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ning May 16, 1993, as World Trade Week.
I invite the people of the United States to
join in appropriate observances to reaffirm
the potential of international trade for creat-
ing prosperity for all.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:58 a.m., May 20, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 21.

Memorandum on Assistance to
Refugees and Victims in Bosnia and
Croatia
May 19, 1993

Presidential Determination No. 93–22

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $30,000,000 be made
available from the U.S. Emergency Refugee
and Migration Assistance Fund to meet the
urgent and unexpected needs of refugees and
conflict victims in Bosnia and Croatia. These
funds may be contributed on a multilateral
or bilateral basis, as appropriate, to inter-
national and nongovernmental organizations.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and the obligation of
funds under this authority and to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Statement on the Human Rights
Situation in Burma

May 19, 1993

I was moved by the stories of individual
suffering I heard this afternoon and am deep-
ly concerned by the tragic human rights situ-
ation in Burma, as well as by the continued
detention of Burmese pro-democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been under
house arrest since 1989. I strongly urge the
Burmese government to release Aung San
Suu Kyi and all political prisoners, to respect
the results of the May 1990 elections, and
to commit itself to genuine democratic re-
forms.

The Burmese people should know that
America stands with them and with others
in the international community in the strug-
gle for freedom in Burma.

NOTE: The President issued this statement follow-
ing a meeting in the Cabinet Room at the White
House with a group of Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ates including Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Betty
Williams, and Kara Newell, who had traveled to
Thailand earlier this year to focus international
attention on the human rights situation in Burma.

Statement on the Death of John
Wilson

May 19, 1993

As residents of the District of Columbia,
Hillary and I mourn the sudden and tragic
loss of DC City Council Chairman John Wil-
son. John was a tremendous individual who
devoted his life’s work to the empowerment
and benefit of the District’s citizens.

We know the love that John had for the
District of Columbia will be remembered
and cherished by all the city’s residents as
his service and achievements are profoundly
appreciated.

Hillary and I will keep his wife, Bonnie,
in our prayers.

VerDate 04-MAY-98 10:17 May 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P20MY4.020 INET01



914 May 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

Nomination for Deputy
Administrator of the General
Services Administration
May 19, 1993

The President today named nationally rec-
ognized Chicago businesswoman Julia Stasch
Deputy Administrator of the General Serv-
ices Administration. Ms. Stasch joins Admin-
istrator-designee and former Western Digital
CEO Roger Johnson at the head of GSA.

‘‘Julia Stasch is exactly the type of aggres-
sive and innovative business person this ad-
ministration needs as it seeks to reinvent the
way Government works,’’ the President said.
‘‘I am confident Julia will work well with
Roger Johnson to ensure economy and effi-
ciency are standard rule at the new GSA.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Signing the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993
May 20, 1993

Thank you very much. Joel, thank you for
the T-shirt. In a few moments I’ll give out
bill-signing pens, but I’d rather have the T-
shirt. [Laughter]

Getting to know the young people across
this country, beginning in New Hampshire,
who pushed the motor voter bill, was one
of the most rewarding parts of the 1992 cam-
paign. But the effort that we come here to
celebrate today has a long and venerable her-
itage.

A few moments ago, you heard the voice
of President Johnson crossing the chasm of
time back to 1965 as he signed the Voting
Rights Act into law. As a southerner and as
President, his words have special significance
to me. During my childhood, no family’s din-
ner table, no church congregation, no com-
munity, and no place of work was immune
from the searing struggle for civil rights. To
hear Johnson’s voice is to make vivid for me
once again those difficult, yet glorious years
of struggle, difficult and terrible because so
many people gave their lives moving the
stone of freedom up the side of a mountain,
glorious because the years of contention

eventually gave way to an overdue season of
reconciliation and renewal, and gave our re-
gion and our country a second chance to ful-
fill our promise.

The victory we celebrate today is but the
most recent chapter in the overlapping strug-
gles of our Nation’s history to enfranchise
women and minorities, the disabled, and the
young with the power to affect their own des-
tiny and our common destiny by participating
fully in our democracy. When blacks and
women won the right to vote, when we out-
lawed the poll tax and literacy test, when the
voting age was lowered to 18, and when fi-
nally we recognized the rights of disabled
Americans, it was because the forces of
change overcame the indifference of the ma-
jority and the resistance by the guardians of
the status quo. And who prevailed? Brave
people working at the grassroots, impatient
with an always imperfect democracy and
dedicated to widening the circle of liberty
to encompass more and more of our fellow
citizens.

I have said many times in many places that
in this country we don’t have a person to
waste. Surely the beginning of honoring that
pledge is making sure the franchise is ex-
tended to and used by every eligible Amer-
ican. Today we celebrate our noble tradition
by signing into law our newest civil rights
law, the National Voter Registration Act of
1993, which all of us know and love as ‘‘motor
voter.’’

An extraordinary coalition of organizations,
many of whom played historic roles in our
expanding democratic rights, joined many
years ago with the hope that they would see
this day come. I’m honored to share this po-
dium with representatives with three fighters
for freedom: the NAACP, the League of
Women Voters, and Human Serve. I want
to pay special tribute to Disabled and Able
To Vote, to Project Vote, and to Rock the
Vote, and literally, the scores of other groups
for whom the goal of full voter participation
has been a durable and lasting dream. I want
to pay special tribute to the young people
who lobbied me personally for motor voter
and who voted with renewed energy and con-
viction for their own futures in the election
last November.
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