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fault, like dealing with the immigration
issues, then that will free up in California
millions and millions and millions of dollars
which the State could then turn around and
put back into education. So we can help di-
rectly some, and we can help indirectly a lot.
And I’m trying to do both those things.

Thank you. You were great. I wish I could
stay longer.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the
courtyard. In his remarks, he referred to Con-
gressman Walter R. Tucker III; Congressman Xa-
vier Becerra; Donald G. Phelps, chancellor, and
Mary E. Lee, president, Los Angeles Valley Col-
lege; and Daniel A. Palmer, former student who
has successfully retrained for a new career.

Remarks Endorsing Michael Woo for
Mayor of Los Angeles in Van Nuys
May 18, 1993

The President. Good afternoon everyone.
As you know, a couple of days ago I issued
a statement endorsing the candidacy of Mike
Woo for Mayor of Los Angeles. I wanted to
just amplify a little on that today, make a
couple of comments, give Mr. Woo a chance
to say something, and then answer a few of
your questions.

Let me say that I know it is somewhat un-
usual for all these national figures to be in-
volved in a mayors race in Los Angeles. But
that’s because what happens in Los Angeles
matters to America and because we can’t
really turn America around until we can lift
the economy of California up.

I endorsed Mike Woo not because I have
something against his opponent; I don’t. I
just like him, and I like him for some very
good substantive reasons. I feel a personal
affinity for him because he supported me
early in the race for President before the
New Hampshire primary. And that’s a part
of it. But I also have been terribly impressed
by what he has said to me in private about
this city, about the need to bring people to-
gether across racial and ethnic lines, about
the need to try some new ideas to get the
economy going again.

After the riots last year and long before
I was President, I came here and walked the
streets of Los Angeles with Mike Woo. And

we talked abut the kinds of things it would
take to start businesses, to attract investment,
to change the framework of people’s lives;
the kinds of incentives that are embodied in
the empowerment zone legislation that I
have presented to Congress, which will pro-
vide much more dramatic and comprehen-
sive incentives to invest in businesses and
jobs and education and anticrime initiatives
in our cities than has ever happened before;
the kinds of initiatives that are embodied in
the national service program that I have pre-
sented, that will be embodied in the welfare
reform program that is coming forward. I
want to do something to help Los Angeles,
southern California, and this State revive and
come back.

I’ve assigned the Secretary of Commerce
to come out here. He’s been here seven
times. And I want the best possible partner-
ship to get that done. That’s why I endorse
Mike Woo. It is 100 percent positive feeling.
I have nothing against his opponent. I just
care a lot about this community. I care a lot
about this State. I want to do everything I
can to make it work. I think this will help.
And I think the decision was an appropriate
one and one I feel very comfortable with.
[At this point, Mr. Woo expressed his appre-
ciation to the President.]

Los Angeles Mayoral Election
Q. Mr. President, have you ever met Mr.

Riordan, and what do you know about him?
The President. I know quite a bit about

him. I have met him, and I know a lot of
people who are working in his campaign, as
you know. And my wife has spent some good
time with him. I have nothing against him.
I’m for Woo. There’s nothing negative here
in my feelings about Dick Riordan.

Q. Mr. President, if Dick Riordan does
win the election, can Los Angeles count on
as close a relationship with the White House
as it will have if Mr. Woo——

The President. It won’t affect my attitude
about Los Angeles in any way. I will work
as hard as I can to help the people here,
whatever the voters of this city decide to do.

But let me try to reinforce that and put
it in what I consider to be the proper frame-
work. Just like I told those students out there
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today at this college, whatever I do as Presi-
dent, whether this economy works or not de-
pends on their willingness to prepare them-
selves to compete and win. In other words,
they have to do certain things. I’m going to
do everything I can. My Secretary of Trans-
portation was out here just a few days ago
announcing a $1.4 billion commitment to the
Red Line Mass Transit System. We’re here
for the duration. Ron Brown is going to be
here supervising this economic program and
our coordinated efforts. But I think it will
work better if there’s a mayor who has a lot
of good ideas about how to start businesses,
how to rebuild communities, how to pull
people together. I think Mike Woo’s ideas
are good. That’s my point. It’s not anything
negative.

Q. Mr. President, is your prestige on the
line at all because of this? You know can-
didates have coattails—sometimes they use,
sometimes they don’t

The President. Frankly, I don’t know if
they ever do. If I have any coattails, it would
only be because of the ideas that I share in
common with Mike and the things that I
hope that we can do together. I was only too
happy to do this. Ultimately, in the end, the
people of Los Angeles will vote the way peo-
ple do everywhere. They’ll vote on the merits
of the issue before them.

The one thing that I hope will happen is
that you will have a very good turnout. I hope
the citizens of this city realize that this has
a lot to do with how things work out in the
future. A lot of the things that I want to do—
for instance, you take this empowerment
zone issue, for example. If we pass this bill
through Congress, look what it will do. It will
say—say, Los Angeles, a big section of Los
Angeles, is selected as an empowerment
zone, there will be new jobs credits and other
new tax incentives for private sector people
to invest in these communities and to hire
people. There will be all kinds of new initia-
tives to facilitate investments in housing and
in anticrime initiatives, and in education and
training initiatives. That’s good. But whether
it works or not depends on how it’s put to-
gether once the Federal Government makes
the selection. That has to happen from the
grassroots up.

So what I would say to the people of Los
Angeles is, you need to vote based on what
you think is best for you. The reason I think
Mike Woo is the better candidate is because
I know him, I know how he thinks, and I
know he can figure out how to make this
stuff work. And in the end, the test of our
endeavors is not how well we speak or what
we say as much as whether we can change
the lives of people. That’s the way we ought
to ultimately keep score. So that’s why I took
this position.

Press Secretary Myers. Last question.
Q.——of your administration be coming

to Los Angeles and campaign on Mr. Woo’s
behalf?

Q. [Inaudible].
The President. Well, let me tell you

something. When Michael Woo endorsed
me, there was not much in it for him. I mean,
Michael Woo endorsed me before the New
Hampshire primary, and I was still running
third in California in June. So there was noth-
ing in it for him. There was never any antici-
pation that there would be some political
payback. He did it because he thought I had
good ideas and he thought I’d be a good
President.

There is very little—do I feel a personal
sense of loyalty to him? You bet I do, and
I’m not ashamed of that. But would I do it
if I thought he wouldn’t be a good mayor?
Never in a thousand years. I believe he’d be
a very good mayor.

Q. Mr. President, will members of your
administration be coming to Los Angeles to
campaign on Mr. Woo’s behalf?

The President. I’m embarrassed to tell
you I don’t know. I’ve never even discussed
that with them or with him. But I’m strongly
in favor of him, and I know Ron Brown feels
very positively toward him because we talked
about him on the way in here today. This
is something I want to do because I believe
it’s good for the people of Los Angeles. If
I didn’t think it was, I wouldn’t do it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
courtyard at Los Angeles Valley College. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.
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Nominations for Posts at the
Department of the Interior
May 18, 1993

The President announced today his inten-
tion to nominate Molly H. Beattie, the direc-
tor of a Vermont public policy center and
former State natural resources official, to be
Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice. In addition, the President announced
that his longtime environmental aide Ken-
neth Smith has been appointed the Fish and
Wildlife Service’s Deputy Director.

‘‘Secretary Babbitt and I have placed a
high priority on finding new ways to protect
biological diversity without endangering eco-
nomic growth,’’ said the President. ‘‘The Fish
and Wildlife Service will play a big role in
that process. I have full confidence in the
ability of Molly Beattie and Ken Smith to
do the hard work and the fresh thinking that
needs to be done.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Executive Order 12847—Amending
Executive Order 11423
May 17, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
301 of title 3, United States Code, and in
order to amend Executive Order No. 11423
of August 16, 1968, to provide for the
issuance of permits for the full range of facili-
ties that may be constructed and maintained
on the borders of the United States, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Section 1(a) of Executive Order
No. 11423 is amended to read: ‘‘Except with
respect to facilities covered by Executive
Order Nos. 10485 and 10530, the Secretary
of State is hereby designated and empowered
to receive all applications for permits for the
construction, connection, operation, or main-
tenance, at the borders of the United States,
of: (i) pipelines, conveyor belts, and similar
facilities for the exportation or importation

of petroleum, petroleum products, coal, min-
erals, or other products to or from a foreign
country; (ii) facilities for the exportation or
importation of water or sewage to or from
a foreign country; (iii) facilities for the trans-
portation of persons or things, or both, to
or from a foreign country; (iv) bridges, to the
extent that congressional authorization is not
required; and (v) similar facilities above or
below ground.’’

Sec. 2. Section 1(b) of Executive Order
No. 11423 of August 16, 1968, is amended
by deleting the text ‘‘subsection (a)(iii) or
(iv)’’ and by inserting ‘‘subsection (a)(iii), (iv)
or (v)’’ in lieu thereof.

Sec. 3. All permits heretofore issued with
respect to matters described in section 1 of
Executive Order No. 11423, and in force at
the time of issuance of this order, and all
permits issued hereunder, shall remain in ef-
fect in accordance with their terms unless
and until modified, amended, suspended, or
revoked by the appropriate authority.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 17, 1993.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:48 a.m., May 19, 1993]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 19, and it
was published in the Federal Register on May 20.

Permit Authorizing Canadian
Interests To Construct a
Replacement Railway Tunnel
May 17, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, I hereby grant permission
to Permittees, the Canadian National Rail-
way Company, a Canadian Corporation with
its principal offices in Montreal, Quebec, and
its wholly-owned U.S. subsidiary, the Grand
Trunk Corporation, a Delaware corporation
with its principal offices in Detroit, Michi-
gan, and any jointly owned subsidiaries, to
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