Vice President,
ladies and gentlemen, and especially to Gen-
eral Johnston and the men and women of
the Unified Task Force in Somalia.

General Johnston has just reported to me:
Mission accomplished. And so, on behalf of
all the American people, I say to you, Gen-
eral, and to all whom you brought with you:
Welcome home, and thank you for a job very,
very well done.

You represent the thousands who served
in this crucial operation, in the First Marine
Expeditionary Force, in the Army 10th
Mountain Division, aboard the Navy’s Tripoli
Amphibious Ready Group, in the Air Force
and Air National Guard airlift squadrons, and
in other units in each of our services. Over
30,000 American military personnel served
at sometime in these last 5 months in Soma-
lia. And serving alongside you were thou-
sands of others from 20 nations.

Although your mission was humanitarian
and not combat, you nonetheless faced dif-
ficult and dangerous conditions. You some-
times were subjected to abuse and forced to
dodge rocks and even bullets. You saw first-
hand the horror of hunger, disease, and
death. But you pressed on with what you set
out to do, and you were successful. You have
served in the best tradition of the Armed
Forces of the United States, and you have
made the American people very, very proud.

In the weeks to come, we will formally rec-
ognize the contributions of those who partici-
pated in Operation Restore Hope. But earlier
today, to honor their accomplishments and
that of all who supported that effort, I award-
ed to General Johnston the Defense Distin-
guished Service Medal in recognition not
only of his extraordinary service but also of
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all those who served with him so well. Thank
you all for your dedicated work.

To understand the magnitude of what our
forces in Somalia accomplished, the world
need only look back at Somalia’s condition
just 6 months ago. Hundreds of thousands
of people were starving; armed anarchy ruled
the land and the streets of every city and
town. Today, food is flowing; crops are grow-
ing; schools and hospitals are reopening. Al-
though there is still much to be done if en-
during peace is to prevail, one can now envi-
sion a day when Somalia will be recon-
structed as a functioning civil society.

If all of you who served had not gone, it
is absolutely certain that tens of thousands
would have died by now. You saved their
lives. You gave the people of Somalia the op-
portunity to look beyond starvation and focus
on their future and the future of their chil-
dren. Although you went on a mission of
peace, eight Americans did not return. We
salute each of them. We thank them and
their families. America will never forget what
they did or what they gave. To their loved
ones we extend our hearts and our prayers.

As we honor the service of those who have
returned and those who did not, it is fitting
that we reflect on what the successful mission
signifies for the future. This, the largest hu-
manitarian relief operation in history, has
written an important new chapter in the
international annals of peacekeeping and hu-
manitarian assistance.

You have shown that the work of the just
can prevail over the arms of the warlords.
You have demonstrated that the world is
ready to mobilize its resources in new ways
to face the challenges of a new age. And you
have proved yet again that American leader-
ship can help to mobilize international action
to create a better world.

You also leave behind a U.N. peacekeep-
ing force with a significant American compo-
nent. This force is a reflection of the new
era we have entered, for it has Americans
participating in new ways. Just hours ago,
General Johnston turned over command to
General Bir of Turkey as UNTAF became
UNOSOM II. You set the stage and made
it possible for that force to do its mission
and for the Somalis to complete the work

of rebuilding and creating a peaceful, self-
sustaining, and democratic civil society.

Your successful return reminds us that
other missions lie ahead for our Nation.
Some we can foresee, and others we cannot.
As always we stand ready to defend our inter-
ests, working with others where possible and
by ourselves where necessary. But increas-
ingly in this new era, we will need to work
with an array of multinational partners, often
in new arrangements. You have proved again
that that is possible. You have proved again
that our involvement in multilateral efforts
need not be open-ended or ill-defined, that
we can go abroad and accomplish some dis-
tinct objectives, and then come home again
when the mission is accomplished.

Some will ask why, if the cold war ended,
we must still support the world’s greatest
military forces, the kind that General John-
ston and his comrades represent. I say it is
because we still have interests; we still face
threats; we still have responsibilities. The
world has not seen the end of evil, and Amer-
ica can lead other countries to share more
of the responsibilities that they ought to be
shouldering.

Some will ask why we must so often be
the one to lead. Well, of course we cannot
be the world’s policeman, but we are, and
we must continue to be, the world’s leader.
That is the job of the United States of Amer-
ica. And so today, America opens its arms
in a hearty welcome home.

General, to you and all the men and
women who served with you, you have the
admiration of the world and the thanks of
your country for continuing the tradition of
our Armed Forces and the values that make
us proud to be Americans and for proving
that we can lead and serve in new ways in
a new world.

In the words of the Scriptures: Blessed are
the peacemakers. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Lt. Gen. Robert B. Johnston,
USMC, Commander, Operation Restore Hope.
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Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Congressional
Leaders
May 5, 1993

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, will you be going to

Congress to get authorization before any
troops would be sent to Bosnia?

The President. We’re here consulting
about Bosnia today, and I have been exten-
sively consulting, and no decision has been
made by this administration about this yet.
So when I do, then we’ll continue to have
proper process.

Q. Do you think the War Powers Act is
constitutional?

The President. Ask my lawyer. I don’t
play lawyer. I think it’s worked reasonably
well.

Q. How do you think the vote will go in
the Serb parliament?

The President. I don’t know. I hope
they’ll not only vote for it, I hope they’ll ob-
serve it, which is two different issues. We
have to start our meeting here in a minute,
but I think one of the things that we have
to discuss is that we want an agreement in
words and an agreement in fact. And that’s
what we’ve got to watch.

Q. Are you feeling any comfort in what
Mr. Christopher is saying? It sounds as
though he’s running into roadblocks.

The President. No, I talked to him several
times since he’s been on the trip. I’m pretty
pleased, actually, with the progress he’s
made. We’re in a much different place and
much nearer agreement than we were 10 or
12 days ago.

Q. Have you and Senator Dole made up?

The President. Absolutely. I agree with
what he said yesterday.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11 a.m. in the Cabi-
net Room at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks in Honor of National
Nurses Week and an Exchange With
Reporters
May 5, 1993

The President. Thank you very much,
Ginny, for that wonderful statement and the
introduction. And thank you, Secretary
Shalala, for everything you said. I noticed a
few groans in the audience when you pointed
out that Dorothea Dix worked for nothing.
I don’t think she was suggesting that you do
that, I think she was volunteering to do that,
don’t you think? [Laughter]

I want to say, you know, I knew nurses
were miracle workers, having been raised by
one. But I don’t see how you staved off the
rain today. When I first heard 100 nurses
were going to be here I thought to myself,
what else can I do? I’ve given up junk food.
I run every day. What more do you want of
me? [Laughter] I’m doing my part.

I want to say a special word of acknowl-
edgement, too, to the nurses who are in this
audience who work here at the White House,
who care for me and my family and are avail-
able to the other people who work here. They
do a wonderful job, and I’m very grateful to
them. And they’re here and there and
around, and I thank them for their presence
here.

I’d also like to pay a special word of tribute
to your president, Ginny Trotter Betts, for
hanging it out there with us in the election
and bringing the support for the American
Nurses Association and also for being such
a forceful advocate of sweeping reforms in
our health care system. Hillary and I very
much appreciate the work that she and the
Nurses Association have done. And I know
that she’s also an old friend of Al and Tipper
Gore’s, and they’re grateful, too, for her con-
tributions.

I’d also like to recognize some of the other
people who are here today, including a re-
markable nurse whose presence in the Con-
gress is a symbol of your political strength,
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson
from Dallas and my dear friend. She’s really
a tribute to the practice of good health. I’ve
known her for 20 years, and I look much
older, and she looks younger than she did
the first time we met.
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I also want to thank all the nurses who
have advised our Health Care Reform Task
Force and brought such a valuable perspec-
tive to that effort. You’ve really made a dif-
ference, and we’re grateful to you.

We’re here today to mark the beginning
of National Nurses Week, a time for our
country to recognize the services that you
and your colleagues provide 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, 365 days a year. From inner
city hospitals to rural clinics, from the Red
Cross to the Armed Services, America’s
nurses always answer the call.

Today we’re reminded that our Nation’s
1.8 million working nurses are the backbone
of a health care system, the largest single
group of health care providers in America,
and I might add, a group that will have to
do more and should do more in primary and
preventive care if we’re going to bring the
cost of medical care down.

You know better than anyone else what
is wrong with this system. You see all the
people who show up at the emergency room
to get the most expensive care too late be-
cause they didn’t have a basic primary and
preventive health care package. You see the
enormous burden of paperwork squandering
more and more hours of nurses and doctors,
requiring more and more precious health
care dollars to be diverted to clerical ex-
penses instead of to investing in the health
of our people. Every day you see these kinds
of problems as the Nation continues to wait
for action on a health care front. I’m here
today on this beginning of your week to reaf-
firm to you my commitment that now is the
time to do something about health care and
to do it right.

One of the most challenging things we
have to do in this city at this time is to break
a mindset that we have one problem at a
time, and we’ll get on it, and we’ll only think
about that. I believe that this country has at
least three huge problems that relate one to
the other. One is, there are too many people
who are unemployed and too many people
who are working harder with no gains in their
incomes. And it’s been that way for a long,
long time. Two is, the cost of health care
is exploding at an unacceptable rate, and yet,
too few people have coverage, or their cov-
erage is too limited. Third is, we’re absolutely

being consumed by a massive national debt
and a growing deficit. And these things are
all related one to the other.

Now, people say to me, ‘‘Well, we just do
one thing at a time.’’ Well, look back over
time where that’s gotten us. People just say,
‘‘Well, we ought to just spend money and
give it to people, and maybe that will work.’’
That hasn’t worked. Then for 12 years we
heard the worst thing in the world is taxes;
we’ll just cut taxes, especially on wealthy peo-
ple, and that will make everything wonderful.
Well, that hasn’t worked out very well either.
So the guy said to me yesterday, ‘‘I know
a bunch of people who got tax cuts last year,
because they used to be making $40,000 a
year, and now they’re making $10,000. They
all got a tax cut.’’

And what I say to you is that we don’t
want to just keep trying to give people things
in a system that is broken. You can’t give
people Government money. You can’t give
people tax cuts if the system is broken. What
we have to do is to attack all these problems
at once and not keep giving people things
but give them the means to take care of
themselves and to create lives that are pro-
ductive and good and strong for themselves
and their families, their children. That’s what
we have to do.

That’s why, yes, we have to reduce spend-
ing and increase taxes, mostly on wealthy
people who got their taxes cut in the 1980’s,
to bring the deficit down. But we also have
to invest carefully in programs that will create
jobs and raise incomes, new technologies for
the 21st century, and the kind of education
and training that will give people work. If
everybody in this country who wanted a good
job had one, we wouldn’t have half the prob-
lems we’ve got.

And then the third thing we have to do
is to attack the health care crisis, because
if we don’t we will never get the Government
deficit under control. We will never balance
this budget, and more importantly, we will
never provide the security that most families
need and deserve in a rapidly changing and
increasingly insecure world.

There are millions of Americans today who
cannot change jobs, because somebody in
their family has been sick. There are millions
of others who have no health insurance.
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There are millions of others who have some
health insurance but very little, because they
work for small businesses who cannot afford
a basic package of health care because of the
insurance system that we have in this coun-
try. There are untold billions of dollars being
spent that should not be spent by the people
who pay the full price and more for health
care because they have to pay for somebody
else’s health care who’s not covered when
it’s too late and too expensive or because
they’re paying an unbelievable bureaucratic
burden for the paperwork burdens of this
system.

So I say to you, these are false choices.
People cannot say to us you must choose be-
tween having a healthy country, an employed
country, a country bringing its deficit down.
We must do all three of those things because
that’s the only way we can—instead of trying
to give people something that’s not there to
give, empower people to seize control of
their destiny and bring this country back.
That’s what we’ve got to do.

There will always be defenders of the sta-
tus quo. It is easy to say, ‘‘Well, let’s just
write somebody a check.’’ Even easier to say,
‘‘Taxes are evil. They’re out to get you.’’

Right now, you know as well as I do, the
lobbyists are lining up strategizing about how
they’re going to pick this health care proposal
to death. But I’ll tell you something, the
worst thing we could do, in my opinion, after
400-and-something people have worked their
hearts out for months and months and
months, is to take a dive on the health care
thing, to turn away from it, to deal with the
inconveniences of it.

People say, ‘‘Well, it may cost somebody
else some money.’’ Let me tell you some-
thing, all those people who don’t have health
insurance today, they’re being paid for by ev-
erybody else who’s paying the bill. What
about fairness to them: Who’s thinking about
them? I’ll tell you something else, we’ve been
reducing defense spending quite steeply and
about all we can for the last 5 years. And
all the savings we hope to have in the peace
dividend have been exploded away by rising
health care costs and interest payments on
this deficit.

So it is all related. You’ve got to have a
job strategy. You’ve got to have a deficit re-

duction strategy. And you’ve got to have a
health care strategy. Because if you don’t
have a health care strategy, the American
people can’t stay well, the American econ-
omy can’t get well, and you cannot reduce
the deficit to zero in this decade. Those
things must be done together. We cannot be
forced to make that false choice.

And so I ask you—you represent 1.8 mil-
lion people who know the heartache, the
heartbreak, and the problems of this system,
and who also know that that which is right
about our system makes it the best in the
world for those who can access it. We are
determined to come forward to the Congress
with a plan that keeps the best of America’s
health care system, keeps the private pro-
vider system, keeps a lot of choice in the sys-
tem, but deals with the awful problems that
you know better than anybody. And I ask you
to commit today not to let the special inter-
ests tell us that we can’t deal with health care,
not to let the special interests spook and
scare the Members of Congress away from
doing what is our manifest duty to the people
of this country who are working hard and
playing by the rules and falling further be-
hind, and instead, to give us all a chance to
do the work of a generation.

And that is really what’s being given us
in this time, in this Congress: the opportunity
to do something that comes along once in
a generation to change the whole course of
America’s future. By dealing with these
things together, providing security and qual-
ity and control of cost in this health care sys-
tem, bringing this deficit down and pursuing
a long-term strategy for a high-wage, high-
growth, low-unemployment economy. And
they’re all together. If you’ll help me take
that message to the Congress, this will be
one of the best years the American people
ever had.

Thank you very much.

Bosnia
Q. Have you heard anything from Bosnia,

sir?

The President. No.
Q. How quickly are you prepared to move

once you do?
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The President. Well, let’s wait and see
what they do first.

Q. Mr. President, there is word that the
parliament has agreed to the peace agree-
ment. Mr. President, there is——

The President. I hope they—I’m waiting
for a call from Secretary Christopher right
now. Let me go take the call, and I’ll give
you——

Q. And then what, sir?

Child Immunization
Q. Sir, what happened to your immuniza-

tion program on the Hill? Why did you have
to dog back on that?

The President. Well, Secretary Shalala
says we’re going to get a program that can
immunize a lot more people. We did the best
we could with the money we had. You know,
a lot of these things are going to be a function
of how much money we have. But I feel pret-
ty good about it. I talked to her about it.
She feels good about it. We think it’s a big
advance over where we are.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:27 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. A portion of
the remarks could not be verified because the tape
was incomplete.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement
May 5, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 304(f) of the United

States-Canada Free-Trade Agreement Im-
plementation Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–
449; 102 Stat. 1875), I am pleased to transmit
the attached biennial report regarding the ac-
tions taken by the United States and Canada
to implement the Free-Trade Agreement.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 5, 1993.

Nomination for Assistant Secretary
of State for South Asian Affairs
May 5, 1993

The President announced his intention
today to nominate Robin Lynn Raphel to be
Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian
Affairs. Ms. Raphel is a career member of
the Foreign Service.

‘‘I am very glad that Robin Raphel has
agreed to serve as Assistant Secretary for
South Asian Affairs,’’ said the President.
‘‘Having lived in the region as a diplomat and
as a visiting teacher, she brings a tremendous
understanding to the post.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Director of the
Office for Civil Rights at the Health
and Human Services Department
May 5, 1993

The President announced today the ap-
pointment of Asian-American civil rights at-
torney Dennis Hayashi to be Director of the
Department of Health and Human Services’
Office for Civil Rights.

‘‘Dennis Hayashi has had a distinguished
career of both legal and public advocacy for
equal rights,’’ said the President. ‘‘I am
counting on him to continue his good work
as part of Secretary Shalala’s team at HHS.
We need to continue to work for fair treat-
ment for all Americans.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the Tribute to Senator J.
William Fulbright
May 5, 1993

Thank you very much. It’s good to know
that I did get a vote out of the press. [Laugh-
ter] Roger, I’m delighted to be here, and I’m
so glad that you’re here. I’m glad to be here
with Senator and Mrs. Gore. Senator Gore,
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after you spoke and you said you resented
the fact that Senator Fulbright was 88 and
you were a mere 851⁄2 when you went over
to him, I heard him say what the crowd did
not. Senator Fulbright looked at him and
said, ‘‘Albert, if you behave yourself, you’ll
make it, too.’’ [Laughter]

I want to say that it is a deeply humbling
experience for me as an American to be here
with all these wonderful people. Many peo-
ple in this audience have made remarkable
contributions to our Nation and to the world
over the last half century or so. And I thank
you all, as part of the contingent of Arkansans
who are here who feel very protective of Sen-
ator Fulbright and feel that in some ways he
is still our own. It’s a great pleasure and sense
of pride for me to look out and see all of
you here.

I also want to say a special word of appre-
ciation to Harriet. You know, when Senator
Fulbright announced that he and Harriet
were going to be married, all the people from
Arkansas started telling cradle robbing jokes.
[Laughter] And I’ve got an 88-year-old uncle,
and for kicks, he goes out once a week and
drives two ladies around. One of them is 91,
and one of them is 92. And I asked my uncle,
I said, ‘‘You like these older ladies?’’ And he
said, ‘‘Yes, it seems to me like they’re a little
more settled.’’ [Laughter] I’m glad Bill didn’t
give into the temptation for being settled and
instead found Harriet.

You know, somebody ought to put a little
levity into this evening. Senator Pryor and
Congressman Thornton are out there, and
Jim Blair, who once ran one of Senator
Fulbright’s campaigns. Those of us who grew
up in Arkansas, I have to say, had this incred-
ible image of Senator Fulbright. First of all,
if you grew up in our State and you knew
anything about politics, it was immensely
gratifying after it, to see the way people sort
of dumped on our State back in the forties
and fifties and said we were all a bunch of
back-country hayseeds, and we had a guy in
the Senate who doubled the IQ of any room
he entered. [Laughter] It was pretty encour-
aging. You know, it made us feel pretty good,
like we might amount to something.

When Hillary first came to Arkansas she
said, ‘‘You know, you all beat better people
down here than most States elect.’’ Unfortu-

nately, there were two occasions when that
might have applied to me. [Laughter] But
anyway, Hillary finally developed this theory
that the reason all of our good people went
into politics is that we couldn’t make an hon-
est living in the depressed economy. And it
increased the quality of political life.

I say this to try to give you some texture.
You know, a lot of people are out here in
this audience tonight who worked for Sen-
ator Fulbright in his campaigns, worked for
Senator Pryor, Congressman Thornton, and
worked for me. And some of us have been
so controversial that we are, to use the Arkan-
sas colloquialism, we are quite a load to carry.
[Laughter] And I wish I could take every one
of you back tonight to Senator Fulbright’s
1968 reelection campaign. I mean, I wish you
could have been there. Now remember, here
we are, ’68: The country is embroiled in the
Vietnam war, split right down the middle,
except in the South where it wasn’t down
the middle—more people were still for it
than ‘‘agin’’ it. The country was torn up.
There had been riots in the streets. There
was great division over poverty and race. Ev-
erybody was wound tight as a drum. George
Wallace was moving through the South faster
than Sherman did and carried Arkansas that
year. And here we are, all of us kids, trying
to reelect Fulbright in this environment,
right?

Now, let me give you a flavor. Senator Ful-
bright had an opponent in 1968 who decided
to make trade an issue. Now, the distin-
guished Japanese Ambassador is here. You
know, people write as if we’re having bloody
fights when we have arguments over trade
policy. We didn’t have arguments in ’68. This
guy got up at a platform and held up a shoe
to his opponent, and he said, ‘‘This shoe was
made in Communist Romania.’’ This is a ver-
batim account, right? ‘‘Communist Roma-
nia,’’ he said. ‘‘And Bill Fulbright is letting
these shoes into your country, throwing our
good, God-fearing people out of work to let
the Communists from Romania have the
job.’’ That’s a sample of what we had to deal
with. [Laughter]

So you know, we worked hard on him, and
we got him to wear a checkered shirt. That
picture you saw up there in a checkered shirt,
that’s the only time he ever came home with-
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out a necktie. [Laughter] So he’s wearing this
checkered shirt, you know, and we think we
finally got him where he can sort of at least
tolerate all this insanity that was going on
there. All he had to do was kind of halfway
be nice to people, and we thought he could
get reelected. So, I was driving him around
one day, and at the middle of all this tension
we come to this little country town in south-
west Arkansas, one road in, same road out.
And we go into a feed store. And you remem-
ber what Lyndon Johnson used to say? If you
can’t look at a person in the eye and tell
whether they’re for you or against you, you’ve
got no business in politics. No one could have
mistaken the atmosphere in the feed store
this day. [Laughter] This guy in overalls
looked at Senator Fulbright and said, ‘‘I
wouldn’t vote for you if you were the last
person on Earth.’’ And Senator Fulbright sat
down on this bale of hay or this—it was a
big sack of seed, and he said, ‘‘Well, why?’’
And I thought, be nice. The television cam-
eras were on, you know. He said, ‘‘Because
you’re letting the Communists in. They’re ev-
erywhere. Today it’s Vietnam; tomorrow it
will be—they’re everywhere.’’ And he looked
around, and he said, ‘‘I didn’t see any when
I came into town.’’ He said, ‘‘Where are they,
and what do they look like? I wouldn’t recog-
nize one.’’ [Laughter]

Well, anyway, he got reelected anyway. I
say that because, you know, in all this high-
falutin talk, it’s important not to forget that
the American political system produced this
remarkable man. And my State did, and I’m
real proud of it.

Senator Fulbright always believed there
were some things that he should defer to the
judgment of his constituents on, and others
that he was charged with knowing more than
they were and that he should do what he
thought was right. And it did get him into
a lot of trouble, but it helped our country
get through a lot of rough times.

In addition to those things which have
been mentioned and written about, I can’t
help noting one of the things that drew me
to him as a young man, and that is that he
stood up to Joe McCarthy, something that
meant a lot to a lot of us. The other thing
he always tried to do was to get all of us
who were around him to look at the other

side of an argument. I remember when I was
a young man working for him in that cam-
paign, I was driving him around, and some-
times I’d get so exasperated arguing with him
because I could never win. We just argued
all the time. And one day we were in a town,
and I drove back out the same way I drove
in. I was going to take us 100 miles in the
wrong direction until he corrected me, which
meant that the professor was not as absent-
minded as the student. [Laughter]

But all during this time, it is impossible
for me to fully capture for you the impact
that he had on young generation after young
generation in my State, how he made us be-
lieve that education could lift us up and lift
this country up, how he made us believe that
our obligation was to develop our minds to
the maximum of our ability and then to use
it, wherever it took us. He believed in reason
and argument, and he believed in the end
democracy could only prevail if we knew
enough and were thoughtful enough to face
the truth and try to search it out. It’s still
a pretty good prescription for what we ought
to do. He also deeply believed that the racial,
religious, and ethnic differences and the po-
litical differences that divided the world so
deeply during almost all of his public career
were vastly less important than the common
bonds of humanity which could unite us if
only we could take our blinders off. He was
among the first Americans to try to get us
to think about the people in Russia as people;
he was among the first Americans to try to
get us to see people in the Islamic world as
people; among the first Americans to try to
get us to understand the different and various
and rich cultures of Asia, which have now
produced some of the most amazing achieve-
ments in all of human history. And that is
one of the reasons, I think, Mr. Ambassador,
that Japan, thankfully, has become the most
outstanding supporter of the Fulbright schol-
arship program, something for which we are
all very grateful.

I close with this thought. About 4 years
ago, Senator Fulbright’s hometown of Fay-
etteville, which is the seat of the University
of Arkansas where Hillary and I used to teach
and where we were married, threw a big
party for him and invited me as the Governor
to come up and speak. And so I went up
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there. It was a wonderful day on the square.
It was a Saturday. And afterwards the farm-
ers market was there, and I walked around
the square and talked to all the farmers. We
shot the bull about Bill Fulbright and talked
about his career. And then I went up to the
hotel room where Senator Fulbright, believe
it or not, was watching a football game. And
when I walked in and sat down with him—
we watched this ball game, and this young
man kicked a field goal about 2 minutes after
we sat down. He looked at me, and he said,
‘‘You know something, I can’t believe it’s
been 64 years since I did that.’’ I say that
to make my final point: It doesn’t take long
to live a life. He made the most of his. And
I think his enduring legacy to us is trying
to help us all to have a better chance to make
the most of ours. Thank you very much.

Sit down; we’re going to do one more
thing. The job I now have, in the eyes of
my mentor, is probably not quite as good a
job as being a United States Senator, mostly
because I have to take all that criticism. But
it does give me some prerogatives. In spite
of what you may have seen or heard in the
last several days, there are some things I can
do without anybody agreeing to it. And to-
night, for the first time as President of the
United States, I intend to do one of them.
And I’d like to enlist the aid of my distin-
guished military aide. Major Schorsch, would
you please read the proclamation.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:49 p.m. at the
ANA Hotel. Following the President’s remarks,
Senator Fulbright was awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

Remarks at the ‘‘Latino USA’’
Reception
May 5, 1993

Thank you very much. Thank you. I started
to apologize for being late, but now I’m glad
I am. You’re in a good humor. [Laughter]
I have, as you can tell by my outfit, been
somewhere else tonight, but I’m awfully glad
to be here. I want to say to Dr. Cardenas
and to all of you, happy Cinco de Mayo. Viva
public radio. And thank you for letting me
be here tonight.

There are a lot of friends of mine here,
and you see with me Secretary Cisneros and

Secretary Peña. They’ve talked already, I
think. I’m very proud of them. I’m very glad
they’re a part of my administration, along
with Regina Montoya, who is my Special As-
sistant for Intergovernmental Relations. That
means when Governors and Mayors are
happy, it’s her fault. When they’re mad, it’s
because I made a mistake. [Laughter] I also
would like to thank the Members of Con-
gress who are here: Congressmen Esteban
Torres, Carlos Romero-Barceló, Bob Menen-
dez, Solomon Ortiz, Ed Pastor, and Luis
Gutierrez, my good friends here. I also want
to note the presence here of three people
from KUAR–FM in Little Rock, Arkansas:
Regina Dean, Ben Frye, and Tim Edwards.

Last year at this time I celebrated Cinco
de Mayo on the town square in San Francisco
with tens of thousands of people. It was an
ecstatic day, 4 weeks from the end of the
primary season. I am deeply honored to be
here with you tonight to acknowledge this
important day, which was a day of victory
and a new beginning for the people of Mex-
ico.

Tonight we celebrate another new begin-
ning, and I want to offer my congratulations
and best wishes to all who have worked so
hard to launch ‘‘Latino USA.’’ I believe it
will be a new forum for all the diverse voices
throughout America’s Latino communities
and a new way for more Americans to learn
more about the importance of the many
Latino cultures in the United States and the
many leaders who have brought and are
bringing hope and inspiration to all Ameri-
cans. I think tonight I’d like to say that we
ought to have a special word of thanks for
the life and work of the late Cesar Chavez.
[Applause]

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the Members of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus; I have introduced many of them to
you. They have met with me extensively, and
they’ve helped to make me more aware of
the needs and opportunities in Latino com-
munities throughout the United States and
in Puerto Rico. That’s all part of the United
States. I’m still for self-determination, by the
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way. That’s my position, and I want to follow
it.

I want to say also that the Health Care
Task Force, which my wife is chairing, has
benefited immensely from the contributions
of Latinos in community-based health move-
ments all over the United States who have
helped us to understand some of the special
needs that we must respond to in putting to-
gether a real program to provide health secu-
rity for all the people of the United States,
something that we are determined to do this
year. And I want you to support us in that.

I also want you to know that—I don’t know
if this is a commendation or a condemnation
in the world of electoral politics—but my
wife and I are NPR junkies. When I was Gov-
ernor of Arkansas, we woke every morning
for more than a decade to the NPR station
at home, kicking on at 6 a.m. Our radio
would come on, and I would hear some
thoughtful news broadcast but desperately
want to go back to sleep. But the earnest
sincerity of NPR always got me up and got
me going. As a matter of fact, I was so im-
pressed with the quality—yes, I am—[laugh-
ter]—the quality of the programs that I asked
NPR’s president, Douglas Bennet, to leave
his post and join my administration as Assist-
ant Secretary of State for International Orga-
nizations. Now, I want you to know that
Doug has his hearing on Friday. And after
all these years, he’s going to get a feel for
what it’s like to be on the other side of the
microphone. That was almost worth making
the appointment for. [Laughter]

I also want to say a word of congratulations
to NPR’s news division and its vice president
for news, Bill Buzenberg, for ‘‘All Things
Considered,’’ which celebrated its 22d anni-
versary on Monday, a great program. I hope
that ‘‘Latino USA’’ does for its audiences
what programs like ‘‘All Things Considered’’
and ‘‘Morning Edition’’ do for audiences all
across America today. Perhaps 22 Cinco de
Mayos from today, you too will be able to
look back and remember what an important
beginning this really was.

And let me say in general, I am trying to
make this administration one of new begin-
nings. I’m doing my best every day to get
up and go to work with people like Henry
and Federico, knowing that we don’t have

all the answers and knowing that you can’t
just turn the ship of state around overnight,
but believing that our solemn obligation is
to get up every day and try to change this
country for the better and try to make it pos-
sible for Americans to honestly and maturely
and with discipline and vision and will face
our problems and seize our opportunities,
trying to make absolutely sure that our diver-
sity is a cause of strength not a source of
division so that every person in this country
and every child, like that beautiful little girl
I held up a minute ago, can grow up and
live to the fullest of their God-given capac-
ities. That is our job.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 p.m. at the
Sequoia Restaurant. In his remarks, he referred
to Gilbert Cardenas, executive producer of
‘‘Latino USA.’’

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Proposed Legislation
on National Service and Student
Loan Reform
May 5, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit today for your

immediate consideration and enactment the
‘‘National Service Trust Act of 1993’’ and the
‘‘Student Loan Reform Act of 1993.’’ These
Acts represent innovative public policy
founded on traditional American values: of-
fering educational opportunity, rewarding
personal responsibility, and building the
American community. In affirming these val-
ues, the Acts reject wasteful bureaucracy—
instead reinventing government to unleash
the ideas and initiative of the American peo-
ple. Also transmitted is a section-by-section
analysis.

Throughout the Presidential campaign last
year, Americans of all backgrounds and polit-
ical persuasions responded to national service
like few other ideas. The reasons are clear.
Higher education is fundamental to the
American Dream, but complex procedures
and inflexible repayment plans have created
serious problems for many students with
education loans to pay back. Defaults are too
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high today—and taxpayers are left to foot the
bill. Americans are yearning to reaffirm an
American community that transcends race,
region, or religion—and to tackle the prob-
lems that threaten our shared future.

The two Acts are designed to meet these
basic American needs. The National Service
Trust Act of 1993 establishes a domestic
Peace Corps, offering hundreds of thousands
of young people the opportunity to pay for
school by doing work our country needs. The
Student Loan Reform Act of 1993 overhauls
the student loan system. Through a one-stop
direct student loan program, the Act will save
taxpayers billions of dollars, lower interest
rates for students, and simplify the financial
aid system. And through new EXCEL Ac-
counts and other repayment options, the Act
will offer borrowers greater choice and lower
monthly payments while reducing the chance
of defaults.

The National Service Trust Act of 1993
establishes a definition of national service
that is clear but broad. National service is
work that addresses unmet educational, envi-
ronmental, human, or public safety needs. It
enriches the lives of those who serve, instill-
ing the ethic of civic responsibility that is es-
sential to our democracy. And national serv-
ice does not displace or duplicate the func-
tions of existing workers.

Building on the National and Community
Service Act of 1990 and the flourishing com-
munity service programs of nonprofit organi-
zations and States, the initiative rejects bu-
reaucracy in favor of locally driven programs.
In the spirit of reinventing government, the
Act will empower those with the greatest ex-
pertise and incentives to make national serv-
ice work.

The Act enables citizens of all backgrounds
to serve and use their educational awards
where they see fit. While many participants
will be recent college graduates, Americans
will be eligible to enter the program at any
time in their adult lives. Both full-time and
part-time service will be encouraged. And
whatever their education level, those who
complete a term of service will receive an
award of $5,000. The award will be payable
toward past, present, or future educational
expenses in 4- and 2-year colleges, training

programs, and graduate and professional
schools.

The Act demands that programs meet
tough guidelines for excellence and requires
measurable performance goals and inde-
pendent evaluations. Within these limits,
however, the Act enables the people who run
programs to design them. The smallest com-
munity-based organizations and largest Fed-
eral agencies will be able to compete for
funding. A variety of program models will be
eligible, ranging from youth corps that enable
at-risk youth to meet community needs, to
preprofessional programs that give college
students ROTC-like training and then place-
ments in specific problem areas, to diverse
community corps that involve Americans of
all backgrounds in meeting common goals.

With the economic market as a model,
there is competition at every level of the sys-
tem: programs compete for State approval,
States compete for Federal approval, and
programs at the national level compete
against each other and States for Federal ap-
proval. To build public/private partnerships
that earn support far beyond government,
the Act requires programs to make a cash
match and to increase nongovernment sup-
port as time passes.

The Act is designed to reduce waste and
promote an entrepreneurial government cul-
ture. The Act establishes a new Government
Corporation for National Service that com-
bines two existing independent agencies, the
Commission on National and Community
Service and ACTION. With flexible person-
nel policies and a small, bipartisan Board
sharing power with a Chairperson, the Cor-
poration will operate as much like a lean non-
profit corporation as a Government agency.

The State level will mirror the Federal
level and build a strong partnership between
the two. Bipartisan State commissions on na-
tional service will be responsible for selecting
programs to be funded by States. To ensure
genuine Federal/State cooperation, a rep-
resentative of the Corporation will sit on
State commissions and a representative of
the States on the Corporation Board.

The National Service Trust Act of 1993
encourages Americans to join together and
serve our country—at all ages and in all
forms. The Act enhances the Serve-America
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program for schoolage youth; extends and
improves the VISTA and Older Americans
Volunteer Programs authorized under the
Domestic Volunteer Service Act; supports
the Civilian Community Corps and Points of
Light Foundation; and pulls these efforts
under the new Corporation. The Act will
help instill an ethic of service in elementary
and secondary school students, encourage
them to serve in their college years, and give
them further opportunities later in their lives.

The Student Loan Reform Act of 1993 will
taken an important first step toward com-
prehensive reform of the student loan sys-
tem. It saves money, makes loan repayment
more affordable, and holds students more ac-
countable. The measures in no way replace
the Pell Grant program, which will remain
the cornerstone of financial aid for millions
of students.

The Student Loan Reform Act of 1993 re-
places the current Federal Family Education
Loan program with the Federal Direct Stu-
dent Loan Program over a 4-year period. By
eliminating subsidies to private lenders and
making loans directly to students, direct
lending will save taxpayers $4.3 billion
through Fiscal Year 1998 and still allow inter-
est rates to drop for student borrowers. Many
schools will make loans directly to students
on campus, though none will be forced to
do so. In addition, no institution will service
or collect loans. This reform simplifies the
system for many students, enabling most to
receive all their aid through ‘‘one-stop shop-
ping’’ at their institutions’ financial aid of-
fices.

The lending reform expands choice and re-
duces burdens for all student borrowers by
offering a variety of repayment plans—in-
cluding fixed, extended, graduated, and in-
come-contingent schedules. In the same way
that multiple financing options help home-
owners, these plans offer real choice to all
and lower monthly payments to those who
want them. Income-contingent repay-
ments—through the new EXCEL Ac-
counts—also encourage service by students
who do not participate in service under the
National Service Trust Act. With more man-
ageable monthly payments, more students
will be able to take jobs that pay less but
do more for their communities, without risk-

ing default. And whatever plan they first
choose, students will be able to change their
repayment schedule as their circumstances
change.

The Student Loan Reform Act of 1993 will
also reduce default rates. By electing income-
contingent repayment schedules, students
with lower incomes will be able to repay their
loans on a manageable plan, without default-
ing. Through cooperation with the IRS, the
Act will improve collection and monitoring
of student loans. And for those who are able
to pay but do not, the Act will give the Sec-
retary of Education authority to require pay-
ment on an income-contingent basis.

Opportunity, responsibility, and commu-
nity go beyond politics. They are basic Amer-
ican ideals. Enactment of these two Acts will
express the Nation’s commitment to these
ideals and to our shared future. I urge the
Congress to give the legislation prompt and
favorable consideration.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 5, 1993.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 6.

Remarks to the Export-Import Bank
Conference
May 6, 1993

Thank you very much. Good morning ev-
eryone. I’m delighted to see all of you here
in such large numbers. I want to thank my
good friend Ken Brody for inviting me to
come and speak with you for a few moments.
He’s the President-designate of the Ex-Im
Bank. That’s a delicate way of saying that it
takes a long time to get confirmed in today’s
Washington. [Laughter] I know a little about
that in another context.

I have thought a good deal about what I
wanted to say to you today about the subject
which brings you here. I hope you will under-
stand if I ask for a few moments to address
the situation in Bosnia first, not only because
the national press is here but because you
are very much a part of the world which will
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be affected by what happens there and how
that impacts our friends and neighbors in Eu-
rope and particularly in the Mediterranean
area.

Over the past week we saw some very en-
couraging progress toward a negotiated set-
tlement of the tragic conflict in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Two of the three Bosnian par-
ties signed the Vance-Owen agreement. The
third party, the Bosnian Serbs, signed contin-
gent on approval by their self-styled par-
liament. Progress unfortunately was stopped
by the Bosnian Serb assembly’s de facto re-
jection yesterday of the Vance-Owen agree-
ment. Their action is a grave disappointment
to all of us who seek an early and peaceful
resolution to what has been a very brutal con-
flict. It abrogates the earlier approval of the
peace plan by the Bosnian Serb leader
Karadzic.

Their call for a referendum on the peace
plan can only be seen as a delaying tactic
to further consolidate the gains they have
made because of the enormous advantage
they have in heavy artillery coming as it does
from the former Yugoslav army. It ignores
the reality that everybody else in the world
has recognized: Sooner or later, an enduring
peace can only come from good-faith nego-
tiations that lead to a peace plan acceptable
to all the parties.

The international community, I believe,
must not allow the Serbs to stall progress to-
ward peace and continue brutal assaults on
innocent civilians. We’ve seen too many
things happen, and we do have fundamental
interests there, not only the United States
but particularly the United States as a mem-
ber of the world community.

The Serbs’ actions over the past year vio-
late the principle that internationally recog-
nized borders must not be violated or altered
by aggression from without. Their actions
threaten to widen the conflict and foster in-
stability in other parts of Europe in ways that
could be exceedingly damaging. And their
savage and cynical ethnic cleansing offends
the world’s conscience and our standards of
behavior.

Therefore, I have this morning directed
Secretary Christopher to continue to pursue
his consultations with our allies and friends
in Europe and Russia on tougher measures

which can be taken collectively, not by the
United States alone but collectively, to make
clear to the Serbs that we are embarked on
a course of peace, and they are embarked
on a costly course.

The vote last night simply makes this
Christopher mission more important. Sec-
retary Christopher will be insistent that the
time has come for the international commu-
nity to unite and to act quickly and decisively.
America has made its position clear and is
ready to do its part. But Europe must be
willing to act with us. We must go forward
together.

Your presence here, your understanding of
the importance of exports to America’s fu-
ture, to the blending of our Nation and our
culture and our values with those of like-
minded persons throughout the world should
only reinforce our determination to confine,
inasmuch as the international community can
possibly confine, savage acts of inhumanity
to people solely because of their ethnicity or
their religion, and to confine insofar as we
possibly can as an international community
the ability of one country to invade another
and upset its borders, and certainly to try to
confine this centuries old series of ethnic and
religious enmities to the narrowest possible
geographical boundaries.

That is what we seek, not to act alone, not
to act rashly, not to do things which would
draw the United States into a conflict not
of its own making and not of its own ability
to resolve but simply concerted action that
the international community can and should
take to deal with these issues. I’ll have more
to say about it later, but in view of what hap-
pened today, I thought I ought to say this.

For 59 years, since President Franklin
Roosevelt created it to help increase foreign
aid and trade with the Soviet Union, the Ex-
Im Bank has assisted United States compa-
nies to sell more than $270 billion in our ex-
ports all around the world. And now the
Bank’s role in helping our economy and help-
ing our exports has never been more impor-
tant. You are the people who generate an
enormous portion of our high-wage, high-
growth jobs. Without expanding our exports,
this country cannot grow, cannot grow eco-
nomically and cannot create more jobs.
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In the global economy which we now are
shaped by we see a critical part of every
economy’s functioning is related to its level
of productivity, especially in the export sec-
tor. We also know that America has some
special problems entirely of our own making
without regard to what we may or may not
think of every aspect of our trade policy. We
have relatively low savings and investment.
We have an enormous budget deficit which
we ran up not in investing in productive in-
vestments at home that would produce later
wealth but largely in increasing consumption.
Indeed, for the last 5 years, the spiraling
growth of the Government’s deficit has been
related almost entirely to paying more for the
same health care and to bigger and bigger
interest payments on accumulated debt. This
is a terrible burden on the economic per-
formance of this country as well as on our
future.

Finally, we have, as I said earlier, in put-
ting more of our Government’s money to
health care, we’ve also seen more private sec-
tor dollars go to health care, so that now we
are spending 35 percent more of our national
treasure on health care than any other nation
in the world, imposing significant new bur-
dens on American businesses as they seek
to compete within the American market and
beyond the American market.

We now, therefore, face an interesting set
of challenges, particularly for a country used
to looking for simple answers and dealing
with one issue at a time. That is, indeed, one
of the great debates in which I am engaged
here. Some people say, ‘‘Well, you just ought
to do one thing. Just reduce the deficit, no
matter what.’’ For the last 12 years we were
on a track that, at least at election time, was
focused on one thing: Just lower taxes, no
matter what. Never mind what happens to
the deficit. Never mind what happens to the
investment of the country. Never mind what
happens to the long-term economic health.

Do we need to reduce the deficit? Yes,
we do. Do we also need a targeted program
of investment in the education and training
of the American work force and in the tech-
nologies that will shape this economy into
the future? Yes, we do. Do we have anything
so far to replace the steep, steep cuts in de-
fense spending which have gone to the very

heart of a lot of our high-wage, high-tech
economy, with many spinoffs benefiting the
commercial economy to date? No, we don’t.
But we need a technology policy and a de-
fense conversion policy that attempts to re-
place that. So we need to bring down the
deficit, and we need a targeted program of
investments in jobs technology and training.

Thirdly, I would argue that we will never
reduce the deficit to zero and never restore
fundamental health to this economy until we
address the health care crisis in terms of pro-
viding security to Americans and controlling
the cost. And that is obviously a big part of
what we’re about up here.

I do not believe we should be forced into
the false choice of saying we must do one
or the other. In the past, our governments
have come to people saying, well, we’ll just
spend money and solve your problems for
you, or we’ll just cut taxes and solve your
problems for you. Today, we have to have
a much more disciplined and coherent ap-
proach that says we are going to bring the
deficit down, we are going to target invest-
ments in technology and training, and we are
going to do something about the health care
crisis. But we must have an economic policy
that is more than investments, that involves
doing the right things with technology policy,
the right things with defense conversion, the
right things with the Ex-Im Bank, the right
things to expand our commitment to exports.
Indeed, the economy, I think, must continue
to be the number one priority of our country,
and therefore, the number one priority of
this administration.

The work that exporters and the Ex-Im
Bank do to expand jobs and growth is fun-
damentally important, because every time we
sell $1 billion of American products and serv-
ices overseas, we create about 20,000 jobs.
In all, more than 7 million Americans clearly
owe their jobs to exports. And because those
workers in export-related jobs make about 17
percent more than the average worker, we
need more of those jobs.

I have this chart here I wanted to show.
It’s the only one I brought today. I’m trying
to resist my policy-wonk impulses. [Laugh-
ter] But I do want to—you can’t see it over
there—it shows that in all industries, export-
related jobs have average hourly wages of
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$11.69 as compared with $10.02 for non-
export-related jobs. In manufacturing, the
figures are virtually the same, $11.93 to
$10.83. And in services, the margin is even
bigger, $11.30 to $9.83. It is clear, therefore,
that one of the answers to the wage stagna-
tion which has gripped the American econ-
omy for almost 20 years now with most hour-
ly wage workers in the country working
longer work weeks for stagnant or lower
wages—one of the answers to that is to in-
crease our exports.

In the last 5 years, exports have accounted
for almost half of our Nation’s economic
growth. Goods and services exports made up
10.7 percent of our GDP in 1992, up dra-
matically from only 7.5 percent in 1985, just
7 years earlier.

Your work is important, because if U.S.
technology, whether it is related to the envi-
ronment, energy, transportation, or tele-
communications, is to secure its pre-
eminence, it must have a global reach. Only
with world markets can we afford the re-
search and development to stay competitive.
Export expansion obviously encourages our
most advanced industries. I am committed
to promoting these exports, and what’s where
the Ex-Im Bank plays an important role.

In fiscal year 1992, the Ex-Im Bank fos-
tered more than a quarter million American
jobs that were an outgrowth of the Bank’s
support for $14 billion in exports. That’s pret-
ty impressive, but it won’t be enough just
to hold our own ground. I know we can top
that by strengthening the partnership be-
tween our Government and the private sec-
tor through the Ex-Im Bank.

It’s helped to send abroad everything from
machine tools to computer software. It’s
been at the forefront of the new export in-
dustry that our Vice President has cham-
pioned, the environmental industry, one that
is so important that I have directed Com-
merce Secretary Ron Brown to work with the
Ex-Im Bank, the EPA, and the Department
of Energy to craft a national strategy for envi-
ronmental exports. These efforts will not only
help to clean up the planet, they will put a
lot more Americans to work.

We have several environmental services
exporters with us here today. One of them,
Harza Engineering of Chicago, helped a

rural community in Venezuela to fight off the
threat of cholera and other diseases by chan-
neling a fresh water supply. At the same time
it created more than a thousand jobs for
Americans. That’s just one case among many.

We want to increase exponentially these
successes in all areas of exports. We can also
make ourselves more competitive by stream-
lining our programs, an action long overdue.
Right now, there are more than 150 different
export promotion programs in more than 10
Agencies. They are tangled like a ball of yarn.
And our goal is to untangle them. We want
to end the duplication and overlap to make
sure all these programs are customer-driven.
We want our guide to be the needs of the
exporters and the lenders.

Our vehicle to a coherent export pro-
motion plan will be the Trade Promotion Co-
ordinating Committee, an interagency group
created by the Congress largely through the
efforts of Senator Don Riegle. The Secretary
of Commerce Ron Brown chairs the group,
which has been meeting daily. And once he
is confirmed, Ken will also have hands-on in-
volvement in that effort.

With the Department of Commerce and
the Trade Promotion Coordinating Commit-
tee, Ex-Im will help lead the way toward de-
veloping an export mentality throughout our
Government and throughout our Nation. At
the same time, the Bank will become more
of an active consumer-friendly bank, one that
will give more attention to small and me-
dium-sized businesses. For every applicant,
the Bank will aim to bypass unnecessary red-
tape.

Right now, it takes the staff about 6
months to process a preliminary commitment
application and only one in six such prelimi-
nary commitment leads to an actual export
sale. But with new procedures the Bank will
be able to respond to most requests within
7 days. Now, that’s reinventing Government.

The staff will be able to process more cases
and support more real deals. In short, the
Ex-Im Bank will use better management
measures to do more without spending more.
In these days of deficit reduction, the Bank
will have to live within its means like all other
Government agencies. But Ken has assured
me that he has a number of ways to make
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your tax dollars work harder and more effec-
tively.

What we do domestically and how we do
internationally are inseparable. As I said ear-
lier in my remarks, as the Ex-Im Bank builds
exports markets abroad, we have to do more
to assure that our workers are equipped with
the skills that they need. The average worker
will now change jobs eight times in a lifetime.
We have to do a better job of their education
and training.

We need to become better students of ec-
onomics. The old ways of doing business sim-
ply don’t translate into reality today. One of
the first things I did when I became Presi-
dent was to establish a National Economic
Council. It just made good sense to me. We
had a National Security Council that met
with the President on a regular basis to deal
with security issues, but a great deal of our
security is in the economic area. And there
was no regular discipline mechanism by
which all the economic decisions were con-
sidered in terms of their impact on one an-
other, and the United States could develop
a coherent policy.

Today, we have that mechanism, and it
works. It works well, and we’re working hard
to make it work better.

One of the reasons I was so gratified to
get congressional approval of the overall
budget plan that I presented in record
time—it was the first time in 17 years that
Congress had passed a budget resolution
within the legal mandate—which reduces the
deficit by over $500 billion through spending
cuts and tax increases. And there will not be
one without the other, I can tell you that;
I’m not about to raise your taxes unless the
spending cuts are there first. There will be
no budget without both.

This is very important in the export area.
I can’t tell you how many years—you prob-
ably know this as well as I do—how many
years the United States would show up at
some meeting of the G–7 or another inter-
national meeting and all of our trading part-
ners would spend all their time telling us that
we ought to get our financial house in order,
we ought to bring our deficit down, we ought
to do something to clean up our own back-
yard before we lectured our trading partners
about changes in policy.

But now we’re in a different position.
When I go to the G–7 meeting in July in
Tokyo, the United States will be a success
story in the making. For starters, we have
a responsible budget plan that does reduce
the deficit. Our interest rates as a result have
fallen in many areas to historic lows, allowing
American homeowners and businesses to re-
finance with ways that, if we can keep these
rates down for a year, virtually all economists
concede will put $100 billion-plus back into
this economy, simply because of lower inter-
est rates.

In this room today I bet there are scores
of people who have refinanced their home
mortgages or been able to have lower busi-
ness loans as a result of these interest rates.
This is the ultimate stimulus for the Amer-
ican economy if we can pass the budget that
reduces the deficit and keep these rates
down. It is very, very important.

When we can point to these accomplish-
ments it makes it much easier for us to work
with the Japanese in getting them to stimu-
late their economy and buy more exports. It
makes it much easier for us to argue to our
friends in Germany that it’s a good thing to
keep bringing interest rates down. It makes
it easier to try to help work together with
a coordinated economic policy to lift the
world out of the economic stagnation that
we now see in Europe and the Pacific, as
well as in North America.

These things are very, very important. But
there is more that we have to do. After 7
years of talks, I would very much like to see
a successful completion of the Uruguay
round of the GATT by December the 15th.
World economic prosperity depends on it.
It’s the foundation of the global trading sys-
tem. A few days ago, I met with the Finance
Ministers and the Central Bankers of the G–
7 nations, and I told them that the United
States was prepared to make extraordinary
efforts to complete the Uruguay round suc-
cessfully, that we were willing to go the extra
mile in doing that, but we needed their help
and support. And I hope we will get it.

The GATT agreement would be a blessing
for the United States exporters because it will
lower foreign tariffs, curb subsidies that tilt
the playing field, and strengthen the protec-
tion of intellectual property, the piracy of
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which costs our companies about $60 billion
a year. In the GATT and in all of our trade
talks, we have put our trading partners on
notice that I expect access to their markets
comparable to the access we want to extend
to them. But we welcome foreign products
and services and investments here, as long
as our products, services, and investments
have a chance to be welcomed in other coun-
tries as well. It’s fair, and it’s good business.

These are the principles that will under-
score not only our multilateral but our bilat-
eral relationships as well. With the right mar-
kets at home and the right rules in inter-
national markets, our export opportunities
are virtually limitless.

I want to say a special word about our op-
portunities in our own backyard in Latin
America. Latin America is reining in its debt
and what is emerging from a more stable
economy is a populace clamoring for con-
sumer products and entrepreneurs who are
shopping for capital goods. It’s a market for
our exports that is growing at 3 times the
rate of any other market in the world. That
is why I strongly support the North American
Free Trade Agreement, with the supple-
mental agreements we are presently nego-
tiating with Canada and Mexico relating to
labor and the environment.

NAFTA will help us to unlock a market
that will create hundreds of thousands of
high-paying jobs. And NAFTA, therefore is
a high priority for this administration. The
reason it is so controversial is that the Amer-
ican people have seen 12 years in which their
wages have gone down and 3 years in which
we actually have fewer private sector jobs.
And everybody is afraid of change. But the
only way a rich country can grow richer is
by exporting more and by having more part-
ners in economic progress. And if we can
make this agreement with Mexico work, then
we can move forward to the other market
economies of Latin America, to Chile, to Ar-
gentina, to any number of other nations who
want to be a part of this kind of partnership.
I think it is very, very important.

Just listen to this: Exports to Canada al-
ready support 1.5 million American jobs. And
in the past 5 years, the number of American

jobs tied to Mexico have grown from 300,000
to 700,000 jobs, almost exclusively because
of the unilateral reduction of trade restric-
tions by Mexico, which have allowed the vol-
ume of trade two-ways to go up and the trade
deficit to be erased. These are very encourag-
ing signs. We project another 200,000 good
jobs if we can have a successful implementa-
tion of the NAFTA process.

Mexico is a valued customer for another
reason. We also believe that this new eco-
nomic thinking, if it works, will help to
spread all across the developing world. We
know that there are an impressive array of
political and economic leaders in Mexico,
and I know that the Secretary of Finance
Pedro Aspe is with us today. I want to wel-
come him and extend my best wishes to
President Salinas for our emerging partner-
ship.

Outside this hemisphere, I think we have
to look increasingly to the newly industrializ-
ing countries of Asia. I know we have some-
one here from Indonesia. Indonesia is the
fifth biggest country in the world. Indonesia
is now the leader of the nonaligned nations.
They have a resolution on Bosnia actually
being debated in the Untied Nations today.
Maybe they can figure out how to do a better
job with this.

We have enormous opportunities there.
When I go to the G–7 meeting in Japan, I’m
going to meet with the President of Indo-
nesia to send a signal to the nonaligned na-
tions, to the emerging nations of the world,
that the United States wants to be their part-
ner in new trade relations, that there are all
kinds of things that we can continue to do
that we have not done before.

Finally, let me say just a little word about
Russia. The Bank is now setting out to do
what it was originally set up to do because
Russia may be able to absorb its efforts. To
date, the Bank has approved $205 million in
final commitments to Russia. It’s working on
an oil and gas agreement framework that
could support as much as $2 billion in Amer-
ican goods and services for Russia’s energy
sector. As I told President Yeltsin when we
met in Vancouver, the United States once
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had a famous citizen named Willie Sutton
who was asked why he was devoting his en-
tire life to robbing banks, and he said, ‘‘Be-
cause that’s where the money is.’’ [Laughter]
In Russia, energy is where the money is. If
we can work it out, we can make a huge part-
nership there in ways that are enormously
beneficial for the American economy and
good for the Russians as well.

At different junctures in this century, our
country has shown itself to be a catalyst for
global reform. We have faced off facism and
communism. We helped to build the inter-
national institutions after World War II that
made so many good things happen in the
noncommunist world and now, because of
the collapse of communism, are coming into
their own with the real potential to fully flow-
er.

The world of tomorrow will reward those
of us who not only have the values which
made these institutions possible but which
behave in ways that will be rewarded in the
hard glare of international economic com-
petition.

I just saw today another set of figures
showing that in the first quarter of this year,
there was another huge increase in produc-
tivity in the American manufacturing sector.
We want those manufacturers who are in-
creasing their productivity. We want their
workers who are the source of that increased
productivity to be rewarded. I am convinced
that the only way we can do it is by opening
markets to the United States and giving the
American people the chance to enjoy the
benefits, the fruits of their labor and giving
other countries the chance to grow through
mutual trade and development.

You are on the frontlines of that. I came
here to salute you and to assure you that
through the Ex-Im Bank and every other
means at this administration’s command we
will do our best to have the kind of trade
policy that will grow the American economy
and benefit the entire world.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. at the
J.W. Marriott. In his remarks, he referred to
Radovan Karadzic, leader of the Bosnian Serbs.

Exchange with Reporters During a
Meeting With Stan Musial
May 6, 1993

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, the Serbs are now saying

that they’re going to cut off all but humani-
tarian supplies to the Bosnians. Do you have
any reaction to that?

The President. Well, that would be a good
start. We’ll see. We’re working today on a
lot of options. I want to see what happens
over the next few days.

Q. Have you gotten back to the Euro-
peans, sir?

The President. Oh, of course.
Q. Today I mean, with either Mitterrand

or Major?
The President. I talked with President

Mitterrand today.
Q. Mr. President, is military action inevi-

table at this point? Do you have to do some-
thing like that?

The President. I don’t want to say any-
thing else. You know what we’re doing, and
the Christopher mission is proceeding. And
I don’t have anything to add to what I said
earlier except any welcome signs would be
welcome. Let’s see if anybody changes their
conduct.

Q. It doesn’t sound like you’re getting a
lot of welcoming from the Europeans on the
Christopher mission.

The President. Oh, I have talked to Mit-
terrand today. We’ll see what happens.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4 p.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this ex-
change.
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Exchange with Reporters During a
Meeting With Goodwill Industries
National Graduate of the Year
May 6, 1993

Health Care Reform
Q. Mr. Clinton, has your health care pro-

gram slipped into June?
The President. No. What do you mean

‘‘slipped into June’’?
Q. The announcement of it.
The President. I don’t know when we’re

going to announce it. We haven’t decided ex-
actly. But we’re working on it. The most im-
portant thing is we’re going to finish, outline
the details on time. Then we’re going to—
and one more round of extensive consulta-
tions. When we come forward with it de-
pends in part on how we’re doing with the
consultations. You know, I had lunch today
with leading Republican Senators and Mem-
bers of Congress. We’ll just see what hap-
pens.

But the critical thing is, we want to intro-
duce it and reveal it in time to make sure
it is considered this year. The American peo-
ple need health security. We need to control
the cost of the health care system. We need
to be able to guarantee that the American
people are not going to lose their health cov-
erage if some misfortune befalls them. And
we’re going to give the American people that
kind of plan. It will be exciting, and it will
be dealt with this year.

Q. Do you want to make sure it doesn’t
get caught up in reconciliation?

The President. Well, I think it’s going to
be caught up to some extent in it regardless.
But I think there is a limit to—I don’t think
Congress can consider it until they consider
the reconciliation. The real issue—it’s really
almost a technical one—it is at what point
in the calendar must a bill be introduced in
order to go through all the processes to be
considered and voted on by the end of the
year. No one thinks it will be considered at
the time reconciliation is. The only question
is, how quickly do we have to get it in so
that it could actually be voted on if we can
persuade the Congress to vote on it in this
calendar year. That’s the issue. And it’s al-
most a mechanical question as much as any-

thing else. But we’re going to have a good
program. I’m encouraged.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:25 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks on Presenting the
Commander in Chief Trophy to the
U.S. Air Force Academy Football
Team
May 6, 1993

The President. Thank you very much.
Please be seated. I want to say what a great
pleasure it is for me to welcome the seniors
from the United States Air Force Academy
football team to the White House to receive
the 1992 Commander in Chief’s Trophy.
With me to honor the Falcons are the Sec-
retary of Defense, Les Aspin, the acting Sec-
retary of the Air Force, Michael Donnelly,
General McPeak, the Chief of Staff of the
Air Force, and Congresswoman Pat Schroe-
der, Congressman Martin Lancaster, and of
course, the Commander of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, General Colin Powell. I’m also the—
Chairman—I said the wrong word, didn’t I?
It’s been a long day, folks. We were inside
looking at cartoons, making fun of the Presi-
dent. That’s what General Powell and Sec-
retary Aspin and I were doing. [Laughter]
It’s all I can do to regain my composure here.
I also want to welcome the Air Force Acad-
emy Superintendent, Lt. General Bradley
Hosmer, and the Academy athletic director,
Colonel Ken Schweitzer.

This is my first chance to present the Com-
mander in Chief’s Trophy, but I know it’s
the Air Force’s eighth trip to claim it and
the fourth year in a row—something no other
team has done.

Now, I know the Falcons are smart foot-
ball players, the epitome of student athletes.
But they don’t seem to understand the con-
cept of a traveling trophy. I mean the idea
is the trophy should travel among the service
academies, not for the Air Force to travel
with it between Colorado and Washington
every year. [Laughter]
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Of course, the Army and the Navy made
it tough this year: both games were hard-
fought to the final gun. But the spirit and
determination of this team carried the day.
Now the class of 1993 has the distinction of
being the first service academy class to go
undefeated against the other academies. And
who would have thought that the Air Force
would have accomplished all this with a re-
lentless ground attack?

In the early eighties Air Force’s head
coach was Ken Hatfield, a native of my State
and later the head coach of the University
of Arkansas. His offensive coordinator was
Fischer DeBerry. When they installed the
wishbone offense, they found a winning com-
bination. Since Coach DeBerry took over as
head coach in 1984, his teams have won the
Commander in Chief’s Trophy six times and
have earned their way to seven post-season
bowl games.

But more importantly than the victories or
the trophy are the life lessons Coach
DeBerry has taught in word and in deed. In
his own inimitable mile-a-minute style, the
coach instills the values of discipline, team-
work, and faith that produce success on the
gridiron and in life. His guidance and the
leadership of the team seniors sustained the
Falcons through the challenges and triumphs
of a 7–5 season that closed with a heart-
breaking loss to the University of Mississippi
in the Liberty Bowl.

The University of Arkansas has lost some
Liberty Bowl games, too; I know about that.
Through it all the 1992 Falcons lived up to
their credo: Together, one at a time. Sticking
together, believing in each other, taking one
game at a time brought them here today. I
might add, it will take us as Americans a long
way if we can follow those rules.

In honoring the team spirit of the Falcons
today I can’t overlook one special player,
Cadet First Class Carlton McDonald, whose
efforts set a standard of All-American excel-
lence at corner back. If you don’t believe me,
just ask the quarterbacks and the kickers who
were terrorized. Whether intercepting passes
or blocking kicks, he wreaked havoc on op-
posing offenses. I’m glad that he will be on
our side as an Air Force officer.

In fact, I am proud that in 20 days—26
days and a wake-up—all of you will be com-

missioned as second lieutenants in the
United States Air Force. I encourage you
there to carry on your spirit of dedication
and selflessness as you become leaders for
our Nation.

So now it is with great pride that I present
this 1992 Commander in Chief’s Trophy to
the team captains of the Air Force Academy
Falcons, Jarvis Baker, Chris Baker, and
Carlton McDonald. Will they please come
up, along with the coach?

Let’s give them a hand.
[At this point, the President presented a tro-
phy, and the team presented gifts to the Presi-
dent.]

I want you to know that a couple of years
ago my wife and daughter went to visit the
Air Force Academy, and I think it was one
of the most important events of her child-
hood. She came back with brochures and pic-
tures, and we talk about it all the time. Just
last week we had another conversation about
it, and she asked me if her eyes were too
bad to fly. [Laughter] She really loves the
Air Force Academy.

I also want to say something to you, coach.
I’m glad the Air Force Academy has a coach
who doesn’t speak with an accent. [Laughter]

And I can’t close, General McPeak, with-
out a little word of personal pride here. The
President’s military aide from the Air Force,
Major Johnson, over here, was herself a dis-
tinguished athlete at the Air Force Academy
in basketball. She can still run the President
into the dirt on any given morning. [Laugh-
ter] I thank the Air Force Academy for her,
and I thank all of you for being here today.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:44 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Nominations for Posts at the
Department of State
May 6, 1993

The President named two experienced en-
vironmental leaders to Senior Executive
Service positions at the State Department
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today. Rafe Pomerance will serve as Deputy
Assistant Secretary for the Environment,
Health, and Natural Resources, and Jessica
Tuchman Mathews will serve as Deputy
Under Secretary for Global Affairs.

‘‘The global environment is one of the
most serious issues facing our Nation,’’ said
the President. ‘‘These two nominees have a
lifetime of experience and knowledge in
working on this critical issue. I look forward
to working with them to attack the pressing
problems of global pollution.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Proclamation 6558—National
Walking Week, 1993
May 6, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Medical research confirms that regular

physical activity benefits human health in
many ways. Exercise can help to prevent and
manage coronary heart disease, hyper-
tension, noninsulin-dependent diabetes,
osteoporosis, and mental health problems,
such as depression and anxiety. Regular exer-
cise is also linked with lower rates of colon
cancer and stroke. Light to medium exercise
for at least 30 minutes each day enhances
our lives by improving our physical fitness
and our health.

Sustained walking is a wonderful way to
exercise at minimal risk and little cost. Mil-
lions of Americans enjoy walking for a variety
of reasons: as a time for private reflection;
an occasion to enjoy the company of friends;
a form of public demonstration; or as an in-
vigorating activity and sport. Exercise such
as walking is a key component of our Nation’s
prevention agenda, which envisions a
healthier, vibrant America. Regular walking
is a form of self-care that can contribute to
the reduction of preventable death, disease,
and disability; reduce health care costs; im-
prove overall energy and efficiency; and pro-
mote long and healthy lives. Americans
across the country are experiencing the joys

and benefits of regular walking as policy-
makers, legislators, and citizens work to im-
prove trails and protect natural environments
that make walking pleasurable and safe.

The Congress, by Public Law 102–474, has
designated the week of May 2 through May
8, 1993, as ‘‘National Walking Week’’ and has
requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion in observance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week of May 2
through May 8, 1993, as National Walking
Week. I invite the Governors of the 50 States
and the appropriate officials of all other areas
under the jurisdiction of the United States
to issue similar proclamations. I encourage
the American people to join with health and
recreation professionals, private voluntary as-
sociations, and other concerned organiza-
tions in observing this week with appropriate
programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:57 a.m., May 7, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 7, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 10.

Remarks on Campaign Finance
Reform and a Question-and-Answer
Session
May 7, 1993

The President. Thank you very much. Mr.
Vice President, distinguished leaders of the
Congress, ladies and gentlemen from Close
Up. I’m delighted to have the Close Up stu-
dents sitting with us today at the White
House. A little more than 30 years ago, when
I was about your age, I came here, and the
experience changed my life forever in terms
of my dedication to try to do more to help
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our country work. Thirty years from now I
hope that all of you will look back on this
day and believe that you were witness to an
event that helped to change the course of
America, for on this day we seek to reform
our political process, to restore the faith of
the American people in our democracy, and
to ensure that once again the voice of the
people as a whole is heard over the voice
of special interests in Washington.

Today we’re announcing the most com-
prehensive reform of the political system in
the history of this country, a proposal that
limits spending by candidates for the House
and the Senate; a proposal which bans con-
tributions to Members by lobbyists who
lobby them; a proposal which curbs the
power and influence of political action com-
mittees; a proposal that levels the playing
field between challengers and incumbents
and pays for it by taxing lobbyists and not
the American people; a proposal that plugs
loopholes in the financing of Presidential
campaigns by eliminating so-called soft
money contributions.

We take these extraordinary steps in the
bill proposed today and commit ourselves to
adopting it into law for one fundamental rea-
son. Without fundamental change in the way
we finance campaigns, everything else we
seek to improve in the lives of our people,
from creating jobs to providing a secure sys-
tem of health care, to educating our people
better and enabling us to compete in a global
economy, everything will be harder to
achieve. Economic reform, health care re-
form, and political reform must go hand-in-
hand. The system has to work to produce
good results.

Today, by one estimate, Washington, DC,
has at least 80,000 people working directly
or indirectly to lobby the National Govern-
ment, a veritable influence industry. The
more we seek to change things, the more we
draw lobbyists to Washington to see if they
can stop the change. To be sure, these lobby-
ists often represent points of view that genu-
inely deserve to be heard, and we in Govern-
ment often benefit from their views. But
there are times when these powerful inter-
ests turn debate into delay and exert more
influence over decisions in Washington than
the people we were elected to serve do.

We’re fighting hard to reform our health
care system. Soon we’ll put forward a plan
to ensure health security for every American
and to control the exploding costs of health
care. Already, some special interests have
gone beyond consulting about what the best
way to do this is, to preparing to carve the
plans to bits to make sure that the present
system stays intact, which is good for the peo-
ple they represent but bad for the public in-
terest.

We’re fighting to ensure that the tax bur-
den falls more fairly on those who can afford
to pay and less on the middle class, whose
incomes went down and tax burdens went
up over the last 12 years. And already, special
interests are clogging the halls of power,
whispering that they deserve to continue the
advantages which have pertained for too
long.

We’re fighting to make it possible for every
young person to go to college and to pay back
your loans as a percentage of your income
after you go to work so that you can never
be bankrupted later by heavy student debts
today. And already, banks and their allies are
out in force, since they profit inordinately
from the current system, seeking to frustrate
our plans.

It’s quite clear, Government will work for
the middle class and for the average Amer-
ican only if Washington is free to work for
the national interests and not narrow inter-
ests. And that won’t happen unless we
change the way we finance campaigns in this
country. It’s time to curb the role of special
interests and to empower average citizens to
have their voices heard once again.

Campaign finance reform is a tough issue
to grapple with. It requires those of us who
set the rules to change the rules that got us
all here. That’s not easy to do. Last year,
Congress passed a good campaign finance re-
form bill only to see it vetoed in the past
administration. As I promised, we would sup-
port campaign reform this year with a bill
that is even tougher and better than the bill
which passed the Congress and was vetoed
last year. Particularly we have taken aim at
the lobbyists who symbolize the reason that
nothing ever seems to get done here in this
city.
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And that’s why I’m pleased to stand here
with these congressional leaders, some of
whom have worked for years and years and
years on this issue, and others, including the
leadership of the House and Senate, who
have made it possible to us to bring this bill
forward in a way that has a real chance of
passage. We’re moving forward with this.
This bill is for real. Even if special interests
object, even if they try to filibuster or delay,
eventually I believe we will pass campaign
finance reform, and I will sign it, because
the people will support it and demand it.

This plan will change the way Washington
works, the way campaigns are financed, the
way that politics is played. First, the plan will
impose strict but voluntary campaign limits
on spending in congressional campaigns as
required by the United States Supreme
Court. Spending has gone up too far and too
fast. Last year alone spending on congres-
sional campaigns shot up by 52 percent over
the previous election. When campaign
spending is out of control, candidates without
access to big money simply cannot compete.

Second, this plan will rein in the special
interests by restricting the role of lobbyists
and PAC’s or political action committees. For
the very first time, our plan will ban contribu-
tions from lobbyists to lawmakers they con-
tact and lobby. It will even bar them from
raising money for those officials they lobby.
If enacted, this proposal will plainly change
the culture in Washington in a very fun-
damental way. This proposal curbs the role
of political action committees. It caps the
amount of money any candidate can receive
from PAC’s. It limits PAC contributions to
$1,000 to Presidential campaigns, to $2,500
for Senate candidates. And while it leaves the
present limit on the House candidates, it lim-
its the percentage of any candidate’s budget
which can come from political action com-
mittees, a dramatic change in the present sys-
tem.

Third, our political reform plan will open
the airwaves and level the playing field be-
tween incumbents and challengers by provid-
ing communications vouchers to candidates
who agree to the spending limits. This was
an important part of my campaign last year.
I think we have got to open the airwaves so
that there can be honest debate and all the

people who run, including challengers, have
access to them. These vouchers can only be
used to communicate with the voters through
broadcast, print, or postage. Let me make
clear, these vouchers, no matter what you
will hear from the people who want to pro-
tect the present special interest system, these
vouchers will not be paid for by middle class
taxpayers. They will be funded by closing a
major tax loophole that allows many busi-
nesses to deduct the cost of lobbying and the
costs they pay for their lobbyists through re-
peal of the deductibility of lobbying ex-
penses. Corporate lobbying, believe it or not,
has only been deductible since 1962. It’s time
to close a 30-year-old loophole and instead
use the money to give the political process
back to the American people. And there will
be the voluntary tax checkoff, which will let
citizens choose to have $5 of their income
tax go to make this system work. It is entirely
voluntary, but I think a lot of Americans will
like this system better than the one we have.

Our reform plan won’t just affect congres-
sional campaigns. During the Presidential
campaign, I promised to propose legislation
that would shut down the system of soft
money that increases spending so dramati-
cally in national campaigns. Today this legis-
lation does exactly that. Make no mistake,
this legislation will cost me and the Demo-
cratic Party, like the Republican Party, sig-
nificant sums of money. But it is the right
thing to do.

We envision a new Democratic Party and
a new party system built on the energy of
millions of average citizens who believe that
politics is once again a thrilling collective en-
deavor, who want to give the small amounts
of money they can afford to give to the politi-
cal process and to the party of their choice
because they will know that that money will
count and will not be overwhelmed by special
interests.

This proposal can change the status quo.
And the special interests surely will mobilize
against it. They don’t want to see their ability
to give campaign contributions curbed. The
status quo suits many of them fine. The prob-
lem is that even when a lot of these people
are making their voices heard in legitimate
ways, the totality of their efforts has served
to paralyze this process, to paralyze this city,
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and to keep meaningful change from occur-
ring long after everybody acknowledges that
it has to occur in fundamental areas of our
national life, such as economic policy and
health care.

I believe the winds of change are too
strong. At the beginning of my term, I im-
posed the strictest ethics restriction ever on
my top officials. They’ll be prohibited from
lobbying their Agencies for 5 years after they
leave, and they can never lobby for a foreign
government. We’ve already seen progress in
the United States Congress. Earlier this
week, the United States Senate passed a his-
toric lobby disclosure bill, a bill which opens
the activities of lobbyists to the sunshine of
public scrutiny. If this bill passes the entire
Congress now, every time a lobbyist spends
more than a small amount of money to lobby
a bill on any Member, it will all have to be
reported. And this is the kind of thing that
we ought to be doing.

I worked for this sort of reform for a dec-
ade in my own State. I know how hard it
is. Finally I had to take my proposals to a
vote of the people to pass them. In the Presi-
dential campaign, from the snows of New
Hampshire onward, I talked about these
kinds of changes. Now we see, from the vote
in the Senate yesterday and from the strong
support we’re receiving on the campaign fi-
nance reform bill today, the prospect of real
political reform in Washington. I hope the
House will act quickly on the measure that
the Senate passed yesterday on lobby reg-
istration and disclosure.

I believe the season of political reform has
finally arrived. Today we are here united in
our commitment to enact these kinds of re-
forms. We need your help, your parents’
help, the help of the people that you go to
school with, the help of the people that you
represent all across this country to overcome
the resistance that inevitably accompanies
this kind of change. But when we do over-
come the forces of inertia, we can once again
make our political system work—work more
quickly, work more efficiently, work less ex-
pensively, and most importantly, work for the
people who work hard and play by the rules.

Thank you very much.
[At this point, Senator George J. Mitchell,
Speaker of the House of Representatives

Thomas S. Foley, Senator David L. Boren,
and Representative Sam Gejdenson made
statements in support of campaign finance re-
form legislation, and the Vice President in-
vited questions.]

The President. We’ll take some from the
students. But I’ll take a couple from the press
and a couple from the students.

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. As you know, I favor a

smaller PAC limit, and I wanted—in our leg-
islation we go to $1,000 in Presidential cam-
paigns, which is more broadly dispersed. I
think there were two reasons. One is the
House Members believe they have less ac-
cess to raise funds on a Statewide basis, par-
ticularly those who come from very poor con-
gressional districts, and obviously very lim-
ited ability to raise money beyond their
States. So they were insistent on keeping the
limit higher. But they did do something that
I never proposed when I ran for President
that I think provides an equally important
limitation on the influence of PAC’s, and that
is to set a very strict limit on the percentage
of total campaign contributions which could
come from PAC’s, one which is, as Senator
Boren has already noted, is lower than the
average that Members of Congress received
last time in running for reelection. So they
have agreed to dramatically reduce the im-
pact of PAC money on their campaign treas-
uries over and above what they have been
getting. And I thought that was a reasonable
agreement.

The Vice President. And the lobby con-
tribution——

The President. And of course, they also,
the leadership and the sponsors of the bill,
have also agreed to a dramatic change—I
want to emphasize this; this is new from the
last bill—to say that lobbyists give money to
or raise money for Members of Congress
whom they have lobbied within the previous
year. And if they do that, then they cannot
lobby them for a year after this. That is a
very significant change. Did you say I got
the facts right?

Q. Mr. President, you have no Repub-
licans here. I know you have been trying to
get some bipartisan support. Do you think
now this is fated to be filibustered and
won’t——
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The President. Why don’t I ask maybe
one of the Senators to discuss that. Senator
Boren and I have already talked about it.
Senator Mitchell.

Senator Mitchell. We’ve reached out to
Republican Senators. Senator Boren and
Senator Ford have met individually with a
large number of Republican Senators. And
as you know, yesterday a group of five of
them sent me a letter detailing concerns they
have and principles they hold with respect
to campaign finance reform. And we’re going
to continue our dialog with them. Having re-
ceived the letter, it’s my hope that we can
shortly meet with them, talk with them, and
work together to try to achieve a bipartisan
bill.

Q. Well, is the issue of public financing
negotiable?

Senator Mitchell. Well, we think that the
bill the President has presented is the right
way to go. Obviously, we’re going to listen
to, consider thoughtfully and seriously sug-
gestions made by anyone, especially and in-
cluding the Republican Senators who sent
the letter and others. We hope very much
that we can reach a bipartisan agreement.
We passed this bill last year with Republican
Senators’ votes. We hope we can do so again
this year.

The President. I’d like to make two
points, if I may. First of all, the House Mem-
bers reminded me in response to the pre-
vious question that this bill also does some-
thing that we don’t do now. This limits the
contributions from individuals that House
Members can get above $200 to one-third
of the total, which is a pretty dramatic
change.

Secondly, I think we ought to hone in on
the question you just asked, Andrea [Andrea
Mitchell, NBC News], in terms of the ex-
pressed reservations. And I had talks with
Senator Boren and Senator Ford as well as
Senator Mitchell before we came out here.
The people who will oppose this bill and will
say, well, this is public financing, and we’re
against public financing, and we have so
many other needs, how can we spend tax dol-
lars on it—I want to make two points. First
of all, this bill will be financed entirely by
repealing the lobbyist tax deduction and vol-
untary contributions from the American peo-

ple. No taxpayer who’s paying anything now
will pay any more to finance this bill. No ex-
penditure now going to the education and
welfare or national defense of this country
will be diverted to pay for this bill, not one
red cent.

The second point I want to make is this:
If you wish to limit the expenditures on con-
gressional races, as we limit the expenditures
in Presidential campaigns, it can constitu-
tionally only be done if it is tied to the receipt
of public financing, because the Supreme
Court has ruled that a millionaire or a billion-
aire can spend as much money as they want
and that anybody can spend as much money
as they can raise on any campaign, unless
there is some benefit tied to it. Correct? So
there is no way, we will never limit spending
in national races unless we can tie it to a
broad-based stream of financing, accountable
to all the people. That’s why some Repub-
licans voted for this bill 2 years ago. They
understood this—or last year. And I hope
they will again.

Yes, sir.
Q. You’re stressing no public support here,

but on the Presidential checkoff and presum-
ably the congressional checkoff and also the
loss of a deduction of lobbyists, wouldn’t that
revenue be useful for things such as jobs pro-
grams and other areas that you favor? How
is it not public support? Could you go into
that a little more deeply?

The President. Well, that’s only if the in-
dividual taxpayers want it to be diverted to
that. If they make a decision to do that in
the context of a very large budget, it would
be a tiny amount that they can divert. But
their lawmakers will not divert it; the tax-
payers can do it. The taxpayers won’t pay
extra. They can say, well, we’ll spend up to
$5 of our money on this. But that is their
decision. That’s not our decision. I like that.
I wish we could give people more control
over their lives, not less. So I think that’s
an advance.

Q. Mr. President, on a different subject,
now with the Christopher mission over, can
you tell us what you and the Europeans have
accomplished? The impression is that despite
all of his diplomatic skills, that nothing on
the ground in Yugoslavia or Bosnia is going
to change, at least for the foreseeable future.
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The President. I’ll be happy to answer
that, but if I might, can I just answer—and
I’ll come back to you before I leave, but
could we—if there are any other questions
on this subject from the press, on the cam-
paign finance reform. Yes.

Q. Mr. President, how do you intend to
convince the public to spend tax dollars on
Federal election campaigns? Because, back
to Frank’s [Frank Murray, Washington
Times] question, they haven’t been checking
off that dollar. One of the reasons it has to
be raised to $5 is because the fund is running
out of money.

The President. Why don’t you answer
this?

[At this point, Representative Gejdenson,
Senator Mitchell, and Senator Boren each re-
sponded to the question on the voluntary tax-
payer checkoff, and the Vice President com-
mented on public support for campaign fi-
nance reform.]

The President. One of the reasons that
I think people will participate, by the way,
is exemplified by the enormous way that
lobby registration and disclosure bill carried
through the Senate yesterday. I think that
when it finally got on the floor it was 95 to
2. The only argument against this will be,
well, there’s public money involved. But peo-
ple are smart enough to know that we’re pay-
ing for it by repealing the lobbyist deduction.
The public knows that they’re not going to
get the money in their back pocket, and
they’re not going to get the money spent on
their favorite program. We’re either going to
repeal the lobbyist deduction and do this and
open up this system, or we’re not. And I think
we ought to.

Let me also say that I think one reason
more people will participate is, they can see
some tangible evidence of political reform
which is worth their money. I remind you,
we had a big outpouring of voters in the last
election. I don’t take full credit for it; they
voted for all three candidates. But there was
a big increase in voter participation, a huge
increase in voter participation among young
people. This White House has already re-
ceived more letters in 1993 than came into
the White House in the entire year of 1992.
People are interested now. They’re con-

cerned. They want their country back. They
want their Government back. And I think
they will seize this opportunity if we give it
to them.

Now, we had a couple of young people
who had questions there on this. Go ahead.

Q. I was wondering, because incumbents
don’t have to spend as much money as their
challengers, how are you going to make that
equal for everyone?

The President. Well, the truth—you can’t
give the challengers more than the incum-
bents, but—I have two responses. One, as
a practical matter, what often happens is the
incumbents hugely outspend the challengers
unless the challengers are very well-known
or independently wealthy, 4 to 1 is the aver-
age. So this will even it up. That’s a long
way from 4 to 1.

The second thing is that all of us who have
run in elections know that there is a core,
a threshold amount of money you have to
have to make sure your voice is heard. After
that, if somebody’s got a little more, it’s not
as important. But this will even up the spend-
ing, number one; and number two, it will
bring everybody to that threshold where they
can be known by the voters and their mes-
sage can be heard.

Q. My question is this: Do you feel that
PAC’s like Emily’s List that aren’t funded by
big business and big corporations should be
exempt from your proposal?

The President. That’s a hot issue up here.
The answer is, I don’t, from the bundling
proposal. The question is whether Emily’s
List or any other list not tied to a specific
interest group like labor or manufacturers or
whatever but instead tied to a set of ideas
should be able to go and gather up contribu-
tions from people all over America and then
send them to the candidates of their choice
who may or may not be known to the people
who gave the money to Emily’s List. I can
only tell you this bill does not explicitly ad-
dress that.

My own view is—and I really appreciate
the work that Emily’s List has done—is that
you can’t just make an exemption for Emily’s
List. Anybody who says, we stand for certain
ideas and certain values, whether you like
them or not, could do the same thing. So
I think there’s a way that can be com-
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promised. I think, you know, you might have
Emily’s List, for example, or any other similar
PAC be able to send specific envelopes to
their contributors and have the contributors
send them directly. But my own personal
view is that the law should be the same for
everyone.

Q. My question is, with the bill that was
passed through the Senate, and if it is passed
through the House, would that hurt or will
it help your bill if it is passed through legisla-
tion?

The President. It will help. Let me tell
you what the difference is. The bill that the
Senate passed yesterday requires much more
extensive registration by people who lobby
the Congress, so that the press will be able
to find and tell you who is lobbying on what
issues, who they are and where they live and
what they do. It furthermore now requires
the Senate and the House Members who re-
ceive any kind of benefit like a trip, a hunting
trip or something like that, that is over a cer-
tain amount of money, that that has to be
disclosed. I think it’s over $20, isn’t it? Over
$20. There has to be a record made of that.
That will almost certainly discourage a num-
ber of those things. And if they occur, then
you’ll know what kind of lobbying is really
going on. A lot of money is spent on that
every year. So getting that into the light of
day is a big deal. If that were to pass the
House, that would not—I think it would help
to pass this, because that bill only deals with
the activities of lobbyists. It doesn’t deal with
the activities of lobbyists and spending limits
and political action committees in campaign
financing. So I see these two things as going
hand-in-hand.

When I ran for President, I said I wanted
to have lobby reform and campaign finance
reform and motor voter registration and a
lot of those things which will all fit together
to open the system to the people. So I think
it will help. If the Senate bill passes the
House, I think it will help campaign finance
reform.

That’s a very intelligent question, by the
way.

The Vice President. They’re recommend-
ing that you just take one more because of
the group from the——

The President. They say I can—go ahead.
I have a crowd waiting for me. I’m sorry.
And then I’ve got to answer your question.

Q. If the bill doesn’t pass, what aspects
of it would you be willing to change, if any?

The President. Well, I don’t want to say
that, because if I do that, then the people
who don’t want it will try to go to the lowest
common denominator. Senator Boren I think
made the comment, or Senator Mitchell, one
of them talked about the letter that was re-
ceived from the five Republican Senators. So
we will see what they have to say as we go
along. But let’s see, first of all, let’s see if
it can pass the House. Let’s see how the
Democrats feel about it and whether there
are some Republicans who favor it. And if
we can pass it, then we’ll go forward.

I think the key thing, frankly, is whether
you could say we shouldn’t spend taxpayers’
money on this when there are so many other
needs. If that can really be presented, then
the opponents will have won an enormous
victory. They will just keep the system just
the way it is. When the truth is that we’re
going to pay for it with voluntary contribu-
tions and repealing the lobbyist deduction
that they’ve enjoyed for 31 years. I think if
people see this as a way of controlling spend-
ing, limiting lobbyists, and limiting PAC’s,
then the support for it will be overwhelming.
And that’s why we’ve been so careful in the
way it’s been drawn up.

Bosnia

Now, to your question. First, when Sec-
retary Christopher gets back, I expect to see
him. I also expect to see Senators Nunn and
Lugar at a minimum from the representa-
tives of—the three Republican and three
Democratic Senators who have been in the
area. Secretary Christopher and I will meet
with the other members of our national secu-
rity group, and we will see where we go from
there.

But I’ve been keeping up with this trip
as well as with events and been making some
calls overseas myself. I expect we will be able
to reach a consensus fairly shortly on which
approach to take. And as soon as we do, we
will announce it and go forward.

Thank you very much.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. A part of the
question-and-answer session could not be verified
because the tape was incomplete.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With European
Community Leaders
May 7, 1993

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, what makes you so con-

fident that you’re going to get a consensus,
and a consensus for what? Air strikes? Lifting
the arms embargo?

The President. First of all, I think I
should receive a report from Mr. Christopher
before I make a final comment on that. The
Secretary is coming home, and we’re going
to meet. We’re going to meet with our prin-
cipals, and we’re all going to compare notes.
I want to get a good personal briefing from
Senator Nunn and Senator Lugar and any
of the other Senators who want to talk to
me who went on that trip.

I just have the feeling based on my con-
versations in the last week and the reports
I’ve been getting that we can reach a com-
mon policy, particularly in light of the events
of the last 2 days. And we’ll just see how
we do and go forward.

Q. Mr. President, do you feel that you
could reach a common policy that would not
include military force if the allies are resistant
to that but a policy that could still be success-
ful and that wouldn’t undermine your author-
ity?

The President. I think we have to turn
up the heat and keep the pressure on. You
know what our policy has been, what we’ve
been pushing. I think I shouldn’t say more
until after I see Secretary Christopher.

Q. Mr. President, how does Belgrade’s ac-
tion yesterday change the equation, if at all?

The President. It’s hard to say. It was wel-
come if it’s real and if it can be followed
through on. But I have to get an intelligence
report on what the practical impact of that
is. That’s one of the things we’ll be discuss-
ing. Our weekends the last few weeks have
been given over to these kinds of matters,

and I expect tomorrow morning I’ll talk
about it quite a bit.

Q. While the deliberations are going on,
won’t the Serbs be simply confirming their
hold on all this land and killing more people?
How do you——

The President. We’ll have to wait, and
we’ll have to see. But that will obviously, at
least for me, it will affect how I view this
and what I will do.

Q. Is it strange to have Milosevic on your
side?

The President. Is it strange to what?
Q. To have Milosevic on your side?
The President. Yes, it’s an unusual feel-

ing. And I hope he’ll stay there.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Q. Mr. President, do you expect the Euro-
peans to come along now and support the
use of force in Bosnia?

The President. Well, I think that we have
to take stronger steps. We have to keep turn-
ing the pressure up. I think that obviously
some of what has been done is having an
effect, even though the so-called assembly
did not approve the Vance-Owen plan the
Serb leaders seem to be in favor of.

I’m going to discuss that with the Prime
Minister and with President Delors, and then
we’re going to talk tomorrow among our-
selves. My Secretary of State is just coming
home now, and after that I’ll have more to
say.

Q. Mr. President, do you find Mr.
Milosevic’s actions and the sanctions against
the Bosnian Serbs encouraging?

The President. Yes, I hope it’s real. I
haven’t had time to be advised about the
practical impact of it in the short run, but
perhaps it will have a psychological impact.
I would think these fights between the Serbs
and the Bosnia Muslims and the Croats, they
go back so many centuries, they have such
powerful roots that it may be that it’s more
difficult for the people on the ground to
make a change in their policy than for the
leaders. And so I think it may be that over
the next several days some change can be
effected on the ground. And if it is a genuine
effort by Mr. Milosevic, then of course I
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would be quite happy about that, and we’ll
see what we can do with it.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:40 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference
With European Community Leaders
May 7, 1992

President Clinton. Good afternoon, la-
dies and gentlemen. We have just completed
our first meeting of the leaders of the United
States and the European Community. I
would like to offer a warm welcome to Wash-
ington and the White House to Prime Min-
ister Rasmussen and to President Delors.

I had the pleasure of meeting with Presi-
dent Delors earlier, in March, and I’m de-
lighted now to have the opportunity to see
the Prime Minister of Denmark and the lead-
er of the EC. Before I comment on some
elements of the meeting, I want to describe
first the attitude of this administration toward
the European Community.

It often seems to be the case that there
is a great deal of focus, understandably, on
some of the trade disputes that divide us
rather than the bonds which unite us. It’s
useful to recall that our common ground is
far, far wider than the areas of disagreement.
The United States has long been a strong
proponent of European unity and the impor-
tance of our transatlantic ties. Thirty-one
years ago, President Kennedy made a state-
ment that I believe holds as true today as
it did then. He said, ‘‘We see in Europe a
partner with whom we could deal on the
basis of full equality in all the great and bur-
densome tasks of building and defending a
community of free nations.’’ That same vision
guides this administration.

The European Community is our largest
single trade and investment partner. Our re-
lationships with Europe are directly respon-
sible for an inordinate number of American
jobs, and if we cultivate that relationship
properly and grow our trade and investment,
it will mean more economic opportunities for
the American people.

Even more important perhaps is our
shared commitment to democratic values, to
the protection of basic human rights, and to
our collective responsibility to assist others
who aspire to those values in their own soci-
ety. We fully support Europe’s efforts toward
further integration, and we will work with
the European Community to achieve our
common goals.

We believe a strong and united European
Community as a key partner in the pressing
problems around the world is very much in
the interests of the United States. I want our
partnership to be effective in finding solu-
tions to the problems that we face together
and to those few problems which continue
to divide us.

Today we agreed to provide leadership to
assure a successful conclusion to the Uruguay
round. A new GATT agreement could spark
economic recovery in Europe and create
waves of growth around the world. I have
worked quite hard on this in the last several
weeks. Just a few days ago I met with the
Finance Ministers and the Central Bankers
from the G–7 countries. And I said to them
what I said today to Prime Minister Ras-
mussen and what I reiterated to President
Delors: The United States wants a successful
GATT round, and we are prepared to take
a lot of trouble to get it done. We agreed
that we would do that. My guests and I are
committed to wrapping up these negotiations
by the end of the year. We directed our nego-
tiators to proceed urgently with other trading
partners to restore momentum to the nego-
tiations. Our aim is to have tangible progress
to report when Prime Minister Miyazawa
hosts us in Tokyo in July.

We also reviewed the continuing tragedy
in the Balkans. We agreed to work closely
to avert further aggression against innocent
populations. I’ve already answered some
questions about this today, and I think I will
let my guests make their statements before
we make further comments.

We discussed our common efforts to sup-
port democratic reform in Russia, Ukraine,
and the other newly independent states of
the former Soviet Union. The results of the
referendum in Russia clearly indicate sup-
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port for the approach that we have taken.
We agreed that the G–7 summit partners
must continue to demonstrate their support
for reform in Russia and in these other coun-
tries.

I thank the EC leaders for the role they
have played in encouraging the Middle East
peace talks and the support they have given
to the United States in working toward a suc-
cessful conclusion to those talks. We also had
a brief discussion about the growing similar-
ity of our approaches toward protection of
our environment and other global problems.
These are areas in which we can do more
together. I asked the Prime Minister for
some advice on health care and how they
dealt with that in Denmark. We talked a little
bit about the role of training the work force
and its impact on productivity and how we
need it to make both Europe and the United
States more competitive in the global envi-
ronment. And we agreed that we had a lot
of things that we could learn from each other
on and work together on.

We believe, finally, that we have proved
in Europe and the United States that you
can have societies that are diverse and strong,
societies that have a rich mosaic of different
cultures but band together in common values
of democracy and economic freedom and
human rights. We know from the hard expe-
riences of this century the importance of col-
lective action in Europe to advance our com-
mon security. For all these reasons, I believe
today more strongly than ever that we share
a future of cooperation and progress.

Thank you both for coming to Washington.
I look forward to the progress we can make
together in the weeks and months and years
ahead.

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Rasmussen. Thank you,

President. Mr. Prime Minister, ladies and
gentlemen, I wish to join the President of
the United States in his positive appreciation
of the result of this meeting.

We had, throughout, constructive talks.
And of all important issues, I think we have
been basing our talks on openness and on
common ground. In view of the initiative of
the Danish presidency to strengthen the
transatlantic dialog, I find that the consulta-
tions today were most encouraging. May I

mention that we have underlined and we did
agree today, I think, that the American-EC
consensus on the need to strength our co-
operation, not least on the economic growth
area and the need for creating new employ-
ment, is so important that it did play a major
role in our discussion. And I feel that we
also, as the true upholders of democracy and
free markets, have a wide range of jobs to
do together.

That leads me, Mr. President, to the sub-
ject you mentioned yourself, which I feel that
the whole world are waiting upon the next
answer to give. We have had an extensive
and useful discussion on the tragic conflict
in the former Yugoslavia, in particular in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina. We both confined and con-
firmed ourself in having responsibility here.
We both agreed upon the need to go forward
together. And it is my view that this will hap-
pen. On Monday the Foreign Ministers will
meet in Brussels of the EC. We have seen
some new developments during the last cou-
ple of days. Let me mention the most impor-
tant ones:

The leadership in Belgrade have said they
will isolate the Serbs in Bosnia. Con-
sequently, we must keep President Milosevic
to his word.

Secondly, this means that the Bosnian
Serbs now defy the whole international com-
munity’s acceptance of the Vance-Owen
plan. We, therefore, do not take the so-called
Bosnian parliament’s ‘‘no’’ for an answer.

And thirdly, I think that the international
community, in particular the United States,
the European Community, and Russia, is
considering ways to increase the pressure on
the Serbs in Bosnia. And may I confirm also,
Mr. President, that the effectiveness of the
sanctions has been a very, very important—
has an important effects, and I want to thank
you for the effective cooperation on that area
also.

Let me finalize my comment about the
Bosnian case. We keep all options open. We
must continue to follow the path we have
taken up until now, namely that any addi-
tional measure should be taken and that we
should take it together under the auspices
of the United Nations Security Council.

Allow me to turn to a few other major
issues which I think is important. You men-
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tioned yourself, Mr. President, the revitaliza-
tion of the war of the economy. I was very
happy today to state that after comments by
President Delors and yourself, we did con-
firm each other once more in more detail
the progresses on the GATT negotiations and
the Uruguay round should be realized and
would be realized also so that we together
at the G-7 meeting in summer can present
some positive results.

I feel also that our discussion about Russia
was very promising, and I want to thank you
about these interesting positive attitude. And
may I finalize by underlining our environ-
mental common issue and goals. Once more
I feel that what we have done today is the
next important step also in environmental
question. What we do in Europe and what
you do in the United States do have impor-
tant issues and effects on both countries and
situations.

So what we shall do once more is to co-
operate, be it economics, be in foreign policy,
be it the tragic war in Bosnia. Thank you
so much for a good meeting and very con-
structive attitude, Mr. President.

President Clinton. Thank you.
Mr. President.
President Delors. President, Prime Min-

ister, just a few words after the declaration
of Mr. Rasmussen. My colleagues and myself
thank President Clinton to give us the oppor-
tunity to discussion. I don’t come back on
Bosnia, but discussion was very fruitful just
before an important meeting of the minister
of foreign relations next Monday in Brussels.

On the other subject, we have deepened
our discussion on the Uruguay round. And
since my first visit to President Clinton, I
note that we have made progress together
in terms of procedure and also in terms of
substance. We concentrate our mind on the
market access with the hope to finalize con-
crete results and to come back to Geneva
through a multilateral declaration.

We have also spoken about the economic
outlook. For the first time, the Community
has taken an initiative at the European level,
mixed initiative with Community action and
national action to improve the situation of
the economy. We expect more growth with
this first package, but we intend to rule over
the situation and to complete, if possible, this

package as far as the room to maneuver of
the Community and each country allow the
possibility to complete this package.

And we have also discussed about the fu-
ture framework of the large Europe with the
efforts met by the Community to open their
market to the Eastern European countries
and also to have this country’s close coopera-
tion, not only on the economic field but also
in the political field.

Thank you.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, does this mean that you

are closer now to getting the European Com-
munity to match up tougher military action
in Bosnia?

President Clinton. Well, I think it means
that the Prime Minister’s words mean exactly
what they say. The Prime Minister said to
me in our conversation that he thought that
some of the reports of the journey of Sec-
retary Christopher across the European cap-
itals had minimized the extent to which Eu-
ropean leaders and citizens in Europe feel
responsible to do more to try to put an end
to the killing and the suffering in Bosnia, and
that as long as I was committed to the idea
that we ought to do these things together,
he thought we would move forward together
to take more aggressive steps.

I told you, I can’t be more specific than
I have been. You know pretty much where
I am, but I think I have to wait until Sec-
retary Christopher comes home and gives me
his report.

Q. So far, though, they have not gone
along with you.

President Clinton. That’s not entirely
true. There has been a lot of agreement on
what should be done. There is still some dis-
agreement around the edges about what the
overall specific tactical steps should be, but
I think that there is a lot more agreement
than you think. And I think in the next few
days you will see a common approach emerg-
ing.

Q. Mr. President, you talk about a com-
mon approach. Does that automatically as-
sume the use of force? And is the United
States willing to provide arms to the
Bosnians?
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President Clinton. I think you know how
I feel about that. I think that the imposition
of the arms embargo by the United Nations,
before actually this country was even created
and recognized, had the unintended con-
sequence of giving the Serbs an insurmount-
able military advantage, which they have
pressed with ruthless efficiency.

So I feel very badly about what happened
there. I think that’s certainly one of the op-
tions that we have urged that be considered,
and I think it’s certainly one of the options
that’s still on the table. I think we’ve got to
keep the heat on.

Let me ask first—we ought to rotate this.
Is there a member of the European press
here? Anybody here from Denmark or from
the European Community covering the Eu-
ropean Community?

Prime Minister Rasmussen. I see a cou-
ple of Danes over there.

President Clinton. Could you call on
them, Prime Minister? We’re going to have
some equal opportunity here.

European Community
Q. Mr. President, do you understand the

many things people don’t want to join the
EC?

President Clinton. Don’t want to join the
EC?

Q. Yes.
President Clinton. Of course. That’s a de-

cision that’s up to Denmark, of course. You’ll
get to vote on the Maastricht Treaty. But I
can only—it’s not for me to tell the people
of Denmark how to vote, but I support the
European Community. I support the
Maastricht process. I hope it will prevail, but
that’s, of course, up to you.

Consultation With Congress
Q. Mr. President, it appears, sir, that how-

ever things go, you may soon be asking Con-
gress for some sort of approval or authoriza-
tion for further action in the Balkans. Have
you thought through, sir, what form you
would want that to take and what it would
be?

President Clinton. I have given some
thought to it, Brit [Brit Hume, ABC News].
I’m going to be heavily guided there by the
leadership, the bipartisan leadership in the
Congress and people who care most about

these issues. I think that, again, before I
make a final decision on that, I’m very, very
anxious to talk to Senators Nunn and Lugar
and the other four Senators who went across
the region and all the way to Moscow in the
last week. And obviously, it’s important that
I have my report from Secretary Christopher,
but I’ve given some thought to it. I think
it depends in large measure on the sense of
the Congress about how we ought to proceed
as well——

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, our bombing campaign

during the Gulf war had only limited effec-
tiveness. The Air Force was unable, for ex-
ample, to take out the mobile SCUD missile
sites. Given that fact, what rationale would
there be for going to air strikes in Bosnia
which is much more difficult terrain with ar-
tillery and installations that could be moved
very easily?

President Clinton. Well, let me answer
you in this way. If I decide to ask the Amer-
ican people and the United States Congress
to support an approach that would include
the use of air power, I would have a very
specific, clearly defined strategy to pursue
and very clear tactical objectives for the use
of that air power, which would have a begin-
ning, a middle, and an end, and which not
only I but our military advisers had advised
me could be achieved.

To be fair to the military in the Gulf, that’s
exactly what they said. If you remember, we
had a different set of objectives in the Gulf
and a very different opponent. The land was
more open and easier to bomb, but they also
were more heavily armed with missiles. So
it was a completely different situation.

I assure you today that if I decide to ask
for the authority to use air power from the
Congress and from the American people, I
will make it very clear what the tactical objec-
tives are, and they will be objectives that our
military leaders say can, in fact, be achieved.

Health Care
Q. You said that you asked Mr. Rasmussen

about the health care in Denmark. What
about social affairs? Could you use anything
from Denmark or the Scandinavian welfare
system?
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President Clinton. Perhaps. One of the
things that we talked about, generally, was
the extent that which all of our countries are
now facing common problems. But each na-
tion in Europe and the United States has per-
haps done one thing better or more com-
pletely or in a more advanced way than an-
other nation. And I think—something that’s
important is not to reinvent the wheel.

Yesterday I had a meeting with Republican
leaders of the House and the Senate on the
question of health care, and one of the things
that encouraged me quite a lot is that some
of them had actually traveled to Europe to
look at some of the health care systems there.
I think the more we can share with each
other and learn from one another across a
wide range, the better off we’re going to be.

Andrea [Andrea Mitchell, NBC News].

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, why do you think the

Europeans have been so reluctant on the
issue of lifting the arms embargo, whereas
they have considered other options, but on
that they seem to be fairly well stuck? And
then I’d like it if Prime Minister Rasmussen
could comment on his views on lifting the
arms embargo.

President Clinton. Well, I don’t think it’s
for me to speak for the Europeans. I think
the arguments against lifting the arms embar-
go are fairly clear. You might argue that it
will only widen the violence. You might argue
that during the time between when you vote
to do it and when it has an impact, it will
only encourage the Serbs to intensify their
efforts to kill and to gain territory. I think
you might argue that it might make it difficult
in the end to have a settlement. I understand
all those arguments. For me, they are out-
weighed by other considerations. But there
are very serious concerns about that.

Q. Mr. Prime Minister?
Prime Minister Rasmussen. Yes. First of

all, I think that what the President said, that
we want to go together; and that, point two,
we haven’t closed any options, any options;
and point three, I think that the discussion
about lifting the weapons embargo, you can-
not take that isolated.

You have, as the President said, to evaluate
and to take decisions upon the first step, the

next step, and the next step. And you have
to have clear political goals: what should you
obtain, and what is at stake, and what is your
means. So, in my mind—and I think we had
a quite useful and constructive discussion—
in my mind, you cannot exclude any options,
which I have underlined, including the ques-
tion you mentioned. But, on the other hand,
I feel that you cannot discuss weapon embar-
go lifting without placing it in a whole range
of issues with other steps. That is at stake
in the discussion right now.

The President. Susan [Susan Spencer,
CBS News].

President’s Approval Rating

Q. A non-Balkan question. We have a poll
out tonight that shows that your job approval
rating has gone from 64 to 49 percent in the
last 2 months, with particular erosion on the
economy, which is what most people think
you were elected to fix. Why do you think
this has happened, and what, specifically, do
you think you can do about that?

President Clinton. I think there are two
reasons. One is that I’ve been forced to deal
with a lot of other issues. Most voters in this
country don’t like it when you spend any time
on foreign policy because of the economic
problems of the country. Secondly, I think
even though the voters overwhelmingly sup-
ported the job stimulus package, what they
really want is for the gridlock to end. And
thirdly, I think that there is an inevitable
sense that things take—people want things
to happen immediately that don’t happen im-
mediately. And finally, I think that the stimu-
lus got more publicity than the budget reso-
lution. I think that, for example, I bet not
5 percent of the American people know that
we passed a budget which has record-break-
ing deficit reduction and a long-term invest-
ment plan, and it passed at the most rapid
point of any budget in 17 years. I bet not
1 in 20 American voters knows that because
we did it, and success and the lack of discord
is not as noteworthy as failures. So a multi-
trillion-dollar budget resolution got—I’m not
criticizing you; this is just part of the deal—
got less play than a $16 billion stimulus fail-
ure. So I think that people only can vote on
and express what they know.
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I think the other big problem is, I haven’t
been out there as much as I should have been
engaging the American people directly since
February. I’ve been here doing huge, heavy
lifting and long meetings on health care and
the economy. That’s what I’ve been working
on, and I’ve been forced to deal with a lot
of other issues. I think when the American
people see that the program that I promised
them on February 17th is still intact and on
the boards and going forward, when they re-
alize that we are going forward with health
care and that that is, notwithstanding, what
the perception is, taking the lion’s share of
my time and attention, and when I get back
out there and engage them again on it, I
think that those things will turn around.

But you know, you can’t operate this job
by polls. Anybody who thinks they can be
President by polls—I didn’t run the Gov-
ernor’s office that way. The only thing that
matters is the polls that come around on elec-
tion day, those are the things that matter.
And you have to be willing to take on tough
decisions. It takes a certain amount of time
to do things, to make difficult decisions and
to work through them, and you can’t carry
on a totally continuous campaign. It’s simply
not possible.

Middle East Peace Talks
Q. Mr. President, on the Middle East, you

mentioned the Middle East talks. Do you
think the U.S. should now offer proposals to
bridge the gaps? Should the Syrians offer a
full peace before Israel agrees to withdraw
from the Golan Heights? And could you ac-
cept or see a Palestinian state eventually
emerging from the talks?

President Clinton. If I answer any of
those questions I will undermine the Middle
East peace talks. The real answer to that
question is, if those parties can agree among
themselves in good faith to proposals which
will bring an end to the hostilities between
Egypt and Syria—I mean, between Israel
and Syria, between Israel and the Palestin-
ians—they can get the multilateral talks
going, if they bring in the Jordanians, the
Lebanese, that the United States will be pre-
pared to be supportive of their agreements.
That is the answer to that. And I hope they
can reach them.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 14th news conference
began at 2:03 p.m. on the South Lawn at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Slobodon Milosevic, President of Serbia.

Proclamation 6559—Mother’s Day,
1993
May 7, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For more than half a century, Americans

have celebrated Mother’s Day on the second
Sunday in May. On this day, we honor our
mothers and reflect on the many hours of
love and care they have devoted to our lives.

Mothers are the cornerstone of our com-
munities. As caregivers, community activists,
teachers, leaders, and business professionals,
they serve as role models and inspirations for
our achievements. Their tireless devotion to
the family nourishes us as individuals and en-
riches our Nation.

Throughout life, a mother is a teacher, a
nurturer, a supporter, and a source of
strength. Our mothers instill in us strong val-
ues and the confidence to dream big dreams.
With their encouragement and support, we
can pursue our dreams and make them come
true.

Mothers enrich our lives in so many ways.
Whether biological, foster, or adoptive, a
mother holds an enduring place in our
hearts; a mother’s love transcends all dif-
ferences and divisions. We admire the en-
ergy, strength, and conviction of our moth-
ers, and we honor their dedication to helping
others. As we celebrate Mother’s Day, let us
cherish their gifts of selflessness and love.

In recognition of the contributions of all
mothers to their children and to the Nation,
the Congress, by a joint resolution approved
May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), has designated
the second Sunday in May each year as
‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and requested the President
to call for its appropriate observance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
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do hereby request that Sunday, May 9, 1993,
be observed as Mother’s Day. I direct Gov-
ernment officials to display the flag of the
United States on all Federal Government
buildings, and I urge all citizens to display
the flag at their homes and other suitable
places on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:24 a.m., May 10, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 11.

Proclamation 6560—Be Kind to
Animals and National Pet Week,
1993
May 7, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout our history, animals have

played an important part in our lives. In colo-
nial times, we relied on animals to carry us
and our belongings over great distances to
our frontier homesteads. When we arrived,
they worked with us, sustained us, and
helped us earn a living. Today, animals still
help us in our economic lives, but they have
taken on a greater role as our guardians and
companions.

We celebrate this week in order to remem-
ber the many ways that animals help us. By
serving as guides, animals aid the blind. As
lookouts and detectives, animals assist in our
military, customs, and law enforcement ef-
forts. As friends and companions, pets be-
friend our children, ease the loneliness of the
elderly and the ill, and entertain our families
in our daily lives. We also salute the veteri-
nary professionals and animal protection or-
ganizations that help us provide food, shelter,
and medical care for animals and pets.

Together with all the creatures of the
world, human beings are a part of nature.
Just as we must respect our environment, we
must treat animals kindly. In recognition of
this, the Congress, by Public Law 102–504,
has designated the week of May 2 through
May 8, 1993, as ‘‘Be Kind to Animals and
National Pet Week’’ and has authorized and
requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion in observance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week of May 2
through May 8, 1993, as Be Kind to Animals
and National Pet Week. I urge the people
of the United States to observe this week
with the appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:34 a.m., May 10, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 11.

Nominations for the Board of
Directors of the Tennessee Valley
Authority
May 7, 1993

The President announced his intention
today to nominate two Tennesseans, Johnny
Hayes and Craven Crowell, to serve as mem-
bers of the Board of Directors of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority. Following his con-
firmation, Mr. Crowell will be designated by
the President as Chairman of the Board.

‘‘The Tennessee Valley Authority is one of
the great success stories of the 20th century,’’
said the President. ‘‘It transformed the life
of an entire region, and still has tremendous
impact today. Through their years of service
to their State and their Nation, Johnny Hayes
and Craven Crowell have proven themselves
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capable of exercising stewardship over this
important institution.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 1
In the evening, the President attended the

White House Correspondents’ Association
Dinner at the Washington Hilton.

The White House announced that the
President has appointed HHS Secretary
Donna Shalala to head a delegation to the
funeral of ANC leader Oliver Tambo in Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa, on May 2.

May 3
The President announced that he selected

Adm. David E. Jeremiah, Vice Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as his special rep-
resentative to the Australian-American
Friendship Week, April 30 to May 8, in Can-
berra, Australia.

May 5
In the afternoon, the President hosted a

working lunch for a group of Democratic
Senators.

The White House announced the Presi-
dent has asked Ms. Robin L. Raphel, a career
foreign service officer and one of the State
Department’s leading experts on South Asian
affairs, to be his personal representative at
the funeral of slain Sri Lankan President
Ranasinghe Premadasa on May 6, in
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

May 6
In the afternoon, the President hosted a

working lunch for a group of Republican
Senators.

In the evening, the President met with
members of the Senate Finance Committee.

May 7
In the evening, the President and Hillary

Clinton attended a reception in honor of the
Commander-in-Chief, which included a Ma-
rine Corps evening parade, at the Marine
Barracks in Washington, DC.

The President today designated Securities
and Exchange Commission member Mary
Schapiro as Acting Chair of the SEC pending
the confirmation of Chair-designate Arthur
Levitt, Jr.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted May 7

Joseph D. Duffey,
of West Virginia, to be Director of the United
States Information Agency, vice Henry E.
Catto, resigned.

Karen Beth Nussbaum
of Ohio, to be Director of the Women’s Bu-
reau, Department of Labor, vice Elsie V.
Vartanian, resigned.

Philip Benjamin Heymann,
of Massachusetts, to be Deputy Attorney
General, vice George J. Terwilliger, III, re-
signed.

Douglas Kent Hall,
of Kentucky, to be Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere, vice
Jennifer Joy Wilson, resigned.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
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items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released May 1
Statement on the delegation to attend the
funeral of ANC leader Oliver Tambo by
Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers
Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary
of State Warren Christopher on the situation
in the former Yugoslavia

Released May 3
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dee Dee Meyers
Transcript of a press briefing by Director of
Communications George Stephanopoulos
Statement by Director of Communications
George Stephanopoulos on the President’s
remarks concerning Senator Dole at the
White House Correspondents’ Dinner

Released May 4
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dee Dee Meyers
Transcript of a press briefing by Director of
Communications George Stephanopoulos

Released May 5
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dee Dee Meyers
Transcript of a press briefing by Director of
Communications George Stephanopoulos

Released May 6
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dee Dee Meyers
Transcript of a press briefing by Director of
Communications George Stephanopoulos

Released May 7
Transcript of a press briefing by Special As-
sistant to the President for Policy Coordina-
tion Michael Waldman on campaign finance
reform

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved May 3

S. 326 / Public Law 103–25
To revise the boundaries of the George
Washington Birthplace National Monument,
and for other purposes

S. 328 / Public Law 103–26
To provide for the rehabilitation of historic
structures within the Sandy Hook Unit of
Gateway National Recreation Area in the
State of New Jersey, and for other purposes

S.J. Res. 30 / Public Law 103–27
To designate the weeks of April 25 through
May 2, and April 10 through 17, 1994, as
‘‘Jewish Heritage Week’’

Approved May 6

H.J. Res. 127 / Public Law 103–28
To authorize the President to proclaim the
last Friday of April 1993 as ‘‘National Arbor
Day’’

S.J. Res. 62 / Public Law 103–29
To designate the week beginning April 25,
1993, as ‘‘National Crime Victims’ Rights
Week’’

Approved May 7

S.J. Res. 66 / Public Law 103–30
To designate the weeks beginning April 18,
and April 17, 1994, each as ‘‘Nancy Moore
Thurmond National Organ and Tissue Donor
Awarness Week’’
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